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PREFACE 
TO 
THE FIRST EDITION 
OF THE 


PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 


Famirtar letters have been usually considered as 
exhibiting a portraiture of the human mind; and 
though perhaps they are not always to be so re- 
garded, especially in the intercourse of public men 
upon subjects involving particular interests and 
questions of national policy; yet even from these 
documents the most valuable materials of history 
are drawn, and the secret springs of great events 
are disclosed. Hence it is, that a deserved import- 
ance has ever been attached to the correspondence 
of persons who have figured with distimection in po- 
litical revolutions, and the foundation. of new states: 


1Vv PREFACE. 


for hereby are unfolded the motives of individuals, 
and the influence of parties; from whose pertinacity 
and intrigues proceed conflicts, projects, and esta- 
blishments which the agitators never contemplated, 
and which the most sagacious observers of human 
nature could not have anticipated. 

Among the changes that have taken place in the 
condition of political society, the separation of the 
American colonies from the parent country has 
been by far the most prolific and extensive in its 
effects of any in the history of modern ages. 

tis presumed, therefore, that little need be said 
on the'value of the correspondence of Dr. FRAnxK- 
LIN, whose extraordinary. abilities as a statesman 
were felt and acknowledged in both countries, and 
by persons of opposite sentiments. But what:ren- 
ders his letters on the public concerns in which he 
was engaged peculiarly mteresting, is the spirit of 
candor that runs through the whole of them, and 
the style of simplicity by which they are recom- 
mended as models of epistolary composition, and 
stamped beyond all question as authorities of the 


first character; though certainly not written with a 
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view to publication: | Here will be seen ‘to equal 
advantage; the philosopher and the man of busi- 
ness, the moralist. and negotiator, the profound 
legislator, and the familiar friend, who opens. his 
mind and delivers his sentiments with the same 
ingenuousness on matters of science and policy, 
the conduct of private life, and the interests of 
nations. The correspondence contained’ in this 
collection, is indeed a store of the soundest lessons 
of practical wisdom upon subjects of ‘universal 
moment, and it is also a repository of information 
which will afford the best instruction to politicians, 
and will prove a sure guide to the future historian, 
who shall undertake the task of recording the 
several stages that have led to the establishment 
of American Independence, with the consequences 
of that event upon the states of Kkurope. The 
Memoirs or THE Lirz, and the Private Cor- 
RESPONDENCE of Dr. FRANKLIN, will show much 
more clearly the ereat chain on which the fate of 
nations depends, than the debates of senates; the 
cabals of cabinets, or the details of battles: and to 


an Englishman, the Letters, now for the first time 
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published, will be curious and important in a very 
high degree, as throwing a strong light upon the 
early part of the present reign, and upon the cha- 
racters of those persons who had a principal share 
in the counsels which produced the dismember- 
ment of the British empire, and the creation of a 
power, which, from being a dependent ey has 
become its most formidable rival. 


London, 1816. , 


‘DR. FRANKLIN'S MEMOIRS 


Consist altogether of Six Volumes octavo. They are di- 
vided into Three Parts ; each Part being published and sold 
separately 3 viz. 

Vols. 1 and 2. Containing the Life. 

Vols. 3 and 4..: Private Correspondence. 

Vols. 5 and 6. —-—— Select Works, most of which 

| are now published for the first time. 
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PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 


OF 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


PART I. 
LETTERS ON MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS. 


To Georce WurrrteLp- (The Preacher.) 
On Faith and Good Works. 
Philadelphia, June 6, 1758. 
I RECEIVED your kind letter of the 2d instant, and 
am glad to hear that you increase in strength: I hope you wall 
continue mending till you recover your former health and 
firmness. Let me know whether you still use the cold bath, 


and what effect it has. ‘ 
As to the kindness you mention, [ wish it could have been 


of more service to you.* But if it had, the only thanks I 


SIR, 


* One of the founders of the Methodists; born at Glocester, 1714, 
died in New England, 1770. See a full account of him in Memorrs 
or THE Lire, Part ii. p.84., 4to. ed.—P. 161., 8vo. Vol. 1. 

? Dr. Franklin had relieved Mr. Whitfield ina wrens case, by the 
application of electricity. 
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should desire is, that you would always be equally ready to 
serve any other person that may need your assistance, and so 
let good offices go round; for mankind are all of a family. 
_For my own part, when | am employed in serving others, 
I do not look upon myself as conferring favors, but as paying 
debts. In my travels, and since my settlement, 1 have re- 
ceived much kindness. from men, to whom [ shall never have 
any opportunity of making the least directreturn ; and number- 
less mercies from God, who 1s infinitely above being benefited 
by our services. ‘Those kindnesses from men I can therefore 
only return on their fellow-men, and I can only shew my gra- 
titude for these mercies from God, by a readiness to help his 
other children, and my brethren. For I do not think that 
thanks and compliments, though repeated weekly, can dis- 
charge our real obligations to each other, and much less those 
toour Creator. You will see in this my notion of good 
works, that I am far from expecting to merit heaven by them. 
By heaven we understand a state of happiness, infinite in 
degree, and eternal in duration: I can do nothing to deserve 
such rewards. ,He that for giving a draught of water to a 
thirsty person, should expect to be paid with a good planta- 
tion, would be modest in his demands, compared with those 
who think they deserve heaven. for the little good they do on 
earth. Even. the mixed imperfect pleasures we enjoy in this 
world,. are rather from God’s goodness than our merit: how 
niuch more such happiness of heaven! For my part, I have 
not the vanity to think I deserve it, the folly to expect it, nor 
the ambition to desire. it ;, but content myself in submitting to 
»the. will and disposal.of that God who made me, who has 
hitherto. preserved and blessed me, aud in whose fatherly 
goodness I may well.,confide, that, he will never make me 
miserable; and: that even. the. afflictions | may at any time 
suffer, shall tend. to my. benefit... «.... 
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The faith you mention has certainly its use in the world: 
{ do not desire to see it diminished, ncr would [ éndeavor 
to lessen it many man. But I wish it were more productive 
of good works than I have generally seen it: I mean real 
good works; works of kindness, charity, mercy, and public 
spirit; not holiday-keeping, sermon-reading, or hearing ; 
performing church ceremonies, or making long prayers, filled 
with flatteries and compliments, despised even by wise men, 
and much less capable of pleasing the Deity. The worship 
of God is a duty; the hearing and reading of sermons may 
be useful; but if men rest in hearing and praying, as too 
many do, it is as ifa tree should value itself on being watered 
and putting forth leaves, though it never produced any fruit. 

Your great Master thought much less of these outward 
appearances and professions than many of his modern disci- 
ples. He preferred the doers of the word to the mere 
hearers ; the son that seemingly refused to obey his father, 
and yet performed his commands, to him that professed his 
readiness but neglected the work; the heretical but charitable 
Samaritan, to the uncharitable though orthodox priest, and 
sanctified Levite; and those who gave food to the hungry, 
drink to the thirsty, raiment to the naked, entertainment to 
the stranger, and relief to the sick, though they never heard 
of his name, he declares shall in the last day be accepted; 
when those who cry Lord! Lord! who value themselves 
upon their faith, though great enough to perform miracles, 
but have neglected good works, shall be rejected. He pro- 
fessed that he came not to call the righteous, but simmers to 
repentance ; which implied his modest opinion that there 
were some in his time who thought themselves so good, that 
they need not hear even him for improvement ; but now-a- 
days we have scarce a little parson that does not think it 
the duty of every man within his reach to sit under his petty 


\ 
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‘filinistrations; and that whoever omits them. offends. God. 
I wish to such more humility, and to you ealitsin and happi- 


ness ; being 
Your friend and servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Miss STEVENSON, AT WANSTEAD. 


A dvice in Reading. 


Craven Street, May 16, 1760. 
1 send my good girl the books I mentioned to her 
last night. I beg her to accept of them as a small mark of 
my-esteem and friendship. They are written in the familiar 
easy manner for which the French are so remarkable ; and 
afford a good deal of philosophic and practical knowledge 
unembarrassed with the dry mathematics, used by more exact 
reasoners, but which is apt to discourage young beginners. 
»Tnwould adyise you to read with a pen in your hand, and 
enter in a little book short hints of what you find that is cu- 
rious, or that may»be useful; for this will be the best method 
of. imprinting such particulars in your memory, where they 
will be ready, either for practice on some future occasion, if 
they are matters of utility, or at least to adorn and improve 
your conversation, if they are rather points of curiosity. And 
as-many of the terms of science are such as you cannot have 
met, with in your common reading, and may therefore be 
unacquainted with, I think it would be well for you to havea 
good pier a at hand, to consult immediately when you 


¢ 


A fehals et 


ing of. This may at ea seem nate naeints and a seat 
but it is a trouble that will daily diminish, as you will daily 
find less and less occasion for your dictionary, as you become 
more acquainted with the terms; and in the mean time you 
will read with more. satisfaction, because with more under- 
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standing. When any point occurs, in which you would be 
glad:to have farther information than your book affords you,. 
I beg you would not in the least apprehend, that 1 should 
think it a trouble to receive and answer your questions. It 
will be a pleasure, and no trouble. For though J] may not 
be able, out of my own little stock of knowledge, to afford 
you what you require, [ can easily direct you to the books 
where it may most readily be found. Adieu, and believe me 
ever, my dear friend, ys 
Yours affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Joun Baskervitie.* (The Printer.) 
Dear Sir, Craven Street, London; 1760. — 

Let me give you a pleasant instance of the prejudice 
some have entertained against your work. Soon after | re- 
turned, discoursing with a gentleman concerning the artists. 
of Birmingham, he said you would be a means: of blinding 
all the readers in the nation; for the strokes of your letters 
being too thin and narrow, hurt the eye, and he could never, 
read a line of them without pain. I thought, :said I, you 


+ Joun BaskeRvit_e, the celebrated type-founder and printer, was; 
born in 1706, at Wolverley, in the county of Worcester. Having : a 
small estate of about sixty pounds a-year, he was not bred to any pro- 
féssion; but in 1726 he became 4 schoolmaster at Birmingham, which 
he continued many-years. Afterwards he entered upon the japanning 
business, which succeeded so well as to enable him to purchase ‘a 
country-house and set up his carriage; each pannel of which wasa 
distinct picture, and the whole might be considered as a pattern-card, 
of his trade. In 1750 he began business as a type-founder, on which, 
he-spent many hundreds before he could produce | a letter to please 
himself. By perseverance he overcame all obstacles, and in 1756 
published an edition of Virgil i in quarto, which was followed by Para- 
dise Lost, the Bible, Common Prayer, and several other works. In 
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were going to complain of the gloss of the paper, some object 
to. “No, no,” said he, “ I have heard that mentioned,:but 
it is not that; it is in the form and cut of the letters them=— 
selves: they have not that height and thickness of the stroke, 
which makes the common printing so much the more com- 
fortable to the eye.’—You see this gentleman was a connois- 
seur. In vam. I endeavored to support your character 
against the charge: he knew what he felt, and could see the 
reason of it, and several other gentlemen among his friends 
had made the same observation, &c. Yesterday he called to 
visit me, when, mischievously bent to try his judgment, I 
stepped into my closet, tore off the top of Mr. Caslon’s? 
specimen, and produced it to him as yours, brought with me 
from Birmingham, saying I had been examining .it since he 
spoke to me, and could not for my life perceive the dispro- 
portion be mentioned, desiring hin to point it out to me. 
He readily undertook it, and went over the several founts, 
showmg me everywhere what he thought instances cf that 
disproportion ; and declared, that he could not.then read the 
specimen without feeling very strongly the pain he bad men- 
tioned to me. I spared him that time, the confusion of being 
told, that these were the types he had been reading all his 
life with so much ease to -his eyes; the types his adored 
Newton is printed with, on which he has pored not a little ; 
nay, the very types his own book is printed with ; (for he is 
1765 he applied to Dr. Franklin, then at Paris, to sound the literati 
there respecting the purchase of his types, but the proposal was not 
accepted. They were many years after purchased by the celebrated 
M. De Beaumarchais, and employed in the’ printing ‘his édition 
of the works of Voltaire, Baskerville died at Birmingham, in 1775; 
and as he had an aversion to church-yards, he was by his own diree- 


tion buried 1 In a mausoleum erected on his own grounds. 
«’ An eminent type-engraver and letter-founder in London. 


s 
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himself.an author) and yet never discovered this, paifal <dise 
proportion in them till he thought they were yours. 
Lam, &c. B. FRannian, 


To Joun ALLEYNE, Esq. 
On early Marriages. 


Drar JACK, Craven Street, August 9, 1768, 


_ You desire, you say, my impartial thoughts on the subject 
of an early marriage, by way of answer to the numberless 
‘objections that have been made by numerous persons to your 
own. You may remember, when you consulted me on the 
occasion, that I thought youth on both sides to be no objec- 
tion. Indeed, from the marriages that» have fallen under my 
observation, [ am rather inclined to think, that early ones 
stand the best chance of happiness. The temper and habits 
of the young are not yet become so stiff and uncomplying, as 
when more advanced in life: they form more easily to each 
other, and hence many occasions of disgust are removed: 
And if youth has less of that prudence which is necessary to 
manage a family, yet the parents and elder friends of young 
married persons are generally at hand to afford their advice, 
which amply supplies that defect; and by early marriage, 
youth is sooner formed to regular and useful. life ; and possi- 
bly some of those accidents or connexions, that might have 
injured the constitution, or reputation, or both, are thereby 
happily prevented. Particular circumstances of particular 
persons, may possibly sometimes make it prudent to delay 
entering. into that state ; but in general, when nature has ren- 
dered our bodies fit for it, the presumption is in nature's 
favor, that she has- not judged amiss in making us desire it: 
Late marriages are often attended, too, with this further in- 
convenience, that there is not the same chance that the parents 
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shall live to see their offsprmg educated. “ Late children,” 
says the Spanish proverb, “ are eurly orphans.” A melan- 
choly reflection to those whose case it may be. With us in 
America, marriages are generally in the morning of life; 
our children are therefore educated and settled in the world 
by noon; and thus, our business being done, we have an after- 
noon and evening of cheerful leisure to ourselves ; such as 
our friend at present enjoys. By these early marriages we 
are blessed with more children; and from the mode among 
us, founded by nature, of every mother suckling and nursing 
her own child, more of them are raised. Thence the swift 
progress of population among us, unparalleled in Europe, 
In fine, I am glad you are married, and congratulate you 
most cordially upon it. You are now in the way of becom- 
ing a useful citizen; and you have escaped the unnatural state 
of celibacy for life—the fate of many here, who never intended 
it, but who having too long postponed the change of their 
condition, find, at length, that it 1s too late to think of it, and 
so live all their lives in a situation that greatly lessens a man’s 
value. An odd volume of a set of books bears not the value 
of its proportion to the set: what think you of the odd half 
of a pair of scissars? it can’t well cut any thing ; it may pos- 
sibly serve to scrape a trencher. : ei : 
Pray make my compliments and best wishes acceptable to 
your bride. I am old and heavy, or I should ere this have 
presented. them in person. I shall make but small use of the 
old man’s privilege, that of giving advice to younger friends. 
Treat your wife always with respect ; it will procure respect 
to you, not only from her, but from all that observe it. Never 
use a slighting expression to her, even in jest; for slights in 
jest, after frequent bandyings, are apt to end in angry earnest. 
Be studious in your profession, and you will be learned. Be 


industrious and frugal, and you will be rich. Be sober and 
\ 
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temperate, and you will be healthy. Be in general virtuous, 
and you will be happy. At least you will, by such conduct, 
stand the best chance for such consequences. I pray Gods to 
bless you both; being ever your affectionate friend,. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


- To Micuaet Coutinson, Esq. 
Respecting Mr. Peter Collinson. 
Duar Str, [No date.] (supposed to be an 1768 or 1769.) 


_ Understanding that an account of our dear departed 
friend, Mr. Peter Collinson,? 1s intended to be given to the 
public, I cannot omit expressing my approbation of the design. 
The characters of good men are exemplary, and often stimu- 
late the well-disposed to an imitation, beneficial to mankind, 
and honorable to themselves. And as you may be unac- 
quainted with the following instances of his zeal and useful- 
ness in promoting knowledge, which fell within my observa- 
tion, I take the liberty of informing you, that in 1730, a 


« Peter Collinson, F.R.S., 2 very celebrated botanist, was descended 
from a family of ancient standing in the county of Westmoreland, but 
born himself in 1693, in Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street. His 
parents realised a handsome fortune by trade in Gracechurch Street, 
the bulk of which coming to Peter, who was the eldest son, he was 
enabled to follow his favorite pursuit of natural history. He had 
one of the finest gardens in England, at Peckham, in Surry, whence 
he removed in 1749 to Mill Hill, in the parish of Hendon im Mid- 
dlesex, where he died in 1768. Mr. Collinson kept up a correspond- 
ence with men of.science in all parts of the world, and he sent the 
first electrical] machine that was ever seen in America, as a present to 
. the Philosophical Society at Philadelphia. He was also a liberal 
contributor tothe public library of that city; and an intimate friend of 
Dr. Franklin, who received from him many hints and papers on the 
subject of electricity. 
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subscription library bemg set-on foot at Philadelphia, he 
encouraged the design by making several very valuable pre- 
sents to it, and procuring others from his friends: and as the 
library company had a considerable sum arising annually, to 
be laid out in books, and needed a judicious friend in London 
to transact the business for them, he voluntarily and cheer- 
fully undertook that service, and executed it for more than 
thirty years successively, assisting in the choice of books, and 
taking the whole care of collecting and shipping them, with- 
out ever charging or accepting any consideration for his trou- 
ble. The success of this library (greatly owing to his kind 
countenance and good advice) encouraged the erecting others 
in different places on the same plan; and it is supposed there 
are now upwards of thirty subsisting in the several colonies, 
which have contributed greatly to the spreading of useful 
knowledge in that part of the world; the books he recom- 
mended being all of that kind, and the catalogue of this first 
library being much respected and followed by those libraries 
that succeeded. ‘ 
During the same time he transmitted to the directors of the 
library the earliest accounts of every new European improve- 
ment in agriculture and the arts, and every philosophical dis- 
covery ; among which, in 1745, he sent over an account of 
the new German experiments in electricity, together with a 
glass tube, and some directions for using it, so as to repeat 
those experiments. ‘This was the first notice I had of 
that curious. subject, which I afterwards prosecuted with 
some diligence, being encouraged by the friendly reception 
he gave to the letters [ wrote to him. upon it. Please to 
accept this small testimony of mine tohis memory, for which 
I shall ever have the utmost respect; and believe me, with 

sincere esteem, dear Sir, : | 3 
Your most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Micnarn Hiruecas, Esq. PHILADELPHIA. 
t | On covering Houses with Copper. 
DEAR Sir, London, March.17,. 1770, 


I received your favor of November 25, and have 
made inquiries, as you desired, concerning the copper cover- 
wg of houses. It has been used here in a few instances only, 
and the practice does not seem to gain ground. ‘The copper 
is about the thickness of a common playing card, and though 
a dearer metal than lead, | am told that as less weight serves, 
on account of its being so much thinner, and as slighter wood- 
work in the roof is sufficient to support it, the roof is not 
dearer, on the whole, than one covered with lead. It is said 
that hail and rain make a-disagreeable drumming noise on 
copper; but this, 1 suppose, is rather fancy ; for the plates 
being fasteved to the rafters, must, in a great measure, 
deaden such sound. The first cost, whatever it is, will be 
all, as a copper covering must last for ages; and when the 
kouse decays, the plates will still have intrinsic worth. In 
Russia, | am informed, many houses are covered with plates 
of iron tinned, (such as our tin pots and other wares-are 
made of,) laid on over the edges of one another, like tiles ;:and 
which, it is said, last very long; the tin preserving the’ iron 
from much decay by rusting. In France and the Low 
Countries 1 have seen many spouts or pipes for conveying 
the water down from the roofs of houses, made of the same 
kind of tin plates, soldered together ; and they seem to.stand 
very well. 

With sincere regard, I am yours, &c. 
| B. FRANKLIN. 
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To SAmvueL Ruoaps, Esq. ae : 
Containing the Method of covering Houses with Copper. 
Dear Frienp, | London, June 26, 1770. 


It is a long time since [ had the pleasure of hearing 
from you directly. Mrs. Franklin has, indeed, now and then 
acquainted me of your welfare, which I am always glad to 
hear of. It is T fear partly, if not altogether, my fault that 
our correspondence has not been regularly continued. One 
thing I am sure of, that it has been from no want of regard 
on either side, but rather from too much business, and avoca- 
tions of various kinds, and my having httle of importance to 
communicate. 

~ One of our good ee Mr. Hillegas, anxious for the 
future safety of our town, wrote to me some time since, de- 
siring I would inquire concerning the covering of houses here 
with copper. I sent him the best information I could then 
obtain, but have since received the enclosed “from an inge- 


\ 
\ 


Soreer 
See tes 


* The carpentry of the roof being formed with its proper descents, 
is, In the first place, sheeted or covered with deals, nailed horizontally 
upon the rafters, after the same manner as when intended to be co- 
vered With lead. The sheets of the copper for this covering are two 
feet by four, and for covering the slopes of the roof are cast so thin as 
to weigh eight or nine pounds, and for covering the flats or gutters, 
te or eleven pounds each, or about one pound, or a pound and a 
quarter to the superficial foot. 

“ A string of strong cartridge paper (overlapping a little at its joints) 
is regularly tacked down upon the: sheeting of wood, under the copper 
covering, as the work proceeds from eaves to ridge. It prevents the 
jingling baud of hail or rain falling upon the roof, and answers ano- 
ther purpose, to be mentioned by-and- -bye. : 

“ Tn order to show the regular process of laying down the roof, we 
must begin with fastening two sheets together lengthwise. The edges 
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nious friend, who is what they call here a civil engineer. 1 
should be glad you would peruse it, think of the matter a 


of two sheets are laid down so as to lap or cover each other an inch, 
and a slip of the same copper, about three and a half inches broad, 
called the reeve, is introduced between them. Four oblong holes or 
slits, are then cut or punched through the whole, and they are fastened 
or riveted together by copper nails, with small round shanks and flat 
heads. Indents are then cut 1z inch deep upon the seam at top and bot- 
tom. The right-hand sheet and the reeve are then folded back tothe 
left. The reeve is then folded to the right, and the sheets being laid 
on the roof in their place, it is nailed down to the sheeting with flat- 
headed short copper nails. The right-hand sheet is then folded over 
the reeve to the right, and the whole beat down flat upon the cartridge 
paper covering the sheeting, and thus they are fastened and laid in 
their places, by nailing down the reeve only; and by reason of the 
oblong holes through them and the reeve, have a little liberty to 
expand or contract with the heat and cold, without raising themselves 
up from the sheeting, or tearing themselves or the fastening to pieces. 
Two other sheets are then fixed together, according to the first and 
second operations above, and their seam, with the reeve, introduced 
under the upper ends of the seam of the former, so as to cover down 
about two inches upon the upper ends of the former sheets; and so 
far the cartridge paper is allowed to cover the two first sheets. This 
edge of the paper is dipt in oil, or in turpentine, so far before its appli- 
cation, and thus a body between the sheets is formed impenetrable to 
wet : and the reeve belonging to the two last sheets is nailed down to 
the sheeting as before, and the left-hand sheet is turned down to the 
right. Four sheets are now laid down, with the seam or joint rising 
to the ridge ; and thus the work is continued, both vertically and ho-. 
rizontally, till the roof be covered, the sides and ends of each sheet 
being alternately each way, undermost and uppermost. 

“The price for copper, nails, and workmanship, runs at about eight 
pounds ten shillings per cwt., or two shillings and threepence per foot 
superficial, exclusive of the lappings; and about two shillings and 
eightpence per foot upon the whole; which is rather above half as 
much more as the price of doing 1t well with lead.” 
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little, and give me your sentiments ‘on it.» When you have 
done with the paper, please to give it’to Mr. Hillegas/o I 
am told by Lord Le Despencer, who has covered a long 
piazza, or gallery, with copper, that the expense is charged 
in this account too high, for his cost but one shilling and ten- 
pence per foot, all charges included, I suppose his copper 
must’*have been thinner. And, indeed, it is. so strong: @ 
metal, that I think it may well be used very :thin. 

Tt: appears to me of great importance to build our dwell- 
ing houses, if we can, in a manner more secure frum danger 
byfire. We scarcely ever hear of fire in Paris. When I 
was there, I took particular notice of the construction: of 
their houses, and L did not see how one of them could well 
be burnt. ‘The roofs are slate or tile, the walls are stone, 
the rooms generally lined with stucco or plaster, instead of 
wainscot, the floors of stucco, or of six-sided tiles painted 
brown, or of flag stone, or of marble ; if any floors were of 
wood, ‘they were of oak wood, which is not so inflammable 
as pie. Carpets prevent the coldness of stone or brick 
floors offending the feet in winter, and the noise of treading 
on such floors, overhead, is less inconvenient than on boards. 
The stairs too, at Paris, are either stone or brick, with only 
a wooden.edge or corner for the step; so that, on the whole, 
though the Parisians commonly burn wood in their chimnies, 
a more dangerous kind of fuel than that used here, yet their 
houses escape extremely well, as there is little in a room that 
can be consumed by fire except the furniture ; whereas in 
London, perhaps scarcely a year passes in which half a mil- 
iion- of property and many lives are not lost by this destructive 
element. Of late, indeed, they begin here to leave: off 
wainscoting their rooms, and instead of it cover the walls 
with stucco, often formed into paunels, like waimscot, which, 
being painted, is very strong and warm. Stone staircases too, 
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with iron rails, grow more and more into fashion here. But 
stone steps cannot, in some circumstances, be fixed; and 
there, methinks, oak is safer than pine: and I assure you, 
that in many genteel houses here, both old and new, the stairs 
and floors are oak, and look extremely well. Perhaps solid 
oak for the steps would be still safer than boards ; and two 
steps might be cut diagonally out of one piece. Excuse my 
talking to you ona subject with which you must be 'so much 
better acquainted than Lam. Itis partly to make out a let- 
ter, and partly in hope that by turnmg your attention to the 
point, some methods of greater security in our future build- 
ing may be thought of and promoted by you, whose judg- 
ment I know has deservedly great weight with our fellow- 
citizens. For though our town has not hitherto suffered very 
greatly by fire, yet I am apprehensive that some time or 
other, by a concurrence of unlucky circumstances, such as 
dry weather, hard frost, and high winds, a fire then happening 
may suddenly spread far arid wide over our cédar roofs, and 
do us immense mischief. [am yours, &c. : 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Governor Frankuin,' New Jersey. 
On Exercise of the Body. 


London, August 19, 1772. 
_* *® *® Tn yours of May 14th, you acquaint me with your 
indisposition, which gave me great concern. The resolution 
you have taken to use more exercise is extremely proper ; 
and I hope you will steadily perform it, It is of the greatest 
importance to prevent diseases, since the cure of. them by 
physic is so very precarious. In considering the different 


Dr. Franklin’s son, ‘to. whom the first part ofthe Muncorrs or 
uis Lwe is addressed. : | 
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kinds of exercise, I have thought that the quantum of each 
is to be judged of, not by time or by distance, but by the 
degree of warmth it produces in the body: thus, when I 
observe if 1 am cold when | get intoa carriage in 2 morning, 
I may ride all day without being warmed by it; that if on 
horseback my feet are cold, I may ride some hours before 
they become warm; but if I am ever so cold on foot, I 
cannot walk an hour briskly, without glowing from head to 
foot by the quickened circulation: I have been ready to say, 
(using round numbers without regard to exactness, but merely 
to make a great difference) that there is more exercise in one 
mile’s riding on horseback, than in Jive in a coach ; and more 
in one mile’s walking on foot, than in five on horseback; to 
which I may add, that there is more in walking one’ mile up 
and down stairs, than in five on a level floor—The two lat- 
ter exercises may be had within doors, when the weather dis- 
courages going abroad; and the last may be had: when one 
is pinched for time, as containing a great quantity of exercise 
in a handful of minutes. ‘The dumb bell is another exercise 
of the latter compendious kind ; by the use of it I have in 
forty swings quickened my pulse from sixty to one hundred 
beats in a minute, counted by a second watch; and I sup- 
poe the warmth generally increases with tases of pulse. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Antuony BENEZET,’ PHILADELPHIA. 
On the Slave Trade. 
é 
Dear FRiEnpD, London, August 22, 1772. 
I made a little extract from yours of April 27, of 
the number of slaves imported and perishing, with some 


* An American philanthropist. In 1767, he wrote a Caution to 
Great Britain and her Colonies, in a short representation of the cala- 
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close remarks on the hypocrisy of this country, which encou- 
rages sucha detestable commerce by laws for promoting 
the Guinea trade; while it piqued itself on its virtue, love 
of liberty, and the equity of its courts in setting free a single 
negro. This was inserted in the London Chronicle of the 
20th of June last.—I1 thank you for the Virginia address, 
which [ shall also publish with some remarks. I am glad 
to hear that the disposition against keeping negroes grows 
more general in North America. Several pieces have been 
lately printed here against the practice, arid I hope in time 
it will be taken into consideration and suppressed by the le- 
gislature. Your labors have already been attended with 
great effects: I hope therefore you and ‘your friends will be 
— encouraged to proceed: my hearty wishes of success attend 
you, beimg ever, my dear friend, 
Yours attoaiqnaralys B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. PRIESTLEY. 
Moral il Algebra, or Method of deciding doubtful Matters 
with oneself. 


Dear Sir, London, September 19, 1772. 
In the affair of so much importance to you, 
wherein you ask my advice, I cannot, for. want of sufficient 
premises, counsel you what to determine ; but if you please, 
I will tell you how. When those difficult cases occur, they 
are difficult chiefly because, while we have them under con 
sideration, all the reasons pro and con are not present to the 


mitous state of the enslaved negroes in the British dominions, ‘To 
1772, he published Historical Accounts of Guinea; with an Inquiry 
into the Rise and Progress of the Slave-Trade, its nature and lament- 
able effects. This amiable man seemed to have nothing else at 
heart but the good of his fellow-creatures ; and the last act of his 
life was.to take from his desk six dollars for a poor widow. 

VOL. I. B 
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auind at the same time ; but sometimes one set present them- 
selves; and at other times another, the first being out of 
sight. Hence the various purposes or inclinations that alter- 
nately prevail, and the uncertamty that perplexes us. To 
get over this, my way is, to divide half a sheet of paper by 
a line into two columns : writing over the one pro, and over 
the other con; then during three or four days’ consideration, 
I put down under the different heads, short hints of the dif- 
ferent motives that at different times occur to me, for or 
against the measure. When I have. thus got them all toge- 
ther in one view, [ endeavor to estimate their respective 
weights, and where I find two, (one on each side) that seem 
equal, I strike them both out. If I find a reason pro equal 
to some two reasons con, I strike out the three. If L judge 
some two reasons con equal to some three reasons pro, I 
strike out the five; and thus proceeding, I find at length 
where the balance lies ; and if after a day or two of farther 
consideration, nothing new that is of importanee occurs on 
either side, I come to a determination accordingly. And 
though the weight of reasons cannot be taken with the pre- 
cision of algebraic quantities, yet, when each is thus consi- 
dered separately and comparatively, and the whole lies before 
me, I think I can judge better, and am less liable to make a 
rash step; and m fact I have. found great advantage-from 
this kind of equation, in what may be called moral or pru- 
dential algebra. 
Wishing sincerely that you may determine for the oe) i 
am ever, my dear friend, 

yours most affectionately, 5B, FRANKLIN. 
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To THe Rey. Dr. Maruer. 


Dissenters’ Petition.—America known to the Harper 
: before Columbus. 


REVEREND Sik, London, July 7, 1773. 


By a line of the 4th past, [ acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of your favor of March 18, and sent you with it two 
pamphlets. I now add another, a spirited address to the 
bishops who opposed the dissenters’ petition. It is written 
by a dissenting minister at York. There is preserved at the 
end of it, a little fugitive prece of mine on the same occa- 
some. | 

I perused your tracts with pleasure: I see you inherit all 
the various learning of your famous ancestors, Cotton and 
Increase Mather. The father Increase, I once heard preach 
at the Old South Meeting for Mr. Pemberton; and remem- 
ber his mentioning the death of “ that wicked old persecutor 
of God’s people, Lewis the XIV ;” of which news had just 
been received; but which proved premature. I was some 
years afterwards at his house at the north end on some errand 
to lim, and remember him sitting in an easy chair apparently 
very old and feeble. But Cotton I remember in the vigor of 
his preaching and usefulness. 

You have made the most of your argument, to prove that 
America might be known to the ancients. ‘There is another | 
discovery of it claimed by the Norwegians, which you have 
not mentioned, unless it be under the words “ of old viewed 
and observed,” page 7. About.twenty-five years since, Pro- 
fessor Kalm, a learned Swede, was with us in Pennsylvania. 
He contended, that America was discovered by their northern 
people, long before the time of Columbus; which I doubt- 
ing, he drew up and gave me some time after, a note of those 
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discoveries, which I send you enclosed.t_ It is his own hand- 
writing, and his own English; very intelligible for the time 


* This paper is wanting. We subjoin, however, another account 
of the discovery of America, which has lately appeared, 


Brussells, Dec. 4, 1816. 

In the last number of the Magazine for the Sciences, Arts, and Let- 
ters, published in Dutch at Amsterdam, it is proved from new docu- 
ments that are very authentic, that it is not to Columbus or to Vespa- 
tius that we owe the discovery of America, but to Martin BEHENS, 2 
native of Nuremberg in Franconia. He was a most learned geogra- 
pher, astronomer, and navigator. He sailed in 1459, with a vessel 
equipped by the orders of Isabella, daughter of John II., King of Por- 
tugal, who was at that time governess of Burgundy and Flanders. 
He first discovered Fayal, with the adjacent islands called the Azores, 
which bore for a long time the name of the “ Isle of the Flemings.” 
He inhabited for 20 years that city, where he established a colony of 
Flemings. Eight years before the expedition of Columbus, in 1484, 
he secretly applied to John II., who equipped a flotilla to give him all 
kinds of succors. Behens first discovered the Brazils, penetrated as 
far as the Straits of Magellan, and visited the country inhabited by 
the Patagonians. He made a map of his discoveries, delivered it to 
the King, and sent a copyof it to Nuremberg, his native city, where 
it is still preserved in the archives of the city. It was after the in- 
spection of this map that Columbus undertook his expedition. —(From 
the Journal dela Belgique, Dec. 5, 1816.) 


The honor of this discovery has’ also been claimed by the Ice- 
landers. a 
- ©The Icelandic chronicles or annals, are in general very exact in 
relating their maritime expeditions in the northern seas, and even in 
preserving the adventurers’ names, The following account stands on 
the testimony of Torseus, and Angrim Jonas, two. writers of un- 
doubted credit, who have faithfully copied the old historians of their 
_ country. ? ie “ 

“<< There was,’ say they, an Icelander, named Heriol, who, with 
his son Biarn, made every year a trading voyage to different countries, 
and generally wintered in Norway. Happening in the year 1001, to 


2 
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he had been among us. The circumstances give the account 
a great appearance of authenticity. And if one may judge 


be separated from each other, the son steered his course for Norway, 

where he supposed he should meet his father; but on his arrival 
there, he found he was gone to Greenland, a country lately discovered, 

and little known to the Norwegians, but which was settled by Eric 

Rufus, a young Norwegian nobleman, in the year 992,-and before the ' 
eleventh century, churches were founded, and a bishopric created at 

Garde, the capital of the settlement. Biarn determined to follow his 

father, set sail for Greenland; although,’ says Angrim, ‘ he had 

nobody on board who could direct him in the voyage, nor any in- 

structions to guide him: so great was the courage of the ancient 

mariners. He steered by his observation of the stars, and from a re-_ 
membrance of what he had heard of the direction in which the place 

he was in search of lay. During the three first days, he stood to the 

west, but the wind varying to the north, and blowing strong, he was 

forced to run to the southward. The wind died away in about 24 

hours, when they discovered land at a distance, which, as they ap- 

proached, appeared flat and low, and covered with wood; for which 

reason he would not go on shore, being convinced that it was not. 
Greenland. They then stood to the north-west, and ebserved a bite’ 
of the sea which formed an island, but did not put in there. After 

some days they arrived safe in Greenland. In the summer of 1002, 

Biarn, accompanied by Lief the son of Eric Rufus, who had disco- 

vered Greenland, set out on a voyage to the land he had before seen, 

but after sailing about in various directions, they returned without — 
any success. ‘They however wintered in a place where the tempera- 
ture of the air was mild, and the land fertile, producing fine grapes, 
from which they named it Vineland. The following year, a ship was 
sent out to push the discovery still further, but being overtaken by a 
storm, she was much damaged, and returned.’ 

“ The Norwegians continued to visit Vineland yearly, and by this 
means partly established themselvesas a colony there. This appears 
to be a fact well attested, but to settle the geography of that country 
is not so universally agreed upon. To succeed in an inquiry of this 
kind, we should know what part of America lies nearest to Green- 
land, and by what nations it is inhabited. _ 
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by the description of the winter, the country they visited 
should be southward of New England, supposing no change: 
since that time of the climate. But if it be true; as ‘Krantz; [ 
think, and some other historians tell us, that old Greenland, 


“ Although we may not be able exactly to ascertain the situation 
of Vineland, we have sufficient room to conjecture that this colony 
could not be far from the coasts of Labrador, or those of Newfound- 
Jand, which are not far from it, nor is there any circumstance in the 
relations of the ancient chronicles, but what may be accounted for on 
such a supposition. 

“ The first difficulty that must be obviated, is the short space of 
time that. appears to have been taken. up in passing to this.country 
from Greenland. To this it may be said, that the Norwegians pro- 
bably sailed from the western, as well as from the eastern coast of 
that country, since they had settlements on both sides of it. 

“It is certain that Davis’s Strait, which separates Greenland from 
the American continent, is very narrow in several places, and it ap- 
pears from ‘ Ellis’s Voyage to Hudson’s. Bay,’ that his passage from) 
the southern point of Greenland to the entrance to Hudson’s Bay, 
was but seven or eight days’ sail. The distance from the same point 
to the nearest coast of Labrador is much less. This could therefore: 
appear no such frightful distance te adventurers who had newly dis- 
covered Greenland, which is separated from Iceland by a distance 
nearly equal, This reasoning is still further enforced, when we 
reflect, that Iceland itself is.nearly double that distance from the 
nearest parts of Norway. 

‘*‘ Mr. Egede, in his account of Greenland, says, that Davis’s Strait 
is only,a deep. bay, which runs on, narrowing towards the north, till’ 
the opposite or American continent: can easily be discerned, and that 
its extremity ends in a river, over which, wandering savages, inured to 
cold, might easily pass if they had no canoes. 

“The result of this. seems to be, that there can be no doubt but 
that the Norwegian Greenlanders discovered the American continent, 
and that the place where they settled was either the country of Labra- 
dor, or, Newfoundland, and that their colony subsisted there a long 
time.”— Mallet’s Northern-Antiquities, Vol. I. 
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once inhabited and populous, is now rendered uninhabited by 
ice, it should seem that the almost perpetual northern winter’ 
had gained ground to the southward ; and if so, perhaps more 
northern countries might anciently have had vines, than can 
bear them in these days. B. FRANKLIN, 


To Samureut Danrorts, Eso. 


Dear Sir, London, July 25, 1773. 
It gave me great pleasure to receive so cheer- 
ful an epistle from a friend of half a century’s standing, and 
to see him commencing life a-new in so valuable a son. I 
hope the young gentleman’s patent will be as beneficial to 
him as his invention must be to the public. ~ 
I see by the papers, that you continue to afford that public 
your services, which makes me almost ashamed of my resolu- 
tions for retirement. But this exile, though an honorable 
one,’ is become grievous to me, in so long a separation from 
my family, friends and country, all which you happily enjoy ; 
and long may you continue to enjoy them. I hope for the 
great pleasure of once more seeing and conversing with you; 
and though living on in one’s children, as we both may do, is 
a good thing, I cannot but fancy it might be better to con- 
tinue living ourselves at the same time. I rejoice therefore, 
in your kind imtentions of including me in the benefits of that 
inestimable sfone, which curing all diseases (even old age it- 
self), will enable us to see the future glorious state of our 
America, enjoying ia full security her own liberties, and 
offering in her bosom a participation of them to all the op- 
pressed of other nations. I anticipate the jolly conversation 


_¥ Dr. Franklin was at that time agent for several of the American 
colonies in Great Britain. 
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we and twenty more of our friends may have a hundred years 
hence on this subject, over that well replenished bowl at 
Cambridge commencement. I am, dear sir, for an age to 
come, and for ever, with sincere esteem and respect, your 
most obedient humble servant, _  B. Franxuin, 


To His Most Serene Hicuness Don GasRriEL 
or Bovurson. 

On receiving his Version of Sallust. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 12, 1775. 
IntustTRiovus PRINCE, ’ 

I have just received through the hands of the 
ambassador of Spain, the much esteemed present your most 
serene highness hath so kindly sent me, of your excellent ver- 
sion of Sallust. 

I am extremely sensible of the honor done me, and beg 
you would accept my thankful acknowledgments. I wish [ 
could send hence any American literary production worthy of 
your perusal ; but as yet the muses have scarcely visited these 
remote regions. Perhaps, however, the proceedings of our 
American congress, just published, may be a subject 
of some curiosity at your court. I therefore take the 
liberty of sending your highness a copy, with some other 
papers which contain accounts of the successes wherewith 
Providence has lately favored us. Therein your wise politi- 
cians may contemplate the first efforts of a rising state, which 
seems, likely soon to act a part of some importance on the 
stage of human affairs, and furnish materials for a future Sal- 
lust. Jam very old and can scarce hope to see the event of 
this great contest: but looking forward, I think I see a 
powerful dominion growing up here, whose interest it will be 
to form a close and firm alliance with Spain, (their territories 
bordering) and who being united, will be able, not only te 
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preserve their own people in peace, but to repel the force of 
all the other powers in Europe. It seems, therefore, pru- 
dent on both sides to cultivate a good understanding, that 
may hereafter be so useful to both; towards which a fair 
foundation is already laid in our minds, by the well-founded 
popular opinion entertained here of Spanish integrity and 
honor. I hope my presumption in hinting this will be 
pardoned. If in any thing on this side the globe I can ren- 
der either service or pleasure to your royal highness, your 
commands will make me happy. With the utmost esteem 
and veneration, I have the honor to be your Serene High- 
ness’s most obedient and most humble servant, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Priestley. 
Philosopher’s Stene—State of affairs in America. 


Dear SIR, Or Paris; Jan. 27, 1777. 

I received your very kind letter of February 
last, some time in September. Major Carleton, who was 
so kind as to forward it to me, had not an opportunity of 
doing it sooner. [ rejoice to hear of your continual progress 
in those useful discoveries ; I find that you have set all the 
philosophers of Europe at work upon fixed air; and it is 
with great pleasure I observe how 'aigh you stand in their 
opinion ; for [ enjoy my friends’ fame ‘as my own. 

The hint you gave me jocularly, that you did not quite 
despair of the philosopher’s stone, draws from me a request, 
that when you have found it, you will take care to lose it 
again; for I believe in my conscience that mankind are 
wicked enough to continue slaughtering one another as long 
as they can find money to pay the butchers. But of all the 
wars in my time, this on the part of England appears to me 
the wickedest ; having no cause but malice against liberty, 
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and the jealousy of commerce. And I think the crime 
seems likely to meet with its proper puvishment; a total 
loss of her own liberty, and the destruction of her own com- 
merce. 

T suppose you would like to know something of the state’ 
of affairs in America. In all probability we shall be much 
stronger the next campaign than we were in the last; better 
armed} better disciplined, and with more ammunition. When [ 
was at the camp before Boston,’ the army had not five rounds’ 
of powder a man ; this was kept a secret even from our people. 
The world wondered that we so seldom fired a cannon ; we! 
could not afford it: but we now make powder in plenty. 

Toi me it seems, as it has always done, that this war must 
end in our favor, and in the ruin of Britain, if she does not 
speedily put an end to it. An English gentleman here the 
other day, in company with some French, remarked, that it 
was folly in France not to make war immediately: And in 
England; replied one of them, not to: make peace. 

Do not believe the reports you hear of our internal de 
visions. We are, I believe, as much united as any people 
ever were, and as firmly. ~B. FRANKLIN, 


To Mrs. Tuompson, at Liste. 
‘i Paris, Feb. 8, 1777. 
You are too early, hussy, as well as too saucy, in 
calling me rebel ; you should wait for the event, which will 
determine whether it is a rebellion or only a revolution, 
Here the ladies are more civil; they call us les Insurgens ; 
a character that usually pleases them: and methinks all other 
women who smart, or have smarted under the tyranny of a 
bad husband, ought to be fixed in revolution Priel, and 


act according gly. 


* {n October 1775. 
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Cail 


In my way to Canada last sprmg, I saw dear Mrs. Bar-. 
row, at New York. Mr. Barrow had’ been from her two or 
three months to keep Governor. Tryon, and other tories com- 
pany on board the Asia, one of the king’s ships which lay: 
in the harbor; and in all that time that naughty man had. 
not ventured once on shore to see her. Our troops vere: 
then pouring into the town, and she was packing up to leave, 
it; fearing, as she hada large house, they would incommode: 
her, by quartering officers in it. As she appeared in great 
perplexity, scarce knowing where to go, I persuaded her. 
to stay; and I went to the general officers then commanding. 
there, and recommended her to their protection ; which they 
promised and performed. On my return from Canada,, 
where I was a piece of a governor (and I think a very good. 
one) for a fortnight, and might have been so till this time, if. 
your wicked army, enemies to all good government, had not. 
come and driven me out, I found her still in quiet possession. 
of her house. I inquired how our people had behaved to 
her ; she spoke in high terms of the respectful. attention they 
had paid her, and the quiet and security they had procured: 
her. Isaid 1 was glad of it; and that.if they had used her 
ul, I would: have turned tory. Then,. said she, (with that 
pleasing gaiety so natural to her) I wish they had. For you 
must know she is a toryess as well as you, and can as flip- 
pantly call rebel. I drank tea with her; we talked affec- 
tionately of you and our other friends the Wilkes’s, of whony 
she had: received no. late intelligence: what became of her 
since, | have not heard. ‘The street she lived in was some 
months after chiefly burnt down; but as the town was then; 
and ever since has been, in possession of the’ king’s troops, 
I have had no opportunity of knowing whether she suffered 
any loss in the conflagration. I hope she did not, as if she 
did, I should wish 1 had not persuaded her to stay there. I 
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am glad to learn from you that that unhappy, though de- 
serving family, the W.’s, are getting into some business that. 
may afford them subsistence. I pray that God will bless 
them, and that they may see happier days. Mr. Cheap’s 
and Dr. H.’s good fortunes please me. Pray learn, if you 
have not already learnt, like me, to be pleased with other 
peonle’s pleasures, and happy with their happiness, when 
nore occur of your own; then perhaps you will not so soon 
be weary of the place you chance to be in, and so fond of 
rambling to get rid of your ennui. I fancy you have hit 
upon the right reason of your being weary of St. Omers, 
viz. that you are out of temper, which is the effect of full, 
living and idleness. A month in Bridewell, beating hemp, 
upon bread and water, would give you health and spirits, 
and subsequent cheerfulness and contentment, with every 
other situation. I prescribe that regimen for you, my dear, 
in pure good-will, without a fee. And let me tell you, if 
you do not get into temper, neither Brussels nor Lisle will 
sult you. I know nothing of the price of livmg in either of 
those places; but 1 am sure a single woman as you are, 
might with economy upon two hundred pounds a-year main- 
tain herself comfortably any. where; and me into the bar- 
gain. Do not invite me in earnest, however, to come and 
live with you; for being posted here, I ought not to comply, 
and | am not sure I should be able to refuse. Present my 
respects to Mrs. Payne, and Mrs. Heathcot, for though I 
have not the honor of knowing them, yet as you say they. 
are friends to the American cause, [ am sure they must be 
women of good understanding. I know you wish you 
could see me, but as you can’t, I will describe myself to you. 
Figure me in your mind as jolly as formerly, and as strong 
and hearty, only a few years older; very plainly dressed, 
wearing my thin grey straight hair, that peeps out under my 
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only coifure, a fine fur cap; which comes down my fore- 
head almost to my spectacles. Thmk how. this must appear, 
among the powdered heads of Paris! 1 wish every lady 
and geutleman in France’ would only be so obliging as 
to follow my fashion, comb ‘their own heads as I do mine, 
dismiss their friseurs, and pay me half the money they paid 
to them. You see the gentry might well afford this, and 
I could then enlist these friseurs, (who are at least 100,000) 
and with the money I would maintain them, make a visit 
with them to England, and dress the heads of your ministers 
and privy counsellors ; which I conceive at present to be 
un peu dérangées. Adieu! madcap; and believe me ever, 
your affectionate friend, and humble servant, 

| | B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. Don’t be proud of this long letter, A fit of the 
gout, which has confined me five days, and made me refuse 
to see company, has given me a little time to trifle ; other- 
wise it would have been very short, visitors and business 
would have interrupted: and perhaps, with Mrs. Barrow, 
you wish they had. , 


To Dr. Coorgr, Boston. 


Paris, May 1, 1777. 

I thank you for your kind congratulations on my 
safe arrival here, and for your good wishes. I am, as you 
supposed, treated with great civility and respect by all orders 
of people ; but it gives me still greater satisfaction to find 
that our being here is of some use to our country. On 
that head I cannot be more explicit at present. 

I rejoice with you in the happy change of affairs: in 
America last winter: I hope the same train of success will 
continue through the summer. Our enemies are disap- 
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pointed in the number of additional troops they purposed 
to send over. What they have been able to muster will not 
probably recruit their army to the state it was in the begin- 
ning of last campaign; and ours I hope will be. equally 
numerous, better armed, and better clothed, than they have 
been heretofore. . | 

All Europe is on our side of the question, as far as ap- 
plause and good wishes can carry them. ‘Those who live 
under arbitrary power do nevertheless approve of liberty, 
and wish for it: they almost despair of recovering it in 
£urope ; they read the translations of our separate colony 
constitutions with rapture; and there are such numbers 
everywhere who talk of removing to America, with their 
families and fortunes, as soon as peace and our independence 
shall be established, that it is generally believed we shall 
have a prodigious addition of strength, wealth, and arts, 
from the emigrations of Europe; and it 1s thought, that toe 
lessen or prevent such emigrations, the tyrannies establisled 
there must relax, and allow more liberty to their people. 
Hence it is a common observation here, that our cause is 
the cause of all mankind ; and that we are fighting for their 
liberty in defending our own. It is a glorious task assigned 
us by Providence ; which has, I trust, given us spirit and 
virtue equal to it, and will at last crown it with success. 
- dam ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately. 

B. FRANKLIN. 
| To Mr. WintTuROpP, Boston. 
DEAR BIR, 4) oo Paris, May 1, 1777. 
I received your kind letter of February 28, which 

gave me great pleasure. . 


I forwarded your letter to Dr. Price, who was well lately ; 
but his friends, on his account, were under some appre- 
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hensions from the violence of government, in consequence 
of his late excellent publications in favor of liberty. I 
wish all the friends of liberty and man would quit that sink 
of corruption, and leave it to its fate. 

The people of this country are almost unanimously in 
our favor. The government has its reasens for postponing 
a war, but is making daily the most diligent preparations ; 
wherein Spam goes hand in hand. In the mean time, 
America has the whole harvest of prizes made upon the 
British commerce; a kind of monopoly that has its advan- 
tages, as by affording greater encouragement ‘to cruisers, it 
increases the number of our seamen, and thereby augments 
our naval power. 

The conduct of those princes of Germany, who have 
sold the blood of their people, has subjected them to the 
contempt and odium of all Europe. The Prince of Ans- 
‘pach, whose recruits mutinied and refused to march, was 
obliged to disarm and fetter them, and drive them to the 
sea-side by the help of his guards ; himself attending in per- 
son. In his return he was publicly hooted by mobs through 
every town he passed in Holland, with all sorts of reproach- 
ful epithets. The King of Prussia’s humor of obliging 
those princes to pay him the same toll per head for the men 
they drive through his dominions, as used to be paid him 
for their cattle, because they were sold as such, is generally 
spoken of with approbation; as containing a just reproof 
of those tyrants. [I send you enclosed one of the many 
satires that have appeared on this occasion. 

With best wishes of prosperity to yourself and to my dear 
country, where I hope to spend my last years, and lay my 
bones, P 

I am ever, dear Sir, your affectionate friend, 

and humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Mr. Cusuine, Boston, | 
Sum, , Paris, May i, 1777. 


I thank you for your kind congratulations on my 
arrival here, and shall be happy in finding that our negocia- 
tions on this side the water are of effectual service to our 
‘country. 2 4 ao" 

The general news here is, that all Europe is arming and 
preparing for war, as if it were soon expected. Many of 
the powers, however, have their reasons for endeavoring: to 
postpone it, at least a few months longer. 

Our enemies will not be able to send against us all the 
strength they intended: they can procure but few Germans ; 
and their recruitimg and impressing at home, goes on but 
heavily. ‘They threaten, however, and give out; that Lord 
Howe is to bombard Boston this summer, and Burgoyne, 
with the troops from Canada, to destroy Providence, and 
lay waste Connecticut; while Howe marches against Phila- 
delphia. They will do us undoubtedly as much mischief as 
they can: but the virtue and bravery of our countrymen 
will, with the blessing of God, prevent part of what they 
intend, and nobly bear the rest. ‘This campaign is entered 
upon with a mixture of rage and despair, as their whole 
scheme of reducing us depends upon its success ; the wisest 
of the nation being clear, that if this fails, administration will 
not be able to support another. B. FRANKLIN. |> 


To Mr. Tuomas Viny, TENTERDEN, KENT. 


Dear Sir, | Passy, May 4, 1779. 
[received with great pleasure your kind letter, as I 
learnt by it that my hospitable friend still exists, and that his 
friendship for me had not abated. 


oe 
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‘We have had a hard struggle, but the Almighty has fa- 
vored ‘the just cause, and 1 join most heartily with you in 
your prayers that he may perfect his work, and establish 
freedom in the new world, as an asylum for those of the old, 
whordeserve it. I find that many worthy and wealthy fami- 
lies of this continent are determined to remove thither and 
partake of ‘it, as soon as peace shail. make the passage safer ; 
for which peace I also join your prayers most cordially, as Fi 
think the war a detestable one ; and grieve much at the mis- 
chief and misery it occasions to many ; my only consolation 
being that I did all in my power to prevent it. 4 SiR 

When all the bustle is over, if my short remainder of life 
will permit® my return thither, what a pleasure will it be to 
me ‘to see my old friend and his children settled there! B 
hope he will find vines and figtrees there for all of them, 
under which. we. may sit and converse, enjoymg peace and 
plenty, a good government, good laws and liberty, without 
which men Jose half their value. 

I am, with much esteem, dear friend, yours, &e. 

B. Franxuin, 


To Mrs. Wricut,: Lonpon. 
Dear Mapam, Passy, May 4, 1779. 
_. I received your favor of the 14th of March past, 
and if you should continue in your resolution of returning 


* Mrs. Meuetase, Wricut was altogether a very extraordinary 
woman. She was the niece of the celebrated John Wesley, but was 
born at Philadelphia, in which city her parents settled at an early 
period. Mrs. Wright was greatly distinguished as a modeller in 
wax; which art she turned to a remarkable account in the American 
war, by coming to England, and exhibiting her performances. This 
enabled her to procure much intelligence of importance, which she 
communicated to Dr. Franklin and others, with whom she corres- 

VOL, I. Cc 
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to America, through France, I shall certainly render you 
any of the little services in my power: but there are so 
many difficulties at present in getting passages hence, par- 
ticularly safe ones for women, that methinks I should ad- 
vise your stay till more settled times, and till a more fre- 
quent intercourse is established. 

As to the exercise of your art here, I am in doubt whether 
it would answer your expectations. Here are two or three 
who profess it, and make a show of their works on the 
Boulevards; but it is not the taste for persons of fashion to 
sit to these artists for their portraits: and both Ronee 
and living at Paris are very expensive. j 

I thought that friendship required I should pate you 
with these circumstances; after which you will use your 
discretion. I am, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


[Written in the envelope of the above.] 

PS. My grandson, whom you may remember when a 
little saucy boy at school, being my amanuensis in writing 
the within letter, has been diverting me with his remarks. 
He conceives that your figures cannot be packed up, without 
damage from any thing you could fill the boxes with to keep 


ponded during the whole war. As soon as a general was appointed, 
or a squadron begun to be fitted out, the old lady found means of 
access to some family where she could gain information, and thus, 
without being at all suspected, she contrived to transmit an account 
of the number of the troops, and the place of their destination to 
her political friends abroad. She at one time had frequent access toe 
Buckingham-House ; and used, it was said, to speak her sentiments 
very freely to their majesties, who were amused with her originality, 
The great Lord Chatham honored her with his visits, and she took 
his likeness, which appears in Westminster Abbey. Mrs, Wright 
died very old in February, 1736. 


OF 
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~ them steady. He supposes, therefore, that you must put 
them into post-chaises, two and two, which will make a long 
train upon the road, and be a very expensive conveyance ; 
but as they will eat nothing at the inns, you may the better 
afford it. When they come to Dover, he is sure they are so 
like life and nature, that the master of the packet will not 
receive them on board without passes; which you will do 
well therefore to take out from the secretary’s office, before 
you leave London, where they will cost you on/y the modest 
price of two guineas and sixpence each, which you will pay 
without grumbling, because you are sure the money will 
never be employed against your country. It will require, he 
says, five or six of the long wicker French stage coaches to 
carry them as passengers from Calais to Paris, and a ship 
with good accommodations to convey them to America, 
where all the world will wonder at your clemency to Lord 
N 


to the lighters, you had generously reprieved him for trans- 


-; that having it in your power to hang or send him 
portation. 


To GENERAL BECKWITH. 


Discouraging his going to the United States, under the ex- 
pectation of being employed in its armies. 


Sir, | - Passy, May 17, 1779. 

Having assured you verbally that I had no authority 
to treat or agree with any military person, of any rank what- 
ever, to goto America, £ understand your expressions, that 
“you will take your chance of I think you may be useful,” 
to mean that you will go over without making any terms 
with me, on a supposition, which you also mention, that my 
recommendation will be regarded by the congress, and that 
you shall thereupon be employed in our armies. 
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Whoever has seen the high character given of you by 
Prince Ferdinand (under whom you served) to Lord Chat- 
ham, which 1 saw when in London, must think that so able 
an officer might have been exceedingly useful to our cause, 
if he had been in America at the beginning of the war. But 
there is a great difficulty at this time m mtroducing one of 
your rank into our armies, now that they are all arranged and 
fully officered ; and this kind of difficulty has been found so 
great, and the congress has been so embarrassed with num- 
bers of officers from other countries, who arrived under 
strong recommendations, that they have been at above 
100,000 livres expense to pay the charges of such officers 
in coming to America and returning to Europe, rather than 
hazard the discontent, the placing them to the prejudice of 
our own officers who had served from the beginning, would 
have occasioned. Under these circumstances, they have not 
merely left me without authority, but they have: ‘express 
terms forbid me to agree with, or encourage by any means; 
the going over of officers to America in expectation of em- 
ployment. As to my recommendation, whatever weight it — 
might have had formerly, it has in several instances been so 
improperly employed through the too great confidence I shad 
in recommendations from others, that I think it would at 
present be of no importance if it were necessary; but after 
that above mentioned of so great a general, and so good a 
judge of military merit as Prince Ferdinand, a character of 
you from me would be impertinence. 

Upon the whole, 1 can only say, that if you choose to go 
over and settle in our land of liberty, I shall be glad to find 
you there on my return as a fellow-citizen, because I believe 
you will be avery good one, and respected there as such by 
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the people. But I cannot advise or countenance your going 
thither with the expectation you mention, 
With great esteem, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Sir Epwarp Newenuam, Bart. Dusuin. 
Respecting Irish emigration to the United States. 
Sir, BS  Passy, May 27, 1779. 

I should sooner have sent this passport, but that 
IT ‘hoped to have had the other from this court in time to 
send with it. If you should stay a few days in England, and 
will let me know how it may be directed to you, I can send 
it to you per post. 

LT received some time since a letter from a person at Bel- 
fast, informing me that a great number of people in those 
parts were desirous of going to settle in America, if pass- 
ports could be obtained for them and their effects, and refer- 
ring me to you for future information. I shall always be 
ready to afford every assistance and security in my power to 
such undertakings, when they are really meant, and are not 
merely schemes of trade with views of introducing English 
manufactures into America, under pretence of their being 
the substance of persons going there to settle. 

I admire the spirit with which I see the Irish are at length 
determined to claim some share of that freedom of com- 
merce, which is the right of all mankind, but which they 
have been so.long deprived of by the abominable selfishness 
of their fellow-subjects. To enjoy all the advantages of the 
climate, soil, and situation in which God and nature have 
placed us, is as clear a right as that of breathing ; and can 
uever be justly. taken from men but asa punishment for 
some atrocious crime. 
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The English have long seemed to think it a right which 
none could have but themselves. Their injustice has already 
cost them dear, and if persisted in, will be their ruin. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, Sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To GENERAL GatTEs. 
Chevalier de Ramondis—Capitulation of Saratoga—Dis- 


sensions in America. 
Dear Sir, | Passy, Stic 2, 1779. 

I received your obliging letter by the Chevalier de 
Ramondis, who appears extremely sensible of the civilities 
he received at Boston, and very desirous of being serviceable 
to the American cause: his wound is not yet right, as he 
tells me there is a part of the bone still to be cut off. But 
he is otherwise well and cheerful, and has a great respect for 
you. | 
The pride of England was never so humbled by any thing 
as by your capitulation of Saratoga:* they have not yet got 
over it, though a little elevated this spring by their success 
against the French commerce. But the growing appre+ 
hension of having Spain too upon their hands, has lately 
brought them down to an humble seriousness that begins to 
appear even in ministerial discourses, and the papers of 
ministerial writers. All the happy effects of that transaction 
for America, are not generally known: 1 may some time or 
other acquaint the world with some of them. When shall 
we meet again in cheerful converse, talk over our adventures, 
and finish with a quiet game of chess? 

The little dissensions between particular states in America. 


“© Qet. 17, 1778.) «20H eE BO OR 
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are much magnified in England, and they once had great 
hopes from them. I consider them with you as the effects 
of apparent security, which do not affect the grand points 
of independence, and adherence to treaties ; and which will 
vanish at a renewed appearance of danger. This court con- 
_tinues heartily our friend, and the whole nation are warm in 
our favor; excepting only a few West Indians, and mer- 
chants in that trade, whose losses make them a little uneasy, 

With sincere and great esteem and affection, I am ever, 

dear Sir, your most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 
B. FrRanxuin. 


ExTRACT OF A LETTER TO RicuanD Bacnue, Esq. 
(Dr. Franklin’s son-in-law.) 
_ Respecting his enemies in America—His grandsons, &c. 
Passy, June 2, 1779. 
IT am very easy about the efforts Messrs. L. and 
* * * are using (as you tell me) to injure me on that side of 


the water. I trust in the justice of the congress that they — 


will listen to no accusations against me, that 1 have not first 
been acquainted with, and had an opportunity of answering. 
I know those gentlemen have plenty of ill-will to me, though 
1 have never done to either of them the smallest injury, or 
given the least just cause of offence. But my too great 
reputation and the general good-will this people have for me, 
the respect they show me, and even the compliments they 
make me, all grieve those unhappy gentlemen; unhappy in- 
deed in their tempers, and in the dark uncomfortable passions 
of jealousy, anger, suspicion, envy, and malice. - It is enough 
for good minds to be affected at other people’s misfortunes ; 
but they. thatare. vexed at every body’s good luck, can never 
be happy: I take no other revenge of such enemies, than to 


> 
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let them remain if the miserable situation in which their 
malignant natures have placed them, by endeavoring tosup- 
port an estimable character; and thus by continuing. the 
reputation the world has hitherto indulged me with, I shall 
continue them in their present state of damnation; and I am 
not disposed to reverse my conduct for the alleviation of 
their torments. 

I am surprised to hear that my grandson, Temple Frank» 
lin, being with me, should be an objection against me, and 
that there is a cabal for removing him. Methinks it is rather 
some merit that I have rescued a valuable young man from 
the danger of being a tory, and fixed him in honest repub- 
lican whig principles; as I think from the integrity of his 
disposition, his industry, his early sagacity, and uncommon 
abilities for business, lie may in time become of great service 
to his country. It is enough that I have lost my son,* 
would they add my grandson? An old man of seventy, I 
undertook a winter voyage at the command of the congress, 
and for the public service, with no other attendant to take 
care of me. I am continued here in a foreign country, where, 
if I am sick, his fihal attention comforts me, and, if I die, £ 
have a child to close my eyes and take care of my remains. 
His dutiful behavior towards me, and his diligence and 
fidelity in business, are both pleasing and useful to me. His 
conduct as my private secretary has been unexceptionable, 
and I am confident the congress will never think of septs 
ing us. ) 
1 have had a great deal of pleasure in Ben®* too. Tis a 
good honest lad, and will make, I think, a valuable, man.’ He 
had made as much proficiency in his learning as the boarding 


Tish ft 


“oe ef ep opete 
8 . 


* Governor Franklin. > Mr. Bache’s eldest son, 7 


PART E OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 41 


school he was at could well afford him, and after some con- 
sideration where to find a better for him, I at length fixed on 
- sending him to Geneva. I had a good opportunity by a 
géntlemati of that city who had a place for him in bis chaise, 
and has a son of about the same age at the same school. He 
promised to take care of him, and enclosed I send you the 
letters 1 have since received relating to him and from him, 
He went very cheerfully, and 1 understand is very happy. 
I miss his:company on Sundays at dinner. But if [ live, and 
I can find a little leisure, I shall make the journey next 
spring to see him, and to see at the same time the old thir- 
teen United States of Switzerland. 

Thanks be to God, I continue well and hearty. Un- 
doubtedly | grow older, but | think the last ten years have 
made no great difference. I have some times the gout, but 
they say that is not so much a disease as a remedy. God 
bless you. Jam your affectionate father, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mrs. Bacue, (Dr. Franklin’s Daughter.) 
| Various matter. 


_ Dear SALty,. | Passy, June 3, 1779. 

a. I have. before me. your letters of Oct. 
22, and Jan. 17th: they are the only ones I received from 
you in the course of eighteen months. If you knew how 
happy your letters make me, and considered how PR 
carry, I think you would write oftener. 

I am much obliged to the Miss Cliftons for the kind ¢ care 
they. took of my house and furniture. Present my thankful 
acknowledgments to them, and tell them I wish them all 
sorts of happiness. : 


* During the occupation of Philadelphia by a British army. 
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- ‘The clay medallion of me you say you gave to Mr. Hop- 
kinson was the first of the kind made in France. A variety 
of others have been made since of different sizes; some to 
be set in lids of snuff boxes, and some so small as to be 
worn in rings; and the numbers sold are incredible. These, 
with the pictures, busts, and prints, (of which copies upon 
copies are spread everywhere) have made your father’s face 
as well known as that of the moon, so that he durst not do 
any thing that would oblige him to run away, as his phiz 
would discover him wherever he should venture to show it. 
It is said by learned etymologists that the name Doll, for 
the images children play with, is derived from the word 
IpoL; from the number of dolls now made of him, he may 
be truly said, in that sense, to be 2-doll-ized in this country. 

I think you did right to stay out of town till the summer 
was over for the sake of your child’s health. I hope you 
will get out again this summer during the hot months; for I 
begin to love the dear little creature from your description of 
her. ; 

I was charmed with the account you give me of your in- 
dustry, the table-cloths of your own spinning, &c.; but the 
latter part of the paragraph, that you had sent for linen from 
France because weaving and flax were grown dear, alas! 
that dissolved the charm ; and your sending for long black 
pins, and lace, and feathers! disgusted me as much as if 
you had put salt into my strawberries. The spinning, I see, 
is laid aside, and you are to be dressed for the ball! you 
seem not to know, my dear daughter, that of all the dear 
things in this world, idleness is the dearest, except mischief. 

The project you mention of removing Temple from me 
was an unkind one; to deprive an old man sent to serve his 
country in a foreign one, of the comfort of a child to attend 
him, to.assist-him in health and take care of him in sickness, 
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would be cruel, if it was practicable. In this case it could 
not be done; for as the pretended suspicions’ of him are 
groundless, and his behavior in every respect unexception- 
able, I should not part with the child, but with the employ- 
ment. But I am confident that whatever may be proposed 
by weak or malicious people, the congress is too wise. and 
too good to think of treating me in that manner. 

Ben, if I should live long enough to want it, is like to be 
another comfort to me: as I intend him for a presbyterian 
as well as a republican, I have sent him to finish his edu- 
cation at Geneva. He is much grown, in very good health, 
draws a little, as you will see by the enclosed, learns Latin, 
writing, arithmetic, and dancing, and speaks French better 
than English. He made a transiation of your last letter to 
him; so that some of your works may now appear in a foreign 
language. He has not been long from me. I send the 
accounts I have of him, and [ shall put him in mind of 
writing to you. I cannot propose to you to part with your 
own dear Will: I must one of these days go back to see 
him ; happy to be once more all together! but futurities are 
uncertain, ‘l'each him however in the mean time to direct 
his worship more properly, for the deity of “ Hercules” is 
now quite out of fashion. | 

‘The present you mention as sent by me, was rather that 
of a merchant at Bourdeaux, for he would never give me 
any account of it; and neither iia Ne nor I know any thing 
of the dakeichbeish i 

When I began to read your account of the high prices of 
goods, “a pair of gloves seven dollars, a yard of common 
gause twenty-four dollars, and that it now required a for- 
tune to maintain a family in a very plain way,” I expected 
you would conclude with telling. me, that every body as well 
as yourself was grown frugal and industrious ; and I could 
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scarce believe my eyes in reading forward, that “ there never 
was so much dressing and pleasure going on; and that 
you yourself wanted black pins and feathers from France ; 
to appear, I suppose, in the mode! ‘This leads me to imagine, 
that perhaps it is not so much that the goods are grown 
dear, as that the money is grown cheap, as every thing else 
will do when excessively plenty ; and that people are still as 
easy nearly in their circumstances as when a pair of gloves 
might be had for half a crown. ‘The war indeed may in 
some degree raise , the prices of goods, and. the high taxes 
which are necessary to support the war may make our fru- 
gality necessary ; and as { am always preaching that doctrine, 
I cannot in conscience or in decency encourage the contrary, 
by my example, in furnishing my children with foolish modes 
and luxuries. I therefore send all the articles you desire 
that are useful and necessary, and omit the rest; for as 
you say you should “ have great pride in wearing any thing 
L send, and showing rt as your father’s taste,” 1 must avoid 
giving you an opportunity of doing that with either lace or 
feathers. If you wear your cambric ruffles as | do, and take 
care not to mend the holes, they will come m time to be 
lace ; and feathers, my dear girl, may be had in America 
rdlig every cock’s tail. 

If you happen again to see General mebarens assure 
him of my very great and sincere respect, and tell him that 
all the old generals here amuse themselves in studying the 
accounts of his operations, and approve highly of his con-— 
duct. 

Present my. affectionate regards to all friends that inquire 
after me, particularly Mr. Duffield and family, and write 
cca my dear child, to | | 

your loving father, 
 B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Mr. BripecENn, Lonpon. 
On copper coinage for the United States. 
DeEaR SiR, Passy, October 2, 1779. 

I received your favor of the 17th past, and the two | 
samples of copper are sce come tohand. ‘The metal seems 
to be very good, and the price reasonable, but I have not yet 
received the orders necessary to justify my making the pur- 
chase proposed. There has indeed been an intention to strike 
copper coin that may not only be useful as small change, but 
serve other purposes. — Instead of repeating continually upon 
every halfpenny the dull story that every body knows (and 
what it would have been no loss to mankind if nobody had 
ever known), that Geo. III. is king of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, &c. &c. to put on one side some important 
proverb of Solomon, some pious moral, prudential or econo- 
mical precept, the frequent inculcation of which, by seeing ‘it 
every time one receives a piece of money, might make an im- 
pression upon the mind, especially of young persons, and 
tend to reculate the conduct; such as on some, The fear of 
the Lord isthe beginning of wisdom ; on others, Honesty és 
the best policy ; on others, He that by the plough would 
thrive, himself must either hold or drive; on others, “Keep 
thy shop, and. thy shop will keep thee; on others, 4 penny 
saved is a penny got ; on others, He that buys what he has 
no need of, will soon be forced to sell his necessaries; on 
others, Early to bed, and early to rise, wili make a man 
healthy, wealthy, and wise; and so on toa great variety. 
The other side it was proposed to fill with good designs, 
drawn and engraved by the best artists in’ France, of all the 
different species of barbarity with which the English have 
carried on the ‘war in America, expressing every abominable 
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circumstance of their cruelty avd inhumanity, that figures 
can express, to make an impression on the minds of pos- 
terity as strong and durable as that on the copper. This re- 
solution has been a long time forborne, but the late burning 
of defenceless towns in Connecticut, on the flimsy pretence 
that the people fired from behind their houses, when it is 
known to have been premeditated and ordered from England, 
will probably give the finishing provocation, and may occasion 
a vast demand for your metal, | 
I thank you for your kind wishes respecting my health. I 
return them most cordially fourfold into your own bosom. 


Adieu. B. FRANKLIN. 


To B. Vaueuan, Eso. 7 
On his edition of some of Dr. Franklin's writings. 

DEAR Sir, Passy, Nov. 9, 1779. 

I have received several kind letters from you, 
which I have not regularly answered. ‘They gave me however 
-great pleasure, as they acquainted me with your welfare, and 
‘that of your family, and other friends; and 1 hope you will 
continue writing to me as often as you can do it conve- 
niently. 

I thank you much for the great care and pains you have 
taken in regulating and correcting the edition of those papers. 
Your friendship for me appears in almost every page; and if 
the preservation of any of them should prove of use to the 
public, it is to you that the public will owe the obligation. 
In looking them over, I have noted some faults of impression 
that hurt the sense, and some other little matters, which you 
will find all in a sheet under the title of Errata. You can 
best judge whether it may be worth while to add any of them 
to the errata already printed, or whether it may not be as well 
to reserve the whole for correction in another edition, if such 
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should ever be. Enclosed I send a more perfect copy of the 
chapter. * 

If I should ever recover the pieces that were in the hands 
of my son, and those I left among my papers in America, I 
think there may be enough to make three more such volumes, 
of which a great part would be more interesting. 

As to the tame of publishing, of which you ask my opinion, 
I am not furnished with any reasons, or ideas of reasons, on 
which to form any opinion. Naturally I should suppose the 
bookseller to be from experience the best judge, and I should 
be for leaving it to him. 

I did not write the pamphlet you mention. I inde ce 
of it. I suppose it is the same concerning which Dr. Priest- 
ley formerly asked me the same question. ‘That for which he 
took it, was intitled, 4 Dissertation on Liberty and Neces- 
sity, Pleasure and Pain, with these lines in the title-page : 


“ Whatever is, is right. But purblind man 
Sees but a part o’ the chain, the nearest link: 

His eye not carrying to that equal beam 

That poises all above 


London: printed MDCCXXV.? 


9? 


Dryden. 


I return the manuscripts you were so obliging as to send 
me: I am concerned at your having no other copies: I hope 
these will get safe to your hands: I do not remember the 
Duke de ‘Chartres shewing me the letter you mention. { 
have received Dr. Crawford’s book, but not your abstract, 
which | wait for as you desire. 


er K ae against Ligaen —See Writincs, Part 111. Miscei- 
LANIES, Sec. 


2 See a full account of this Peet? in Memorrs oy rue Lire, Part 
I. p, 33. ato.od.: p.63.-8v0. eds ‘ 
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A, send | you. also Mr. Pupont’s Table Economique, which 
I ‘think a an exce lent t ing, as it contains in a clear method 
all the principles of that new sect, called here des Economists. 
“Poor, Henley’s s dying 1 mn that manner As inconceivable tome. 
Is any reason given t to account for. it besides ‘insanity. 2 7 
Remember me affectionately to all my good fails, pan 
believe. me,, with great SEie dear. friends. 
aT 2 Foy KO! Kec aEN? ag 


¢ B: Pranxtin. 


To Francis Horxinsox, Esp. os A Ae 


“Duar Faia, coast Hoy toll Paagayy. Fuine 4, 17796- 

sania I.received your kind letter of the’ 22d Octo- 
ber. last; ethnts gave me great pleasure as it informed me ‘of 
your welfare, and of your appointment to. the honorable office 
of treasurer of loans. I think the congress judged rightly in 
their choice. An exactness Jn accounts, and scrupulous fi- 
delity 1 in matters of trust, are qualities for which your father 
was~ ‘eminent, and which I was persuaded were inherited by 
his son when © T took the liberty of naming him one of the 
executors of my will) a a liberty which q hope you will excuse. 
‘T am sorry for the losses you have ‘suffered by the Goths 
and Vandals, but. hope_it..will_be-made. up to you by the 
good Providence of God, and the good-will of your country, 
to whom your pen has occasionally been of service. Tam 
glad the enemy have left somethmg of my gimerackery, that 
is “capable of affording you pleasure. . You are therefore 
very welcome .to.the use of my electrical and pneumatic. 
machines as long as you think proper. [enclose you a little 
piece of Oxford wit, which I lately received, hoping it may 
afford you amusement. Present my respects to your g good 
mother and sisters, and bélieve me ever, 


wk 


CO 
ay 


my dear Friend, your’s most: affectionate tel. ads 
B. FRANKLIN. 


PART I. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 49 


P.S: Permit me to recommend the new minister, Mon; 
sieur Ile Chevalier de la Luzerne to your civilities, as a gen- 
tleman of most amiable character here, and a hearty friend 
of the American cause. If you can im any respect be gér- 
viceable to him you will much oblige me. 


Raclbeds an ike Fubewainig: (supposed to have been written the late 
Sir Wixtram Jones.) 


Collect read at Oxford on one of the fast days. 


O King, from whom all tawdry ribbons, all silk gowns, and all 
lawn sleeves do proceed ; give unto thy subjects that peace which the 
sword cannot give; and since thou hast unjustly brought us to the 
beginning of this war, put an end to the same by thy mighty pre- 
rogative ; granting us in this war, at least the shadow of justice, and 
in wars to come a little more of the substance: through the merits 
of thy trusty and well beloved Sir Frederic North, our chancellor. 


To Pe’re Beccaria.* 


Dear Sir, ~ Passy, November 19, 1779. 
Having some time since heard of your illness, 
with great concern, it gave me infinite pleasure to learn this 
day from M. Chantel, (who did me the honor of a yisit) that 


* Giovanni Bartiste Beccarta, a religious of the School of Piety, 
was 2 native of Mondovi. His celebrity as a teacher of mathematics 
and philosophy, first at Palermo, and afterwards at Rome, caused him 
to be invited to Turin, where he filled the chair of experimental lec- 
turer, and was employed in the tuition of some branches of the royal 
family. His correspondence was sought by men of letters in various 
countries; and he imparted to Dr. Franklin in particular, many im~- 
portant facts on philosophical subjects. Father Beccaria died at Turin, 
in an advanced age, in 1781. His “ Dissertations on Electricity” have 
been published; but the most curious of his pieces isan “ Essay on 
the Cause of Storms and Tempests.” 


VOL. I. D 


-_ 
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you were so far recovered as to be able to make little excur- 
sions on horseback; I pray God that your convalescence may 
be quick and perfect, and your health be again firmly este- 
blished : science would lose too much in losing one so zea- 
lous and active in its cause, and so capable of accelerating its 
progress and augmenting its dominions. 

- I find myself here immersed in affairs which absorb my 
attention, and prevent my pursuing those studies in which I 
always found the highest satisfaction: and J am now grown 
so old as hardly to hope for a return of that leisure and tran- 
quillity su necessary for philosophical disquisitions. I have, 
however, not long since thrown a few thoughts on paper 
relative to the aurora borealis,* which I would send you, 
but that 1 suppose you may have seen them in the Journal of 


PAbbé Rozier. If not, [ will make out a copy and send it to 


you; perhaps with some corrections. | 

Every thing of your writing is always very welcome to me; 
if, therefore, you have lately published any new experiments 
or observations in physics, 1 shall be happy to see them, when 


you have an opportunity of sending them to me. 


With the highest esteem, respect, and affection, Lam, Ke. 
B. Frankwin. 


To Dr. pales. Lonpon. 


Dear ‘Sir, : Passy,. February 6, 1780. ps 
[ received bnt very lately your kind favor of 
October 14th, Dr. ingenhausz, who brought it, having staid 


Jong in Holland. I sent that enclosed directly to Mr. L, It 


gave me great pleasure to understand that you continue well. 
Your writings, after all the abuse you and they have met with, 


* See Wuitines, Partrv. “ Philosophical Subjects.” 
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begin to make serious impressions on those who at first re- 
jected the counsels you gave; and they will acquire new 
weight every day, and. be in high esteem when the cavils 
against them are dead and forgotten. Please to present my 
affectionate respects to that honest, sensible, and intelligent 
society, * who did me so long the honor of admitting me to 
share in their instructive conversations. «1 never think of the 
hours I so happily spent in that-company, without regretting 
that they are never to be repeated ; for I see no prospect of 
an end to this unhappy war in my time. Dr. Priestley, you 
tell me, continues his experiments with success. We make 
daily great improvements in natural—there is one I wish to 
see in moral philosophy ; the discovery of a plan that would 
induce and oblige nations to settle their disputes without first 
cutting one another’s throats. When will human reason be 
sufficiently improved to see the advantage of this? When will 
men be convinced that even successful wars at length become 
misfortunes to those who unjustly commenced them, and who 
triumphed blindly in their success, not seeing all its conse- 
quences? Your great comfort and mine in this war 1S, that 
we honestly and faithfully did every thing i in our power to 
prevent it. Adieu, and believe me evel, my. dear friend, 
fi yours, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


* Supposed to allude to a club at the London Coffee-house, 
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To he acai 
On true Science and its progress. Reflections on the Incon- 
veniences attending all Situations in Life. 
DEAR Siz, Passy, February 8, 1780. 
~ Your kind letter of September 27th, came to hand 
but very lately, the bearer having staid long in Holland. © 
_ Lalways rejoice to hear of your being still employed in ex- 
perimental researches into nature, and of the success you 
meet with. ‘The rapid progress ¢rue science now makes, 
occasions my regretting sometimes that I was born so soon: 
it is impossible to imagine the height to which may be carried 
in a thousand years, the power of man over matter; we may 
perhaps learn to deprive large masses of their gravity, and 
give them absolute ‘levity, for the sake of easy transport. 
Agriculture may diminish its labor and double its. produce : 
all diseases may by sure means be prevented or cured, (not 
excepting even that of old age) and our lives lengthened at 
pleasure, even beyond the antediluvian standard. O that 
‘moral science were in as fair a Way of improvement, that men 
would cease to be wolves to one another, and that human 
beings would at length learn what they now improperly call 
ore 
“Lam glad my little paper on the sdoasionn Borealis pleased. 
If it should occasion farther inquiry, and so produce a better 
hypothesis, it will not be wholly useless. 
I am ever, with the greatest and most sincere esteem, | 
, Dear Sir, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


[ Enclosed in the foregoing Letter; being an answer to a sepa- 
rate paper received from Dr. Priestley.] 

I have considered the situation of that person 

very attentively: I think that with a little help from the 
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Moral Algebra,* he might form a better judgment than any 
other person can form forhim. But since my opinion seems 
to be desired, 1 give it for continuing to the end of the term, 
under all the present disagreeable. circumstances: the con- 
nexion will. then die a natural death. No reason will be ex- 
pected to. be given for the separation, and of course no offence 
taken at reasons given, the friendship may still subsist, and in 
some jother way be useful... ‘The time diminishes daily, and is 
usefully employed. All human situations have their. inconve- 
niences; we feel those that we find in the present, and. we 
neither feel nor see those that exist in another... Hence we 
make frequent and troublesome changes without amendment, 
and often for the worse. In my youth | was passenger in a 
little sloop, descending the river Delaware. ‘There bemg no 
wind, we were. obliged when the ebb was spent, to cast anchor, 
and wait for the next. ‘The heat of the sun.on the vessel was 
excessive, the company strangers to me, and not. very agree- 
able. Near the river side I saw what I took to.be a pleasant 
green meadow, in the middle of which was a large shady tree, 
where it struck my fancy I could sit. and read, (having a book 
-in.my pocket).and pass the time agreeably till the tide turned; 
I therefore prevailed -with the captain to put me ashore. 
Being landed, I found the greatest part of my meadow. was 
really a marsh, in crossing which, to come at my tree, I was 
up to my knees in mire: and J had not placed myself under 
its shade five minutes before the muskitoes im swarms found 
me out, attacked.my legs, hands, and face, and made my read- 
ing and my rest impossible ; so that I returned to the beach, 
and called for the boat to come and take me on board again, 
where I was obliged to bear the heat I had strove'to quit, 


* See Letter to Dr. Priestley, Sept. 19, 1772, Part.4.. 
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and also the laugh of the company. Similar cases in the 
affairs of life: ati since a fallen under my obser- 
vation: 

[ have had. hie of 4 college for bie in oidtellecieas et 
know no one'who might be more useful to the public in the 
institution of youth. But there are possible unpleasantnesses 
m that situation: it catinot be obtained but by a too hazardous 
voyage at this time for a family; and the time for signer 
‘weld be all otherwise 5 Sg ae 


To cry WasnincTon. 


Ten, to the Menai de la Fayetto— Invitation to, einit 
lbs 


eens i ole 8 RBI — Passy, Monde 5, 1780. 

‘ef? / J have adasivad but saddloky the letter your excel- 
lency did me'the honor of writing to me in recommendation 
of the Marquis de la Fayette. His modesty detained it long 
in his own hands. We became acquainted, however, from the 
time of his arrival at Paris; and his zeal for the honor of our 
country, his activity in our affairs here, and his firm: attach- 
ment to our cause, and to you, impressed me with the same 
regard and esteem for him that your excellency’s letter would 
have done had it been immediately delivered to me. 

Should peace arrive after another campaign or two, and 
afford us a little leisure, I should be happy to see your ex- 
cellency in Europe, and to accompany you, if ‘my age and 


* The advice contained in this paper related to Dr. Priestley him- 
self, who had engaged to live with Lord Shelburne, as his librarian, 
at a salary of about £300 per annum, for a certain number of years: 
but before the term had expired, he became disgusted with his situa- 
tion, and requested counsel from Dr. Franklin on the subject. 
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strength would permit, in visiting some of its ancient and 
most famous: kingdoms. You would on this. sidé the sea, 
enjoy the great reputation you. have acquired, pure and free 
from those little shades that the jealousy and envy of a man’s 
countrymen and cotemporaries aré ever endeavoring to.cast 
over living merit. Here. you would know, and enjoy, what 
posterity will say of Washington. Fora thousand leagues 
have nearly the same effect as a thousand years. The feeble 
voice of those grovelling passions cannot extend so far either 
in time or distance. At present I enjoy that pleasure for 
you; as I frequently hear the old generals of this martial 
country (who study the maps of America, and mark upon 
them all your operations) speak with sincere approbation and 
great applause of your conduct; and join in giving you the 
character of one of the greatest captains of the age. 

I ‘must soon quit the scene, but you may live to see our 
country florish, as it will amazingly and rapidly after the war 
is over; like a field of young Indian com, which long fair 
weather and sunshine had enfeebled and discolored, and which 
in that weak state, by a thunder gust of violent wind, -hail, 
and rain, seemed to be threatened with absolute destruction; 
yet the storm being past, it recovers fresh verdure, shoots-up 
with double vigor, and delights the eye not of its owner only, 
but of every observing traveller, = 

~The best wishes that can be formed for your heal, hone, 
= en ever attend you; ' from | 

tiie —— pit | OLE 
B, FRanku1in. 
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To Mr. tz Citvatier De La Luzerne, 
a inister er fr om France’ to the United States. ee 
| sbibl dentin Various matter | siidic ; | 
“Sik, te Passy, March 5;'1780. - 
“a { réceived with great pleasure the letter you did 
me the honor of writing to me from Boston. I rejoiced ‘to 
fiear of your safe arrival, and that the reception you met-with 
in my country, had been agreeable to you. I hope its air will 
suit you, and that while you! reside in it you will enjoy constant 
health and happiness. : Heel wits 
Your good brother does me sometimes the bili of cali 
‘on me, and we converse in English, which he speaks very 
intelligibly.. 1 suppose that by this time you do the ‘same. 
Mr. de Malesherbes did me lately the ‘same honor. That 
great man ‘seems to have no wish of returning into public 
employment, but.amuses himself with planting, and is desirous 
of obtaiming all those trees of North America that have not 
yet been imtroduced imto France.’ Your sending him:a;box 
of the-seeds would, [ am persuaded, much oblige bim. | They 
may be obtained of my young, friend ee aise near 
Philadelphia... ‘7 
You will have heard that Spain has atlas met sith a little 
misfortune at sea, but the bravery with) which her ships fought 
_ @ vastly superior force, has gained her great honor. We are 
anxious here for farther news from that coast, which is daily 
expected. Great preparations are making here for the ensu+ 
ing campaign, and we flatter ourselves that it will be more 
active and successful in Europe than the last, 
One of the advantages of great states is, that the calamity 
occasioned by a foreign war falls only on a very small part of 
the community, who happen from their situation and particular 
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circumstances to be exposed to it. Thus, as it is always fair 
weather in our, parlors, it is,at Paris always peace. The 
people pursue their respective occupations ; the playhouses, 
the opera, and other public diversions, are as regularly and 
fully attended, as in times’ of profoundest tranquillity, and the 
same >small concerns. divide us into parties. Within these 
few, weeks we are for or against Jeannot, a new actor. This 
man’s. performance, and the marriage of the Duke de Riche- 
lieu, fills up. much more of our present conversation than 
any thing that relates to the war. A. demonstration this. of 
the public felicity! _. 

_ My grandson joins with. me in retonn wishes for. your health 
and prosperity. He is much flattered by your. kind remem- 
brance of him. . We desire_also that M, de Marbois * would 
‘accept our assurance of esteem. _ | ie 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect, say 7 

Yours, 0 ee Tee ee P, ARON REIN a 


Pi 


F. stam Eso. SE uaiatia 


Political . Squibs—Dr. Ingenhausz’s Experiments on: the 
leaves of trees--~A new. singin ts jor ascertaining dis- 
tances. ‘6 noni sau Pe ie 
Dear Sir, | ne March sdasbobt : 

EF thank you for your political Sguibs : they are 

well made. I am a to a ihe have such plenty of ih 

powder. 7 
You propose that Killpie, the bushi should cael 

upon himself. You will find some thoughts on that subject 

in a little piece called “ 4 merry Song about Murder,” ‘Ina 
' London newspaper I send herewith. 


2 Secretary of the French Legation in the United States. 
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The greatest discovery made in Europe for some'time past 
is that of Dr. Ingethausz’s relating to the great’ use of the 
leaves of trees in prédticitig wholesome air; I would’send you 
his book if I had'it... A’ new instrument is lately invented — 
here, ® ‘a ‘kind of telescope, ‘which by means of Iceland 
crystal éccasions thé double appearance of an’ object, and 
the two appearances being farther distant from each otherin 
proportion to the distance of the’ object from’ the eye, by 
moving an index on a graduated line till the two appearances 
coincide, you find on the line the real distance of the object. 
I am not enough master of this imstrument to describe 
it ‘accurately, having seen it Sut once ; — it is very oe 
ously contrived. | 

Remember me rug cog to your seen — sass aa 
believe me ever, my dear friend, ne 

ae most affectionately, ia Franittn. 


To Dr. Bonn, Philadelphia 
‘ Letter of Friendship. © 
Dear Sim, — Passy, March 16, 1780. 
~ 'T received your kind letter of September the 22d, 
and I thank you for the pleasing account you give me of the 
health ‘and welfare of my old friends, Hugh Roberts, Luke 
Mons, Philip Syng, Samuel Rhoades’, &c. with the same of 
yourself and family. Shake the old ones by the hand for me, 
and give the young ones my blessing. For my own part, I 
do not find that I grow any older. Being arrived at 70, and 
considering _ that by travelling further in the same road I 
should probably be led to the grave, I stopped short, turned 
about, and walked back again ; which having done these four 


* By the Abbé Rochon, of the French Academy of Sciences. 
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years, you may now call me 66. Advise those old friends of 
ours to follow my example; keep up your spirits and that will 
keep up your bodies ; you will no more stoop under the ict 
of age than if “you had swallowed a’ handspike.’ ‘But it: is 
right to abate a little in the article of labor; and theréfove 
as your demonstrations of midwifery “ are useful, and it is a 
pity you should give them up, for want of subjects in thé 
lying-in wards,” I advise oe to Sgt some + iy a Young 
pupils to help you. 

Lam glad the Philosophical Suiiety made that freien 
fo Mr. Gerard. * I wish they would do ‘the sate to Mr. 
Feutiy, a worthy gentleman heres and to Dr. Ingenhausz, 
Who ‘has made ‘soine great discoveries lately respecting the 
Jeaves of trees‘in improving air for the use of ‘animals: he 
will send you ‘his book. He is physician to ‘the’ empress 
queen. © have not yet seen your piéceon inoculation. 

Remember me respectfully and affectionately to Mrs. Bond, 
your children, and all friends. Tam ever, 

yours, Bick 5 malwiiy. 

P.S. I have bought some valuable books which I intend 
to present to the society; but shall not send them till safer 
times. 


) To Da, Coorzr, Boston. | 
Rilative to his grandson.—The alliance with Priftce, &e. 


“DEAR Sei sose  Passy, March 16, 1780. 

--< - Treceived your kind favor by Captain Chavagnes, 
which I communicated to thé minister of marine, who was 
much pleased with the character you give of the captain. f 
have also yours of Nov. 12, by your grandson, who appears 
a very hig ing lad, in Bini 5 ions ‘ia wal have mitich 


; + Reedy Mibister from France - the United States. 
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satisfaction... He.is in a boarding-school just. by me, and. was 
well last Sunday, when I had the pleasure, of his company. to 
dinner, with.Mr, Adam’s sons and some. other, young Ameri- 
caus. He will soon acquire the language ; and if God spares 
his life, may,,make a very. serviceable man to his,country. 

It gives ne infinite satisfaction to find that with you the 
wisest and best among our people, are so hearty i in endeavor- 
ing to strengthen the alliance. We certainly owe much to this 
nation ; and we shall obtain much more, if the, same prudent 
conduct towards them continues, for they really and strongly. 
wish our, prosperity, and will promote it by every means in 
their power. . But we should at the same time do as much as 
possible . for ourselves,and not ride (as we say) a free 
horse to death. There are some Americans returaing hence, 
with whom our people should be upon their guard; as carrying 
with them a spirit of enmity to this country. Not being liked 
here themselves, they dislike the people ; for the same reason, 
indeed, they ought to dislike all that know. them. 

With. the sincerest respect and eee I am ever, my dear 
fend, . : 3 
Yours most affectionately, B, FRANKLIN. 


To C. Grirrin, Eso. 7 
S17 Passy, March 16, 1780. 

"0. J have just received the letter you have done me 
| the honor, to,.write tome, and shall immediately deliver. the 
packet it recommends to my care. Iwill take the first op- 
portunity of mentioning to: Mr. Gerard what you hint, relative 
to our. not, entertaining strangers..so, frequently and liberally, 
as/is the custom in France. But he has travelled in Europe, 
and knows that modes of nations differ.. The French are 
convivial, live much at one another’s tables, and are glad to 
feast travellers. In Italy and Spain a stranger, however re- 
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at rarely’ dines *at the house of any uae — 
yés at his'inn! ‘The Americans hold a médium. 9 6° 
EIQOT A “FE have the nodal to a, Sie. hi ~~&B. ah ti 


ae Te a a wa ey eo ae a the ah. isha (bs i 


Ge “Po W. Oaesnew ane Brg. S Mudii 


Sir in ‘Dalrymple.—The Marquis de La elle a 
of: the Siege of Charlestown raised — Riots i in n London — 
_ The Ephemera, 


| Dear, Sir, ‘ NS wisn - Passy, June 1% 1780, 
we Your favors of the 20d past came duly to. hand. 
Sir "3 ‘Dalrymple has been here some time, but I hear no- 
thing of his political operations, The learned talk of the 
discovery he. has made in the Escurial Library cof forty 
epistles of Brutus, a missing part of Tacitus, and a piece of 
Seneca, that have never yet been printed, which excite much 
curiosity.” . He has not been with me, and Tam told by. one 
of his friends, that though. he wished to see. me,. he did not 
think it prudent. So I suppose 1 shall have no communica- 
tion with him ; for I shall not seek it. As Count de Vergennes 
has ae nothing to me of any memorial from him, I 
suppose he has not presented it ,—perhaps discouraged by 
the reception it met, with in Spain.—So I wish, for curiosity’ s 
sake, you would send me acopy of it.? | 
The Marquis de La Fayette arrived safely at Boston the 


: Secretary of the A American Legation. ao en 

? Mr. Carmichael, in answer to this part of Dr. Franklin’s ‘letter, 
says,—‘ I have been assured by Count Campomanes, the-Abbé Ga- 
vara and his brother (both academicians), that no such manuscripts 
exist in the library of the Beeutiils as. thong mentioned. by. Sir John 
Dalrymple. 

3 See Sir J. D.’s Anecdote Binstione’ “Part: 1H. ast Private Pore 
pondence. SuPPLEMENT. a 
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28th of April, and it is said, gave expectations of the coming 
of a squadron and troops. The vessel that brings this, left 
New London. the second of May: her captain reports that 
the siege of Charlestown was raised, the troops attacked in 
their retreat, and Clinton killed ; but this wants confirmation. 
_ London has been in the utmost confusion for seven or eight 
days. The beginning of this month, a mob of fanatics, joined 
by a mob of rogues, burnt and destroyed property to the 
amount, it is said, of a million sterling. Chapels of foreign 
ambassadors, houses of members of parliament, that had pro- 
moted the act for favoring Catholics, and the houses of many 
private persons of that religion, were pillaged and consumed, 
or pulled down to the number of fifty; among the rest, Lord 
Mansfield’s i is burnt with all his furniture, pictures, books, 
and papers. Thus he who approved the burning American 
houses, bas had fire brought home to him. He himself was 
horribly scared, and Governor Hutchinson, it is said, died 
outright of the fright. The mob, tired with roaring and rioting 
seven days and nights, were at length suppressed, and quiet 
restored on the ninth in the evening. Next day Lord George 
Gordon was committed to the tower. 

Enclosed I send you the little piece you desire.* To un- 
derstand it rightly, you should be acquainted with some few 
circumstances. The person to whom it was addressed is Ma- 
dame Brillon, a lady of most respectable character and pleas- 
ing conversation ; mistress of an amiable family in this neigh- 
borhood, with which I spend an evening twice in every week. | 
She has among other elegant accomplishments, that of. an 
excellent musician; and with her daughters, who sing prettily, 
and some friends who play, she kindly entertains me and smy 


* The Ephemera. See Wairinos, Part 111. Sect. 3. 
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grandson, with little concerts, a cup of tea anda game of 
chess. I call this my Opera; for I rarely go to the Opera 
at. Paris.—The Moulin Joli is a little island in the Seine, 
about two leagues hence, part of the country-seat of another 
friend, * where we visit every summer, and spend a day in the 
pleasing society of the ingenious, learned, and very polite 
persons who inhabit it, At the time when the letter was 
written, all conversations at Paris were filled with disputes 
about the music of Gluck and Picini, a German and Italian 
musician, who divided the town into violent parties... A friend 
of this lady having obtained a copy of it under promise not to 
give another, did not-observe that promise, so that many have 
been taken, and it is become as public as such a thing can 
well be, that is not printed, but I could not dream of its being 
heard of at Madrid! The thought was partly taken from a 
little piece from some unknown writer which I met with fifty 
years since in a newspaper, and which the sight of the Ephe- 
mera brought to my recollection, Adieu! my dear friend, 
and believe me ever, 
_ yours most affectionately, 
| re en. B. Franxuin. 


To Dr. FoTHERGILL. | 
Letter of Friendship, 
_ Passy, June 19, 1780, 
| Myé dear old friend, Dr. Fothergill, may assure 
Lady H. of my respects, and of any service in my power to 
render her, or her affairs in America. I believe matters in 
Georgia cannot much longer continue in their present situa- 
tion, but will return to that state in which they were when 


Monsieur Watelet, 
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her property, and that of our common friend G. W. received 
the protection she acknowledges. | 

_ [ rejoiced most sincerely to hear of your bedi from the 
dangerous illness by which I lost my very valuable friend 
P. Collinson. As I am sometimes apprehensive of the same 
disorder, I wish to know the means that were used and’suc- 
ceeded in-your case; and shall be. exceedingly obliged to you 
for communicating them when you can do it conveniently. 

_ Be pleased to remember me respectfully to your good sister, 
and to our worthy friend David Barclay, who I make no doubt 
laments with you and me, that the true pains we took together 
to prevent all this horrible mischief proved pide 

I am ever, 
Yours most affectionately, 
Buty |  &B. sieaae-ais 


To Mr. SMALL,} Srcem 


Friendship.—Gout, &c. 


—Passy, July 22, 1780. 

- -You see, my dear. sir, that I was not afraid my 
masters would take it amiss if I ran to see an old friend though 
in the service of their enemy. ‘They are reasonable enough 
to allow, that differing politics should not prevent the inter~ 
communication of philosophers who study and converse for 
the benefit of mankind. But you have doubts about coming 
to dine with me. I suppose you will not venture Ae gone 


ree : 


* A surgeon of eminence in the British arniy, then’ pasding through 
Paris, brother to Colonel Small, who particularly distinguished him- 
self by his humanity at the. battle of Bunker's Hill, near Boston; a 
trait of whom is admirably delineated by the able pencil of Colonel 
Turnbull, (an American amateur artist) in his picture of that battle; 
from which an elegant engraving was made and published in London. 


7 
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refusal will not indeed do so much honor to your generosity 
and good-nature of your government, as to your sagacity. 
You know your people, and I do not expect you. I think too 
that in friendship I ought not to make you more visits as I 
intended : but I send my grandson to pay his uty to his phy- 

sician. 
You inquired about my gout, and | forgot to acquaint you, 
that [ had treated it a little cavalierly in its two last accesses. 
Finding one night that my foot gave me more pain after it 
was covered warm-in bed, I put it out of bed naked; and— 
perceiving it easier, I Jet it remain longer than I at first de- 
signed, and at length fell asleep, leaving it there till morning. 
‘The pain did not return, and I grew well. Next winter hav- 
ing a second attack, L repeated the experiment; not with such 
immediate success In dismissing the gout, but constantly with 
the effect of rendering it less painful, so that it permitted me 
to sleep every night. I should mention, that it was my son’ 
who gave me the first intimation of this practice. He being 
in the old opinion that the gout was to be drawn out by tran- 
spiration, And having heard me say that perspiration was 
carried on more copiously when the body was naked than 
when clothed, he put his foot out.of bed to increase that dis- 
charge, and found ease by it, which he thought a confirmation 
of the doctrine. But this method requires to be confirmed by 
more experiments, before one can conscientiously recommend 
it, I give it you, however, in exchange for your receipt of 
tartar emetic, because the commerce of philosophy as well as 
other commerce, is best promoted by taking care to make 

returns, fee ' . Lam ever, | we 

| yours most affectionately, - J 
é ~B. Franxkurn, 


; | ’ Governor Franklia. | 
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To Miss GrorGiaANA SHIPLEY.'. 


Passy, October 8; 1780. 

‘It is Tong, very long, my dear friend, since [had the 
creat pleasure of hearing from you, and receiving any of your 
very pleasing letters. But it is my fault. I have long omitted 
my part of the correspondence. ‘Those who love to receive 
Jetters should write letters. I wish I could safely promise an 
amendment of that fault. But besides the indolence attending 
age, and growing upon us with it, my time is engrossed by 
too much business, and I have too’many inducements to post- 
pone doing, what I feel [ ought to do for my own sake, and 
what [ can never resolve to omit entirely. 

Your translations from Horace, as far as I can judge of 
poetry and translations, are very good. That of the Quo quo 
ruitis is so suitable to the times, that the conclusion (in your 
version) seems to threaten like a prophecy; and methinks 
there is at least some appearance of danger that it may be fulé 
filled.—I am unhappily an enemy, yet I think there has been 
enough of blood spilt, and I wish what is left in the veins of 
that once loved people, may be spared; by a peace one? and 
everlasting. 

It is a great while since I heard any thing of the good bishop. 
Strange, that so simple a character should sufficiently distin- 
guish one of that sacred body! Donnez-moi de ses nouvelles:— 
{ have been some time flattered with the expectation of seeing 
the countenance of that most honored and ever beloved friend, 
delineated by your pencil. ‘The portrait is said to have been 
long on the ve.e but is not be arrived: nor can I hear‘where 
it is. 

stingetanthe as I have confessed sisi to ie I could not, you 


_s “y we , “1 oops citdnee eames ae ~ 


‘ aban : “ 
x Daughter of Dt. Shipley, bishop of St, Asaph. 
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see, miss this good and safe opportunity of sending you a few 
lines, with my best wishes for your happiness, and that of the 
whole dear and amiable family in whose sweet society I have 
spent so many happy hours. Mr. Jones’ tells me he shall 
have a pleasure in being the bearer of my letter, of which L 
make no doubt: I learn from him, that to your drawing, and 
music, and painting, and poetry, and Latin, you have added a 
proficiency in chess; so that you are, as the French say, rem- 
plie de talents... May they and you fall to the lot of one that 
shall duly value them, and love you as much as I do! 
Adieu, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Doctor Price. 


On the British parliament—Religious tests, &c. 


Dear Sir, Passy, October 9, 1780. 
Besides the pleasure of their company, I had the 
great satisfaction of hearing by your two valuable friends, and 
learning from your letter, that you enjoy a good state of health. 
May God continue it, as well for the good of mankind as for 
your comfort! I thank you much for the second edition of 
your excellent pamphlet: I forwarded that you sent to Mr. 
Dana, he being in Holland. I wish also to see the piece you 
have written, (as Mr. Jones tells me) on toleration: I do not 
expect that your new parliament will be either wiser or ho- 
nester than the last. All projects to procure an honest one, 
by:place bills, &c. appear to me vain and impracticable. The 
true cure, L imagine, is to be found only in rendering all places 
unprofitable, and the king too poor to give bribes and pen- 
sions. ‘Till this is done, which can only be by a revolution, 


* Afterwards sir William Jones, who married the bishop of St. 
Asaph’s eldest daughter, Anna Maria Shipley. 
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(and I think you have not virtue enough left to: procure one,) 
your nation will always be plundered, and obliged to pay by 
taxes the plunderers for plundering and ruining. ‘Liberty and - 
virtue therefore join in the call, COME OUT OF HER, MY 
PEOPLE! i a 

E am fully of your opinion respecting religious tests ; ; fea 
though the people of Massachusetts have not in their new 
constitution kept quite clear of them; yet if we consider what 
that people were one hundred years ago, we must allow they 
have gone greater lengths in liberality of sentiment, on reli- 
gious subjects: and we may hope for greater degrees of, per- 
fection when their constitution some years hence shall be re- 
vised. If Christian preachers had continued to teach as Christ 
and his apostles did, without salaries, and as the Quakers now 
do, I imagine tests would never have existed; for I think they 
were invented | not so much to secure rae op itself, as the 
emoluments of it. When-a religion is good, I conceive that 
it will support itself ; and when it cannot support itself, and 
God does not take care to support it, so that its professors 
are obliged to call for the help of vt civil power, ’tis a sign, 
J apprehend, of its beg a bad one. But I shall be out of 
my depth if 1 wade any deeper in theology, and I will not 
trouble you with politics, nor with news which are almost as 
unceftain; but conclude with a heart-felt wish to embrace 
you once more, and enjoy your sweet society in peace, among 
our honest, worthy, ingenious friends at the London. 


Adieu, &c. 
By FRANKLIN. 
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To Siz Grey Cooper, ene perry secretary, to the trea 
S sury of Great Britain. © 


ip: Hoyts 


» Respecting 2 Mr. Brosideun Spinuie 


SiR, ya * Passy, November 7, 1780. 
wonabets understand that Mr. Laurens, an American gen- 
tleman, for whom I have a great esteem, is a prisoner in the 
Tower, and that his health suffers by the closeness and rigor 
of his confinement. As I do not think that your affairs receive 
any advantage from the harshness of this proceeding, I take 
the freedom of requesting your kind interposition, to obtain 
for him sucha degree of air and liberty on his parole or other- 
wise, as may be necessary for his health and comfort. The 
fortune of war which is daily changing, may possibly put it in 
my power to do the like good office for some friend of yours, 
which I shall perform with inuch pleasure, not only for the 
sake of humanity, but in hte to the ashes of our former 
friendship. | 
ee great regard, I have the honor to be, &c. 
me ne FRANKLIN. 


From SiR. ghiaes Coorer to Dr. Franxkuin. 
Ph ge _ Answer to the foregoing. 

: : Sir, ‘ | London, November 29, 1780. 

} I have received the honor of your letter in which 
you acquainted me, that you understood that the health of 
Mr. Laurens suffered by the closeness and rigor of his confine- 
ment in the Tower; and after complaining of the harshness of 
this proceeding, you request me to endeavor to obtain for 
Mr. Laurens such a degree of air and liberty as may be ne- 
cessary for his health and comfort. The enclosed letter, which 
i received from the lieutenant-governor of the Tower, will 
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show that T have not been inattentive to your request, and at 

the same time prove ‘that the intelligence you receive of what 

passes in this country, is not always what is to an depended 

on for its accuracy and correctness. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
Mists! Cooper. 


yea 


[Enclosed i in the fring 


Five the Lieutenant-Governor of the Tower of London to 
Sur Grey Cooper. 7 | 


Dear Sir, 60 Hampstead, Nisdcenbon 97, 1780... 

IT am much ashamed to think I shall appear so. 
dilatory in answering the favor of your letter; but the truth is, 
I was not in ‘town when the messenger left it: in Cork-street, 
and by the neglect of my servants, I received it only on Sun- 
day last. I went immediately to the Tower to know. from 
Mr. Laurens himself, if he had any cause of complaint, and if 
he had availed himself of the indulgence allowed him by the 
secretary of state, of walking within the Tower whenever it 
was agreeable to himself: his answer to me was full and frank 
to the questions, that he had received every reasonable indul- 
gence since his confinement; and that by the liberty allowed 
him of walking, he found his health much mended: he said 
at the same time, he had always thought himself highly ho- 
nored, by the distinguished place of his confinement, and re- 
gretted much it was not in his power, t to make ‘known to all 
the: world the acknowledgments he had more than once e made 
to me upon. this subject." i 


2 The tenor of the foregoing does not quadrate with the sentiments 
expressed by Mr, Laurens, about a_year afterwards in his petition to 
the house of commons, written by himself i in the Tower, with a black- 
lead pencil, on a blank leaf of an octavo book, and privately conveyed 
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. 1 beg you will do me the favor to communicate these par 
ticulars to lord George Germaine as soon as convenient. 
i have the honor to be, dear sir, Ke. 
! Cu. VERNON. 


To Sir Epwarp NewenuaM, Bart., Dupin. 


Passport for provisions and clothing sent to the West 
) | Indies. 
Sir, eee ty off To 3105 Passy, Feb. 12, 1781. 

D I have received the letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me the 12th ult, Enclosed with this, [ send you 
the passport desired, which I hope will be respected and 
effectual. With great esteem, I have the, honor to be, 

sir, &c. BuFRANKLIN. «:. 
To all captains and commanders of vessels of war belonging to 
the thirteen United States of America, or either of them, or to 


any of the citizens of the said states, or to any of the allies 
thereof. 


Gentlemen, 
It being authentically represented to me, that the worthy 
citizens of Dublin, touched with the general calamities with which 
divine Providence has thought fit lately to visit the West India islands» 


to Mr. Burke, who presented it in that state to the house. In this pe- 
tition, dated Dec. 7, 1781, he expressly states: “That he was captured 
on the American coast, and committed to the Tower on the 6th of Oc — 
tober, 1780, being then dangerously ill: that in the mean time he has 
in‘many respects, particularly by being deprived (with very little. ex- 
ception) of the visits and consolations of his children and other relations 
and friends, suffered under a degree of rigor, almost, if not altogether, 
unexampled in modern British history. 

“That from long confinement, and the want of proper exercise, and 
other obvious causes, his bodily health is greatly impaired, and that he 
is now in a languishing state,” &e. &e. (See Dodsley’ s Annual Register 
for 1781 and 1782. 
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have charitably resolved;:to contribute to their relief, hy sending them 
some provisions, and clothing; and as the principles of common huma- 
nity require of us to assist our fellow-creatures, though enemies, when 
distressed by. the hand of God, and by no means to impede the bene~- 
volence of those who commiserate their distresses, and would alleviate 
them; I do hereby earnestly recommend it to you, that if the ship or 
vessel in which the said charitable supplies will be sent to the said 
islands, should by fortune of war fall into any of your hands, and it 
shall appear to you by her authentic papers that the cargo is bond fille 
composed of such beneficent donations only, and not of merchandise 
intended ‘to be sold for the profit of the shippers, you would : kingly 
and. generously permit the said vessel to pass to the place of her des- 
tination: in doing of which, you-will not only have the present. and 
lasting satisfaction of having gratified your own humane and pious 
feelings as men and as Christians, but will undoubtedly recommend 
yourselves to the favor of God, of the congress, of your employers, 
and of your ae 
Wishing you success in your cruises, I have the honor: to be, 
Gentlemen, &e. oS. Fran KLIN, 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the ’ 
United States at the Court of France, 


To Mons. Pe hee 


r 


Respecting the French translation of a Latin lino} compl 


Pa S ie 
t 


ew! of bi mentary to Dr. Franklin, em os “6 
ie eng Bie: Passy, ‘March 8, “V781. 

~ I received the letter you have done me the honor, of 

wating ta, me the 2d instant, wherein, after. overwhelming. me 

with a flood of compliments, which I.can never hope to merit, 

you request my opinion of your translation of a Latin verse, 

that has been applied to me.’ If I were, which really am 


* Eri puit Coelo Fulmen, ered eacn eed Tyrannis. 


Tavs. TRAN SLATED BY D’ALEMBERT: 
“« Tu vois le sage courageux, 
~ Dont Pheureux et male génie 
Arracha le tonnerre aux Dieux, 
Et le sceptre a la tyrannie.” 
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not, sufficiently skilled m your excellent language to be a pro- 

per judge ‘of its poesy, the supposition of my being the subject 

must restrain me from giving any opinion on that line, except 

that it ascribes too much to me, especially in what relates to 

the tyrant; the revolution having been the work of many able 

and brave men, wherein it is sufficient honor for me if I am 
allowed a small share. 

Iam much obliged by the favorable sentiments you are 
pleased to entertaim of me; and I shall be glad to see your 
yemarks on Gay’s Fan, as well as your own poem on the same 
subject. 

| With regard, I tinive the honor to be, sir, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


ExTRact oF A LETTER FROM Dr. FRANKLIN TO 
. “THE PRESIDENT OF Conenass. | 


Requests being . recalled, —and some appointment for his 
grandson, W. T emple Franklin. 


Passy, March 12,1781. 

| : Pmt now beg leave to say something 
selatinig to myself, a subject with which I have not often 
troubled the congress. 1 have passed my seventy-fifth year, 
and’ I find that the long‘and severe fitof the gout which I 
had the last winter, has shaken me exceedingly ; and | anr yet 
far from having recovered the bodily’ strength | before en- 
joyed. I do not’know that my mental faculties are ini paired. 
Perhaps I shall be the last’ to discover that; but Lam sénsible 
of great diminution in my activity, a quality | think particu- 


ENGLISH TRANSLATION By JAMES Expninston: 
-“ Fle snatcht the bolt from Heaven’s avenging hand, 
_ Disarm’d and drove the tyrant from the Jand.” 
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larly necessary in your minister at this court. 1 am afraid 
therefore, that your affairs may some time or other suffer by 
my deficiency. I fird also that the business is too heavy for 
me, and teo confining. The constant attendance at home 
which is necessary for receiving and accepting your bills of 
exchange, (a matter foreign to my ministerial functions) to 
answer letters, and perform other parts of my employment, 
prevent my taking the air and exercise which my annual 
journies formerly used to afford me, and which coutributed 
much to the preservation of my health. There are many 
other little personal attentions which the infirmities of age 
render necessary to an old man’s comfort, even perhaps in 
some degree to the continuance of his existence, and with 
which business often imterferes. I have been engaged in 
public affairs, and enjoyed public confidence in some shape 
or other during the long term of fifty years, an honor suffi- 
cient to satisfy any reasonable ambition, and I have now no 
other left but the repose which I hope the congress will 
grant me by sending some person to supply my place. At 
the same time I beg they may be assured, that it is not any 
the least doubt of their success in the glorious cause, nor any 
disgust received in their service, that induces me to decline it, 
but purely and simply the reasons above mentioned ; and as 
I cannot at present undergo the fatigues ef a sea voyage, 
again expose myself to the hazard of capture and imprison- 
ment in this time of war, I purpose to remain here at least 
till the peace; perhaps it may be for the remainder of my 
life; and if any knowledge or experience I have acquired 
here, may be thought of use te my successor, I shall freely 
communicate it, and assist him with any influence I may be 
supposed to have, or counsel that may be desired of me. 

I have one request more to make, which, if I have served 
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the congress to their satisfaction, | hope they will not refuse 
me. Itis this; that they will be pleased to take under their 
protection my grandson, William Temple Franklin, _ I have 
educated him from his infancy, and I brought him over with 
an intention of placing him where he might be qualified for 
the profession of the law, but the constant occasion I had for 
his services as a private secretary, during the time of the com- 
missioners, and more extensively since their departure, has 
induced me to keep him always with me; and indeed being 
continually disappointed of the seeretary congress had at 
different times intended me, it would have been impossible 
for me, without this young gentleman’s assistance, to have 
gone through the business incumbent on me: he has thereby 
lost so much of the time necessary to law studies, that I think 
it rather advisable for him to continue, if it may be, in the 
line of public foreign affairs for which he seems qualified by 
a sagacity and judgment above, his years. Great diligence 
and exact probity, a genteel address, a facility in speaking 
well the French’ tongue, and all the knowledge of business to 
be obtained by a four years’ constant employment in the 
secretary’s office, where he may be said to have served a 
kind of apprenticeship. After all the allowance I am capa- 
ble of making for the partiality of a parent to his offspring, J 
cannot but think he may in time make a very able foreign 
minister for the congress, in whose service his fidelity may be 
relied on ; but Ido not at present propose him as such, as a 
few years more of experience will not be amiss. In the mean 
time, if they shall think fit to employ him as a secretary to 
their minister at any European court, I am persuaded they 
will have reason to be satisfied with his conduct, and I shall 
be thankful for his appointment as a favor to me.” 
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Cah ae 
Extract ‘of (a Letter rrom uts Excetiency 
Joun Jay, AMerican MINISTER AT THE CouRT 
oy Mapripn, To THE PresiDENT oF CONGRESS, 


On the subject of Dr. Franklin’s requests. 
(PRIVATE.) 


Madrid, April 21,1781. 

“ By the letter from Dr. Franklin, herewith en- 

Goded; and which he was so obliging as to leave open for my 
perusal, I find he has requested permission to retire, on ac- 
count of his age, infirmities, &c. How far his health may 
be impaired I know not. The letters I have received from 
him bear no marks of age, and there 1s an acuteness and 
sententious brevity in them, which do not indicate an under- 
standing injured by years. 1 have many reasons to think our 
country much indebted to him, and L confess it. would mor- 
ufy my pride as an American, if his constituents should be 
the only people to whom his character 1s known, that should 
deny his merit and services the testimony given them by 
other nations. Justice demands of me to assure you, that his 
reputation and respectability are acknowledged, and have 
weight, here, and that. [ have: received from him all that uni+ 
the affairs. shltotisinel tome. inti 
The.affectionate mention he makes of Bi suis donpeddot. 
on whom the support of his name and family will devolve, is 
extremely amiable, and flows in a delicate manner from that 
virtuous sensibility by which nature kindly extends the bene- 
fits of parental affection to a period beyond the limits of our 
lives; this is an affectionate subject, and minds susceptible 
of the finer sensations are insensibly led at least to wish that 
the feelings of an ancicnt patriot, going im the evening of a 


é 
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long life early devoted to the public, to enjoy repose in the 
bosom of philosophic retirement, may be gratified by seemg 
some little sparks of the affection of his country rest.on the 
only support of his age and hope of his family. Such are the 
effusions of my heart on this oecasion, and I pour them inte 
yours from a persuasion that they will meet with a hospitable 
reception from congenial emotions.” 


Cotonet Jonn Lavrens,* to Dr. Franxiin. 
On Dr. Franklin’s wish to retir e—His grandson. 


Seemdttine — Leagues W. of Ortegal, lini 9, 1784. 

ie ‘“‘ T snatch a moment to pay my last respects to 
your excellency, and to mention a matter which has occurred 
to me since my being on board. I have frequently reflected 
upon the mention which your excellency has made of retiring 
from your present important station, and have never varied 
the opinion which I took the liberty of giving you once at 
the Count de Vergennes’, viz. that the best arrangement 
would be to give your excellency an active intelligent secre- 
tary of the embassy, who might relieve you from the drudgery 
of office; and that your country should not be deprived of 
the advantages of your wisdom and influence. The difficulty 
hitherto has been to find a person properly qualified. The 
advantages which your grandson derives from his knowledge 
of the language and manners of the people, and his having 
been so _ in your office, and with your excellency, are 
very great. ~ The prejudices which have been entertained 
against him (owing to his father’s politics and situation) may 
be removed by a personal introduction to congress, especially 


* Son of President Laurens, and employed in a secret military Miss 
sion to France. 
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if it is combined with rendering a popular service. I take 
the liberty therefore,” &c. 7 


To Cotonet Laurens. 

EXTRACT. Answer to the foregoing. 
DEAR Sir, Passy, Nov. 8, 1781. | 
“‘ T received your very kind letter written at sea 
off the coast of Spain. I thank you for the friendly hint con- 
tained in it respecting my grandson: I[ see that what you 
propose for him might have a good effect; but I have too 
much occasion for his assistance, and cannot spare him to 
make the voyage. He must take his chance, and I hope he 
will in time obtain, as well as merit, the consideration of our 
government.” | B. FRANKLIN. | 


~ 


To tHe Margvuis bE LA Fayerre. 


Respecting Dr. Franklin’s enemies in America—The 
English nation—M. La Motte-Piquet. 


EXTRACT. | Passy, March 14, 1781. 


“You mention my having enemies in America. 
You are luckier, for £ think you have none here, nor any 
where. Your friends have heard of your being gone agaist 
the traitor Arnold, and are anxious to hear of your success, 
and that you have brought him to justice, _ Enclosed is a copy 
of a letter from his agent in England, by which the price of 
his treason may be nearly guessed at... Judas sold only one 
man, Arnold three millions; Judas got for, his one man 30 
pieces of silver, Arnold not a halfpenny a head.. A miser- 
able bargainer! Especially when one considers-the quantity 
of infamy he has acquired to himself, and entailed on his 
family. 
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The English are in a fair way of gaining ‘still more ene- 
_ mies; they play a desperate game. Fortune may favor them 
as it sometimes does a drunken dicer. But by their tyranny 
in the east they have at length roused the powers there against 
} them; and I do not know that they have in the west a single 
friend. If they lose their India commerce, which is one of 
their present great supports, and one battle at sea, their credit 
is gone and the power follows. Thus empires by pride, and 
folly, and extravagance, ruin themselves like individuals. M. 
La Motte Piquet has snatched from between their teeth, a 
good deal of their West India prey, having taken 22 sail of 
their homeward bound prizes; one of our American priva- 
teers has taken two more, and brought them into Brest; and 
two were burnt. There were 34 in company, with two men 
ef war of the line and two frigates, who saved themselves by 
flight, but we do not hear of their being yet got in.. 

B. FRANKLIN, » 


To Mr. Hopeson, Lonpon, 


Abominable conduct of a Mr. 5S ne are 2 
' of mediation. 


Dear Sir, _ Passy, auail 1, 1781. 


I received your respected favor of the 20th past, 
and am shocked exceedingly at the account you give me of 
Digges. He that robs the rich even of a single guinea is‘a 
villain, but what is he who can break his sacred trust, by 
robbing a poor man and a prisoner of eighteen-pence given 
charitably for his relief, and repeat that crime as often as 
there are weeks in a winter, and multiply it by robbing as 
many poor men every week as make up the number of near 
600? We have no name in our language for such atrocious 
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wickedness. If such a fellow is not damned, = not worth 
while to keep a devil.” 

I am sorry you have been obliged to advance money. I 
desired Mr. Grand some time since to order 200/. to be paid 
you im London. If that is not done, draw on him for the 
sum of 250/. payable at 30 days’ sight, and your bill shall be 
duly honored. 

I enclose a copy of Digges’s last letter to me, in which he 
acknowledges the drafts made on me, (omitting one of 751.) 
and pretends that he only draws as he is drawn upon, by his 
friends who hand the money to the prisoners, and that those 
friends are almost tired of the charitable employment, but-he 
encourages them, &c. Be so good as to let them know of 
this letter. I wish with you and with all good men for peace: 
proposals of mediation have been made, but the effect is yet 
uncertain. I shall be mindful of your request, and you may 
depend on my doing any thing in my power that may be ser- 
viceable to you. With sincere esteem, I am, dear sir, &e. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


1 Extract oF a Lerrer From Dr. Frankiin To J. Jay, Ese. 


Passy, Aug. 20, 1781. 

Digges, a Maryland merchant residing in London, who 
pretended to be a zealous American, and to have much concern for 
our poor people in the English prisons, drew upon me for their relief 
at different times last winter to the amount of 495/. sterling, which 
he said had been drawn for upon him by the gentlemen at Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth, who had the care of the distribution. To my 
utter astonishment I have since learnt, that the villain had not ap- 
plied above 30/. of the money to that use; and that he has failed and 
absconded.” 


(<4 
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To W. Carmicnacrt, Esq.’ Maprip. 


hagapd Dr. Franklin’s enemies in America, and various 
matter. 


_ Dear Sir, | 7 BE" Passy, April 19, 1781, 


I received your favor by M. Cabarras, and 
should have been glad if I could have rendered him any ser- 
vice here. He appears an amiable man, and expert in affairs. 
Ihave also your obliging letters, of the 28th of February, and 
the 12th and 30th of March. I thank you much for your 
friendly hints of the operations of. my enemies, and of the 
means | might use to defeat them. Having in view. at pre- 
sent no other point to gain but that of rest, I do not. take 
their malice so much amiss, as it may farther my. project, and 
perhaps be some advantage to cr A and * * * are 
open and so far honorable enemies; the * * *, if enemies, 
are more covered. I never did any of them the least injury, 
and can conceive no other source of their malice but envy. 
To be sure the excessive respect shown me here by all ranks 
of people, and the little notice taken of them, was a mortify- 
ing circumstance ; but it was what I could neither prevent or 
remedy. Those who feel pain at seeing others enjoy plea- 
sure, and are unhappy, must meet. daily. with so many causes 
of torment, that I conceive them to be already ina state of 
damnation ; and on that account, I ought to drop all resent 
ment with regard to those two gentlemen. But I cannot 
help being concerned at the mischief their ill tempers will be 
continually dog in our public affairs, whengyer they have 
any concern in them. 


* The American Chargé d’A ffaires. 
VOL. I. F 
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I remember the maxim you mention of Charles V., yo y el 
Tiempo; and have somewhere met with an answer to it in 
this distich, 

Land Time ’eainst any two, 

Chance and I'gainst Time and you ; 
and I think the gentlemen you have at present to deal with, 
would do wisely to guard a little more against certain 
chances. 

The price of the Biblioteca Hispana is too high for me. 
I thank you for the gazettes you sent me by the ambassador’s 
courier. I received none by the last. I shall be exceedingly 
glad to receive the memoirs of the Sociedad Economica, and 

the Works on Political Economy of its founder. The Prince 
_of Maceran, with several other persons of his nation, did me 
the honor of breakfasting with me on Monday last, when I 
presented the compliments you charged me with. | 

Mr. Cumberland has not yet arrived at Paris as far as I 
have heard. | 

~The discontents in our army have been quieted. There 
was in them not the least disposition of revolting to the 
enemy. 

“I thank you for the Maryland captain’s news, which I _ 
will be confirmed. They have heard something of it in Eng- 
land, as you will see by the papers, and are very uneasy about 
it, as well as about their news from the East Indies. Yours 
affectionately, , 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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To M. Court pe Geseuin;? Paris. 
On the Indian language—The mariner’s compass, §c. 


Dear SiR, Passy, May 7, 1781. 

_ Lam glad the little book” proved acceptable. It 
does not appear to me intended for a grammar to teach the 
language: it is rather what we call in English a spelling-book, 
in which the only method observed is, to arrange the words 
according to their number of syllables, placing those of one 
syllable together, then those of two syllables, and soon. And 
it is to be observed, that Sa ki ma, for instance, is not three 
words, but one word of three syllables ; and the reason that 
hyphens are not placed between the syllables is, that the 
printer had not enough of them. 

As the Indians had no letters, they had no 9 orthography. 
T he Delaware language being differently spelt from the Vir- 
ginian, may not always arise from a difference in the languages ; 


? Antorne Court pE GeBELIN, born at Nismes, in 1725, of a Pro- 
testant family, became a minister in that communion, first in the 
Cevennes,.and next at Lausanne: which however he quitted, together 
with the clerical function, for the profession: of literature at Paris, 
where he acquired so great a reputation as an antiquary and_philo- 
loger, that he was appointed to superintend one of the~museums. 
He lost much of his reputation, however, by his enthusiastic zeal in 
favor of animal magnetism. He died at Paris, May 13,1784. His 
great work is intitled, “‘ Monde Primitif, analysé et comparé avec le 
Monde Moderne,” 9 tom. 4to. The excellence of his character may 
be appreciated from the single fact, that on quitting Switzerland, he 
voluntarily. gave to his sister the principal part of his patrimony, re- 
serving little for himself, and depending for a maintenance upon id 
exercise of his talents. 

* A vocabulary of the language of one of the Indian tribes iv 
North America. hCG Reais 
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for strangers who learn the language of an Indian nation, 
finding no orthography, are at liberty in writing the language 
to use such compositions of letters as they think will best 
produce the sounds of the words. I have observed that our 
Europeans of different nations, who learn the same Indian 
language, form each his own orthography according to the 
usual sounds given to the letters in his own language. Thus 
the same words of the Mohock language written by an Eng- 
lish, a French, and a German interpreter, often differ very 
much in the spelling ; and without knowing the usual powers 
of the letters in the language of the interpreter, one cannot 
come at the pronunciation of the Indian words. The spell- 
ing-book in question was, I think, written by a German. 

You mention, a Virginian bible. Is it not the bible of 
the Massachusetts language, translated by Elliot, and printed 
in’ New. England, about the middle of the last century? L 
know this bible, but have never heard of one in the Vir- 
ginian language. Your observations of the similitude between 
many of the words, and those of the ancient world, are indeed 
very curious. , 

This inscription, which you find to be Pheenician, is, I 
think, near Taunton (not Jannston, as you write it). There 
is some account of it in the old Philosophical Transactions: 
{ have never been at the place, but shall be glad to see your 
remarks on it.’ 


, oa 


. + This supposed Phanician inscription, it has been asserted, con- 
sisted only of marks made in the hard clay of a very steep bank on 
which the native Indians used to sit waiting the approach of wild 
ducks; and in the mean time sharpening the points of their flint stone 
arrow-heads, by rubbing them in different directions; by which in- 


dentures or impressions were made, which had the appearance of an 
inscription. | 
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The compass appears to have been long known in China 
before it was known in Europe; unless we suppose it known 
to Homer, who makes the prince, that lent ships to Ulysses, 
boast that they had a spzrit in them by whose directions they 
could find their way in a cloudy day, or the darkest night. 
If any Phoenicians arrived in America, I should rather think 
it was not by the accident of a storm, but in the course of 
their long and adventurous voyages; and that they coasted 
from Denmark and Norway, over to Greenland, and down 
southward by Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, &c. to New 
England; as the Danes themselves certainly did some ages 
before Columbus. 

Our new American society will be happy in the corres- 
pondence you mention, and when it is possible for me, I 
shall be glad to attend the meetings of your society,’ which 
] am sure must be very instructive. With great and sincere 
esteem, I have the honor to be, &c. | 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe Rev. Dr. Coopsr, Boston. 


New constitution of Massachusetts—Maintenance. for th 
an clergy—Scripture phrases, &c.. beth 
Dear Sir, : Passy, May 15, 1781. 

I received your kind letter of February 1st, by 

Colonel Johonnot. Your sentiments of the present state 

of our affairs appear to me very judicious, and [ am much 

‘obliged by your free communication of them. They are 

often of use here; for you have a name and character aniong 

us, that give eight to your opinions. 

_ It gives me great pleasure to learn that your new consti- 
tution is at length settled with so great a degree of unanimity 
and general satisfaction. It seems to me upon the whole an 


* L’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres. 
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excellent one; and that if there are some particulars that one 
might have wished a little different, they are such as could 
not in the present state of things have been. well. obtained 
otherwise than they are, and if by experience found incon- 
venient, will probably be changed hereafter... 1, would only 
mention at present one article, that of maintenance for ,the 
clergy. It seems to me that by the constitution the Quakers 
tnay be obliged to pay the tax for that purpose. But as the 
great end in imposing it is professedly the promotion of piety, 
religion, and morality, and those people have found means 
of securing that end among themselves, without a regular 
clergy, and their teachers are not allowed to receive ‘money, 
T should think it not right to tax them, and give the money 
to the teacher of the parish; but | imagine that in the laws 
to beymade for levying parish taxes, this matter may be re- 
gulated to their contentment. ree ae 

I am very sensible of the honor done me by the’ pees 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in choosing me one of their 
members. I wish I could be of some utility m promoting 
the noblé design of their institution. Perhaps I may, by 
sending them from time to time some of the best publica- 
tions that appear here. 1 shall begin to awe a erating 
for them. eae 
Your excellent sermon gave me sbandonee of amin 
and is much admiwed by several. of my friends who under- 
stand English. I propose. to get it translated and printed 
at Geneva, at the end of a translation of your ney constitu- 
tion. Nothing could be happier’ than your choice of a text, 
and your application of it._ It. was not necessary in New 
England, where every body reads the Bible, and. is acquainted 
with Scripture phrases, that you should note the texts. from 
which you took them; but I have observed.in,,England, 
as well as mn France, that verses and expressions taken from 
the sacred-writings, and not known to be such, appear very 
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strange and awkward to some readers; and I shall therefore 
in my edition, take the liberty of — the sasert texts 
in the margin. | 

“JY know not whether a belly -full has been given to any 
body by the picking of my bones, but picked they now are, 


-and I think it time they should be a¢ rest. Iam taking 


measures to obtain that rest for them; happy if before I die, 
I can find a few days absolutely at my own disposal! I often 
form pleasing imaginations of the pleasure I should enjoy as 
a private person. among my friends and ‘compatriots in my. 


native: Boston. God only knows whether this pleasure is 


~~ 


reserved for me. With the greatest and most sincere esteem, 
I am, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


To Messrs. D. Wenporp AND THomas Horr 
HEYHGER. 


Injustice of the English—New law of nations. 


GENTLEMEN, Passy, June 8, 1781. — 
I received the letter you did me the honor of writ- 

ing to me the 3ist past, relatmg to your ship supposed to be 
retaken from the English by an American privateer and 
carried into Morlaix. I apprehend that you have been mis- 
informed, as I do not know of any American privateer at 


present in these seas. 1 have the same sentiments with you 


ef the injustice of the English, in their treatment of your 
nation. ‘They seem at present to have renounced all pre- 
tension to any other. honor than that of being the first piratical 
state in the world. There are three employments which 1 
wish the law of nations would protect, so that they should 
never be molested or interrupted by enemies even in time of 
war; I mean farmers, fishermen, and merchants; because 
their employments are not only innocent, but for the common 
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subsistence and benefit of the human species im generals As 
men’ grow more enlightened, we miay hope that this, will in 
time be the case. Till then we must submit as well as we 
can to the evils we cannot remedy.» « I have the; honer toxbe, 
gentlemen, &c. &c. . B. FRANKMIN.- 


To W. OxnmieHxet, Eso: Maprip. “er 


Dr. Franklin’s resignation refused by congress—Vari arious 
: matter. Sp 
» Dear Sr, |. Passy, Aug. 24,1781... 
On looking over your letters I am ashamed sont 

myself -so much and so long in your debt. 

I thank you for making me acquainted with Mr. saint 
_ He appears a very amiable man, and is,full of intelligence 
and information. | 

We are all much me * roterth de Montmorin for his 
friendly assistance in our affairs. Please to present him my 
thankful ackuowledgments. | 

I thank you also for my being made indo to Mn. _ Giusti: 
I.saw him often, and had much satisfaction and pleasure in 
his-conversation. Of i 

The congress have done me the:honor to a accepting 
my resignation, and. insist: on my continuing in their service 
till the peace. [I must therefore buckle again to business, 
and thank God that my health and spirits are of late im- 
proved. I fancy it may have been a double mortification to 
those enemies you have mentioned to me, that I. should)ask . 
as a favor what they hoped to vex me by taking from me ; 
and that I should nevertheless be continued. . But these sort 
of considerations should never influence our conduct. We 
ought always to do what appears best to be done, without 
much regarding what others may-think of it. I .call this con- 
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tiguance an honor, and | really esteem it to be agreater than 
my first appointment, when I consider that all the interest of 
my enemies, united with my own AEDES were not sufficient 
to prevent it. hin | 
I have not yet received the works of your Economical 
Society, or those of its founder. I suppose you have not 
met with an opportunity. of sending: them. ‘The letter you 
propose sending to our philosophical-society will be very 
acceptable to them. I shall be glad to peruse the copy you 
Propose passing through my hands. | 
Yours, B. FRANKLIN, 


To THE Rev. Mr. Wn. Nixon, an Encuisn Pri- 
SONER ON PAROLE AT VALOGNE. 


“Means of doing much good with little money. 


- Rev. Sir, : Passy, Sept. 5, 1781. 

_I duly received the letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me the 25th past, together with the valuable little 
book, of which you are the author, There can be no doubt 
but that a gentleman of your learning and abilities might make 
a very useful member of society.in our new country, and meet 
with encouragement there, either as an mstructor in one of 
our universities, or as a clergyman of the church of Ireland. 
But [ am not empowered to engage any person to go over 
thither, and my abilities to assist the distressed are very limited. 
1 suppose you will soon be set at liberty in England by the 
cartel for the exchange of prisoners: in the mean time ‘if 
five Louis @ors may be of present service to you, please to 
draw on me for that ‘sum, and your bill shall be paid on-sight 
Some time or other you may have an opportunity of assisting 
with an equal sum a stranger who-has equal need of it. Do 
so. By that means you will discharge any obligation you 
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may suppose yourself under to me. Enjoin him to do the 
same on occasion. By pursuing such a practice, much good 
may be done with little money. Let kind offices go round. 
Mankind are all of a family. I have the honor to be, Rev. 
Sir, &e. | B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe Hon. Dante. or St. THomas JENIFER, Eso. 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS. 


SIR, Passy, Sept. 13, 1781. 

I received the ‘very obliging letter you did me the 
honor of writing to me the 20th of June last. It gave me 
great satisfaction to find, by the unanimous choice you men- 
tion, that my services had not been unacceptable to congress ; 
and to hear also that.they were favorably disposed towards 
my grandson, Temple Franklin. I. was my desire to quit 
public business, fearmg it might suffer in my hands through 
the infirmities incident to my time of life. But as they are 
_ pleased to think I may still be useful, I submit to their judg- 
ment, and shall do my best. 

‘Limmediately forwarded the letter you enclosed for Mr. 
Lowndes ; and if in any thing else I can do you service or 
pleasure here, please to command me freely. I have the ho- 
nor to be, with great regard, sir, Ke. B. FRANKLIN. 


To Ricnarp Bacue, Esg. PHILADELPHIA. © 
Mr. W. harton’s pamphlet on the Indiana claims—Dr. 
Franklin’s papers lost. 
Dear Son, Passy, Sept. 13, 1781. 
: I received yours of June 20th. It gave me great 
pleasure, as it informed me of the ~— of ——— and the 
dear family. 
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» Lhave read Mr. Wharton’s pamphlet. The faets, as far as 
I know them, are as he states them. Justice is, I thmk, on 
the side of those who contracted for the lands.*. But moral 
and political nght sometimes differ, and sometimes are both 
subdued by might. . 

[ received and thank you for several copies of the Indian 
spelling-book. I received. also they German and English 
newspapers. 

Among my papers in the trunk, which I unhappily left in 
the care of Mr. Galloway, were eight or ten quire or two 
quire books, of rough drafts of my letters, containing all my 
correspondence, when in England, for near twenty years. I 
shall .be very sorry if they too are lost. Don’t you think it 
possible, by going up into that country, and inquiring a little 
among the neighbors, you might possibly hear of, and recover 
‘some of them? I should not have left them im his hands, if 
he had not deceived me, by saying, that though he was before 
otherwise inclined, yet that since the king had declared us out 
of his protection, and the parliament by an act had made our 
properties plunder, -he would go as far im defence of his 
country as any man; and accordingly he had lately with 
pleasure: given colors to a regiment of militia, and an enter- 
tainment to 400 of them before his house. 1 thought he was 
bécome a’ “stanch ‘friend to the — cause, I-was mis- 
taken. As he ‘was a friend of my son’s,” to whom in my will 
‘had left all my books and papers, 1 hd him one of my 
exécutors, and put. the trunk. of. papers into his hands, ima- 
gining them <afer in his house (which was out of the way of 
any probable march of enemies’ troops) than in‘my own. It 
was very uilucky.. . | 


* The Indian erant. 
* Governor Franklin. 
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My love to Sally and the children. I shall soon write to 
all my friends. At present I am pinched in time, and can 
only add that I am ever - . niet 

your affectionate father, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Fs. Hopkinson, Eso. PHILADELPHIA. 


Dr. Franklin's friends and enemies, &c. — 


‘Dear Sir, | Passy, Sept. 13, 1781. 
[have received your kind letter of July 17, with 
its duplicate, enclosing those for Messrs. Brandlight and 
Sons, which | have forwarded. I am sorry for the loss of 
the sguibs. Every thmg of yours gives me pleasure. 

As to the friends and enemies you just mention, I have 
hitherto, thanks to God, had plenty of the former kind; they 
have been my treasure; and it has perhaps been of no dis- 
advantage to me that I have had a few of the latter. They 
serve to put us upon correcting the faults we have, and 
avoiding those we are in danger of having. ‘They counteract 
the mischief flattery might do us, and their malicious attacks 
make our friends more zealous in serving us and promoting 
our interest. At present I do not know of more than two 
‘such enemies that I enjoy, viz. * * * and * * *. I de- 
served the enmity of the latter, because I might have avoided 
it by paying him a compliment, which I neglected. ‘That of 
the former I owe to the people of France, who happened to 
respect me too much and him too little ; which I could bear 
and he could not. They are unhappy that they cannot make 
every body hate me as much as they do; and I should be so 
if my friends did not love me much more than those gentle- 
men can possibly love one another. 

Enough of this subject. Let me know if you are in pos- 
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session of my gimcrack instruments, and if you have made any 
new experiments. I lent many years ago a large glass globe 
mounted, to Mr. Coombe, and an electric battery of bottles, 
which I remember; perhaps there were some other things. 
He may have had them so long as to think them his own. 
Pray ask him for them, and keep them for me together with 
the rest. 

You have a new crop of prose writers. I see in your 
papers many of their fictitious names, but nobody tells me 
the real. You will oblige me by a little of your literary his- 
tory. Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever 

yours affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To EpmunD BuRKE, Esg. M.P. 


Relative to General Burgoyne and Mr. Laurens. 


SIR, Passy, Oct. 15, 1781. 

| I received but a few days since your very friendly 
letter of August last, on the subject of General Burgoyne. 

Since the foolish part of mankind will make wars from 
time to time with each other, not having sense enough other- 
wise to settle their differences, it certainly becomes the 
wiser part, who cannot prevent those wars, to alleviate as 
much as possible the calamities attending them. Mr. Burke 
always stood high in my esteem ; but his affectionate concern 
for his friend renders him still more amiable, and makes the 
honor he does me of admitting me of the number, still more 
precious. | 

Ido not think the congress have any wish to persecute 
General Burgoyne. I never heard till L received your letter 
that they had recalled him: if they have made such a resolu- 
tion, it must be, | suppose, a conditional one, to take’ place 
in case their offer of exchanging him for Mr. Laurens should 


* 
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not bé accepted; a inaalatiiie intended merely to’ enforce 
that offer. | > Og eI 

{ have just received an authentic copy of the resolve con- 
taining that offer, and authorising me to make it. As I have 
no communication with your ministers, I send it enclosed to 
you.’ - If you can find any means of negociating this busi- 
ness, | am sure the restoring another worthy man to his 
family and. friends, will be an addition to your pleasure. 
With great and invariable respect and affection, I am, sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Messrs. KoRnNMANN. 


Relative to a claim of relationship with Dr. Franklin. 


GENTLEMEN, - Passy, Nov. 21, 178). 
Enclosed is the answer you desire to the letter sent 
me from Conigsberg. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Mapam, Passy, Nov. 21, 1781. 

I received the letter you did me the honor of writ- 
ing to me the 26th of last. month: in answer to which I 
ought to inform you, that I. was born in America now near 
76 years since, that I never was in Ireland till the year 1773, 
which was for a few weeks only, and { did not pass thence 
to America with any person of my name,. but returned to 
England; nor had I ever any knowledge of the John Frank- 
lin you mention. I have exact accounts of every person of 
my family since the year 1555, when it was established in 


NII: BEI 


* Wanting. 
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England, and am certain that none.of them but myself since 
that time were ever in Ireland. The name of Franklin is 
common among the English of the two nations, but there are 
a number of different families who bear it, and who have no 
relation to each other. It would be a pleasure to me to dis- 
cover a relation in Europe, possessing the amiable sentiments 
expressed in your letter. I assure you I should not disown 
the meanest. I should also be glad if I could give youa 
satisfactory account of your family; but I really know no- 
thing of thém. I have therefore not the honor of being re- 
lated to them, but I have that of beg, madam, 
: yours, &c. , B. FRANKLIN. 


To Gov. Pownatt, Lonpon. 


Relative to Mrs. Barry—The war—Authority to treat 
of peace—Mr. Hobart. 


Dear SiR, Passy, Nov. 23, 1781. 

I received your favor by Mr. Hobart. I caused an 
application to be made to Almon in behalf of Mrs. Barry, 
but do not learn that it is like to meet with any success. As 
the transaction was between yourself and him, no other per- 
son but you claim with authority; I must therefore beg, for 
the poor good woman’s sake, that you would do something 
effectual. in it. , 

«LT also request that you would send the copies you men- 
tion to me here, directed to the care of Mr. Bowen at Os- 
tend; and that the plate may be packed with them. 

A wish most heartily with you that this cursed war was 
at.an end: but I despair of seeing it finished in my time. 
Your thirsty nation has not yet drank enough of our blood. 
I am authorised to treat of pedce whenever she is disposed 
to it, but I saw inconveniences in meeting and discoursing 
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with you on the subject, or with any one not avowed by 
your ministry; having already experienced such, in several 
instances.—Mr. Hobart appeared not fully acquainted with 
your ideas, and as he could not communicate them, I could 
make no judgment of them. My best wishes attend you, 
being with the old long-continued esteem, dear 4 your most 
obedient and most humble servant, | 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mrs. C. Eps. ' 


Relative to Henry Laurens, Esq., a prisoner in the Tower 
of London—Mr. Burke—General Burgoyne. 
Mapa, Passy, Dec. 18, 1781. 

I return enclosed the letter from my friend, Mr. 
Bridgen, which I received from you last night. You will be 
so good as to acquaint him in answer to his first question, 
if any fund was established for the support of Mr. ‘Laurens? 
that being informed about the middle of last month by 
friend in London of Mr. L.’s being in want of money, | 
wrote on the 19th to Mr. Hodgson, a merchant in Coleman 
Street, in whose hands I had lodged cash for the support of 
prisoners, to hold £100 of it at the disposition of Mr. Lau- — 
rens; and I since hear that on a like intimation to Mr. 
Adams in Holland, he has ordered another £100 to be ap- 
plied to the same purpose. I have never heard that any fund 
was established in America for the use of that gentleman ; 
probably it has not been known there that he had need of it. 
The second question, if any measures had been taken for his 
relief @ will be answered by acquainting Mr. B, that the con- 
gress passed a resolution to offer the exchange of General 
Burgoyne for him, and empowered me to make the’ offer: 
that Mr. Burke having written to me in favor of his friend, 
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General Burgoyne, on a supposition that the congress intend- 
ed to recal him, I sent a copy of the resolution-to Mr. 
Burke, and requested he would charge himself with the nego- 
ciation. I have since heard nothing, either from Mr. 
Hodgson or Mr. Burke; and as it is said a packet was 
lately lost between Ostend and England, | begin to fear my 
letters have miscarried, and shall by the first post send copies. 
I wish Mr. Bridgen would however apply to both those gen- 
tlemen, learn what has been done, and through you acquaint me 
with it. | beg you would assure Mr. Bridgen of my best wishes 
and affectionate attachment. I hope his affairs in Carolina 
have been settled to his mind. With much esteem, I have the 
honor to be, madam, yours, &c. 
B. Frank. in. 


P.S. About the beginning of the year, having heard a 
report that Mr. Laurens was ill-used, I wrote a little re- 
monstrance to Sir Grey Cooper on the occasion; who re- 
pled, by acquaintmg me that on inquiry he found the report 
to be groundless ; and by sending me a letter he had received 
from. the lieutenant of the Tower, which assured him in the 
strongest terms, that Mr, Laurens was perfectly satisfied with 
the treatment he received, and frequently expressed his thank- 
fulness for the same; this made me easy, hearing nothing 
afierwards to the contrary till lately. 


To Miss LAURENS. 


Relative to her father’s situation. 
Mapam, Passy, Dec. 29, 178.1. 
d received your very sensible letter of the 14th past. 
Your brother, Colonel Laurens, being here when I received. 
the former, 1 informed him of the steps I pod then taken, | 
VOL. I, - 
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respecting your good father, and requested him to answer 
your letter for me. I did suppose he had done it; but his 
great and constant occupation while here, might occasion his 
omitting it. The purport was, that en a report of your fa- 
ther’s being harshly treated, I wrote in his behalf to an old 
friend, Sir Grey Cooper, secretary of the treasury, complain- 
ing of it. His answer was, that he had inquired, and found 
the report groundless; and he sent me enclosed a letter he 
received from the lieutenant of the ‘Tower, assuring him that 
Mr. Laurens was treated with great kindness, was very sen- 
sible of it, thankful for it, and frequently expressed his satis- 
faction: on this I became more easy on his account; but a 
little before I received your letter, I had one (from Mr. 
Benjamin Vaughan, who is connected with the family of Mr. 
Manning) which informed me that Mr. Laurens was really 
in want of necessaries; and desired to know if any provision 
was made for his subsistence. I wrote nmmediately to Mr. 
Hodgson, in whose hands [ had lodged some money, re- 
questing him to hold 100/. of it at the disposition of Mr. 
Laurens, and to acquaint Mr. Vaughan with it. About this 
time I received two letters; one from Mr. Burke, member 
of parliament, complaining that his friend, General Bur- 
goyne, (in England on his parole) was reclaimed and recalled 
by congress, and requesting I would find some means of per- 
mitting him to remain. The other was from the congress, ei- 
closmg a resolve that impowered me to offer General Bur- 
goyne in exchange for Mr. Laurens. Perceiving by Mr. 
Burke’s letter, that he was very desirous of obtaining his 
friend’s liberty, and having no immediate intercourse with 
the British ministry, I thought I could not do better than to 
enclose the resolve in my answer to his letter, and request 
him to negociate the exchange. When I received yours, I 
was in expectation of having scon an answer from Mr. Burke 
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and Mr. Hodgson, which would enable me to give you more 
satisfactory information. I therefore delayed writing to you 
from post to post till | should hear from them; and fearing 
from the length of time that my letters had miscarried, I sent 
copies of them. It is but yesterday that I received an an- 
swer from Mr. Hodgson, dated the 21st instant, in which he 
writes me: “ | received your favor of the 19th ultimo; Iim- 
mediately acquamted Mr. Vaughan with your directions con- 
cerning the supplying Mr. Laurens. He has been acquainted 
therewith; but hitherto no application has been made to me 
for the money: whenever it is, you may be assured it shall be 
complied with.” No answer is come to my hands from Mr. 
Burke; but I see by a newspaper Mr. Hodgson sends me, 
that he has endeavored to execute the commission. | enclose 
that paper for your satisfaction, together with a copy of your 
father’s petition to parliament, on which I do not find that 
they have yet come to any result: but observing that he 
makes no complaint in that petition, of his being pinched in 
the article of subsistence, I hope that part of our intelligence 
from London may be a mistake. I shall, however, you may 
depend, leave nothing undone that is m my power, to obtain 
his release, and assure you that the thought of the pleasure it 
must afford a child, whose mind is of so tender a sensibility, 
and filled with such true filial duty and affection, will be an 
additional spur to my endeavors: I suppose Mr. Adams has 
informed you that he has ordered another 100/. sterling to be 
-paid Mr. Laurens; and I hope you will soon have the hap- 
piness of hearing that he is at liberty. With very great re- 
gard, I have the honor to be, madam, &c. | 
B. FRANKLIN. . 
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LETTER TO ****KE, 


Containing advice to certain manufacturers intending to 


a“ 


emigrate to America. 


GENTLEMEN, Passy, Jan. 4, 1782. 
I received the propositions you did me the honor to 
address to me, by the hand of Mr. ———. 


There is no doubt but that a body of sober, industrious, 
and ingenious artisans, men of honest and religious principles, 
such as you and your friends are described to be, would be 
a valuable acquisition to any country; and I am certain you 
would meet with a kind and friendly reception in Pennsyl- 
vania, and be put into possession of all the rights and privi- 
leges of free citizens; but neither that government, nor any 
other in America that I know of, has ever been at any public 
expense to augment the number of its inhabitants. All 
who are established there, have come at their own charge. 
The country affords to strangers a good climate, fine whole- 
some air, plenty of provisions, good laws, just and cheap 
government; with all the liberties, civil and religious, that 
reasonable men can wish for. These inducements are so 
great, and the number of people in all the nations of Europe, 
who wish to partake of them, is so considerable, that if the 
states were to undertake transporting people at the expense 
of the public, no revenue that they have would be sufficient. 
Having therefore no orders or authority, either from the con- 
gress or the state of Pennsylvania, to procure settlers or 
manufacturers, by engaging to defray them, I cannot enter 
into the contract proposed in your second article. The 
other articles would meet with no difficulty. Men are not 
forced there into the public service, and a special law might 
be easily obtained to give you a property for seven years in 
the useful inventions you may introduce. 
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You will do well to weigh seriously the following consider- 
ations :—If you can establish yourselves there during the 
war, it is certain that your manufactures will be much more 
profitable, as they sell at very high prices now, owing to 
the difficulty and risk of transporting them from Europe. 
But then your passages also will be more expensive, and 
your risk greater of having your project ruined, by being taken, 
stripped, and imprisoned. If you wait till a peace, you will 
pass much cheaper and more securely, and you have a better 
chance of settling yourselves and posterity in a comfortable 
and happy situation. On these points your prudence must 
determine. If I were to advise, 1 should think it rather 
‘most prudent to wait for a peace, and then to victual a 
vessel in some port of Ireland, where it can be done cheap, 
to which you might easily pass from Liverpool. There are, 
1 understand, some apprehensions that your ministers may 
procure a law to restrain the emigration of manufacturers. 
But I think that, weak and wicked as they are, and tyran- 
nical as they are disposed to be, they will hardly venture 
upon an act that shall make a prison of England to confine 
men for no other crime than that of being useful and indus- 
trious ; and to discourage the learning of useful mechanic 
arts, by declaring, that as soon as a man is master of his 
business, he shall lose bis liberty, and become a prisoner for 
life; while they suffer their idle and extravagant gentry to 
travel and reside abroad at their pleasure, spending the 
“incomes of their estates, racked from their Jaborious honest 
tenants, in foreign follies, and among French and Italian 
whores and fiddlers. Such a law would be too glaringly 
unjust to be borne with. 

I wish you success in what you may resolve to undertake ; 
and you will find me ever your assured friend and humble 
servant, B. FRANKLIN. 
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To His ExceLtency GENERAL WASHINGTON, 


Capitulation of General Lord Cornwallis— Introduction 
of Count de Ségur, &c. 
Sin, Passy, April 2, 1782. 
I received duly the honor of your letter, accom- 
panying ‘the capitulation of Gen. Cornwallis. All the world 
agree that no expedition was ever better planned or better 
executed: it has made a great addition to the military repu- 
tation you had already acquired, and brightens the glory that 
surrounds your name, and that must accompany it to our 
latest posterity. No news could possibly make me more 
happy. The infant Hercules has now strangled the two 
serpents? that attacked. him in his cradle, and I trust his 
future history will be answerable. 7 

This will be presented to you by the Count de Ségur. 
He is son of the Marquis de Ségur, minister of war, and 
_our very good friend; but [ need not claim your regards to 
the young gentleman on that score; his amiable personal 
qualities, his very sensible conversation, and his zeal for the 
cause of liberty, will obtain and secure your esteem; and be 
better recommendation than any I can give him. 

The English seem not to know either how to continue 
the war, or to muke peace with us. Instead of entering 
into a regular treaty, for putting an end to a contest they 
are tired of, they have voted in parliament, that the recovery 
of America by force is impracticable, that an offensive war 
against us ought not to be continued, and that whoever 
advises it shall be deemed an enemy to his country. 

Thus the garrisons of New York and Charlestown, if 


‘ Alluding to the surrender of the two British armies under Bun- 
GorNe afd Connwatuis, Oct. 17, 1777, and Oct. 19, 1781. 


PART L OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, . 103 


continued there, must sit still, being only allowed to defend 
themselves. The ministry not understanding or approving 
this making of peace by halves, have quitted their places ; 
but we have no certain account here who is to succeed 
them, so that the measures likely to be taken are yet uncer- ? 
tain; probably we shall know something of them before 
the Marquis de la Fayette takes his departure. There are- | 
grounds for good hopes, however; but I think we should 
not therefore relax in our preparations for a vigorous cam- 
paign, as that nation is subject to sudden fluctuations; and, 
though somewhat humiliated at present, a little success in 
the West Indies may dissipate their present fears, recal their 
natural insolence, and occasion the interruption of nego- 
ciation, and a continuance of the war. We have great stores | 
purchased here for the use of your army, which will be sent 
as soon as transports cafi be procured for them to go under 
good convoy. | . 
My best wishes always have, and always will attend you ; 
being with the greatest and most sincere esteem and respect, 
su, your excellency’s most obedient and most humble 
servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


To THe Cuevatier DE CuasTeLiux.' (In America.) 
Change of Ministry in. England—Peace—Campaign in 
America—Count de Ségur. 

Dear Sir, Passy, April 6, 1782. 
It gave me great pleasure to hear by the officers 

returned last winter from your army, that you continued in 
good health. You will see by the public papers that the 
English begin to be weary of the war; and they have reason, 
having suffered many losses, having four nations of enémies 


1 Afterwards the Marquis de Chastellux. 
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on their hands, few men.to spare, little money left, and very 
bad heads. ‘The latter they have lately changed. As yet 
we know not what measures their new ministry will take. 
People generally think they will be employed by the king to 
extricate him from his present difficulties, by obtaining a 
peace, and that then he will kick them out again; they being 
all men that he abominates, and who have been forced upon 
him by the parliament. _ | 
The commons have already made a sort of half peace 
with us Americans, by forbidding their troops on the conti- 
nent to act offensively ; and by a new law they have impow- 
ered the king to complete it. As yet I hear nothing of the 
terms they mean to propose; indeed they: have had hardly 
time to form them. I know they wish to detach us from 
France ; but that is impossible. | 
I congratulate you on the success of your last glorious — 
campaign. Establishing the liberties of America will not 
only -make that people happy, but will have some effect in 
diminishing the misery of those, who in other parts of the 
world groan under despotism, by rendering it more circum- 
spect, and inducing it to govern with a lighter hand, A’ 
philosopher endowed with those strong sentiments of huma- 
nity that are manifested in your excellent writings,* must 
enjoy great satisfaction in having contributed so extensively 
by his sword, as well'as by his pen, to the félicité publique. 
M. le Comte de Ségur has desired of me a line of recom- 
mendation to you. I consider his request rather as a com- 
pliment to me, than as asking what may be of use to him; 
since £ find that all who know him here esteem and love him, 
and he is certainly not unknown to you. 
Dare I confess to you that I am your rival with Madame 


* Principally a Treatise on Pusiic Happiness. 
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G*** > T need not tell you that I am not a dangerous one: 
I perceive that she loves you very much; and so does, dear 
B. FRANKLIN. 


= 


sur, yours, Xc. 


To His Excertency Gen. WasHiNGToN. 
“Introduction of the Prince de Broglie. 
SIR, Passy, April 8, 1782. 

I did myself the honor of writing to you a few 
days since by the Comte de Ségur. This line is chiefly to 
present the Prince de Broglie to your Excellency, who goes 
Over to join the army of Mons. de Rochambeau. He bears 
an. excellent character here, is a hearty friend to our cause, 
and [am persuaded you will have a pleasure in his conver 
sation. I take leave, therefore, to recommend him to those ~ 
civilities which you are always happy in showing to strangers 
of merit and distinction. 

TI have heretofore congratulated your Excellency on your 
victories over our enemy’s generals ; I can now do the same 
on your having overthrown their politicians. Your late suc- 
cesses have so strengthened the hands of opposition in par- 
liament, that they are become the majority, and have com- 
pelled the king to dismiss ali his old ministers aud their 
adherents. "The unclean spirits he was possessed with are 
now cast out of him, but it is imagined that as soon as he 
has obtained a peace, they will return with others worse than 
themselves ; and the last state of that man (as the Pal 
ture says) shall be worse than the first. , 

As soon as we can learn any thing certain of the pr ojects 
of the new ministry, I shall take the first opportunity of 
communicating them. With the greatest esteem and respect, 
I am, sir, your excellency’s, &c. B, FRANKLIN. 
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To THe Rev. Dr. PRiestTtey. 


Reflections on the conduct of mankind to each other— 


Apologue—Experiments of Lavoisier in the presence of 
the Grand Duke of Russia. 


Dear Sir, | Passy, June '7, 1782. 

| I received your kind letter of the 7th of April, 
also one of the 3d of May. I have always great pleasure 
in hearing from you, in learning that you are well, and that 
you continue your experiments. I should rejoice much if I 
could once more recover the leisure to search with you into 
the works of nature; I mean the inanimate, not the ani- 
mate or moral part of them: the more I discovered of the 
former, the more I admired them; the more I know of the 
latter, the more I am disgusted with them. Men, I find to 
be a sort of beings very badly constructed, as they are gene- 
rally more easily provoked than reconciled, more disposed 
to do mischief to each other than to make reparation, much 
more easily deceived than undeceived, and having more 
pride and even pleasure in killing than in begetting, one 
another; for without a blush they assemble in great armies 
at noon-day to destroy, and when they have killed as many as 
they can, they exaggerate the number to augment the fancied’ 
glory ; but they creep into corners, or cover themselves with 
the darkness of night, when they mean to beget, as, bemg 
ashamed of a virtuous action. A virtuous action it would 
be, and a vicious one the killing of them, if the species were 
really worth producing or preserving; but of this I begin: 
to doubt. I know you have no such doubts, because in 
your zeal for their welfare, you are taking a great deal of 
pains to save their souls, Perhaps as you grow, older, you 
may look upon this as a hopeless project, or an idle amuse- 
ment, repent of having murdered in mephitic air so many 
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honest, harmless mice, and wish that to prevent mischief you 
had used boys and girls instead of them. In what light we 
are viewed by superior beings, may be gathered from a piece 
of late West-India news, which possibly has not yet reached. 
you. A young angel of distinction being sent down to this world 
on some business, for the first time, had an old courier-spirit 
assigned him as a guide: they arrived over the seas of Mar- 
tinico, in the middle of the long day of obstinate fight be- 
tween the fleets of Rodney and De Grasse. When through 
the clouds of smoke, he saw the fire of the guns, the decks 
covered with mangled limbs, and bodies dead or dying; the 
ships sinking, burning, or blown into the air; and the quan- 
tity of pain, misery, and destruction, the crews yet alive 
were thus with so much eagerness dealing round to one 
another, he turned angrily to his guide, and said, “ You 
blundering blockhead, you are ignorant of your business 3 
you undertook to conduct me to the earth, and you have 
brought me into hell!” “ No, Sir,” says the guide, “ I have 
made no mistake; this is really the earth, and these are men. 
Devils never treat one another in this cruel manner; they 
have more sense, and more of what men psig di call 
humanity.” 

But to be serious, my dear. old friend, I love you as much 
as ever, and [ love all the honest souls that meet at the 
London Coffee-House. I only wonder how it happened 
that they and my other friends in England came to be such 
good creatures in the midst of so perverse a generation. I 
long to see them and you once more, and [ labor for peace 
with more earnestness, that [ may again be happy in your 
sweet society, 

I showed your letter to the Duke de la Rochefoucault, 
who thinks with me that the new experiments you have made 
are extremely curious, and he has given me thereupon a note 


108 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART I. 


which I enclose, and [ request you would furnish me with 
the answer desired. | 

Yesterday the Count du Nord* was at the Academy of 
Sciences, when sundry experiments were exlnbited for his 
entertainment; among them, one by M. Layoisier, to show 
that the strongest fire we yet know is made im a charcoal 
blown upon with dephlogisticated air. In a heat so pro- 
duced, he melted platina presently, the fire being much more 
powerful than that of the strongest burning mirrors Adieu, 
and believe me ever, your’s most affectionately, 

B, FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Suiptey, Bisnor or St. AsAapH.” 


| Passy, June 10, 1782. 
IT received and read the letter from my dear and 
much respected friend, with infinite pleasure. After so long 


* The Grand Duke of Russia, afterwards Emperor Paul I. 


2 Jonatuan Surpiey took his degrees at Christ Church, and in. 

1748 was madé Prebendary of Winchester. After travelling, in 
1745, with the Duke of Cumberland, he was promoted in 1749 toa 
Canonry at Christ Church, became Dean of Winchester in 1760, 
and in 1769 Bishop of St. Asaph. He was author of some elegant 
verses on the death of Queen Carcline, and published besides, seme 
poems and sermons, and died in 1788. 
- He was an intimate and much esteemed friend of Dr. Franklin’s, 
and a warm and eloquent advocate in parliament in favor of Ame- 
rica. Of the latter his “ Speech intended io have been spoken” on the 
bill for altering the charter of the colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
{printed for Cadell in 1774) remains an honorable testimony. It 
has been thus noticed by a contemporary writer :—“ Among all the 
productions, ancient or modern, it would be difficult to find an 
instance of more consummate elegance than in a printed speech 
intended to be spoken in the House of Lords.” (Introduction to 
Mainwaring’s Sermons, 1780.) 


. 
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asilence, and the long continuance of its unfortunate causes, 
a line from you was a prognostic of happier times approach- 
ing, when we may converse and communicate freely, without 
danger from the malevolence of men enraged by the ill suc- 
cess of their distracted projects. 
- [long with you for the return of peace, on the general 
principles of humanity. ‘The hope of being able to pass a 
few more of my last days happy in the sweet conversations 
and company I once enjoyed at Twyford,’ is a particular 
motive that adds strength to the general wish, and quickens 
my industry to procure that best of blessings. After much 
occasion to consider the folly and mischiefs of a state of 
warfare, and the little er no advantage obtained even by those 
nations who have conducted it with the most success, I have 
been apt to think that there has never been, nor ever will be, 
any such thing as a good war, or a bad peace. 
_ You ask if I still relish my old studies? I relish them, 
but I cannot pursue them. My time is engrossed unhappily 
with other concerns. I requested of the congress last year, 
my-discharge from this public station, that | might enjoy a 
little leisure in the evening of a long life of business; but it 
was refused me, and I have been obliged to drudge on a 
little longer. | 
You are happy as your years come on, in having that dear 
and most amiable family about you. Four daughters! how 
rich! [ have but one, and she necessarily detained from me 
ata thousand leagues distance. I feel the want of that ten- 
der care of me which might be expected from a daughter, 
and would give the world for one. Your shades are all 
placed m a row over my five-place, so that I not only have 
you always in my miud, but constantly before my eyes. 


* The country residence of the bishop. 
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The cause of liberty and America has been greatly obliged 
to you. I hope you will live long to see that country flo- 
rish under its new constitution, which Lam sure will give 
you great pleasure. Wall you permit me to express another 
hope, that now your friends are in power, they will take the 
- fipst opportunity of showing the sense they ought to have of 
your virtues and your merit! 

Please to make my best respects acceptable to Mrs. 
Shipley, and embrace for me tenderly all our dear children. 
With the utmost esteem, respect, and yeneration, I am ever, 
my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. INcennavsz." 

Reficctions on misunderstandings between friends—M. La- 
voisier’s experiment—American affairs. 
(EXTRACT.) Passy, June 21, 1782: 

I am sorry that any misunderstanding should arise 
between you and Dr. —————. The indiscretions of friends 
on both sides often occasion such misunderstandings. When 
they produce public altercations, the ignorant are diverted at 
the expense of the learned. I hope, therefore, that you will 
omit the polemic piece in your French edition, and take no 
public notice of the improper behavior of your friend; but 
go on with your excellent experiments, produce facts, im- 
prove science, aud do: good to mankind. Reputation will 
follow, and the little injustices of contemporary laborers will 
be forgotten : my example may encourage you, or else I 
should not mention it. You know that when my papers 
were first published, the Abbé Nollet, then high in reputation, 
attacked them in a book of letters. An answer was expected 


* Jonn Incunnavsz, F.R.S. an eminent physician and chemist, 
born at Breda, 1730, died in 1799. 
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from me, but I made none, to that book nor to any other. 
They are now all neglected, and the truth seems to be esta- 
blished: you; can always employ your time better than in 
polemics. | 

Monsieur Lavoisier the other day showed an experiment 
at the Academy of Scierices, to the Comte du Nord, that is 
said to be curious. He kindled an hollow charcoal, and blew 
into it a stream of dephlogisticated air. In this focus, which 
is said to be the hottest fire human art has yet been able to 
produce, he melted platina in a few minutes. 

Our American affairs wear a better aspect now than at any 
time heretofore. Our councils are perfectly united; our 
people all armed and disciplined. Much and frequent ser- 
vice as militia, has indeed made them all soldiers. Our ene- 
mies are much dimimished, and reduced to two or three gar- 
risons ; our commerce and agriculture florish. Mngland at 
length sees the difficulty of conquering us, and no longer 
demands submission, but asks for peace, She would now 
think herself happy to obtain a federal union with us, and 
will endeavor it ; but perbaps will be disappoimted, as it is 
the interest of all Europe to preventit. I last year requested 
of congress to release me from this service, that 1 might 
spend the evening of life more agreeably in philosophic leisure ; 
but I was refused. If I had succeeded, it was my intention 
to make the tour of Italy, with my grandson, pass into Gere 
many, and spend some time happily with you, whom I have 
always loved, ever smce I knew you, with uninterrupted 
affection. We have lost our common friend, the excellent 
Pringle!* How many pleasing hours you and I have passed 

* Sir John Pringle, Bart. born in Roxburghshire, in 1707, physician 
to the queen’s household, afterwards to the king, and president to the 


Royal Society; died in 1782. Ue wrote “ Observations on Diseases of 
the Army,” &c. &c. 
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together in his company! I inust soon follow sy ¢h 

now in my seventy-seventh year ; but you have yet a prospect 

of many years of usefulness still before you, which I hope | 

you will fully enjoy ; and I am persuaded you will ever kindly 

remember your truly affectionate friend, | 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Miss ALEXANDER. | 
. (ExTRACT.) Passy, June 24, 1782. 

“Tam not at all displeased that the thesis and dedi- 
‘cation with which we were threatened are blown over, for I 
‘dislike much all sorts of mummery. ‘The republic of letters 
has gained no reputation, whatever else it may have gained, by 
the commerce of dedications : I never made one, and I never 
desired that one should be made to me. When I submitted 
to receive this, it was from the bad habit I have long had of 
domg every thing that ladies desire me to do: there is no 
refusing any thing to Madame la Marck, nor to you. I have 
been to pay my respects to that amiable lady, not merely 
because it was a compliment due to her, but because I love 
her, which induces me to excuse her not letting me in; the 
same reason I should have for excusing your faults, if you 
had any. | have not seen your papa since the receipt of © 
your pleasing letter, so could arrange nothing with him re- 
specting the carriage. During seven or eight days I shall be 
very busy: after that you shall hear from me, and the carriage 
shail be at your service. How could you think of writing to me 
about chimneys and fires, in such weather as this!. Now is 
the time for the frugal lady you mention to save her wood, 
obtain plus de chaleur, and lay it up against winter, as people 
do ice against summer. Frugality is an enriching virtue; a 
virtue I never could acquire in myself : but I was once lucky 
enough to find it ina wife, who thereby became a fortune to 
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mes | Do you possess it? If you do, and I were twenty years 
younger, I would give your father one thousand guineas for 
you. I know you would be worth more to me as a ménagere ; 
but I am covetous and love good bargains. Adieu, my dear 
friend, and believe me ever yours most affectionately, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Hurron.’ 
Relative to the murder of some Moravian Indians. 


My OLD AND DEAR FRIEND, Passy, July 7, 1782. 
A letter written by you to M. Bertin, ministre d’Etat, 
containing an account of the abominable murders committed | 
by some of the frontier people on the poor Moravian Indians, 
has given me infinite pain and vexation. The dispensations 
of Providence in this world puzzle my weak reason: I cannot 
comprehend why cruel men should have been permitted thus 


\ 
* James Hutton, son of Doctor Hutton, (who in the early part of 
his life had been a bookseller) was for many years secretary to the 
society of Moravians. He died April 25, 1795, in his 80th year, at | 
Oxstead Cottage, Surry ; and was buried in the Moravian cemetery at 
Chelsea. He was a.well-known character, and very generally esteem- 
ed. He was a faithful brother of the Moravian fraternity fifty-five 
years; the latter part of his life was spent literally in going about 
doing good, and his charities were confined to no sect. He married 
a lady of the Moravian nation and religion, but had no children, and 
was a widower some years before his death. Mr. Hutton possessed 
strong sense, with quick feelings and apprehensions, which the illu- 
mination of his countenance evinced even at seventy, though his 
difficulty of hearing. was such, that he could only converse by the 
assistance of an ear-trumpet. He was highly esteemed by their pre- 
sent majesties, and well known to many of the nobility and men of 
_ letters: nor was he refused admittance to the highest ranks, (even at 
Buckingham House) though his ardent benevolence inclined him 
greatly to néglect his own dress, that he smi the better feed the 
hungry and cover the naked. | 
VOL. I. H 
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to destroy their fellow-creatures. Some of the Indians. may 
be supposed to have committed sins, but oné cannot think the 
little children had committed any worthy of death, Why has 
a single man.m England, who happens to love blood, and to 
hate Americans, been permitted to gratify that bad temper by 
hirmg German murderers, and joining them with his own, to 
destroy 1m a continued course of bloody years,’ near 100,000 
human creatures, many of them possessed of useful talents, 
virtues, and abilities, to which he has no pretension? It is 
_ he who has furnished the savages with hatchets, and. scalping 
knives, and engages them to fall upon our defenceless farmers, 
and murder them with their wives and children, paymg for 
their scalps, of which the account kept in America already 
amounts, as I have heard, to near two thousand! Perhaps 
the. people of the frontiers, exasperated by the cruelties of the 
Indians, have been induced to kill all Indians that fall into 
their hands without distinction ; so that even these horrid mur- 
ders of our poor Moravians may be laid to his charge. And 
yet this man lives, enjoys all the good things this world cari 
afford, and is surrounded by fiatterers who keep even his con- 
science quiet by telling him he is the best of princes! I 
wonder at this, but I cannot therefore part with the comfort- 
able belief of a divine Providence ; and the more | see‘the 
impossibility, from the number and extent of his crimes, of 
giving equivalent punishment to a wicked man in this life, the 
more Lam convinced of a future state, in which all that here 
appears to be wrong shall be set right, all that is crooked 
made straight. In: this faith let you and.I, my dear friend, 
~ comfort ourselves; it is the only comfort in the present dark 
scene Of things that is allowed us. | . 

1 shall not fail to write to the government of America, 
urging that effectual care may be taken to protect and save 
the remainder of those unhappy people. | 
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‘Since writing the above, I have received a Philadelphia 
paper, contaiming some account of the same horrid transac- 
tion, a little different, and some circumstances alleged. as 
excuses or palliations, but extremely weak and insufficient. 
I send it to you enclosed. With great and siicere esteem, I 
am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN, | 


To ° THE SECRETARY FOR ForREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


The. birth of the Dauphin—Capt. Asgill—M. Tousard— 
Allowances to Mr. Temple Franklin— Contingent ex- 


/ 


penses— Enclosures. 


Sir, , Passy, Sept. 3, 1782. ; 
I have just received your No. 18, dated the 23d of 
June. The accounts of the general sentiments of our people 
respecting propositions from England, and the rejoicings on 
the birth of the Dauphin, give pleasure here ; and it affords 
me much satisfaction to find the conduct of congress approved ~ 
by all that hear or speak of it, and to see all the marks of a 
constantly growing regard for us, and confidence in us, among 
those im whom such sentiments are most to be desired. 
«© T hope the affair of Captam Asgill was settled as it ought 
to be, by the punishment of. Lippincut. Applications have 
been made here to obtain letters in favor of the young gen- 
tleman. Enclosed I send you.a copy of the answer I gave 
to that made to me. . pat 
I had before acquamted M. Tousard, that his pension 
would be paid in America, and there only, it being unreason- 
able to expect that the congress should open a pay-office in 
every part of the world where. pensioners should choose to 
reside. I shall communicate to him that part of your letter. 
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You wish to know what allowance:I make to my private 
secretary. My grandson, W. Temple Franklin, came over 
with me, served me as private secretary during the time of 
the commissioners, and no secretary to the commission arriv- 
ing, though we had been made to expect one, he did business 
_ for us all, and this without any allowance for his services, 
though both Mr. Lee and Mr. Deane at times mentioned it 
to me as a thing proper to be'done, and a justice due to him. 
When | became appointed sole minister here, and the whole 
business which the commissioners had before divided with me 
came into my hands, I was obliged to exact more service 
from him, and he was indeed, by being so long in the busi- 
ness, become capable of doing more. At length, in the 
beginning of the year 1781, considering his constant close 
attention to the duties required of him, and his having thereby 
missed the opportunity of studying the law, for which he had 
been mtended, I determined to make him some compensa- 
tion for the time past, and fix some appointment for the time 
to come, till the pleasure of congress respecting him should 
be taken. I accordingly settled an account with him ; allow- 
ing him from the beginning of December 1776, to the end of 
1777, the sum of 3400 livres ; and for the year 1778, the sum 
of 4000 livres ; for 1779, 4300 livres ; and for 1780, 6000 
livres: since that time, I have allowed him at the rate of 300 
louis per annum, being what [I saw had been allowed by con- 
gress to the secretary of Mr. William Lee, who could not have 
had, I imagine, a fourth part of the business to go through ; 
since my secretary, besides the writing and copying the pa- 
pers relative to my common ministerial transactions, has had 
all those occasioned by my acting in the various employments 
of judge of admiralty, consul, purchaser of goods for the 
public, &c. besides that of the acceptor of the congress bills, 
a business that requires being always at home ; bills coming 
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by post from different ports and countries, and often requir- 
ing immediate answers, whether good or not; and to that end, 
it being. necessary to examine them by the books exactly kept 
of all preceding acceptations, in order to detect double pre- 
sentations, which happen very frequently, the great number 
of these bills makes almost sufficient business for one person, 
and the confinement they occasion is such that we cannot 
allow ourselves a day’s excursion into the country, and. the 
want of exercise has hurt our healths in several instances. 
The congress pay much larger salaries to some secretaries, 
who I believe deserve them, but not more than my grandson 
does ; the comparatively small one I have allowed to him, 
his fidelity, exactitude and address in transacting business, 
being really what one could wish in such.an officer, and the 
genteel appearance a young gentleman in his station obliges 
him to make, requiring at least such an income. I donot 
mention the extraordinary business that has been imposed 
upon-us in this embassy as a foundation for demanding higher 
salaries than others. I never solicited for a public office 
either for myself or any relative, yet I never refused one that 
I was capable of executing, when public service was in ques- 
tion; and [ never bargained for salary, but contented myself 
with whatever my constituents were pleased to allow me. 
Che congress will therefore consider every article charged in 
my account distinct from the salary originally voted, not as 
what I presumed to insist upon, but as what I propose only 
for their consideration, and they will allow what they think 
proper. You desire an accurate estimate of those contingent 
expenses. I enclose copies of two letters which passed be- 
_ tween Mr. Adams and me on the subject, and show the articles 
of which they consist. ‘Their amount in different years may be 
found in my accounts, except the article of house-rent, which 
has never yet been settled, M. de Chaumont, our landlord, 
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having originally proposed to leave it till the end of the war, 
and then to accept for it a piece of American land from ‘the 
congress, such as they might judge equivalent: if the congress 
did intend all contingent charges whatever to be included in 
the salary, and do not thmk proper to pay on the whole so 
much, in that case I would humbly suggest that the saving 
may be most conveniently made by a diminution of the salary, 
leaving the contingencies to be charged; because they may 
necessarily be very different in different years, and in different 
courts. I have been the more diffuse on this subject, as 
‘your letter gave me occasion for it, and it 1s probably the last 
time I shall mention it. 

Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to congress ; 
assure them of my best services, and believe me to be, with 
‘sincére esteem, &c. | B. FrawKxu1n. 

P.S. As you will probably lay this letter before con- 
gress, I take the liberty of joining to it an extract of my letter 
to the president, of the 12th of March, 1781, and of repeat- 
ing my request therem contained, relative to my grandson. 
J enclose likewise extracts of letters from Messrs. Jay and 
Laurens, which both show the regard those gentlemen have for 
him, and their desire of his being noticed by the'congress." ~ 

| B. FRANKLIN. 


To Sir Joszryu Banks, 
President of the Royal Society, London. 
Dear Sir, Passy, Sept. 9, 1782. 

IT have just received the very kind friendly letter 
you were so good as to write to me by Dr. Broussonnet. 
Be assured that I long earnestly for a return of those peace- 
ful times when I could sit down in sweet society with my 


t See pages 78 and 80 of this volume. 
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‘English philosophical friends, communicating to each other 
new discoveries, and. proposing improvements of old ones ; 
all tending to extend the power of man over matter, avert or 
diminish the evils he is subject to, or augment the number of 
his enjoyments. Much more happy should I be thus.em- 
ployed in your most desirable company, than in that of all 
the grandees of, the earth projecting plans of mischief, how- 
ever necessary they may be supposed for obtaining greater 
good. be 08. set 

I am glad to learn by the Doctor that. your great work 
goes on.:. 1 admire your magnanimity in the undertaking, 
and the perseverance with which you have prosecuted it. 

I jom with you most perfectly in the charmmg wish you 
so well express, “ that such measures may be taken by both 
parties as may tend to the elevation of both, rather than the 
destruction of either.” If any thimg has happened endanger- 
ing one of them, my comfort is, that 1 endeavored earnestly 
to prevent it, and gave honest, faithful advice, which, if it had 
been regarded, would have been effectual. And still, if proper 
means are used to produce, not only.a peace, but what is 
much more interesting, a thorough reconciliation, a few 
years may heal the wounds that have been made in our hap- 
piness, and produce a degree of prosperity of which at present 
we can hardly form a conception. With great and sincere 
esteem and respect, I am, dear sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, B, FRANKLIN. 


To F. Horxinson, Esq. PHILADELPHIA. 
Planting trees in Philadelphia—Newspaper abuse. 
(EXTRACT.) Passy, Dec. 24, 1782. 
hs “ | thank you for your ingenious paper in favor of 
the trees. I own I now wish we had two rows of them in 
every one of our streets. The comfortable shelter they 
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suns, and the greater coolness of our walls and pavements, 
would, | conceive, m the improved health of the inhabitants, 
amply compensate the loss of a house now and then by fire, 
if such should be the consequence: but a tree is soon felled; 
and as axes are at hand im every neighborhood, may be down 
before the engines arrive. 

You do well to avoid beimg concerned in the pieces of 
personal abuse, so scandalously common in our newspapers, 
that 1 am afraid to lend any of them here, till I have examined 
and laid aside such as would disgrace us, and subject us 
among strangers to a reflection like that used by a gentleman 
in a coffee-house to two quarrellers, who after a mutually free 
use of the words rogue, villain, rascal, scoundrel, &c. seemed 
as if they would refer their dispute te him: “I know nothing 
of you, er your affairs,” ipigne estipallagenryemnito 
Krow one another.” 

The conductor of slabienhennehihinestebhathdeateniii 
himself as in some degree the guardian of his country’s re- 
putation, and refuse to imsert such writings as may hurt it. 
If people will print their abuses of one another, Jet them 
do it in little pamphlets, and distribute them where they think 
proper. It is absurd te trouble all the world with them, 
and unjust to subseribers m distant places, to stuff their 
paper with matters so unprofitable and so disagreeable.‘ 
With sincere esteem and affection, I am, my dear friend, ever 
yours, — .  B. FrRanxuin. 


a, 


* A law to forbid and to punish newspaper calumny would now 
be styled, an Infringement of the Liberty of the Press: but this liberty 
of the press consisting merely in the diberty that perhaps fifty persons 
in 2 community, who are capable of writing for the public, claim of 
abusing at their pleasure all the rest whe cannot write, one would 
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To *** 
Thanking him for his works—Criminal laws—on_ his 
project of removing tv America. 


: Passy, Jan. 11, 1783. 
The letter you did me the honor of writing to me 


SiR, 


in August last came to my hands when [ lay ill of two pain- 
ful disorders, which confined me near three months, and with 
the multiplicity of business that followed, obliged me to 
postpone much of my correspondence. I have yesterday 
received a second letter from you, and | now without saad 
delay sit down to answer them both. | 
The two first volumes of your excellent work, which were 
put into my hands by M. Pio, [ perused with great pleasure. 
‘They are also much esteemed by some very judicious persons 
to whom | have lent them. I should have been glad of 
another copy for one of those friends, who is very desirous 
of procuring it, but I suppose those you mention to have 
sent to M. Pio, did not arrive. I was glad to learn, that 
you were proceeding to consider the criminal laws. | None 
have more need of reformation. ‘They are everywhere in 
so great disorder, and so much injustice is committed in the 
execution of them, that I have been sometimes ‘inclined to 
imagine less would exist in the world if there were no such 
laws, and the punishment of injuries were’ left to private re- 
sentment. I am glad therefore, that you have not suffered 
yourself to be discouraged by any objections or apprehen- 


think that even a writer who had a moderate share of good-nature 
with common sensibility, should think it no bad bargain if he were 
to give up his liberty of abusing others, in exchange for the privilege 
of not being abused himself. _ | a 

[See alsoa Letter “ On the Abuse of the Press.” March 30, 1788, | 
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sions, and that we may soon expect the satisfaction of seeing 
the two volumes on that subject which you have now under 
the press. — | 

With regard to your project of removing to America, 
though. I am sure that a person of your knowledge, just 
sentiments, and useful talents, would be a valuable acquisition 
for our country, 1 cannot encourage you to undertake hastily 
such a voyage, because for a man to expatriate himself is a 
serious business, and should be well considered, especially 
where the distance 1s so great, and the expense of removing 
thither with a family, and of returning if the country should 
not suit you, will be so heavy. © | have no orders or authority 
of any kind to encourage ‘strangers with expectations of em- 
ployment by our government, nor am I empowered to be 
at any expense in transporting them, though our country is 
open, and strangers may establish themselves there, where 
they soon become citizens, and are respected according to 
their conduct. Men know, because they feel, the inconve- 
niences of their present situation; but they do not know 
those that may, if they change, attend the new one. I wish 
therefore you could see that country by yourself, before you 
carry. thither the lady with whom you, propose to be united 
in marriage. You will then be able to form a good judgment 
how. far the removal is likely to be advantageous, and may 
proceed on surer grounds. England has now acknowledged 
our independence, and the sovereignty of our government; 
and several states of Europe, who thik a commerce with us : 
may be beneficial to them, are preparing to send ministers to 
reside near the congress. I think it is possible to establish 
a profitable trade between the kingdoms of Naples and 
America. Should your court be of that opinion, and think 
fit to employ some one to visit our several states, and take 
information of our productions and wants, the nature of our 
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commerce, &c. &c., perhaps it could not find a fitter person 
than yourself for such a mission: I would afford you all the 
assistance in my power towards its due execution; and ‘by 
this means your voyage would not only be without expense 
to you, but might afford you some profit. 

With great and sincere esteem, I have the honor to be, 
sir, Kc. | ? B. Frankuin, 


To Davin Barctay, Eso. Lonpon. 


~ Dear Sir, © _. Passy, Jan. 8, 1783. 

| I received yesterday your favor of the 27th past, 
which I immediately answer, as you desire to know soon my 
opinion respecting the publication of a certain paper. I see 
no objection, and leave it entirely to your discretion. I have 
had several letters from our inestimable friend that would do 
him honor, as they generally contained some schemes and 
plans for the public good; but they were left among my 
papers in America, and | know not how those have fared in 
our troubles. If I live to get home, 1 will’send you what 
IT can find; they may perhaps serve in a second edition of the 
work, which I: am much pleased to hear is undertaken by so 
good a hand, and that it will have the benefit of your inspec- 
tion. I thank you for the pamphlet you sent me. It is full 
of good sense, and | doubt not had great effect, as the senti- 
ments it contams soon after became general. Your friends 
on both sides the Atlantic may be assured of whatever justice 
or favor | may be able to procure for them. My veneration 
for William Penn is not less than yours; and I have always 
had great esteem for the body of your people. With great 
and sincere respect, [ am, 

Dear Su, 
your most obedient 
and most. humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


- 
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P.S. As possibly your wet harvest may have in some 
places produced a quantity of what is called grown corn, 
1 Pee Seep PONE: NRT 
PEE 2) eMC . 


- 


To = * *. 
Dear Six, Passy, March 9, 1788. 

Your favor of the 25th past is but just come to 
hand. I think with you, that the making you pay 23/. for 
our passport is a shameful imposition. Your secretaries had 
200 of.us, in exchange for as many of theirs indeed, but we 
had no occasion for a quarter of the number; and those that 
were wanted we gave away grefis, There is no bounds to 
the avidity of officers m eld corrupt governments. 

Your reasoning is right, that there is no occasion generally 
for an express treaty to enable subjects of different states 
in amity to.trade with each ether. But m the present case, 
you know you have acts of parliament forbidding you to 
trade with us; and our people have acts of congress forbid-— 
ding all commerce with yours. It does not seem clear that 
a treaty of peace necessarily repeals these acts. A late act 
of parliament empowering the king to suspend them, implies 
that otherwise they would continue in force till repealed, and 
they. are not as yet either repealed or suspended, — It is pro-— 
bable, that when it shall be known in America that they are 
repealed, similar repeals wall take place there. Till then I 
should imagine English g goods landed there may be subject 
te confiscation. But if your ship enly arrives m-port, and 
remaims without breaking bulk, ull the commerce is legally 
opened, or a permission to land aud store them obtained, I 
should suppose they would be safe; though I have not the 
law before me, therefore cannet speak positively. It is pro- 


eS 


PART 1. OF BENJAMIN FRANKEIN, 125 


bable your parliament will immediately take off the restraint 
on your part, and considering the act made for that purpose, 
in the same ship with your goods may facilitate and. expe- 
dite the taking them off on our part. I enclose a recom- 
mendatory letter fo our minister for foreign affairs, which I 
hope, if there should be occasion, may be of service. But 
‘no passport from me would secure your goods agaist the 
operation of positive laws still remaining in force. 

IT lament the distraction in your public counsels: it lowérs 
the nation in the general esteem of Europe, and gives a degree 
of uncertainty and hazard to all proposed connexions with it. 
I am, with great and sincere esteem, dear sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, B. Franxuin. 


To Mrs. Hewson. 


On the death of her mother—Inoitatton to come to Passy. 


“ CExTRACT.) Passy, January 27, 1783. 
~The departure of my dearest friend,* which | 
learn from your last letter, greatly affects me. To meet 
with her once more in this life was one of the principal mo- 
‘tives of my proposing to visit England again before my return 
to America. The last year carried off my friends Dr. Pringle 
and Dr. Fothergill, and Lord Kaimes and Lord Le De- 
spencer; this has begun to take away the rest, and strikes 
the hardest. Thus the ties I had to that country, and indeed 
to the world in general, are loosened one by one; and I 


* Widow of the eminent anatomist of the name, and formerly 
Miss Stevenson, to whom several of Dr. Franklin’s letters on phile- 
sophical subjects are addressed. 

* Refers to Mrs. Hewson’s mother. 


126 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART 1. 


‘shall soon have no attachment left to make me unwilling to 
follow. . share ory 
[intended writing when I sent the eleven books, but lost. 
the time im looking for the first. I wrote with that; and 
hope it came to hand. I therein asked your counsel about 
my coming to England: on-reflection, I think I can, from | 
my knowledge of your prudence, foresee what it will be ; 
viz. not to come too soon, lest it should seem braving and 
‘msulting some who ought to be respected. I shall therefore 
omit that journey till I am near going to America, and then 
just step over to take leave of my friends, and spend a few 
days with you. I purpose bringing Ben* with me, and 
perhaps may leave him under your care. 

At length we are in peace, God be praised; and long, 
very long may it continue. All wars are follies, very expen- 
sive and very mischievous ones: when will mankind be con- 
vinced of this, and agree to settle their differences by arbi- 
tration? were they to doit even by the cast of a dye, it would 
be better than by fighting and destroying each other. 

Spring is coming on when travelling will be delightful. 
Can you not, when your children are all at school, make a 
little party and take a trip hither? I have now a large house, 
delightfully situated, in which I could accommodate you. and 
two or three friends; and I am but half an hour’s drive from 
Paris. | | PCat Rae 
In looking forward, twenty-five years seem a long period; 
but i looking back, how short! could you imagine that it 
is now full a quarter of a century since we were first ac- 
quainted ? it was in 1757. During the greatest part of the 
ume I lived m the same house with my dear deceased friend 


* Benjamin Franklin Bache, a grandson of Dr. Franklin, by his 
daughter. 
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your mother; of course you and I saw .and conversed with 
each other much and often. It is to all our honors, that:in 
all that time we never had among us the smallest misunder- 
standing. Our friendship has been all clear sunshine, with- 
out any the least clouds in its hemisphere. Let me conclude 
by saying to you, what I have had too frequent occasions to 
say to my other remaining old friends, the fewer we become, 
the more let us love one another. Adieu, &c. | 
B. FRANKLIN. 

To tHe Ricut Hon. Eart or Bucuan. 
Acquisition of lands, and forming setilements in America. 

‘My Lorp, Passy, March 17, 1783. 

I received the letter your Lordship did me the 
honor of writing to me, and am obliged by your kind con- 
gratulations on the return of peace, which I hope will be 
lasting. | 

With regard to the terms on which lands may be acquired 
in America, and the manner of beginning new settlements on 
them, I cannot give better information than may be found in 
a book lately printed in London, under some such title as 
Letters from a Pennsyloanian Farmer, by Hector St. John. 
The only encouragements we hold out to strangers are, a 
good climate, fertile soil, wholesome air and water, plenty of 
provisions and fuel, good pay for labor, Kind neighbors, good 
laws} liberty, and a hearty welcome :’ the test depends on a 
man’s own industry and’ virtue. Lands are cheap, but they 
must be bonght. All settlements are undertaken at private 
expense: the public contributes nothing but defence and 
justice. I should not however expect much emigration from 
a country so much drained of men as yours* must have been 


* Scotland. 
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by the late war; since the more have left it, the more toom 
and the more encouragement remains for those who staid at 
home. But this you can best judge of; and I have long 
observed of your people that their sobriety, frugality, indus+ 
try, and honesty, seldom fail of success in America, and of 
procuring them a good éstablishment among us. 

I do not recollect the circumstance you are pléased to men- 
tion of my having saved a citizen ‘at St. Andrews, by giving 
a turn to his disorder; and I am curious to know what the 
disorder was, and what the advice I gave which proved so 
salutary... With great regard I have the honor to be, my 
Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and most humble ser- 
vant, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Wn. Jongs, Esq.” 


DEAR FRIEND, | Passy, March 17, 1783. i 

I duly received your obliging letter of November 

15. You will have since learnt how much [ was then, and 
have been continually engaged in public affairs; and your 
goodness will excuse my not having answered sooner. You 
announced your intended marriage with my much respected 
friend, Miss Anna Maria, which I assure you gave me great 
pleasure, as I cannot conceive a match more likely to be 
happy, from the amiable qualities each of you possess so 
plentifully. You mention its takig place as soon as a pru- 
dent attention to worldly imterests would permit. I just now 


* It was a fever in which the Earl of Buchan, then Lord Cadross, 
lay sick at St. Andrews; and the advice was, not to blister, ‘accord- 
ing to the old practice and the opinion of the learned Dr. Simson, 
brother of the celebrated geometrician at Glasgow. 

2 Afterwards Sir William Jones. 
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learn from Mr. Hodgson, that you are appointed to an ho- 
norable and profitable place in the Indies; so I expect now 
soon to hear of the wedding, and to receive the profile. With 
the good bishop’s permission, I will join my blessing with 
his; adding my wishes that you may return from that cor- 
rupting country with a great deal of money honestly acquired, 
-and with full as much virtue as you carry out with you. : 

The engraving of my medal, which you know was pro- 
| jected before the peace, is but just finished. None are yet 
struck in hard metal, but will be ma few days: in the mean 
time, having this good opportunity by Mr. Penn, I send you 
one of the epreuves. You will see that I have profited of some 
of your ideas, and adopted the mottos you were so kind as 
to furnish. : 

I am at present quite recovered from my late illness, and. 
flatter myself that I may, in the ensuing year, be able to un- 
dertake the trip to England, for the pleasure of seeing once 
more my dear friends there, among whom the bishop and his 
family stand foremost in my estimation and affection. — 

I thank you much for your good wishes respecting me. 
Mine for your welfare and prosperity are not less earnest 
and sincere; being with great truth, dear sir, your affection- 

-ate friend, and most obedient servant, : 


 'B. Franxuin. 
“P.S. Please to present my respects to the club. I 


always remember with pleasure the agreeable hours I had the 
happiness of spending with them. 


VOL, Ie 
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‘To tue Lorp Bisnop or Sr, Asapu, (Dr, Shipley.) 


On the peace with America. 


| Passy, March 17, 1783. 

L received with great pleasure my dear and re- 

spected friend’s letter of the 5th instant, as it informed me 
of the welfare of a family 1 so much esteem and love, 
The clamor against the peace in your parliament would 
alarm me for its duration, if I were not of opmion with you, 
that the attack is rather against the minister. I am confident 
none of the opposition would have made a better peace for 
England if they had been in his place; at least I am sure 
that Lord Stormont, who seems loudest in railing at it, is 
not the man that could have mended it, My reasons I will 
give you when I have what I hope to have, the great happi- 
ness of seeing you once more, and conversing with you, 
They talk much of there being no reciprocity in our treaty ; 
they think nothing then of our passing over in silence the 
atrocities committed by their troops, and demanding no .satis- 
faction for their wanton burnings and devastation of our fair 
towns and countries. They. have heretofore confessed the 
war to be unjust, and nothing is plainer in reasoning than that 
the mischiefs done in an unjust war should be repaired, Can 
Englishmen be so partial to themselves, as to imagine they 
have , a, right to plunder and destroy as much as they please, 
and ‘then, without satisfying for the injuries they haye,done, to 
have peace on equal terms? We were favorable, and did 
not-demand what justice entitled us to. We shall probably 
be blamed for it by our constituents ; and I still think it 
would be the interest df England voluntarily to offer repara- 
tion of those injuries, and effect it as much as may. be in her 
pow er. But this is an interest she will never see, 
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Let us now forgive and forget. Let each country seek 
‘its advancement in its own internal advantages of arts and 
agriculture, not in retarding or preventing the prosperity of 
the other. America will, with God’s blessing, become a 
ereat and happy country; and England, if she has at length 
gained wisdom, will have gained somethmg more valuable, 
and more essential to her prosperity, than all she has lost 
and will still be a great and respectable nation. Her great 
disease at present is the number and enormous salaries and 
emoluments of office. Avarice and ambition are strong 
passions, and separately act with great force on the® human 
mind; but when both are united, and may be gratified in the 
same object, their violence is almost irresistible, and they 
hurry men headlong into factions and contentions dstructive 
of all good government. As long therefore as these great 
emoluments subsist, your parliament will be a stormy sea, 
and your public councils confounded by private interésts. 
But it requires much public spirit and virtue to abolish them ; 
more perhaps than can now be found in a nation so long 
corrupted, — Se Or eh Se eee 


“To Str Joseru Banks. 


| On the return of peace. uss 
‘Dear Sir, | Passy, Fuly 87, 1783. 

I received your very kind letter by Dr. Blagden, 
and esteem myself much honored by your friendly remem- 
brance. T have been too much and too closely engaged in 
public affairs since his being here, to enjoy all the benefit of 
his conversation you were so good as to intend me. I hope 
soon to have more leisure, and to spend a part of it in those 
studies that are ea more bUagreeaite to ine bee political 
operations, | 


152 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART I- 


I join with you most cordially in rejoicing at the return of 
peace. Ihope it will be lasting, and that mankind will at 
length, as they call themselyes reasonable creatures, have 
reason and sense encugh to settle their differences without 
cutting throats : for in my opinion, there never was a good war, 
or a bad peace. What vast additions tothe conveniences 
and comforts of living might mankind have acquired, if the 
money spent in wars had been employed in works of public 
utility! . What an extension of agriculture, even to the tops 
of our mountains; what rivers rendered navigable, or joined 
by canals; what bridges, aqueducts, new roads, and other 
public works, edifices and improvements, rendering England 
a complete paradise, might not have been obtained by spend- 
Ing those millions in doing good, which in the last war have 
been spent in doing mischief ; in bringing misery into thou- 
sands of families, aud destroying the lives of so many thou- 
sands of working people, who might have performed the 
useful labor! : 

[ am pleased with the late astronomical discoveries made 
by our society." Furnished as all Europe now is with aca- 
demies of science, with nice mstruments and the spirit of 
experiment, the progress of buman knowledge will be rapid, 
and discoveries made, of which we have at present no con- 
ception. I begin to be almost sorry [ was born so soon, 
since [ cannot have the happiness of knowing what wilk be 
known one hundred years hence. ) P 

1 wish continued success to the labors of the Royal Soci- 
ety, and that you may log adorn their chair; being with the 
highest esteem, dear sir, Ke. : B. FRANKLIN. 


* Tae Royat Socrury or Lonnon, of which Dr. Franklin was gra- 
tuitously and without solicitation elected a Fellow, im consequence of 
his discoveries in Electricitry. See Memoirs of his Life. Papriii. 
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Dr. Blagden will acquaint you with the experiment of a 
vast globe sent up into the air, much talked of here, and 
which, if prosecuted, may farnish means of new knowledge. 


To Dr. Price. 


On air balloons— Prize question ridiculed, Se. 


Passy, near Paris, Sept. 16, 1783. 

( My pear Frienp, 

Having this opportinity by Mr. Bingham, who has 
the honor of being known to you, I seize it to thank you for 
your excellent book and other favors, and let you know that 
I continue well, except a little gout, which perhaps is not 
more a disease than a remedy. Mr. Petric informed me of 
your bemg also well, with Mrs. Price lately at Brighthelm- 
stone, which gave me great pleasure. Please to present my 
affectionate respects to that good lady. 

All the conversation here at present turns upon the bal- 
loons filled with light mflammable air, and the means of ma- 
naging them so as to give men the advantage of flying. 
One is to be let off on Friday next at Versailles, which it is. 
said will be able to carry up 1000 pounds weight, I know 
not whether inclusive or exclusive of itsown. Ihave sent an 
account of the former to Sir Joseph Banks, our president, 
and shall be glad to hear if the experiment is repeated with 
_ success im England. Please to forward to him the enclosed 
print. 

Inflammable air puts me in mind of a little jocular paper I 
wrote some years since in ridicule of a prize question given 
out by a certain academy on this side the water,’ and I en- 
elose it for your amusement.—On second thoughts, as it is a 


wees 


* The academy of Brussels. - 
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mathematical question, and perhaps I think it more trifling 
than it really is, and you are a mathematician, 1 am afraid 1. 
have judged wrong in sending it to you. Our friend Dr.. 
Priestley, however, who is apt to give himself airs,’ and has a 
kind of right to every thing his friends produce upon that sub- 
ject, may perhaps like to see it, and you can send it to him 
without reading it.”, 

We havé at length signed our preliminary articles as 
definitive ; all the additions we have been so long discussing, 
being referred to a future treaty of commerce. I have now a 
little leisure, and long to see and be merry with the club, but 
doubt I cannot undertake the journey before spring. Adieu, 
and believe me ever, my dear friend, &c. 


B. FRaNKLIN. 


P.S. They make small balloons now of the same mate- 
rials with what is called gold-beaters leaf. Enclosed I send 
one which, being filled with inflammable alr by my grandson, 
went up last night to the ceiling in my chamber, and re- 
mained rolling about there for some time.—Please to give it 
also to Sir Joseph Banks. If a man should go up with one 
of the large ones, might there not be some mechanical con- 
trivance to compress the globe at pleasure, and thereby in- 
éline it to descend, and let it expand when he inclines to rise 
ent 

To Branp Hot is, Pepsi 


_ Eulogium of T homas Hollis. te 
SiBg ! on Passy, near Parts, Oct. 5, 1783. 


- L received but lately (though sent in June) your 
most valuable present of the Memoirs. of Thomas tbe 


. 1. e. Fixed, deflogisticated, &e, kins i alitls ol : 
* This piece is a plaisunterie of too light a pature: Jar sano 
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Esq, who was truly, as you describe him in your letter, “a 
good citizen of the world, and a faithful friend of Ame- 
rica.” America too is extremely sensible of his benevolence 
and great beneficence towards her, and will ever revere his 
memory. ‘These volumes are a proof of what I have some- 
times had occasion to say, in encouraging people to undertake 
difficult public services ; that it is prodigious, the quantity of 
good that may be done by one man, if he will make a busi- 
ness of it. Jt is equally surprising to think of the very little 
that is done by many; for such is the general frivolity of the 
employments and amusements of the rank we call gentlemen, 
that every century may have seen three successions of a set of 
a thousand each, in every kingdom of Europe, (gentlemen, 
too, of equal or superior fortune) no one of which set, in the 
course of their lives, have done the good effected by this man 
alone! Good, not only to his own nation, and to his cotems 
poraries, but to distant countries, and to late posterity: for 
such must be the effect of his multiplying and distributing 
copies of the works of our best English writers, on subjects 
the most important to the welfare of society, 

I knew him personally but little. I sometimes met with 
him at the Royal Society and the Society of Arts, but he 
appeared shy of my acquaintance, though he often sent me 
valuable presents, such as Hamilton’s works, Sydney’s works, 
&e. which are now among the most precious ornamerits of 
my library. We might possibly, if we had been more inti- 
mate, have concerted some useful operations together ; but 
he loved to do his gond alone and secretly ; and I find be- 
sides, in perusing these memoirs, that I was a doubtful character 
with him. I do not respect bim less for his error; and I 
am obliged to the editors for the justice they have done-me. 
They have made a little mistake in page 400, where a letter 
which appeared in a London paper, January 7th, 1768, is 
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said to have been written by Mr. Adams. It was written by 
me, and is reprinted in Mr, Vaughan’s collection of my 
political pieces, p. 231. This erratum is of no great m- 
portance, but may be corrected in a future edition. 

I see Mr. Hollis had a collection of curious medals. If 
he had been still living, I should certainly have sent him one 
of the medals that I have caused to be struck here. I think 
the countenance of my Liberty would have pleased him. 1 
suppose you possess the collection, and have the same taste. 
I beg you therefore to accept of one of these medals as a 
mark of my respect, and believe me to be with sincere 
esteem, &c. | B. FRANKLIN. 


To His ExcreLttency Joun Jay, Esq. 


_ Dear Sir, | Passy, January 6, 1784. 

| I received your kind letter of the 26th past, 
and immediately sent that enclosed to Mrs. Jay, whom I saw 
a few days since with the children, all perfectly well. It is 
a happy thing that the little ones are so finely past the small 
pox, and I congratulate yeu upon it most cordially. 
_ It is true, as you have heard, that I have the stone, but not 
that I have had thoughts of bemg cut for it. It is as yet 
very tolerable. It gives me no pam but when in a carriage 
on the pavement, or when I make some sudden quick move- 
ment. If I can prevent its growing larger, which I hope to 
do by abstemious living and gentle exercise, [ can go on 
pretty comfortably with it to the end of my journey, which 
can uow be at no great distance, I am cheerful, enjoy the 
company of my friends, sleep well, have sufficient appetite, 
and my stomach performs well its functions. The latter is 
very material to the preservation of health. I therefore 
take no drugs lest I should disorder it. You may judge 
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that my disease is not very grievous, since Iam more afraid. 
of the medicines than of the malady. | 

- It gives me pleasure to learn from you that my friends stall 
retain their regard forme. 1 loag to see them again, buat 1 
doubt I shall hardly accomplish it. If our commission for 
the treaty of commerce were arrived, and we were at liberty 
to treat in England, I might then come over to you, supposing 
the English mimistry disposed to enter into such a treaty, 

I have, as you observe, some enemies in England, but they 
are my enemies as an Americun; I have also two or three 
in America, who are my enemies as a minister ; but I thank 
God there are not in the whole world any who are my ene- 
mies as, a man; for by his grace, through a long life I have 
been enabled so to conduct myself, that there does not exist. 
a human being who can justly say, Ben. Franklin has 
wronged me, This, my friend, is in old age a-comfortable ~ 
reflection. You too have, or may have, your enemies ; but 
let not that render you unhappy. If you make a right use 
of them, they will do you more good than harm, They 
point out to us our faults; they put us upon our sone and 
help us to live more correctly. 

My grandsons are sensible of the honor of your remem- 
brance, and join their respectful compliments and best 
wishes with those of, dear sir, your affectionate humble 
servant, : . B. FRANKLIN: 

To Mrs. Bacue. | 
On the proposed order of the Cincinnati, hereditary no- 
| bility, and descending honors. 
My pzar Cuixp, Passy, Jan. 26, 1784. 
Your care in- sending me the newspapers is 


very agreeable to me. I received by Captain Barney those 
relating to the Cincinnati. My opinion of the institution 
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cannot be of much importance: I only wonder that, when 
the united wisdom of our nation had, in the articles of con- 
federation, manifested their dislike of establishing ranks of 
nobility, by authority either of the congress or of any par- 
ticular state, a number of private persons should think proper 
to distinguish themselves and their posterity from their 
_fellow-citizens, and form an order of hereditary knights, in 
direct opposition to the solemmly-declared sense of ~ their 
country! I image it must be likewise contrary to the good 
sense of most of those drawn into it, by the persuasion of 
its projectors, who have been too much struck with the rib- 
bands and crosses they have seen hanging to the button-holes 
of foreign officers. And I suppose those who disapprove of 
it have not hitherto given it much opposition, from a princi- 
ple somewhat like that of your good mother, relating to 
punctilious persons, who are always exacting little observances 
of respect; that “ if people can be pleased with small mat- 
ters, it is a pity but they should have them.” In this view, 
perhaps, I should not myself, if my advice had been asked, 
have objected to their wearing their nbband and badge them- 
selves according to their fancy, though I certainly should to 
the entailing it as an honor on their posterity. For honor, 
worthily obtained, (as that for example of our officers) is in 
its nature a personal thing, and incommunicable to any but 
those who had some share in obtaining it. ‘Thus among the 
Chinese, the most ancient, and from long experience the 
wisest of nations, honor does not descend, but ascends. Ifa 
man from his learning, his wisdom, or his valor, is promoted 
by the emperor to the rank of mandarin, his parents are 
immediately entitled to all the same ceremonies of respect 
from the people, that are established as due to the mandarin 
himself ; on the supposition that it must have been owing to 
the education, instruction, and good ‘example afforded hin 
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by his parents, that he was rendered capable of serving the 
public. ‘This ascending honor is therefore useful to the 
state, as it encourages parents to give their children.a good. 
and virtuous education. But the descending honor, to a pos-, 
terity. who .could have no share in obtaining it, is not only. 
groundless and absurd, but often hurtful to that posterity, 
- since it is apt to make them proud, disdaining to be employed 
in useful arts, and thence falling into poverty, and all the 
meannesses, servility, and wretcheduess attending it; which 
is the present case with much of what is called the noblesse 
in Europe.’ Or if, to keep up the dignity of the family, 
estates are entailed entire on the eldest male heir, another 
pest. to industry and improvement: of the. country is intro- 
duced, which will be followed by all the odious mixture of 
pride and beggary, and idleness that have half depopulated 


© The celebrated civilian, Francis Hotoman, who was one of the 
most learned men of his age, gives us the cause of making hereditary 
the order of nobility in France. In his work, intitled Franco-Gadliay 
written in the year 1574, he says: , 
_ “We must not omit making mention si the cunntig device ads 
-use of by Hugh Capet, for establishing himself in his new dominion 
[of king of France anno 987.] For whereas all the magistrates and 
honors of the kingdom, such as dukedoms, earldoms, &c. had been 
hitherto from ancient times, conferred upon select and deserving per- 
sons in the general conventions of the people, and were held ‘only 
during good behavior; whereof (as the lawyers express it) they were 
but beneficiaries: Hugh Capet, in order to secure to himself the 
affections of the great men, was the first that made those honors per- 
petual ; which were formerly but temporary: and ordained that such 
as obtained them should have an hereditary right in them, and might 
leave them to their children. Of this see Franciscus Cononanus the 
civilian’s Comment 11. chap. ik.” at Lact eis 
. It is singular that this fact has escaped the notice oY most of the 
French historians. 
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and decultivated Spain; occasioning continual extinction of 
families by the discouragements of marriage, and neglect in 
the improvement of estates. 1 wish therefore that the Cin- 
cinnati, if they must go on with their project, would direct 
the badges of their order to be worn by their fathers and 
mothers, instead of handing them down to their children. It 
would be a good precedent, and might have good effects. It 
would also be a kind of obedience to the fourth command- 
ment, in which God enjoins us to honor our father and 
mether, but has nowhere directed us to honor our children. 
And certainly no mode of honoring those immediate authors 
of our being can be more effectual, than that of doing 
praiseworthy actions, which reflect honor on those who gave 
us our education ; or more becoming, than that of mani- 
festing, by some public expression or token, that it is to their 
instruction and example we ascribe the merit of those actions. 

But the absurdity of descending honors is not a mere mat- 
ter of philosophical opinion, it is capable of mathematical 
demonstration. A man’s son, for instance, is. but half of 
his family, the other half belonging to the family of his wife. 
His son, too, marrying into another family, his share in the 
grandson is but a fourth; in the great grandson, by the same 
process, it is but an eighth. In the next generation a six- 
teenth ; the next a thirty-second; the next a sixty-fourth; 
the next an hundred and twenty-eighth ; the next a two hun- 
dred and fifty-sixth ; and the next a five hundred and twelfth : 
thus in nine generations, which will not require more than 
S00 years, (no very great antiquity for a family) our present 
Chevalier of the Order of Cincinnatus’s share in the then 
existing knight, will be but a 512th part; which, allowing 
the present certain fidekty of American wives to be insured 
down through all these nine generations, is so small a con- 
sideration, that methinks no reasonable man would hazard for 
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the sake of it, the disagreeable consequences of the jealousy, 
envy, and ill-will of his countrymen. 

Let us go back with our calculation from this young 
noble, the 512th part of the present knight, through his nine 
generations, till we return to the year of the institution. He 
must have had a father and mother, they are two; each of 
them had a father and mother, they are four. Those of the 
next preceding generation will be eight, the next sixteen, the 
next thirty-two, the next sixty-four, the next one hundred and 
twenty-eight, the next two hundred and fifty-six, and the 
ninth in this retrocession five hundred and twelve, who must 
be now esisting, and all contribute their proportion of this 
future Chevalier de Cincinnatus, These, with the rest, make 
together as follows :— 


Total 1022 


—_———9 


One thousand and twenty-two men and women, contributors 
to the formation of one knight. And if we are to have a 
thousand of these future knights, there must be now and 
hereafter existing one million and twenty-two thousand 
fathers and mothers, who are to contribute to their produc- 
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tion, unless a part of the number are employed in making 
more knights than one. Let us strike off then the 22,000 
on the supposition of this double employ, and then consider 
whether, after a reasonable estimation of ‘the number of 
rogues, and fools, and scoundrels, and prostitutes, that are 
mixed with, and make up necessarily their million of pré- 
decessors, posterity will have much reason to boast of the 
noble blood of the then existing set of chevaliers of Cimcin- 
natus. The future genealogists too of these chevaliers, in 
proving the lineal descent of their bonor through so many 
generations, (even supposing honor capable in its nature of 
descending) will only prove the small share of this honor 
which can -be justly claimed by any one of them, since the 
above simple process in arithmetic makes it quite plain and 
clear, that in proportion as the antiquity of the family shall 
augment, the right to the honor of the ancestor will diminish; 
and a few generations more would reduce it to something so 
small as to be very near an absolute nullity. I hope, there- 
fore, that the order will drop this part of their project, and 
content themselves as the knights of the garter, bath, thistle, 
St. Louis, and other orders of Europe do, with a life enjoy- 
sent of their little badge and ribband, and let the distinction 
die. with those who have merited it. This Dbimagine will 
give no offence. For my own part, I shall think it a con- 
venience, when | go into a company where there may be 
faces unknown to me, if I discover, by this badge, the per- 
sons who merit some particular expression of my respect ; 
avd it will save modest virtue the trouble of calling for our 
regard, by awkward round-about intimations of having been 
heretofore employed as officers in the continental service. 
The gentleman who made the voyage to France to provide 
the ribbands and medals, has executed his commission. _‘T'o 
me they seem tolerably done ; but all such things are-criti+ 
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cised.. Some find fault. with the Latin, as wanting classical 
elegance and correctness; and since our nine universities, 
were not able to furnish better Latin, it was pity, they say, 
that the mottos had not been in English. Others object to 
the title, as not properly assumable by any but General 
Washington, anda’ few others, who served without pay. 
Others object to the bald eagle,* as looking too much 
like a dindon or turkey. For my own part, I wish the bald 
eagle had not: been chosen as the representative of our 
country; he is a’bird of bad moral character: he does not 
get his living honestly; you may have seen him perched on 
some-dead tree; where, too lazy to fish for himself, he watches 
the labor of the fishing hawk; and when that diligent bird 
has at length taken a fish, and is bearing it to his nest for the 
support of his mate and young ones, the bald eagle pursues 
him, and takes it from him. With all this injustice he is 
never in good case, but like those among men who live by 
sharping and robbing, he is generally poor, and often very 
lousy. Besides, he is a rank coward: the little king bird, 
not bigger than a sparrow, attacks him boldly and drives him 
out of the district. He is therefore by no means a proper 
emblem for the brave and honest Cincimnati of America, 
who have driven all the king-birds from our country ; though 
exactly fit for that order of knights which the French call 
checahers @industrie. Iam on this account, not displeased 
that the figure is not known’as a bald eagle, but looks more 
hke a turkey. For in truth, the turkey is in comparison a 
much more respectable bird, and withal a true original native 
of America. | Eagles have been found in all countries, «but. 


t The white-headed erne, or bald eagle, (falco leucocephalus. Lryy.) 


peculiar to North America; and the emblem adopted by the society 
of Cincinnati. : 
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the turkey was peculiar to ours; the first of the species seen 
in Europe, being brought to France by the Jesuits from 
Canada, and served up at the wedding table of Charles the 
Ninth.t| He is besides, (though a little vain and silly ’tis 
true, but not the worse emblem for that) a bird of courage, 
and would not hesitate to attack a grenadier of the British 
guards, who should presume to invade his farm-yard with a 
ved coat on. . 

I shall not enter into the criticisms made upon their Latin. 
The gallant officers of America may not have the merit of 
being great scholars, but they undoubtedly merit much as 
brave soldiers from their country, which should therefore not | 
leave them merely to fame for their “ virtutis premium,” 
which is oue of their Latin mottos. Their “ esto perpetua,” 
another, is an excellent wish, if they meant it for their country; 
bad, if intended fer their order. The states should not only 
restore to them the omaia of their first motto,” which many 
of them have left and lost, but pay them justly, and reward 
them generously. They should not be suffered to remain 
witb all their new created chivalry enéirely in the situation of 
the gentleman in the story, which their omnia. reliqguit reminds 
me of, You know every thing makes me recollect some 
story. He had built a very fine house, and thereby much im- 
paired his fortune. He had a pride however in showing it to 


T A learned friend of the editor’s ha8 observed to him that this is 
a mistake, as turkies were found in great plenty by Cortes, when he 
invaded and conquered Mexico before the time of Charles the IXth. 
—That this, and their being brought to old Spain, is mentioned by 
Peter Martyr of Angelina, who was secretary to the council of the 
Indies, established immediately after the discovery of America, and 
personally acqtainted with Columbus. 


* QOMNTA RELIQUIT SERVARE REMPUBLICAM. 
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his acquaintance. One of them, after viewing it all, remark- 
ed a motto over the door OLA VANITAS. What, says’ he, . 
is the meaning of this OLA? ’tis a word I don’t understand, 
{ will tell you, said the gentleman: I had a mind to have the 
motto cut on a piece of smooth marble, but there was not 
room for it between the ornaments, to be put in characters 
large enough:to be read. 1 therefore made use of a contrac- 
tion anciently very common in Latin manuscripts, whereby 
the m’s and n’s i words are omitted, and the omission noted 
bya little dash above, which you may see there, so that the 
word?is omnia, OMNIA: VANITAS.-/Q, said his friend, I now. 
~ comprehend the meaning of your motto, it relates to your edi- 
fice; and signifies, that if you have abridged your omnia, oe 
have nevertheless left your vaNniTAs legible at full length. © 


£ am, as ever, your affectionate father, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Hts Excettency Henry Laurens, Esq. 


Remarks on the British government. 


Dear Sir, Passy, Feb. 12, 1784), 

& T received your favor of the 3d instant by your: 
son, with the newspapers, for which I thank you. The dis- 
orders of that government whose constitution has been so 
much praised, are come to a height that threatens some violent 
convulsion, if nota dissolution; and its physicians do not even 
seem to guess at the cause of the disease, and therefore pre- 
scribe insufficient remedies, such as place bills, more equal 
representation, more frequent elections, &c. &c. In my hum- 
ble opinion, the malady consists in the enormous salaries, emo- 
luments, and patronage of great offices. Ambition and ava- 
rice are separately strong passions: when they are united in 
pursuit of the same object, they are too strong to be governed 

VOL. I. K 
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by common prudence, or influenced by public spirit and love 
of country; they drive men irresistibly into factions, cabals, 
dissensions, and violent divisions, always mischievous to public 
councils, destructive to the peace of society, and sometimes 
fatal to its existence. As long as the immense profits of these 
offices subsist, members of the shortest and.most: equally 
chosen parliaments will have them in view, and contend for 
them, and their contentions will have all the same ruinous 
consequences. ‘Io me then there seems to be but one effec- 
tual remedy, and that not likely to be adopted by so corrupt 
a nation; which is, to abolish these profits, and make every 
place of honor a place of burthen. By that means the effect 
of one of the passions above-mentioned would be taken away, 
and something would be added to counteract the other. -Thus 
the number of competitors for great offices would be dimi- 
nished, and the efforts of those who still would obtain them 
moderated. 

Thank God we have now less connexion with the affairs of 
these people, and are more at liberty to take care of our own, 
which I hope we shall manage better. "3 

We have a terrible winter here, sueh another in this coun- 
try is not remembered by any man living. The snow has 
been thick upon the ground ever since Christmas; and the 
frost constant. 

My grandson joins in best compliments to yourself and 
Miss Laurens. With sincere esteem and affection I have the 
honor to be, dear sir, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 
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To W. StraHan, Eso. M. P. Kine’s eieteaicil 
| Lonpon, 


Suggestions as to the deplorable 1 as of the English 
| | government. 


Dear Sir, Passy, Feb. 16, 1784. 

I received and read with pleasure your kind let- 
ter of the first instant, as it informed me of the welfare of you 
and yours. I am glad the accounts you have from your kins- 
woman at Philadelphia are agreeable, and L-shall be happy 
if any recommendations from me can be serviceable to Dr. 
Ross, or any others, friends of yours going to America, 

Your arguments persuading me to come once more to Eng" 
land, are very powerful. To be sure I long to see again my 
friends there, whom I love abundantly : but there are difficul- 
ties and objections of several kinds, which at present 1 don’t 
see how to get over. 

I lament with you the political disorders Raabbd at pre- 
sent labors under. Your papers are full of strange accounts 
of anarchy and confusion in America, of which we know no- 
thing, while your own affairs are really in a deplorable situa- 
tion. In my humble opinion, the root of the evil lies not so 
much in too long, or too unequally chosen parliaments, as in 
the. enormous salaries, emoluments, and patronage of your 
great officers; and that you will never be at rest till they are 
all abolished, and every place of Aonor made at the same 
time, instead of a place of profit, a place of expense and bur- 
then. Ambition and avarice are each of them strong passions, 
and when they are united in the same persons, and have the 
same objects in view for their gratification, they are too strong 
or public spirit and love of country, and are apt to produce 
the most violent factions and contentions. They should there- 
fore be separated, and made to act one against the other. 
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Those places, to speak in our old style (brother type) may be 
good for the CHAPEL but they are bad for the master, as they 
create constant quarrels that hinder the business. For exam- 
ple, here are two months that your government has been em- 
ployed in getting its form to press; which is not yet fit to 
work on, every page of it being squabbled, and the whole 
ready to fall into pye. The founts too must be very scanty, 
or strangely out of sorts, since your compositors cannot find 
either upper or lower-case letters sufficient to set the word 
ADMINISTRATION, but are forced to be continually turning 
for them. However, to return to common (though perhaps 
too saucy) language, don’t despair; you have still one resource 
left, and that not a bad one, since it may re-unite the empire. 
We have some remains of affection for you, and shall always 
be ready to receive and take care of you in case of distress. 
So if you have not sense and virtue enough to govern’ your- 
selves, e’en dissolve your present old crazy constitution and 
send members to congress. 

You will say my advice “ smells of Madeira.” You are 
right. ‘This foolish letter is mere chit-chat between ourselves, 
over the second bottle. If, therefore, you show it to any body, 
(except our indulgent friends, Dagge and lady Strachan) I 
will positively sol/es you. Yours ever most affectionately, 

. B. FRANKLIN. 


To Henry Laurens, Eso. 


Dear Sir, Passy, March 12, 1784. 

I write this in great pain from the gout in both 
feet; but my young friend your son having informed me that 
he sets out for London to-morrow, I could not slip the op- 
portunity, as perhaps it is the only safe one that may occur 
before your departure for America. I wish mine was as near. 
{ think I have reason to complain that I am so long without 
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an answer from congress to my request of recal. I wish 
rather to die in my own country than here; and,.though .the 
upper part of the building appears yet tolerably firm, yet be- 
ing undermined by the stone and gout united, its fall cannot 
be far distant. You are so good as to offer me your friendly 
services. You cannot do me one more acceptable at present 
than that of forwarding my dismission. In all other respects 
as well as that, I shall ever look on your friendship as an honor 
to me; being with sincere and great esteem, 
| dear sir, &c, &c. 


; March 13, 1784, 
P. Ss. dicate had a ‘tolerable night, L find myself some- 
thing better this morning. _ In reading over my letter, I per- 
ceive an omission of my. thanks for your kind, assurances of 
never forsaking my defence, should there be need. I appre- 
end that the violent antipathy of a certain person to me may 
have produced some calumnies, which what.you -have seen 
and heard here may enable you to refute. You will. thereby 
exceedingly oblige one, who has lived beyond all other am- 
bition than that of dying with ‘the fair ‘character he has long 
endeavored. to deserve. As-to my infallibility, which you do 
not undertake to maintain, I am too modest myself to claim 
it, that is, in general; though when we come to particulars, 
I, like other people, give it up with difficulty. Steele says, 
-that. the difference between the church of Rome and the 
church of England on that point is only this; that the one 
pretends to be infallible, and the other to be never in the 
wrong. In this latter sense we are most of us church of 
England -men, though few of us confess it, and express it so 
naturally and frankly as a.certain lady here, who said, I don’t 
Know. how it happens, but I meet with nobody except myself, 
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that is always in the right. Je’ne trouve que moi qui a tou- 
‘yours raison. PAD tend O} Tet: 
My grandson joins mié in‘affectionate respects to you and 
.the young lady: with best wishes for your health and prospe- 
rity. Yours, | re ones a Be ain | 


To Mr. Watrer, PRINTER, a F 

, On the ieiieputon mode of printing. 

Sihy? ) | Passy, April 17, 1784. 

ath [have received a book, for which I understand 
_I am obliged to you, the Introduction to Logography. Ihave 
read it with attention, and as far as | understand it, am much 
pleased with it. Ido not perfectly comprehend the arrange- 
“ment of his cases; but the reduction of the number of pieces 
by the roots of words, and their different terminations, is ex- 
‘tremely ingenious; and I like much the idea of cementing the 
letters, instead of casting words or syllables, which I formerly 
“attempted ‘and succeeded in, having invented a mould’ and 
method by which I could in a few minutes form a matrice and 
adjust it, of any word in any fount at pleasure, and proceed to 
‘cast from it. I send enclosed a specimen of some of my ter- 
minations, and would willingly instruct Mr. Johnson in the 
method if he desired it, but he has a better. He mentions 
some improvements that have been proposed, but takes no 
notice of one published here at Paris, in 1776; so I suppose 
he has neither seen nor heard of it. It is in a quarto’ pamph- 
let, intitled, Nouveau Systéme Typographique, ou Moyen de 
diminuer de moitié, dans toutes les Imprimeries de ? Europe, 
le travail et les frais de. Composition, de Correction, et de 
Distribution, découvert en 1774, par Madame de ***, Frustra 
fit per plura quod potest fieri per’pauciora. A Paris, de 
~ L’ Imprimerie Royale, MDCCLXXVI. | It is dedicated to 
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the king, who was at the expense of the experiments. ‘Two 
commissaries were named to examine and render an account 
of them; they were M. Desmarets, of the Academy of Sciences, 
and M. Barbou, an eminent printer. Their report concludes 
thus: “ Nous nous contenterons de dire ici que M. de Saint 
Paul a rempli les engagemens qu’il avoit contractés avec le 
Gouvernement; que ses expériences projetées ont: été con- 
duites avec beaucoup de méthode et d’intelligence de sa ‘part; 
et que par des calculs longs et pénibles, qui sont le fruit dun 
grand nombre de combinaisons raisonnées, il'en a déduit plu- 
sieurs résultats qui méritent d’étre proposés aux artistes, -et 
qui nous paroissent propres a4 éclairer la pratique de Vimpri- 
merie actuelle, et a en abréger certaement'les procédés: 
Son projet ne peut que gagner aux contradictions qu’il essuiera 
sans doute, de la part des gens de art. A Paris, le 8 Janvier, 
1776.”. The pamphlet consists of sixty-six pages, containing 
a number of tables of words and parts of words, explanations 
of those tables, calculations, answers to objections, &c. I will 
endeavor to get one to send you if you desire it: mine is 
bound up with others in a volume. It was. after seeing this 
' piece that I cast the syllables send you a sample of. I have 
not heard that any of the printers here make at present the 
least use of the invention of Madame de ***. You will ob- 
serve that it pretended only to lessen the work by one-half; 
Mr. Johnson’s method lessens it three-fourths. I should be 
glad to know with what the letters are cemented. I think ce- 
menting better than casting them together, because if one letter 
happens. to be battered, it may be taken away and another 
cemented in its place. I received no letter with the pamphlet. 

Lam, sir, &e. B, FRANKLIN. 
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siti (An new. tree: of i repaying, migpey lent. 
Dean Sun, pao? ote 1Passyy pred 29. £1 728dbp | 
ae I received yours of the 15th mstant, and. the 
opaieaila it englosed. The account they give ofiyour situation 
grieves-me., I send you herewith a bill for ten Louis, dors. 
I.do.not, pretend, to give such a sum; I only dend it; to-you. 
When you »shall.return to your country with a. good :character, 
you cannot, fail of getting into some business that, will an.time 
enable you to pay all your debts: ,m that case, when you meet 
with another honest man in similar distress, you,must pay me 
by lending this. sum. to him; enjoming him to. discharge the 
debt by a like operation when, he. shall be shlescied shall meet 
with such another opportunity. .[ hope. it may thus go through 
many hands. before it meets with a.knave that will stop its 
progress: .. This.is.a_ trick of mine for doing a deal, of good 
witha little money, | I am not rich enough to afford much in 
good: works, and.so,am obliged to. be-cunning and: make, the 
most, of a. little... With best, wishes; for the success of your 

memoria}, and. your. future prosperity;)») 0) )0> Liccien. 

am, Hane sir, | ‘your: most obedient servant, :: 

ef] Be Fi RANKLIN, 


; cf} 
‘ : mr i ie | : 


to THE Rev. Docror. Marurn, Bosrons. bal 

7 On his advice to, the, borane of .America,.,: 

pene Sim shag statito 1 Passy,;\May12, ten 

a ol peaiauie your bine letter with your paca 
oabbiee ‘to a people of ‘the United States, which‘I read with 
ereat pleasuré,-and hope it will besduly regarded. Such 
writings, though they may be lightly passed over by many 
readers, yet if they make a deep impression on one active 
mind in an hundred, the effects may be considerable. Permit 
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me to mention.one little instance, which, though it relates to 
myself, will not be quite uninteresting to you. | “When, I.was 
a boy, I met with a book intitled Essays to do. Good; which 
I.think was written by your father. It had been so. little,re- 
| garded iy a: former aoe that. several leaves. of at were 
as oe ead an atts on lee lend fea ie life; | ii I tase 
always set a greater value on the character of a-doer of good 
than.on any other kmd of reputation; and if I have.been, as 
you seem to think, a. useful citizen, the public owes :the ad- 
vantage of it.to that book. You mention your being in your 
78th year; lamin my 79th; we are grown old; together. . It 
is now more. than sixty years. since I left Boston, . but, I, re- 
member well both your father.and grandfather, having heard 
them both inthe pulpit, and\seen them in their houses. The 
last time I saw your-father was in. the, beginning of 1724, 
when IL visited him after. my first, trip to Pennsylvania. , He 
received me in his library, and.on my taking leave showed me 
a shorter way.out.of the house, through a, narrow, passage, 
which was crossed by a beam over head.. We.were,still talk- 
ing as I withdrew, he accompanying me behind, and [ turning 
partly towards him, when he said hastily, stoop, stoop! I did 
not understand him till I felt my head hit against the beam. 
He was a man that ‘never missed any occasion of giving in- 
struction, and upon this he said to me, you are young, and 
have the world before you; stoor as you go through it, and 
you. will miss many hard thumps. ‘This advice thus beat into 
my head, has frequently been of use to me, and I often think 
of it, when I | see pride. mortified, and misfortunes brought 
upon people by their, carrying their heads too high. bike, 

I long. much to see again my native place, and to lay my 
bones there. L left it in 1723; 1 visited it in 1733, 1748, 
1753, and 1763... In.1773 L-was m England; in 1775 1 had 
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a sight of it, but could not enter, it being in possession of the 
enemy. I did hope to have been there in 1783, but could 
not obtain my dismission from this employment here; and 
now I fear I shall never have that happiness. My best wishes 
however attend my dear country. Esto perpetua. It is now 
blest with an excellent constitution ;. may it last for ever! 
This powerful monarchy continues its friendship for the 
United States. It is a friendship of the utmost importance 
to our security, and should be caréfully cultivated. Britain 
shas not yet well digested the loss of its dominion over ‘us, 
and has still at times some flattering hopes of recovering it. 
‘Accidents may increase those hopes, and encourage dangerous 
attempts. A breach between us and France would infallibly 
bring the English again upon our backs; and yet we have 
some wild heads among our countrymen who are endeavoring 
to weaken that connexion! Let us preserve our reputation by 
performing our engagements; our credit by fulfilling our 
contracts; and friends by gratitude and kindness; for we 
know not how soon we may again have occasion for all of 
a With great and sincere esteem, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


ics asin Site aha te LRAT ic 


"Remarks on duelling. 

“Dear Sir, | Passy, July 17, 1784. 
ne I received yesterday by Mr. White your kind 
letter of May 11th, with the most agreeable present of your 
new book.? [read it all before I slept, which is a proof of 
the good effects your happy manner has of drawing your 
reader om by ae little anecdotes pt historical facts with 


* Moral and Literary Dissertations, second edition.. 
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-your instructions. Be pleased to accept my grateful acknow- 
ledgments for the pleasure it has afforded me. i 

It is astonishing that the murderous practice of duelling, 
which you so justly condemn, should continue so long in 
vogue. Formerly, when duels were used to determine law- 
suits, from an opinion that Providence would in every instance 
favor truth and right with victory, they were excusable.’ At 
present, they decide nothing. ..A man says something, which 
‘another tells him is a lie. They fight; but whichever is 
‘killed, the point in dispute remains unsettled. To this pur- 
‘pose they have a pleasant little story here. A geitleman-in 
“a coffee-house desired another to sit further from hin. ‘Why 
‘so? Because, sir, you stink! That is an affront,. and you 
‘must fight me. I will fight you, if you insist upon it ; but I 
“do not see how that will mend the matter. For if you kill 
‘me, I shall stink too; and if [ kill you, you will stink, if pos- 
sible, more than you do at present. How can such miserable 
‘sinners as we are entertain so much pride, as to conceit that 
“every. offence against our imagined honor merits’ death ? 
These petty princes in their own opinion would call that sove- 
‘reign a tyrant, who should put one of them to death for a little 
“uncivil jJanguage, though pointed at his sacred person; yet 
“every one of them makes himself judge in his own ‘cause, 
‘condemns the offender without a jury, and: undertakes himself 
to be the executioner. With’ sincere’ and great esteem, I 
“haye the honor to be, ary Laas most obedient and most 
A humble ser vant, EE cig : | 
Bi mp _B. Franxaiy. 

ps da a9 Bead! “Mr. ‘Vaughan, may perhaps communi- 
cate to you-some.conjectures.of ine. relating to the cold of 
last winter, which I sent him in return for the observations on 
cold of Professor Wilson. If he. should, and you think them 
worthy so much notice, you may show them to your Philoso- 
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phical, Society, * to which I .wish all imaginable, success. 
Their rules appearito mé excellent. 


To Mess. Weems ann. Gant, CiTIzENS oF THE 
Unitrep States, Lonpon ; 
On their wish to obtain ordination. 


Cauca. | Passy, near Paris, July, 18, 1784.. 

' Peer ey receipt of your letter, acquainting me that 
ben archbishop of Canterbury 7 would. not permit you to be 
ordained unless you took the oath of allegiance, I applied to 
a clergyman of my acquaintance for information on the sub- 
ject of. your obtaining ordination here.. His opinion was, 
that;it could not be done ; and, that if it were done, you 
would. be. required to vow obedience to, the archbishop of 
Paris, ,1 next inquired of the pope’s nuncio, whether you 
aight. not be ordained by their bishop in America, powers 
being sent him for that purpose, if he has them not already? 
‘The answer was, the thing i Is impossible, unless the gentlemen 
-become Catholics. 

This is an affair of which I now very little, and sa sad 

iL may ask. questions and propose means that are improper or 
impracticable. . But what is the necessity of your being con- 
nected with the, church of England? Would it not be as well 
if you were of the church of freland : > the religion is the 
same, though there i is a different set of bishops and arch- 
bishops. Perhaps if you were to apply to the bishop of 
Derry,? who isa man of liberal sentiments, he might give 
you orders. as of. that church, _If both Britam and Ireland 


ca The Philosophical Society of Manchester, of which Dr: Percival was 


‘one of f the principal founders and ornaments. — 
- 2 Dre Moore. 3 Lord Bristol. 
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refuse you, (and [ am not sure that the bishops of Denmark 
er Sweden would ordain you, unless you became Lutherans) 
what is then to be done? Next to becoming presbyterians, 
the episcopalian clergy of America, in my humble opinion; 
cannot do better than to follow the example of the first clergy 
ef Scotland, soon after the conversion of that country to 
Christianity, who, when their king had built the cathedral of 
St. Andrews, and requested the king of Northumberland to 
lend his bishops to ordain one for them, that their clergy might 
not as heretofore be obliged to go to. Northumberland for 
orders, and their request was refused ; they assembled in the 
eathedral ; and the mitre, crozier, and robes of a bishop being 
laid upon the altar, they, after earnest prayers for direction 
in their choice, elected one of their own number; when the 
king said to him, Arise, go to the altar, and receive your 
office at the hand of God. Fis brethren led him to the altar, 
robed him, put the crozier in his hand, and the mitre on his 
head, and he became the first bishop of Scotland. 

If the British islands were sunk in the sea (and the surface 
of this globe has suffered greater changes), you would probably 
take some such method as this: and if they persist im denying 
you ordination, it is the same thing. An hundred years hence, 
when people are more enlightened, it will be wondered at, 
that men in America, qualified by their learning and piety to 
pray for and instruct their neighbors, should not.be permitted 
to do it till they had made a voyage of 6000 miles out and 
home, to ask leave of a cross old gentleman at Canterbury ; 
who seems, by your account, to have as little regard for the 
souls of the people of Maryland, as king William’s attorney- 
general, Seymour, had for those of Virginia... The reverend, 
commissary, Blair, who projected the college of that province, 
and was in England to solicit benefactions and a charter, 
relates, that the queen in the king’s absence, having ordered 
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Seymour to draw up the charter which was to be given, with 
20001. in money, he opposed the grant; saying, that the 
nation was engaged in an expensive war, that the money was 
wanted for better purposes, and he did not see the least occa- 
sion for a college in Virginia. Blair represented to him, that 
its intention was to educate and qualify young men to be mi- 
nisters of the gospel, much wanted there; and begged Mr. 
Attorney would consider that the people of Virginia had souls 
to be saved as well as the people of England. Souls! (said 
he,) damn your souls! Make tobacco! I have the honor to 
be, gentlemen, &c. at B. FRANKLIN, 


To B. Vaucuan, Eso. 


Various matter—Restraints on commerce—Luxury and 
industry, &c. 2 
Dear Frienp, Passy, July 26, 1784. 

I have received several letters from you lately, dated 

June 16, June 30, and J uly 13.. [thank you for the infor- 
mation respecting the proceedings of your West India mer- 
chants, or rather planters. ‘The restraints, whatever they may 
be upon our commerce with your islands, will prejudice their 
inhabitants, I apprehend, more thanus. It is wonderful how 
preposterously the affairs of this world are managed. Natu- 
rally one would imagine that the interests of a few particulars 
should give way to general interest. But particulars manage 
their affairs with so much more application, industry, and 
address than the public do theirs, that general interest most 
commonly gives way to particular. We assemble parliaments 
and councils to have the benefit of their collected wisdom, 
but we necessarily have at the same time the inconvenience of 
their collected passions, prejudices, and private interests. By 
the help of these, artful men overpower the wisdom, and dupe 
its possessors ; and if we may judge by the acts, decrees, and 
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edicts all the world over for regulating commerce, an.assembly 
of wise men is the greatest fool upon earth. 

‘[ have received Cook’s Voyages, which you put Mr. Oswald 
in the way of sending to me. By some mistake the first vo- 
lume was omitted, and instead of it a duplicate sent of the 
third. If there isa good print of Cook I should be glad to 
have it, being personally acquainted with him. I thank you 
for the pamphlets by Mr. Estlin. Every thing you send me 
gives me pleasure; to receive your account would give me 
more than all. 

I am told that the little pamphlet of advice to such as would 
remove to America, * is reprinted m London, with my name 
to it, which I would rather had been omitted; but wish to see 
a copy when you have an opportunity of sending it. 

Mr. Hartley has long continued here in expectation of in- 
structions for making a treaty of commerce, but they do not 
come, and I begin to suspect none are intended ; though per- 
haps the delay is only occasioned by the over-great burthen of 
business at present on the shoulders of your ministers. We do 

not press the matter, but are content to wait till they can see 
their interest respecting America more clearly, being certain 
that we can shift as well as you without a treaty. 

The conjectures | sent you concerning the cold of last 
winter still appear te me probable: the moderate season in 
Russia and Canada does not weaken them. I think our frost 

here began about the 24th of December, in America the 12th 
of January. 1 thank you for recommending to me Mr. Ar- 
buthnot ; [ have had pleasure in his conversation. I wish 
much to see the new pieces youhad inhand. I congratulate 
you on the return of your wedding-day, and wish for your sake 


_* See Writines, Part 111. Miscellanies, Sec. 2. 
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and Mrs. Vaughan’s, that you may ‘see a great many of them, 
all as happy as the first. 

I like the’ young stranger very much: he seems sensible, 
ingenious, and modest, has a good deal of instruction, and 
makes judicious remarks. He will probably distinguish him- 
self advantageously. Yousnitrey’| 

I have not yet heard from Mr. Nairne. 

Dr. Price’s pamphlet of advice to: America is a good one, 
and will do good. You ask “ what remedy I have for the 
growing luxury of my country, which gives so much offence to 
all: English travellers without exception?” I answer, that I 
think: it exaggerated, and that travellers are no good judges, 
whether our luxury is growing or diminishing. Our people 
are hospitable, and have indeed too much pride in displaying 
upon their tables before strangers the plenty and variety that 
our country affords: They have the vanity too of sometimes 
borrowing one another’s plate, to entertain more splendidly. 
Strangers being invited from house to house, and meeting 
every day with a feast, imagine what they see is the ordinary 
way of ‘living of all the families where they dme ; when per- 
haps each family lives a week after upon the remains of the’ 
dinner given. _[t 1s, | own, a folly in our people to give such’ 
offence to English travellers. The first part of the proverb 
is thereby verified, that fools make feasts. I wish im this case’ 
the other were as true; and wise men eat them. ‘These tra- 
vellers might, one would think, find some fault they could 
more: decently reproach us with, than that of our excessive 
civility to them as strangers. | 

T have not indeed yet thought of a remedy for luxury: I am 
not sure that in a great state it is capable of a remedy; nor 
that the evil is in itself always so great as it is represented. 
Suppose we include in the definition of luxury all unneces- 
sary expense, and then let us consider whether laws to prevent 
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such expense are possible to be executed in a great country ; 
and whether, if they could be executed, our people generally 
would be happier, or even richer. Is not the hope of one 
day being able to purchase and enjoy luxuries a great spur to 
. labor and industry? May not luxury, therefore, produce more 
than it consumes, if, without such a spur people would be, as 
they are naturally enough inclined to be, lazy and indolent? 
To this purpose [remember a circumstance. The skipper of 
a shallop employed between Cape May and Philadelphia, had 
done us some small service, for which he refused pay. My 
wife understanding that he had a daughter, sent her as a pre- 
sent a new-fashioned cap. ‘Three years after, this skipper 
being at my house with an old farmer of Cape May, his pas- 
senger, he mentioned the cap, and how much his daughter had 
been pleased with it; but, said he, it proved a dear cap to 
our congregation. How so? When my daughter appeared 
in it at meeting, it was so much admired, that all the girls 
resolved to get such caps from Philadelphia; and my wife and 
I computed that the whole could nothave cost less than onehun- 
dred pounds. True, said the farmer, but you do not tell all the 
story; I think the cap was nevertheless an advantage to us; 
for it was the first thing that set our girls upon knitting worsted 
mittens for sale at Philadelphia, that they might have where- 
withal to buy caps and ribbands there; and you know that 
that industry has continued, and is likely to continue and in- 
crease to a much greater value, and answer better purposes. 
Upon the whole, I was more reconciled to this little piece of 
luxury, since not only the girls were made happier by having 
fine caps, but the Philadelphians by the supply of warm 
mittens. 

In our commercial towns upon the sea-coast, fortunes will 
occasionally be made. Some of those who grow rich will be 
prudent, live within bounds, and preserve what they have 

VOL. I. 7 L 
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gained for their posterity. Others, fond of showing: their 
wealth, will be extravagant and ruin themselves. Laws cannot 
prevent this, and perhaps it is not always an evil to the public. 
A. shilling spent idly by a fool may be: picked up by a wiser 
person, who knows better what to do with it: it is therefore 
not lost. A vain silly fellow builds a fine house, furnishes it 
richly, lives in it expensively, and in a few years ruins himself ; 
but the masons, carpenters, smiths, and other honest trades- 
men, have been by his employ assisted in maintaining and 
raising their families ; the farmer has been paid for his labor 
and encouraged, and the estate 1s now in better hands. In 
some cases, indeed, certain modes of luxury may be a public 
evil, in the same manner as it is a private one. Ifthere bea 
nation, for instance, that exports its beef and linen to pay for 
its importations of claret and porter, while a great part of its 
people live upon potatoes, and wear no shirts, wherein does 
it differ from the sot who Jets his family starve, and sells his 
clothes to buy drmk ? Our American commerce is, 1 confess, 
a little in this way. We sell our victuals to your islands for 
rum and sugar; the substantial necessaries of life for its super- 
fluities. But we have plenty and live well nevertheless ; 
though by being soberer we might be richer. . By-the-bye, 
here is just issued an arret of council taking off all the duties 
upon the exportation of brandies, which, it is said, will render 
them cheaper in America thau your rum: in-which case there 
is no doubt but they will-be preferred, andawe shall be:better 
able to-bear your restrictions.on our commerce. . There .are 
views here by augmenting their settlements, of being able to 
supply the growing people of. America with the sugar that 
may be wanted there. . On the whole,-I believe Englandowill 
get-as little by the commercial war she has beguncwath: us, as 
_she did by the military. . But to return.to luxury. ossesuie. - 

The vast quantity of forest lands we have yet to clear, aa 
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put in order for cultivation, will for a long time keep the body 
of our nation laborious and frugal. Forming an opinion of 
our people and their manners, by what is seen among the in- 
habitants of the sea-ports, is judging from an improper sample. 
The people of the trading towns may be rich and luxurious, 
while the country possesses all the virtues that tend to private: 
happiness and public prosperity. ‘Those townsare not much 
regarded by the country; they are hardly considered as an 
essential part of the states. And the experience of the last 
war has shown, that their being in possession of the enemy did 
not necessarily draw on the subjection of the country, which 
bravely continued to maintain its freedom and independence 
notwithstanding. Sits , 

It has been computed by some political arithmetician, that 
if every man and woman would work four hours each day in 
something useful, that labor would produce sufficient to pro- 
cure all the necessaries and comforts of life; want and misery 
would be banished out of the world, and the rest of the twenty- 
four hours might be leisure and pleasure. 

What then occasions so much want and misery ? ‘Tei is the 
employment of men and women in works that produce nele 
ther the necessaries nor conveniences of life ; who with those 
who do nothing, consume the necessaries raised by the labo- 
rious. ‘To explain this, ) #7 

The first elements of wealth are obtained by labor from 
the earth and waters. I have land, and raise corn; with this I 
feed a family that does nothing: my corn will be consumed; and 
at the end of the year I shall be no richer than I was at:the 
beginning. But if, while I feed them, I employ them, some 
in spinning, others in hewing timber and sawing boards, others 
in making bricks, &c. for building, the value of my corn will 
‘be arrested, and remain with me, and at the end of the yea 
we may all be better clothed and better lodged. And if, insteadr 
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of employing a man I feed in making bricks, I employ him in 
fiddling for me, the corn he eats is gone, and no part of his 
manufacture remains to augment the wealth and the conveni- 
ences of the family; I shall therefore be the poorer for this 
fiddling man, unless the rest of my family work more or eat 
less to make up the deficiency he occasions. 

~ Look round the world and see the millions employed in 
doing nothing, or in something that amounts to nothing, wher 
the necessaries and conveniences of life are in question. What 
is the bulk of commerce for which we fight and destroy each 
other, but the toil of millions for superfluities, to the great 
hazard and loss of many lives by the constant dangers of the 
sea? How much labor spent in building and fitting great ships 
to go to China and Arabia for tea and for coffee, to the West 
Indies for sugar, to America for tobacco! These things can- 
not be called the necessaries of life, for our ancestors lived 
very comfortably without them. 

A question may be asked; could all these people now em- 
ployed i in ‘Taising, making, or carrying superfluities, be sub- 
sisted by raising necessaries? I think they might. The world 
is large, and a great part of it still uncultivated. Many hun- 
dred millions of acres in Asia, Africa, and America, are still 
forest, and a great deal even in Europe. On 100 acres of 
this forest a man might become a substantial farmer, and 
100,000 men employed in clearing each his 100 acres, (instead 

of being, as they are, French hair-dressers) would hardly 
‘brighten a spot big enough to be visible from the moon, 
(unless with Herschell’s telescope,) so’ vast are the: ee 
still in the world unimproved. - JUS RRSRETHA 

"Tis however some comfort to reflect, that upon the mnee 
the quantity of industry and prudence among mankind exceeds 
the quantity of idleness and folly. Hence'the increase of good 
buildings, farms cultivated, and populous cities filled with 
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wealth all over Europe, which a few ages since were only to 
be found.on the coasts of the Mediterranean., And this not- 
withstanding the mad wars continually raging, by which are 
often destroyed mn one year the works of many years’ peace. 
So that we may hope the luxury of a few merchants on the 
sea-coast will not be the ruin of America. | 

One reflection more, and [ will end this long rambling 
letter... Almost all the parts of our bodies require some ex- 
pense. The feet demand shoes, the legs stockings, the rest 
of the body clothing, and the belly a good deal of vic tuals. 
Our eyes, though exceedingly useful, ask when reasonable 
only the cheap assistance of spectacles, which could not much 
impair our finances: But THE EYES OF OTHER PEOPLE 
are the eyes that ruin us. If all but myself were blind, I 
should want neither fine clothes, fine houses, nor fine furni- 
ture... Adieu, my dear friend. Iam yours ever, P 

B. FRANKLIN, 


Po This will be delivered to you by my grandson. 1. 
am persuaded you will afford him your civilities and counsels. 
Please to accept a little present of books I send by him, 
curious for the beauty of the i impression,. 


To Dr. Price. a 
Balloons—English constitution— State of America. 

Dear FrRiEND, | Passy, August 16, 1784.. 
I some time since answered your kind letter of 
July 12, returning the proof of Mr. Vurgot’s letter, with the 
permission of his friends to print it. 1 hope it sitar 

hand. 7 7 

- I had before received yours of April, which gave me great 


salieaalin as it acquainted me with your welfare, and that. of 
Dr. Priestley. - 
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The commencement here of the’art of flying will as you 
observe, be a new epoch. ‘The construction and manner of 
filling the balloons improves daily. Some of the artists have 
lately gone to England. It will be well for your philoso- 
phers to obtain from them what they know,’ or you will be 
behind hand; which in mechanie’operations ‘is unusual for 
Englishmen. | ad 

- [hope the disagreements in our Royal Society are ‘com- 
posed: quarrels often disgrace both sides ; and disputes éven 
on small matters often’ produce quarrels for want of kiéwing 
how to differ ‘decently ; an art which, *tis said, scarce ee! body 
possesses but yourself and Dr. Priestley. © © 000) 2) © 

i had indeed thoughts of visiting England wider taneel 
of enjoying ‘the great. pleasure of seeing. again my. friends 
there ; but niy malady, otherwise tolerable, is 1 find irritated 
by the motion ’in'a carriage, and I fear the consequence of 
such a jouriiey s-yet | am not quite resolved against it. I 
often think of the agreeable evenings | used to pass with 
that excellent collection of good men, the club at the London, 
and Wish to’ be again among them. | Perhaps F- may pop in 
some: Thursday evening when they least expect me. You 
may well believe it very pleasing to me to have Dr. Priestley 
associated with me among the foreign members of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences. I had mentioned him upon every vacancy 
that has happened’ since my residence here, and the’ place has 
never been, bestowed more worthily. Te 

When .you wrote the letter I am now answering, your na- 
tion’ was involved in the confusion of your new election. 
When I think of your present crazy constitution and -its;:dis- 
eases, L imagine the enormous emoluments of place to. be 
among the greatest, and while they,exist 1 doubt whether ever 
the reform of your representation’ will cure the evils. con- 
stantly arising from your perpetual factions. As‘it seems to 
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be a settled point at present that the minister must govern 
the parliament, who are to do every thing he would have 
done ; and he is to bribe them to do this, and the people are 
to furnish the money to pay these bribes. ‘The parliament 
appears to me a very expensive machime for government ; and 
I apprehend the people will find out in time, that they may 
as well be governed, and that .it will be much cheaper to be 
governed, by the minister alone ; no parliament being pre- 
ferable to. the present. 

Your newspapers are full of fictitious accounts of nibh 
tions in America. We know nothing of them. Mr. Jeffer- 
son, just arrived here, after a journey through all the states 
from Virginia to Boston, assures me that all is quiet, a general 
tranquillity reigns, and the people well satisfied with. their 
present forms of government, a few insignificant persons only 
excepted. These accounts are I suppose intended as conso- 
latory, and to discourage emigrations. I think with you, that 
our revolution is an important event for the advantage of 
mankind in general. It is to be hoped that the lights we 
enjoy; which the ancient governments in their first establish- 
ment could not have, may preserve us from their errors. In 
this the advice of wise friends may do much good, and I am 
sure that which you have been so kind as. to offer us will be 
of great service. i 3 

Mr. Jay is gone to America; but Mr. Adams is just ar- 
rived here, and [ shall acquaint him with your remembrance 
of him. 

Many thanks for your kind wishes respecting my health 
and happiness, which I return fourfold ; being ever, with the 
sincerest eg'eany my dear friend, your most affectionate 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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To tHe Ricur Hon. Lays Viscount Howe « 
On receiving Capt. Cook’s Voyage, by order of the, King. 


~My Lorp, ~~ Passy, August 18, 1784. © 
I received lately the very valuable voyage of the 
late Captain Cook, kindly sent to me by your lordship, in con- 
sideration of my good-will in issuing orders towards the pro- 
tection of that illustrious discoverer from any interruption in 
his return home by American cruisers. The reward vastly 
exceeds the small merit of the action, which was no more 
than a duty to mankind. I am very sensible of his majesty’s 
goodness in permitting this favor to me, and I desire that my 
thankful acknowledgments may be accepted. With great re- 
spect, | am, my lord, your i ges s most obedient and most 
humble servant, as |S ppb dovinin 


‘To WILLIAM STRAHAN, Eso. Kine’ S ‘Printer, 
LonpDoN. 


Invites him to Passy—Annihilation of profitable places— 
_ American congress and British parhament—The., late 
warGeneral Clarke, &c. &c. ita at 

Dear Frienp, Passy, dug. 19, 1784... 
I received your kind letter of April 17. You 
will have the goodness to place my delay in answering to the 
account of indisposition and business, and excuse it. I have 
now that letter before me ; and my grandson, whom you may 
formerly remember a little scholar at Mr. Elphinston’s, pur- 
posing fo set out in a day or two on a visit to his father ‘in 

London, I set down to scribble a little to you, first recom- 

mending him as a — young man to your civilities and 

counsels. 
You press me much to come to » Beigtaad I am not with- 
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out strong inducements to do so; the fund of knowledge you 
promise to communicate to me is an addition to them, and 
no sinall one. At present it is impracticable. But when my 


grandson returns, come with him. We will talk the matter” 


over, and perhaps you may take me back with you. I have 
a bed at your service, and will try to make your residence, 
while you'can stay with us, as agreeable to you, if possible, 
as I am sure it will be to me. 

You do not “ approve the piiiiainn of profitable alscagi 
for you do not see why a statesman who does his busmess 
well, should not be paid for his labor as well as any other 
workman.” Agreed. But why more than any other work- 
man? The less the salary the greater the honor. in so great 
a nation there are many rich enough to afford giving their 
time to the public; and there are, [ make no doubt, many 
wise and able men who would take as much pleasure im gow 
verning for nothing, as they do in playing chess for nothing, 
It would be one of the noblest amusements. That this opi- 
nion isnot chimerical, the country I now live im affords a 
proof; its whole civil and criminal law administration being 
done for nothing, or in some sense for less than nothing, since 
the members of its judiciary parliaments buy their places, and 
do not make more than three per cent. for their money, by 
their fees and emoluments, while the legal mterest is five; so 


that in fact they give two per cent. to be allowed to govern, 


and all their time and trouble into the bargain. Thus profit, 
one motive for desiring place, beg abolished, there remains 
only ambition; and that being im some degree balanced by 
loss, you may easily conceive that there will not be very v10- 
lent factions and contentions for such places; nor much of 
the mischief to the country that attends your factions, which 
have often occasioned wars, and overloaded you with debts 
umpayable. 


s 
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I allow you all the force of your joke upon the vagrancy of 
our congress. They have a right to sit where they please, of 
which perhaps they have made tco much use by shifting too 
often. But they have two other rights ; those of sitting when 
they please, and as dong as they please, in which methinks 
they have the advantage of your parliament; for they cannot 
be dissolved. by. the breath of a minister, or sent:packing: as 
you were the other day, when it was your earnest desire to 
have remained longer together. . 35 

You “ fatrly acknowledge that the Jate war terminated 
quite contrary to your expectation.” Your expectation was 
ill-founded ; for you would not believe your old friend, who 
told you repeatedly that. by those measures England would 
lose her colonies, as: Epictetus warned im vain his master that 
he would break his leg. You believed rather the tales: you 
heard of our poltroonery and impotence of body and mind. 
Do you not remember the story you told me of the Scotch 
serjeant who met with a paity of forty American soldiers, and 
though alone, disarmed them all, and brought them in pn- 
soners? a story almost as improbable as that of the Irishman, 
who pretended to have alone taken and brought in five of the 
enemy by surrounding them. And yet, my friend, sensible 
and,;judicious as you.are, but partaking of the. general infa- 
tuation, you seemed to believe it. The word general: puts 
mein mind, of a general, your General Clarke,:who had. the 
folly to. say in-my hearing at Sir John Pringle’s, that with a 
thousand British grenadiers, he would undertake to. go, from 
one end of America tothe other, and geld all the males, partly 
by force and partly by a little coaxing. It is plain, he took 
us, for a, species, of apimals very little superior to brutes. 
The parliament. too -believed the stories .of .another foolish 
general, J forget his name, that the Yankies never felt bold. 
Yankey. was understood to be a sort of Yahoo, and the. par- 
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liament did not think the petiticns of such creatures were fit 
to be received and°read in so wise an assembly. . What was 
the. consequence of this monstrous pride and insolence ? You 
first sent small armies to subdue us, believing them more 
than sufficient, but soon found yourselves obliged to send 
greater; these, whenever they ventured to penetrate our 
country beyond the protection of. their ships, were either re- 
pulsed, and obliged to scamper out, or were. surrounded, 
beaten, and taken prisoners. An American planter who had 
never seen Europe, was chosen by us to'command our troops, 
and continued during the whole war. This man sent home 
to you, one after another, five of your best generals: baffled, 
their heads bare of laurels, disgraced even in the opmion of 
their employers. Your contempt of our understandings in 
comparison with your own, appeared to be not much better 
founded than that of our coutage, if we may judge by this 
circumstance, that. in whatever court of Europe.a Yankey 
negociator appeared, the wise. British minister was routed, 
put in a passion, picked a quarrel with your friends, and-was 
sent home with a flea m his ear. But after all; my dear 
friend, do not.imagine that ['am vain enough to aseribe’ our 
success tovany superiority in any of those-points: . 1 am too 
well acquainted with all the springs and levers of our: machine, 
not to see, that our human means were unequal ‘to: our: un- 
dertaking, and that if it had not been for the justice of our 
cause, and the: censequent. interposition of:Providence, im 
‘which we had faith we must. have been-rumed. If ‘E-had 
ever before been ‘an atheist, 1.should now have been: con- 
vinced of the being and government of a Deity! It ishé who 
abases the proud and favors the humble.; May wenevér for- 
get his goodness to us, and aly saute Histetth meen: firanifest 
our gratitude! | 

But let us leave these serious reflections wath converse with 
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our usual pleasantry.. [remember your observing once to 
me, as we sat together in the house of commons, that no two 
journeymen printers withm your knowledge, had met with 
such’ success in the world as ourselves. You were then at 
the head of your profession, and soon afterwards became a 
member of parliament. I was an agent for a few provinces, 
and ‘now act for them all. But we have risen by different 
modes, I, as a republican printer, always liked a form well 
plained down; being averse to those overbearing letters that 
hold their heads so /agh as to hinder their neighbors from 
appearing. » You, as a monarchist, chose to work upon crown 
paper, and: found it profitable; while I worked upon pre 
patria: (often indeed called fools-cap) with no less advantage. 
Both our heaps hold out very well, and we seem hkely to 
make a pretty good day’s work of it.. With regard to public 
affairs;' (to continue in the same 'style) it seems to me that the 
- compositors in your chapel do not cast off their copy well, 
nor perfectly understand imposing : their forms too are con- 
tinually pestered by the outs, and doubles, that are not easy 
to be corrected. And I think they were wrong in laying 
aside some faces, and particularly certam head-pieces, that 
would have been both useful and ornamental. But, courage! 
The business may still florish with good management; and 
the master become as rich as any of the company. 

_ By the way, the rapid growth and extension of the English 
language im America must become greatly advantageous to 
the booksellers, and holders of copy-rights in England. A 
_ -vast-audience is assembling there for English authors, ancient, 
present, and future, our people doubling every twenty years ; 
and this will demand large and of course: profitable impres- 
sions of your most:valuable books. I would, therefore, if I 
possessed such rights, entail them, if such a thing be practi- 
cable, upon my posterity; for their worth will be continually 
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’ augmenting. This may look a little like advice, and yet [ 
have drank no Madeira these six months. The subject, how- 
ever, leads: me to another thought, which is, that you do 
wrong to discourage the emigration. of Englishmen to Ame+ 
rica. In my piece on population, I have proved, I think, 
that emigration does not diminish, but multiplies a nation. 
You will not have fewer at home for those that go abroad ; 
and as every man who comes among us, and takes up a piece 
ef land, becomes a citizen, and by our constitution has a voice 
in elections, and a share in the government of the country, 
why should you be against acquiring by this fair means a re-~ 
possession of it, and leave it to be taken by foreigners of all 
nations and languages, who by their numbers may drown and 
stifle the English, which otherwise would probably become 
in the course of two centuries the most extensive language in: 
the world, the Spanish only excepted? It is a fact, that the 
Irish emigrants and their children are now in possession of 
the government of Pennsylvania, by their. majority im the 
assembly, as well as of a great part of the territory ; and L 
remember well the first ship that brought any of them over. 
Tam ever, my dear friend, yours most Pe ceo ; 
| B. FRANKLIN, 


To Grorcr WuHeat ey, Esq. TREASURER OF THE 
Founprine Hospirar, Lonponi 
Tract on the principles of trade—-Foundling Hospital— 
Double spectacles. . 
Passy, near Paris, dug. Ql, 1784... 
-My DEAR oLp FRIEND, >: stoves siemens 
» bvreceived your kind: Jesse li May 8 5, 1783, 


I enebinsal that it has been so long unanswered. .The. 
indolence of old age, frequent imdisposition, and too much 
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business, are my only excuses. I had great pleasure in read- 
ing it, as it informed. me of your welfare. 

Your excellent little work, the Principles of Trade, is too 
little known. I wish you would send me a copy of it by the 
return of my grandson and secretary, whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your civilities. I would get it translated and 
printed here. And if your bookseller has any quantity of 
them left, I should be glad he would send them to America. 
‘The ideas of our people there, though rather better than those 
that prevail in Europe, are not so good as they should be; 
and that piece might be of service among them. _ 

Since and soon after the date of your letter, we lost unac- 
countably as well as unfortunately that worthy valuable young 
man you mention, your name-sake, Maddison. He was infi- 
nitely regretted by all that knew him. 

I am sorry your favorite charity’ does not go on as you 
could wish it. It is shrunk mdeed by your admitting only 60 
children im a year. What you have told your brethren re- 
specting America is true. If you find it difficult to dispose 
of your children in England, it locks as if you had too many 
people. . And yet you are afraid of emigration. A subscrip- 
tion is lately set on foot here to encourage and assist mothers 
in nursing their infants themselves at home; the practice of 
sending them to the Enfants trowvés having risen here to, a 
monstrous excess, as by the annual bill it appears they amount 
to near one-third of the children born in Paris! The sub- 
scription is likely to succeed, and may do a great deal of 
good, though it cannot answer all the purposes of a Found- 
ling Hospital. 7 

Your eyes must continue very good since-you_can_write so 
small a hand without spectacles. [I cannot distinguish a 


* The Foundling Hospital, 
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letter even of large print; but am happy in the invention of 
double spectacles," which serving for distant objects as, well 
as near ones, make my eyes as useful to me as. ever they 
were. If all the other defects and infirmities were as. easily 
and cheaply remedied, it would-be worth while for friends to 
live a good deal longer, but 1 look upon death to be as neces- 
sary to our constitution as sleep. We shall rise refreshed in 
the morning. Adieu, and believe me ever yours most affec- 
tionately, : is | B. Franxwin. 


To * # %2 
sithaiabid Melvill—Profession of Faith—The Old estan 


Dear Sir, diiein ss Passy, ae 21, 1784, 


Understanding that my letter intended -for you 
by General Melvill was lost at the Hotel d’Espagne, I take 
this opportunity, by my grandson, to give you the purport of 
it, as well as I can recollect.. I thanked you for the pleasure 
you had procured me of the general’s conversation, whom I 
foand a judicious, sensible, and amiable man. I was glad to 
hear that you possessed a comfortable retirement, and more 
so that you had thoughts of removing to Philadelphia, for 
that it would make me very happy to have you there. Your 
companions would be very acceptable to the library, butt 
hoped you would long live to enjoy their company yourself. 
I agreed with you in sentiments concerning the Old Testa- 
ment, and thought the clause in our constitutions which’ re- 
quired the members of assembly to declare their belief, that 
the whole of it was given by divine inspiration, had better 


t See a particular description of the same ‘in letter to ‘George 
Wheatley, Esq. May 23,.1785.. —~—-—-—-- --—---- s-- 3 
2 Supposed to Dr. Priestley. 
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have been omitted. That I had opposed the clause ; but 


> being overpowered by numbers, and fearing more might in 


future times be grafted on it, I prevailed to have the addi- 
tional clause, “that no further or more extended profession - 
of faith should ever be exacted.” I observed to you too, that 
the evil of it was the less, as no inhabitant, nor any officer of 
government, except the members of assembly, was. obliged 
to make that declaration. So much for that letter:. to which 
T may now add, that there are several things in the Old Tes- 
_ tament impossible to be given by dvvine inspiration ; such as 
the approbation ascribed to the angel of the Lord, of. that 
abominably wicked and detestable action of J ael, the. wife. of 
Heber, the Kenite.' If the rest of the books were like that, 
I should rather suppose it given by inspiration from another 
quarter, and renounce the whole. 

By the way, how goes on the. Unitarian chuxel in Essex } 
Street? and the honest minister of it,” 1s he comfortably sup- 
ported £ your old colleague Mr. Radcliff,’ 1s he living ?; and 
what became of Mr. Denham? 

My grandson, who will have the. hai of iain sia 
to you, may bring me a line from you; and I hope. will 
bring me an account of your continuing well and happy... 

I jog on still, with as much health, and as few of the jaf 
mities of old age as I have any reason to expect. But not- 
withstanding the decay of my constitution, my regard for my 
old friends remains firm and entire. ~ You will always have a 
good share of it; for Lam-ever, with great andssincere esteem, 
dear me — wit <q etl omktwoy herald RANELIO: 5. 


~ ® Judges, chap.iv. © °° 2)'Pheophilus Lindsey}. agi ates 
3A dissenting minister-at: -Wapping;-whoe-afterwards tumed-tothe 
profession of the law. He published one a ot ad 


a 


1 vives od ai semeupol 
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To B. VauGHan, Kso. 


Introduction of Count Mirabeau. 


“My DEAR FRLEND, ae Sept. 7, 1784. 


. This will be delivered to you by Count Mira- 
beau ;* son of the Marquis of that name, author of L? Ami 
des Hommes. This gentleman is esteemed here, and I recom- 
mend him to your civiljties and counsels, particularly with 
respect to the printing of a piece he has written on the sub- 
ject of hereditary nobility, on occasion of the order of Cin- 
cinnati lately attempted to be established in America, which 
cannot be printed here. I find that some of the best judges: 
think it extremely well written, with great clearness, force, 
and elegance. If you can recommend him to an honest, 
reasonable bookseller, that will undertake it, you will do him 
service, and perhaps some to mankind, who are too much 
bigoted in many countries to that kind of imposition. I 
had formerly almost resolved to trouble you with no more 
letters of recommendation; but I think you ‘will find this 
gentleman to possess talents that may render his acquaintance 


agreeable. With sincere esteem, I am ever, my dear friend, 


yours most affectionately, — | B. Franxuin. 


To B. Vaucuan, Eso. 


On manufactures—books—and loose printing. 
Dear Frizenp, ©. ~~ Passy, April 21, 1785. 
| 1 received your kind letter of the 23d past, by 
Mr. Perry, with the other bottle of Blackrie. I thank you 
sn for pine care ia alice ma: them. I should sealed 


\ 


ws The same who afterwaids so eminently distingdailed himself by 
his eloquence in the early part of the Frencht revolution. 
VOL, I. M 
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glad to be of any use to Mr. Perry; but he had placed his 
children before I saw him, and he staid with me only a few 
minutes. 

_ We see much in parliamentary proceedings, and in papers 
and. pamphlets, of the injury the concessions to Ireland will 
-do to. the manufacturers of England, while the people of 
England seem to be furgotten, as if quite out of the question. 
If the Irish can manufacture cottons, and stuffs, and silks, 
and linens, and cutlery, and toys, and books, &c. &c. Kc. so 
as to sell them cheaper in England than the manufacturers of 
England sell them, is not this good for the people of England, 
who are not manufacturers ? And will not even the manufac- 
turers themselves share the benefit ; ; since if cottons are 
cheaper, all the other manufacturers who. wear cottons will 
save in that article ; and so of the rest? If books can be 
had much cheaper from Ireland, (which I believe, for I 
bought Blackstone there for 24s. when it was sold in England 
at four guineas) is not this an advantage, not to English book- 
sellers indeed, but to English readers, and to learning? And 
of all the complainants, perhaps these booksellers are least 
worthy of consideration. ‘The catalogue you last sent me 
amazes me by the high prices (said to be the lowest) affixed 
to each article. And one can scarce see a new book, with- 
out observing the excessive artifices made use of to puff up a 
paper of verses into a pamphlet, a pamphlet into an octavo, 
and an octavo into a quarto, with scab-boardings, white-lines, 
sparse titles of chapters, and exorbitant margins, to such a 
degree, that the selling of paper seems now the object, and 
printing on it only the pretence. J enclose the copy. of apage 
in a late comedy. Between every two. lines. there.is a white 
space equal to another lme. You have a law, I think, against 
butchers blowing of veal to make it look fatter; why not 
one against booksellers blowing of books to make. them.look: 
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bigger. All this to yourself; you can easily guess the rea- 
son. | 
My grandson is a little indisposed, but sends you two 
pamphlets, Figaro, and Le Roi Voyageur. The first is a 
play of Beaumarchais, which has had a great run here. The 
other a representation of all the supposed errors of govern- 
ment in this country, some of which are probably exaggerated. 
Iti is not publicly sold ; we shall send some more shortly. 
Please to ote i me yery respectfully and affectionately 
to good Dr. Price. Iam glad that he has printed a transla- 
tion of the Testament; it may do good. 1 am ever, my dear 
friend, yours most sincerely, B. Franky. 


(Bnelosed in the _ foregoing Letter.] 
- SCENE LV. 


Su JoHN and WILDMORE. | 


} | Sir JOHN. 
Whither so fast ? 
iSthe WILDMORE. 
‘To the Opera. 7% 
ee et Sir JoHN 
itis not the ee 
WILpMors. 
_ ¥es it is. as 
| ; Sir Joun. 8 | 
Never on a Sunday, s 9 
Pal vais uigee ae ote ht 


zs is thie: Sunitay 0 OF ROOD 10 ROWOLd aIslisazZood yenisgs 
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Su Joun. 
Yes sure. 


| WILDMORE. 

T remember nothing: [ shall soon forget my Christian 
name. debe 
. Lf this. page was printed running on like Erasmus’s Collo- 
quies, it would not have made more than five lines. 
_From De, Franxuin To AN ENGRAVER IN Paris. 
a * Refusing his eulogium and dedication. 
slice Passy, : 
En relisant, Monsieur, le prospectus de votre 
éstampé, je vois que vous m’attribuez toujours en entier le 
mérite “d’avoir affranchi Amérique. J’ai cependant eu 
Yhonneur de vous dire, dans notre premiére conversation, 
‘qué’ je ne pouvois y’ consentir sans me rendre coupable 
Winjustice envers tant @hommes sages et courageux qui 
n'ont’ pas craint dé hasarder leur fortune et leur vie pour le 
succes de ‘cette Entreprise; je vous proposai donc, et je 
‘persiste dans la méme pensée; de substituer 4 mon nom dans 
Vexplicationde l’estampe, ces mots: “ Le congres représenté 
ee @ la romaine,” &c. 

veJie ne puis‘non plus, Monsieur, en accepter la dédicace : 
je ne veux point qtie la France, et mon pays, me croyent 
assez’ présomptireux pour convenir que je mérite des louanges 
aussi’ excessives; et vous’ concevez qu'il’ me siéroit mal 
d’appuyer de ma pee a le débit d’un ouvrage qui 
les contiendroit:' D’aprds’ ces’ considérations je vous pric 
ode vouloit bien’ changer’ votre explication dans*un Houveau 
prospectus; et de ee votre ater wu congrés, > J’ai 
‘Phonneur-d’étre, cee ‘SVOQ MsasTq OB. ret fet gt 


f4\ 
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To Dr. Incennausz. 


On the stone—Invitation to come to Passy, and accompany 
him to America—Idle stories respecting that country— 
The Emperor of Germany. 


Passy, April 29, 1785. 

[thank you much for the postscript respecting 
my disorder, the stone. I have taken heretofore, and am 
now again taking the remedy you mention, which is called 
‘Blackrie’s Solvent. Jt is the soap lie, with lime water, and 
I believe it may have some effect in diminishing the symp- 
toms, and preventing the growth of the stone, which is all 1 
expect from it. It does not hurt my appetite: I sleep well, 
and enjoy my friends in cheerful conversation as usual. But 
as I cannot use much exercise, [ eat more sparingly sin 
‘formerly, and [ drink no wine. 

I admire that you should be so timid. i ty sing: thang of 
‘your good imperial master, to make a journey for visiting 2 
friend, I am persuaded you would succeed, and I hope. the 
proposition I have repeated to you in this letter will assist 
your courage, and enable you to ask and obtain. If yon 
come hither soon, you may, when present, get your book 
finished, and be ready to proceed with me to America. 
‘While writing this, I have received from congress my leave 
to return; and L believe I shall be ready to embark by- the 
middle of July at farthest. I shall now be free from polities 
for the rest of my life. Welcome again, my dear. philose-~ 
phical amusements! — | isyLaus b 

I see by a full page of your Lins you haye been possess- 
od with strange ideas of America; that there is no justice to 
be obtained there, no recoyery of debts, projects of insur- 
tection to overturn the present government, &c. &c.; that a 
Virginia ¢olonel, nephew of the governor, had cheated a 
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stranger of 100,000 livres, and that somebody was impri- 
soned for only speaking of it, and the like very improbable 
stories ; they are all fictions or misrepresentations. If they 
were truths, all strangers would avoid such a country, and 
foreign merchants would as soon carry their goods to sell in 
Newgate as America. ‘Think a little on the sums England 
has spent to preserve a monopoly of the trade of that peo- 
ple, with whom they had long been acquainted, and of the 
desire all Europe is now manifesting to obtain a share of 
‘that trade. Our ports are full of their ships, their merchants 
‘buying and selling in our streets continually, and returning 
with our products. ~Would this happen? Could such com- 
merce be continued with us, if we were such a collection of 
scoundrels and villains as we have been represented to you? 
And insurrections against our rulers are not only unlikely, as 
the rulers are the choice of the people, but unnecessary ; as, 
if not liked, they may be changed annually by the new elec- 
tions. I own you have cause, great cause, to complain of 
HEE, Hut you are wrong to condemn a whole country by a 
single ici ll I have seen many countries, and Ido not 
know a country m the world in which justice 1s so well ad- 
ministered, where protection and favor have so little power to 
impede its operations, and where debts are ‘recovered with 
so much facility. If I thought it such a country as it has 
been painted to you, I should certainly never return to it. 
The truth, I believe, is, that more goods have been carried 
thither from all parts of Europe, than the consumption of 
the country requires, and it is natural that some of the 
adventurers are willing to discourage others from following 
them, lest the prices should still be kept down by the arrival 
of fresh cargoes ; and it is not’ unlikely that some negligent 
or unfaithful factors sent thither; may have given such ac- 
counts to excuse their not making remittances.. And the 
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English magnify all this, and spread it abroad in their papers, 
to dissuade foreigners from attempting to interfere with them 
in their commerce with us. 

Your account of the emperor’s condescending conver- 
gation with you concerning me, is pleasing. I respect very 
much the character of that monarch, and think, that if [ 
were one of his subjects, he would find me a good one. I 
am glad that his difference with your country ts likely to be 
accommodated without bloodshed. The Courier de I’ Europe, 
and some other papers, printed a letter on that difference, 
which they ascribed to me. Be assured, my friend, that I 
never wrote it, nor was ever presumptuous enough to meddle 
with an affair so much out of my way. Yours, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


_ To Groree WueEat.ey, Esq. : 
ae | On sending him his medallion. 
Dak OLD FriEenp, Passy, May 19, 1785, 

I received the very good letter you sent me by. my 
grandson, together with your resemblance, which is placed in 
my chamber, and gives me great pleasure. ‘There is no 
trade, they say, without returns, and therefore I am riphiiied 
in making those you have ordered. 

1 intended this should have been a long epistle, but I am 
oneal and can only add, that I am ever yours most 
affectionately, i abi B, FrRanxkuin. 


CPipt ey tH 


be To JonAaTHAN Wises oe, Eso. 
r Gitastalasaien Hit) Goo saernPassy,. May 49, 1785. ; 
woe _ The. conversations you. mention respecting 
aeailina are suitable. ‘Those people speak what they wish ; 
but she was. certainly never in a more. happy situation. 
“They. are angry with.us, and. speak all manner of evil of us; 
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but we. florish.notwithstanding.. They, put, me in, mind ofa 
violent high-church factor, resident in Boston, when lL was a 
boy. He had bought upon speculation a Connecticut cargo 
of, onions, which he flattered himself, he might sell again to 
great profit; but the price fell, and they lay upon hand. He 
was heartily vexed.with his bargain, especially when he ob- 
served they began to grow in the store he had filled with 
them. He showed them one day to a friend. “ Here they 
are,” said he, “and they are growing too! I damn them 
every day; but I think they are. like the: Presbyterians ; the 
more Ti curse them, the more they ies Yours, . 
Buf RANKL. 


euee 4 


7%. we. 


“Te GEORGE Wiehe Esg. 


Moral’ and philosaphscal reflections— Foundling Hospital 
“at “Paris—Office for nurses—The Philadelphia Bank— 
The Cincinnati—Constitution of the United States— 
" Anecdote of three  reeglanderrce RO af, double 

; “spectacles, &e. “ 


Dear « OLD FRIEND,» sheuo2 a1 ned anaenin 1785. 

7 sent you a few rol the other. day, with my 
inodalligs when I should have written more, but was -pre- 
vented by the coming in of a bavard, who worried me till 
evening. I-bore with him, and now you are to bear with me; 
for I shall probably davarder in answering your letter. 

fam not acquainted with the saying of Alphonsus, which 
you allude to as a sanctification of your rigidity in refusing 
to allow me'the plea of old'age as an excuse for my want 
of ‘exactness in correspondence. What was. that saying? 
You do not, it seems, feel.any occasion for such an excuse, 
though youvare, as you°say, rising seventy-five. But I am 
rising. (perhaps more properly: falling) eighty,.and»I Jeave 
the.excuse with you until you arrive at that age; perhaps you 
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may then be more sensible of ey oth ee" a oe use 
it for yourself,’ a 

~- E must agree with you that the gout is ws and that the 
stote is worse. I am happy in not having them both toge- 
ther, and I join in your prayer, that you may live till you die 
without either. But I doubt the author of the epitaph you 
send me: was a little mistaken, when mr _—— of the 
wee ane that ~ 


sie - we cared a pin 

Bes CAE wnaseontlca} or may say, of the mortal within. 

It is so natural to wish to be well spoken of, whether alive 
or dead, that I imagine he could not be quite exempt from 
that desire ; and that at least he wished to be thought a wit, 
or he iid not have given himself the trouble of writing so 
good an epitaph | to leave behind him. Was i it not as worthy 
of his care that the world should say he was an honest and 
a good man? I like better the concluding sentiment in the 
old song called the Old Man’s Wish, wherein, after wishing 
for a warm house in a country town, an easy horse, some 
good authors, “ingenious and cheerful companions, ’ a pudding 
on Sundays, with stout ale, and a bottle of Burgundy, &c. be. 
in pal ere stanzas, each enidinig ‘with this burthen, Diahai 


oy 


“May T govern my passions with “absolute sway Wee 

” Grobi wiser and better as my strength wears away, — 
en a ae ee ee 
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| rites “With a courage undaunted may % I face my Jast day j 
12" And when I am gone, may the better sort ay; 
2°." Inthe mérning when sober, in' the evening when mellow, Bx0 -10 
He's gone; and has not left bekind him hit fellow, 100 Ob UO X 
justi os as. Hor he governed his passions; Ga. 01100% 
Bei shit ws sslohion bc Things ‘happen,’ after all, 
as they. will happen. have sung that: wishing’ sone a thou- 
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sand times when I was young, and now. find at four-score 
that the three contraries have befallen me, being subject to 
the gout and the stone, and not being yet master of all my 
passions. Like the proud girl in my country, who wished 
and resolved not to marry a parson, nor a Presbyterian, nor 
an Irishman; and at length found herself married to an 
Irish Presbyterian parson. You see I have some reason to 
wish, that in a future state, [ may not only be as well as £ 
was, but a little better. And I hope it: for I too, with 
your poet, érust iz God. And when I observe that there is 
great frugality, as well as wisdom, in his works, since he has 
been evidently sparing both of labor and materials; for, by 
the various wonderful inventions of propagation, he has pro- 
vided for the continual peopling his world, with plants and 
animals, without being at the trouble of repeated new crea- 
tions ; and by the natural reduction of compound substances 
to their original elements, capable of being employed in new 
compositions, he has prevented the necessity of creating new 
matter; so that the earth, water, air, and perhaps fire, which 
being compounded from wood, do, when the wood is dis- 
solved, return, and again become air, earth, fire, and water; 
i say, that when I see nothing annibilated, and not even a 
drop of water wasted, I cannot suspect the annihilation of 
souls, or believe that he will suffer the daily waste of millions 
of minds ready made that now exist, and put himself to the 
continual trouble of making new ones. ‘Thus finding myself 
to exist in the world, I believe I shall, in some shape or 
other, always exist; and, with all the inconveniences human 
life is lable to, I shall not object to a new edition of mine ; 
hoping, however, that the errata of the last may be cor- 

[return your note of children received in the Foundling 
Hospital at Paris, from 1741 to 1755 inclusive; and I have 
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added the years succeeding down to 1770. Those since 
that period I have not been able to obtain. 1 have noted in 
the margin the gradual increase, viz. from every tenth child 
so thrown upon the public, until it comes to every third. 
Fifteen years have passed since the last account, and pro- 
bably it may now amount to one-half. Is it right to encou- 
rage this monstrous deficiency of natural affection? A sur- 
geon I met with here, excused the women of Paris, by saying 
seriously, that they cowld not give suck ; ‘ Car,” said he, | 
“elles n'ont point de tetons.” He assured me it was a fact, 
and bade me look at them, and observe how flat they were 
on the breast; “they have nothing more there,” said he, 
“than I have upon the back of my hand.” I have since 
thought that there might be some truth in his observation, 
and that possibly nature, finding they made no use of bub- 
bies, has left off giving them any. Yet, since Rousseau 
pleaded with admirable eloquence for the rights of children 
to'their mothers’ milk, the mode has changed a little; and 
some ladies of quality now suckle their mfants and find milk 
enough. May the mode descend to the lower ranks, till it 
becomes no longer the custom to pack their infants away as 
soon as born, to the enfans trouvés, with the careless obser- 
vation, that the king is better able to maintain them. I am 
credibly mformed that nime-tenths of them die there pretty 
soon, which is said to be: a great relief to the institution, 
whose funds would not otherwise be sufficient to bring up 
the remainder. Except the few persons of quality above- 
mentioned, and the multitude who send to the hospital, the 
practice is to hire’ nurses in the country to carry out the 
children, and take care of them there. Here is an office 
for examining ‘the health of nurses, and giving them: licences. 
They come to town on certain days of the week in com- 
panies, to receive the children, and we often meet trains of 
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them on the road returning to the neighboring villages, with 
each‘a child in arms. ‘But those who are good enough to 
try this way of raising their children, are-often not able to 
pay’the expense, so that the prisons of Paris are crowded 
with wretched fathers and mothers confined pour mois de 
nowrrice, though it is landably a favorite charity to pay for 
them; and set such prisoners at liberty. I wish success to 
the new project of assisting the poor to keep their children 
at home, because I think there is no nurse like a mother, 
(ornot:many) and that if parents did not immediately send 
their infants out of their sight, they would in'a few days 
begin to love them, and thence be spurred to greater industry 
for their maintenance. This is -a subject -you trderstand 
better than I, and therefore having perhaps-said too much, L 
drop it.. I only add to the notes a rémark from-the History 
of the: Academy of —- much i in favor of the Found- 
ling Institution.” SIE 2 sherds: 3 
The’ Philadelphia bank goes on, as I Phas very well. 
What you call the Cincinnati Institution, is no institution of © 
our government, but a private convention among the officers. 
of: our late army, and ‘so’ universally disliked by the people, 
thatiit is supposed it will be dropped. | It was considered as 
an attempt to establish something like’an hereditary rank or 
nobility. I hold with you that it was wrong; may I add, 
thatvalli descending honors are wrong and “absurd; ‘that the 
honors Of. virtuous actions appertain only to him that per- 
forms them, and is in its nature incommunicable. If it were 
cominuhicable by descent, it must also be’ divisible ‘among 
the descendants; and the more ancient ‘the ‘family; the less 
would be found ‘existing in any one bratich’ of it} to pis 
oan of: me —S chance of ——e inet apieens 
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- Our constitution seems .not to. be well understood with 
you. Ifthe congress, were.a permanent body, there would 
be more reason in_being- jealous of. giving it powers. But 
its | members are chosen annually, cannot be chosen ‘more 
than three years successively, nor more..than three. years’ in 
seven; and any of them may be recalled at any. time, when- 
ever their constituents shall be dissatisfied with their conduct. 
They are of the people, and return again to mix, with the 
people, having no more durable pre-eminence than the: differ- 
ent grains of sand in an hour-glass. Such an assembly can- 
not easily become dangerous to liberty. They are. the »ser+ 
vants of the people, sent together to do the people’s business, 
and promote the public welfare ; their powers must be suffi- 
cient, or their duties cannot be performed... They:have'no 
profitable appointments, but a mere payment.of daily wages, 
such as are scarcely equivalent to their expensess\ so: that 
having no chance for’ great places, and enormous: salaries: or 
pensions, as in some. countries, there is,no ‘canvassing or 
bribing for. elections.. L1.wish Old. England: were jas; happy 
in its government, but I do not.see it, . Your-people; how- 
ever, think their constitution the. best, in the world; and affect 
to despise ours... It is comfortable ‘to, have a. good opinion 
_of one-self, and of. every thing. that belongs tous, to think 
one’s own. religion, king, and wife, the: best, of all possible 
wives, kings, or religions. ..1. remember three. Greenlanders, _ 
who had travelled two years in Europe,. under. the care-of 
some Moravian ,missionaries,,.and had_ visited Germany, 
Denmark, Holland, and England ;..when [ asked them: at 
Philadelphia. (where they were in their way home),.whether, 
now they. had seen how. much more commodiously the white 
people. lived by, the help. of sthe. sie they would not — 


ne din eet: lent ~ Sree nt rt ainnthin - 8 
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but they chose to Live in their own country. . Which coun- 
try, by the way, consisted of rock only, for the Moravians: 
were obliged to carry earth in their ship from New York, for 
the purpose of making a cabbage garden. 

By Mr. Dollond’s saying, that my double spectacles can 
only serve particular eyes, 1 doubt he has not been nghtly 
informed of their construction. | imagine it will be found. 
pretty generally true, that the same convexity. of glass,’ 
through which a man sees clearest and best at the distance 
proper for reading, is not the best for greater distances. i 
therefore had formerly two pair of spectacles, which: L 
shifted occasionally, as in travelling [ sometimes read, and, 
often wanted to regard the prospects. Finding this change. 
troublesome, and not always sufficiently ready, L had the 
glasses. cut, and half of each kind associated in the same 
circle, thus— ; a! 


least convex 
| for distant objects 
te 


least convex 
most convex | 
- for reading 


; most convex y) 
ag ong 

By this means, as | wear my spectacles constantly, I have 
only:te move my eyes up or down, as I want to see dis- 
tinctly far or near, the proper glasses being always ready. 
This. find more particularly convenient since my ‘being in 
France; the glasses that serve me best at table to see what I 
eat, not being the best to see the faces of those on the other 
side of the table who speak to me; and! when one’s‘ears are 
not, well accustomed to the sounds of a language, a sight of 
the- movements in the features of him: that speaks;: helps’ to” 
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explain; so that I understand French better by the ~ of 
my spectacles. ‘ia) 

My intended euteslagin of your piece, the only one L haar 
who understands the subject, as well as the two languages, 
{which a translator ought to do, or he cannot make so good 
a translation), is at present occupied in an affair that prevents 
his undertaking it; but that will soon be over. I thank you 
for the notes. I should be nee to have another of the perhtanl 
pamphlets. | 

_ We shall always be ready to take your children if you send 
dios tous. - L only wonder, that since London draws to itself, 
and consumes such numbers of your country people, the 
country. should not, to supply their places, want and willingly 
receive the children you have to. dispese of. ‘That. circum- 
stance, together with the multitude who voluntarily part with 
their freedom as men, to serve for a time as lacqueys, or for 
life as soldiers, in consideration of small wages, seems. to me 
proof that your island is ov er pooslog And yet it is afraid. 
of emigrations ! , Ny 

Adieu, my dear friend, and Leslilece me ever, yours very 
affectionately, | B. FRANKLIN. 


To oe & 
Dissuading him from attempting crossing to England in a 
_ balloon. 
Dear Sir, : Passy, June 20, 1785. 
have just received the only letter from you 
that has given me pain. It informs me of your intention to 
attempt passing to. England in the car of a balloon. In the 
present imperfect state of that invention, I think it much too 
soon to hazard a voyage of that distance, Tt is said here by. 
some of those who have had experience, that as yet they have 
not found means to keep up a balloon more than two hours ; 
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for that by now and then losing air to prevent rising too 
high and bursting, and now and then discharging ballast to 
avoid descending too low, these means of regulation are ex- 
hausted. Besides this, all the circumstances of danger by 
disappointment, inthe operation of Soupapes,' &c. &e. seem 
not to be yet well known, and therefore not easily provided 
against. For on Wednesday last M. Pilatre de Rosier, who 
had studied the subject as much as any man, lost his support 
in the air, by the bursting of his balloon, or by some other 
means we are yet unacquainted with, and fell with his com- 
panion® from the height of one thousand toises, on the rocky 
coast, and were both found dashed to pieces. You, having 
lived a good life, do not fear death. But pardon the anxious 
freedom of a friend, if he tells you that the continuance of 
your life being of importance to your family and your coun- 
try, though you might laudably hazard it for their good, you 
have no right to risk it for a fancy. I pray God this may 
reach you in time, and have some effect towards changing 
yout wae: being ever, my dear friend, yours affectionately, 
B, FRANKLIN, 


To GRANVILLE SuHarPE, Esq. 


Law of on pg og of bishops— Abridgment of the 

Liturgy. | | 
Dear Sir, Passy, July 5, 1785. 

Bias J received the books you were so kind as to 
send me by Mr. Drown. Please to accept my hearty thanks. 
Your writings, which always have some public good for their 
object, I always read with pleasure. J am perfectly of your 
opinion with respect to the salutary law of gavel-kind, and 
hope it may in time be established throughout America. In 


* Valves. * The Marquis d’Arlandes. 
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six of the states already the lands of intestates are divided 
equally among the children if all girls ; bit there is a double 
share given to the eldest son, for which I see no more reason 
than in giving such share to the eldest daughter; and think 
there should be no distinction. Since my being last in France, 
T have seen several of our eldest sons spending idly their fors 
tunes by residing in Europe, and neglecting their own couns 
try ; these are from the southern states:’ The northern young 
men stay at home, and are industrious useful citizens; the 
more equal division of their fathers’ fortunes not enabling 
them to ramble and spend ‘their shares abroad,’ which 3 is SO 
much the better for their eduntry. °° o'rsor a 
I like’ your piece on the election of bishops. There 2 
fact in Hollingshed’s’ Chronicle, the latter part relating to 
‘Scotland, which shows, if my memory does not deceive me, 
that the first bishop in that country was elected by the elergy ; 
[ mentioned it some time past in a letter to two young men," 
who asked my advice about obtaining ordination, which had 
been denied them ‘hy ‘the: bishops in England, unless they 
would take the oath of allegiance to the king; and I said, I 
imagine that unless a bishop is soon sent over, with a power 
to consecrate others, so that we may have no future occasion 
of applying to England for ordination, we eat, think it right 
after reading your piece, to elect alsoy.-.- 0 os 

The liturgy you mention was an abridgment of that made 
bya noble lord of my acquaintance, who requested me to assist 
him by taking the rest of the book,’ via. the catechism and the 
reading and singing psalms. .. These I-abridged by retaining 
of the catechism only the two questions, What is your duty to 
God? What is your duty to your neighbor ? with answers, 
The psalms were much contracted by leaving. out, the.repeti- 


_* See Letter to Messrs. Weems and Gant, July. 18,.1784. 
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tious (of which I found more than I could have imagined) and 
the imprecations, which appeared not to suit well the Christian 
doctrine of forgiveness of injuries, and doing good to enemies. 
The book was printed for Wilkie in St. Paul’s Church-yard, but 
never much noticed. Some were given away, very few sold, 
and I suppose the bulk became waste paper. In the prayers 
so much was retrenched, that approbation could hardly be ex- 
pected ; but I thmk with you a moderate abridgment eee 
not only be useful, but generally acceptable. 

~T am now on the point of departing for America, where I 
shall be glad occasionally to hear from you, and of your wel- 
fare ; being with sincere and great esteem, dear sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Daviv Harttey, Esq. M.P. . 
To take leave on quitting Europe. — 
Passy, July 5, 1785. 

I cannot quit the coasts of Europe without taking 
leave of my ever dear friend Mr. ‘Hartley. We were long 
- fellow-laborers in the best of all works, the work of peace. 
T leave you atill in the field; but having finished my day’s task, 
Tam going home to go to bed ! Wish me a good night’s rest, 
as I do you a pleasant evening. Adieu ! and believe me ever 
yours most affectionately, C  '&B. FRANKLIN, 

Am eomeI sit: toly ™ in his 80th — 


‘To ie thisitainiicats iin appetite 
sano. i» | On: his intended bust, by. Houdon. i 
Dear Sraye 9 © | Philadelphia, Sept.20, 1785. 

| I am’ just arrived from’a country where the 
reputation of Geueral Washington.runs very high, and where 
every body wishés to'see him'in person; but being told that it 
is not likely he ever will favor them with a visit, they hope 
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at least for.a. sight. of his perfect resemblance by means of 
their, principal .statuary,. Mr. Houdon, whom-Mr, Jefferson 
and myself agreed with to come over for.the purpose of taking 
a bust, in order. to make the intended statue for the state of 
Virginia.. He is here; but, the_materials and instruments he 
sent down the Seine from Paris not being arrived at Havre 
when we. sailed, he was obliged to leave them, and is now 
busied in supplying himself here. . As.soon.as that is done, he 
proposes to wait on you in Virginia, as he understands there is 
no. prospect of your coming hither, which.would indeed make 
me very happy, as-it would give me the opportunity_of con- 
gratulating with you personally on .the final success of your 
long and painful labors in. the service of our country,..which 
have laid us all under eternal obligations. With the greatest 
and most sincere esteem and respect, ..am, dear sir, your 
most obedient-and most humble-servant,, .B.: FRanK.LiN, 


ANSWER ‘TO THE ForEcoine. | 
Te THE Honorasie Dr. Franxkuin. 


DEAR Sir, box. Mount Ve: ernon,, Sept, 26, 1785. 
I had just written, and was about to. put.into 

the hands of Mr. ‘Taylor, (a gentleman in. the department. of 
the secretary for foreign affairs,).the. enclosed letter,?. when I 
had the honor to receive your favor of the 20th instant. aie 

1 have: a grateful sense of the partiality of the French na- 
tion towards me: and [ feel very sensibly for the indulgent 
expression of your letter, which does’ thé-great-honor. © 

When it suits “Mr. Houdon to-come hither, I will accom- 
modate him in the best manner I am able, and shall. sagea 
vor to render, his stay as agreeable as I can. ' 
+ This was a congratulatory letter to Dr. Franklin off his return to 
America, and will be found in the sans of his Life, a Ve dais 382, 
4to. edit. 67.8 pA ys gt Song.) at Os Bea 
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It would give me infinite pleasure to see you.  At’this 
place I dare not look for it, although to entertain you under 
my own roof would be doubly gratifying. When, or whether 
ever, I shall have the satisfaction of seeing you at’ Philadel: 
phia is uncertain, as retirement from the walks of public life 
has not been so productive of that leisure and ‘ease, as might 
have been expected. With very great esteem and ees { 
am, dear sir, a most obedient humble servant, © 

ota WasnincTon. 


| To Mr. anb Mis. he , 
Answer to their congratulations on his arr rane in America. 
DEAR FRIENDS, Philadelphia, Sept.2i, 1783. 

I received your very kind letter of the 16th, 
congratulating me on my safé arrival with my grandsons ; an 
event that indeed makes me very happy, being what I have 
long ardently wished, and considering the growing infirmities 
of age, began almost to despair of. I am now in the bosom 
of my family, and find four new little prattlers, who cling 
about the knees of their grandpapa, and afford me great plea- 
sure. ‘The affectionate welcome I met with from my fellow- 
citizens was far beyond my expectation: I bore my voyage 
very well, and find myself rather better for it; so that 1 have 
every possible reason to be Satisfied with my having under- 
taken and performed it. When Jd was at Passy I could not 
bear a wheel carriage ; and being discouraged in my project 
of descending the Seine in a boat, by the difficulties and 
tediousness of its navigation’ in so dry a season, | accepted 
the offer of one of the king’s litters, carried by large mules, 
which brought me well, though m walking slowly, to Havre. 
Thence I went over in a packet boat to Southampton, where 
I staid four days, till. the ship came for me to Spithead. 
Several of my London friends came there to see me, particue 
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larly the good “Bishop of St. Asaph and family, who staid 
with me to the last. In short I am now so well as to think 
it possible that I may once more have the pleasure of seeing 
you both perliaps at New York, with my dear young friends 
(who I hope may not have quite forgotten me); for I imagine, 
that on the sandy road between Burlington and Amboy. I 
could bear an easy coach, and the rest is water. -I rejoice to 
hear that you continue well; bemg with true and great esteem 
and: gta pour most obedient _— rag to sgucdo 
ott ti aevig AB. FRavenis. 


To cine anny, Eso. 
i Beeeeh Mrceh erste Ole of America. be Hoste Ae a 
Diran Sin} ev pest! Philadelphia, Oct..27, 1785. 
_>.' I received at Havre de Grace 6 copies of your 

print, which I brought with me hither. 1! shall frame and 
keep one of them in my best room. [| shall send one to Mr. 
Jay, and give the others among some friends who esteem.and 
respect you as we do. 

Your newspapers are filled with accounts of distresses and 
miseries that:these states are plunged into since their separa- 
tion from Britain.. You may believe me when I tell you that 
there is no truth in those accounts. I find ali property in 
lands and houses augmented vastly in value ; that of houses 
and towns at least four-fold. “The crops have been plentiful, 
and yet the produce sells high, to the great profit of the farmer. 
At the same time all imported goods sell at low rates, some 
cheaper than the first cost. Working people have plenty of 
employ and high pay for their labor. These appear tome 
as certain signs of public prosperity.| Some traders indeed 
complain that trade is dead; but this pretended evil is not 
an-effect of inability in the people to buy, pay for, and con- 
sume the ustal articles’ of commerce, as far as they have 
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occasion for them, “it is owitg merély to there being too 
many traders who have crowded hither from all parts of Eu- 
rope with more goods than the natural demand of the country 
requires. - And what in Europe is called the debt of America 
is chiefly the debt of these adventurers and supercargoes to 
their principals, with which the settled inhabitants of America, 
who never paid better for what they want and buy, have no- 
thing to do. As to the contentment of the inhabitants’ with 
the change of government, methinks a-stronger proof cannot 
be desired, than what they have given in my reception. You 
know the part [ had in that change; and you see in the papers 
te addresses from all ranks with whicl: your friend was wel- 
comed home, and the sentiments they contain confirmed yes- 
terday in. the choice of him for president by the council and 
new assembly, which was unanimous; a ee voice in eR te! 
seven excepted. pees! ‘naididee 

I remember you used to wish for newspapers ¥en Sine 
rica. Herewith 1 send a few, and you. shall be regularly. 
supplied, if you can put me in a way of sending them, so. as: 
that you may not-be obliged to pay postage. __ a 

With unchangeable esteem and respect 1.am, my dene 
fnead, yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN». 


‘To M. Maruon DE LA OnE " 

Bad si | On his writings. | 
SiR, | Philadelphia, Nov. 18, 1785. 

oe I received duly the letter you did me the honor 
of writing to me the 25th of June past, together with the col- 
lection you, have made des comptes rendus de vos contrbleurs 
généraux ; and your Discours sur les moyens dencourager le 
patriotisme dans les monarchies. The first isa valuable work, 
as containing a great deal, of useful information 3 but the se- 
cond I am particularly charmed with, the sentiments being 
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delightfully just, and expressed with such force and clearness, 
that I am persuaded the pamphlet, though small, must have 
a great effect on the minds of both princes and. people, and 
thence be productive of much goodto.mankind. Be pleased 
to accept my hearty thanks for both. 

 Itis ‘right»to be sowing good seed whenever we sends an 
opportunity, since ‘some of it may be productive. An in- 
stance of this: you should: be acquainted with, as it may afford 
you pleasure. -. The reading of Fortuné. Ricard’s Testament 
has put»it into the head and heart of a citizen to leave two 
thousand pounds sterling to two American cities, who-are to, 
lend it in small-sums at five per cent. to young beginners in 
business; and the accumulation, after an hundred years, to be 
laid out in public works: of benefit to those cities.*. "With 
great.esteem, I haye the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


> peo Drs Bancrort, E.R.S.&e. Loxpon; ? 
On a proposed new edition'of Dr. Franklin's writings; by Mr. 

Dilly, the bookseller—A commercial et wn Great 

Britain and the United States. OR | 


Dear Siz, Philadelphia, Nob. 96, 1785. 

[ received your kind letter of September 5, 
informing me of the intention Mr. Dilly has of printing anew 
edition of my writings, and of his desire that I would furnish 
him with such additions as [ may think proper. At present 
all my papers and manuscripts are so mixt with other things, 
by the confusions occasioned in sudden and various removals 
during the late troubles, that I ‘can hardly find any thing. 
But ‘having weatly finished” an addition to ay i WHER. 


See dudcit § to Dr. Franklin’ s will, in Memoirs of his el? Part Ve 
P. 418. ato. ed. 5 
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will afford me room to put all im order, I hope soon to be 
able to comply with such a request; but I hope Mr. Dilly 
will have a good understanding in the affair with Henry 
and Johnson, who having risked the former impressions, 
may suppose they thereby acquired some right in the copy. 
As to the life proposed to be written, if it be by the same 
hand who. furnished a sketch to Dr. Lettsom, which he sent 
me, I am afraid it will be found too full of errors for either 
you or me to correct: and having been persuaded by my 
friends, Messrs. Vaughan and Monsieur Le Veillard, Mr. 
James of this place, and some others, that such a life, writ- 
ten by myself, may be useful to the rising generation, 1 have 
made some progress in it, and hope to finish it this winter ; 
so 1 cannot but wish that project of Mr. Dilly’s biographer 
may be laid aside. Jam nevertheless thankful to oan for your 
friendly offer of correcting it. 

As to public affairs, it is long since I gave over all expec- 
tations of a commercial treaty between us and Britain; and 
T think we can do as well, or better without one than she can. 
Qur harvests are plenty, our produce fetches a high price in 
hard money, and there is in-every part of our country incon- 
testable. marks of public felicity. We discover, indeed, some 
errors in our general and particular constitutions, which it is 
no wonder they should have, the time in which they were 
formed being considered. But these we shall soon mend. 
The little disorders. you have heard of in some of the states, 
raised by a few wrong heads, are subsiding, and will proba- 
bly soon be extinguished. My best wishes and those of my 
family attend you. We shall be happy to see you here, 
when it suits you to. visit Us ; being with sincere and great 
esteem, my dear friend » yours most affectionately, 

B, Franx LIN, 


~ 
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- To Dr. Suretey, Bisnor or St. ASAPH. , 
crop eeeunen ep tacemied Various matter. aR; 


“Dear Friznp, Philadelphia, Feb. 24, 1786, 


I received lately your kind letter of Novem- 
ber 27. My reception here was, as you have heard, very 
honorable indeed ; but I was betrayed by it and by some 
remains of mene from which I[ had imagined myself free, 
to accept of the chair of government for the state of Penn- 
sylvania, when the proper thing for me was repose anda 
private life. I hope however to be able to bear the fatigue 
for one year, and then to retire. | 
I have much regretted our haying so little opportunity for 
conversation when we last met. You could have given me 
informations and counsels that I wanted; but we were scarce 
a minute together without being broken in upon. I am to 
thank you however for the pleasure | had after our parting, 
in reading the new book” you gave me, which | think gene- 
rally well written and likely to do good ; though the reading 
time of most people is of late so taken up with newspapers 
and little periodical pamphlets, that few now-a-days venture 
to attempt reading a quarto volume. I have admired to see 
that in the last century a folio, Burton on Melancholy, went 
through six editions in about forty years. We have, I believe, 
more readers now, but not of such large books. sa 
You seem desirous of knowing what progress we make 
here in improving our governments. We are I think in the 
right road of improvement, for we are making experiments. 
I do not oppose all that seem wrong, for the multitude are 
more effectually set right by experience, than kept from going 


Pt Southampton, previous to Dr. Franklin’s embarking for the 
United States. See Memoirs of his Life, part iv. oe 372. 4to. ed. 
* Paley’s Moral Philosophy. 
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wrong by reasoning with them :-and-I think we are daily 
more and more enlightened ; so that 1 have no doubt of our 
obtaining ma few years as much public felicity as good go- 
yernment is capable of affording. Your newspapers are filled 
with fictitious accounts of anarchy, confusion, distresses and 
miseries we are supposed to be involved in, as consequences 
of the revolution ; and the few remaining friends of the old 
government among us take pains to magnify every little in- 
convenience a change in the course of commerce may have 
occasioned. ‘lo obviate the complaints they endeavor to ex- 
cite, was written the enclosed little piece,* from which you 
may form a truer idea of our situation than your own public 
prints would give you : and I can assure you that the creat 
body of-our nation find themselves happy in the change, and 
have not the smallest inclination to return to the domination 
of Britain: ‘There could not be a stronger proof of the cene- 
ral approbation of the measures that promoted the change, 
and of the change itself, than has been given by the assembly 
and council of this state, im the nearly unanimous choice for 
their governor, of one who had been so much concerned in 
those measures ; the assembly being themselves the unbribed 
choice of the people, and therefore may be truly supposed of 
the same sentiments. I say nearly unanimous, because of 
between 70 and 80 votes, there were only my own and one 
other in the negative. 

As to my domestic PS of which you Siedly 
desire to hear something, they are at present as happy as I 
could wish them. I am surrounded by my offspring, a duti- 
ful and affectionate daughter in my house, with six grand- 
children, the eldest of which you have seen, who is now at 
college in the next. street, finishing the learned part of his 
education ; the others promising both for parts and good dis- 


* Uncertain what piece is alluded to, 
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positions. | What their conduct may be when they grow up 
and enter the important scenes of life, I shall not live to:see, 
and I cannot foresee. I therefore enjoy among them. the 
present hour, and leave the future to Providence. 9 © c~¥ 
-o He that raises a large family does indeed, while he lives 
to observe them, stand, as Watts says, a broader mark for 
sorrow; but then he stands a broader mark for pleasure too. 
When we launch our little fleet of barks into the ocean, bound 
to. different ports, we hope for each a prosperous voyage’; 
but contrary winds, hidden shoals, storms and enemies, come 
in for a share in the disposition of events; and though these 
occasion a mixture of disappointment, yet considering. the 
risk where we can make no insurance, we should think our- 
selves happy if some return with success. My son’s:son, 
(Temple Franklin) whom you have also seen, having had a 
fine farm of 600 acres conveyed to him by his father when 
we were at Southampton, has dropped for the present his 
views of acting in the political line, and applies himself ar- 
dently to the study and practice of agriculture. This is much 
more agreeable to me, who esteem it the most useful, the 
Hiost independent, and therefore the noblest of employments. 
His lands are on navigable water, communicating with the 
Delaware, and but about sixteen miles from this city. He 
has associated to himself a very skilful English farmer lately 
arrived here, whois to instruct him in the business, and par- 
takes for a term of the profits ; so that there is a great appa- 
rent probability of their success. You will kindly expect a 
word or two concerning myself. My health and spirits con- 
tinue, thanks to God, as when.you saw me. “The only com- 
plaint I then had ‘does not grow worse, and is tolerable. 1 
still have enjoyment in the company of miy friends; and 
being easy in my circumstances, have many reasons to like 
living. But the course of nature must soon put a period to 
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my present mode of existence. This I shall submit to with 
less regret, as, having seen during a long life a good deal of 
this world, I feel a growing curiosity to be acquainted with 
some other; and can cheerfully with filial confidence resign 
my spirit to the conduct of that great and good parent of 
mankind. who created it, and who has so graciously pro- 
tected and prospered me from my birth to the present hour. 
Wherever I am, I hope always to retain. the pleasing re- 
membrance of your friendship; being with sincere and great 
emits my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
i B. FRANKLIN. 

We ‘all j join in respects to Mrs. a and best wishes 

for the whole amiable family. 


To M. Le ——ow OF Panbyy 


On the fishing state. of A aesacnallled Cardinal es 
Rohan, &c. $c. . 


» Philadelphia, rae — 1786, 
My pEAR Frignn,.. 
LI received and read. with great ails your kind 
Lethe i. October 9. It informed me of your welfare, and 
that of the best of good women, and of her amiable daughter, 
who I think will tread in her steps. My effects came all in 
the same ship, in good order; and we are now drinking 
every day:les eaux epurées de Passy with great satisfaction, 
as they kept well, and seem to be rendered more agreeable 
by the long voyage. Jam here in the bosom of my family, 
and am not only happy myself, but have the felicity of seeing 
my country so. Be assured that all the stories spread in the 
English papers of our distresses, and confusions, and discon- 
tents with our new governments, are as chimerical as the his- 
tory of my being in chains at Algiers. They exist only in 
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the wishes of our éeftemies. America never was in. higher 
prosperity, her produce abundabt and bearing a good price, 
her workiig people all employed and well paid, and all pto- 
perty in lands aid houses of more than treble the value it 
bore before the war; and ovr comnierce being no longer the 
monopoly of British merchants, we are furnished with all 
the foreign commodities we need, at much more reasonable 
rates than heretofore. So that we have no doubt of being 
able to discharge more speedily the debt incurred by the war 
than at first was apprehended. Our modes of collecting 
taxes are indeed a8 yet imperfect, and we have need of more 
skill in financiering; bwt we improve in that kind of know- 
_ledge daily by experience. That our people are contented 
with the revolution, with their new constitutions, and therr 
foreign connexions, nothing can afford a stronger proof than 
the universally cordial and joyous reception with which they 
welcomed the return of one that was supposed to have had a 
considerable share in promoting them. All this is in an- 
swer to that part of your letter in which you seem to have 
been too much impressed with some of the ideas which those 
lying English papers endeavor to inculcate concerning us. 

I am astonished by what you write concerning the Prince 
Evéque. Uf the charges against him are riade good, it will 
be another instance of the truth of those proverbs which 
teach us, that prodigality begets necessity ; that without eco- 
nomy no revenue is sufficient ; and that it és hard for an-emply 
sack to stand upright. 

I am. glad to hear of the marriage of Miss Brillon; for 
every thing that may contribute to the happiness of that be- 
loved family gives. me pleasure. Be pleased to offer them 
my felicitations, and assure them of my best wishes... - 


® The Cardinal de Rohan. 
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Will you also be so good. as to. present my respectful com- 
pliments to Madame la. Duchesse d’Enville, and_ to M. le 
Duc de la Rochefoucault? You may communicate the 
political part of this letter to that excellent man. His good 
‘heart will rejoice to hear of the welfare of America. 

_. Lmade. no progress when at sea in the history you men- 
tion:*. but I was not idle there, having written three pieces, 
each of some length: one on nautical matters; another on 
chimnies ; and a third a description of my vase for con- 
suming smoke, with directions for using it.* These are all 
now printing in the Transactions of our Philosophical Society, 
of which I hope soon to send you a copy. 

_. My grandsons present their compliments. The eldest is 
‘very busy in preparing for a country life, being to enter upon 
his farm the 25th instant. It consists of about 600 acres, 
bounding on navigable water, 16 miles from Philadelphia. 
The youngest is at college, very diligent in his studies. You 
know my situation, volved in public cares; but they can- 
not make me forget that you and I love one another, and that 
I am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mrs. Hewson, Lonpon. 


gee a: arious matter. 
My.puarFrienp,  —_ Philadelphia, May 6, 1786. 
__.,. Along winter has passed and I have not had the 
pleasure of a line from. you, acquainting me with your and 
your children’s. welfare, since I left England. 1 suppose 
you have been in Yorkshire out of the way and knowledge of 


_ * Dr. Franklin’s Memoirs of his Life. 
* See Writings, Part LV. Papers on Philosophical Subjects. 
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opportunities; for I will not think you ‘have forgotten me. 
To make me some amends, I received a few days past a 
Jarge packet from Mr. Williams, dated September, 1776, 
near ten years since, contaiming three letters from you, one 
of December 12,1775. ‘This packet had been received by 
Mr. Bache after my departure for France, lay dormant among 
his papers-during all my absence, and has just now broke out 
upon me dike words, that had beeu, as somebody said, ‘ con- 
geuled in northern air.” Therein I find all the pleasing 
little family history of your children ; how-William had begun 
to spell, overcoming by strength of memory all the diffi- 
culty occasioned by the common wretched alphabet ; while 
you were convinced of the utility of our new one. How 
Tom, genius-like, struck out new paths, and relinquishing the 
old names of the letters, called U Bell and P Bottle. How 
Eliza began to grow jolly, that is fat and handsome, resem- 
bling Aunt Rook, whom I used to call my dovely: together 
with all the then news of Lady Blunt’s having produced at 
length a boy; of Delly’s being well, and of poor good Ca- 
therine’s ‘decease. Of your affairs with Muir and Atkinson, 
and of their contract for feeding the fish in the chamel. Of 
the Vinys, and their jaunt to Cambridge in the long carriage. 
Of Dolly’s journey to Walés with Mr. Scot. Of the 
Wilkes’s, the Pearces, Elphinston, &e. &c, Concludmg 
with a kind of promise, that as soon as the ministry and 
congress agreed to make peace, [ should have you with me m 
America. “That peace has been some time made, but alas! 
the promise is not yet fulfilled:-—-And why is it not fulfilled? 
~ Thave found my family here in health, good circumstances, 
and well respected by their fellow-citizens. The companions 
of my-youth~are~indeed-almost-all- departed; -but-I-find-an, 
agreeable society among their children and. grand-children. [ 
have public business enough to preserve me from ennui, and 
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private amusement besides, in conversation, books, my gar- 
den, and cribbage. Considering our well-furnished plentiful 
market as the best of gardens, I am turning mine, in the 
midst of which my house stands, into grass_ plats, and gravel 
walks, with trees and flowering shrubs. Cards we sometimes 
play here in long winter evenings, but it is as they play at 
chess, not for money but for honor, or the pleasure of beating 
one another. This will not be quite a novelty to you; as you 
may remember we played together in that manner during the 
winter you helped me to pass so agreeably at Passy. Ihave 
gadeed now and then a little compunction in reflecting that I 
spend time so idly; but another reflection comes to relieve 
me, whispering, “ You know the soul is immortal ; why then 
should you be such a niggard of a little time, when you have 
a whole eternity before you?” So being easily convinced, 
and, like other reasonable creatures, satisfied with a small rea- 
son, when it is in favor of domg what I have a mind to do, I 
shuffle the cards again and begin another game. 

As to public amusements, we have neither plays nor ope- 
ras, but we had yesterday a kind of oratorio, as you will see 
by the enclosed paper; and we have assemblies, balls, and 
concerts, besides little parties at one another’s houses, in 
which there is sometimes dancing, and frequently good 
music; so that we jog on in life as pleasantly as you do in 
England, any where but in London; for there you have plays 
performed .by good actors. ‘That however is, I think, the 
only advantage London bas over Philadelphia. 

Temple has turned his thoughts to agriculture, which he 
pursues ardently, being in possession of a fine farm that his 
father lately conveyed to him. Ben is finishing his studies at 
college, and continues to behave as well as when you knew 
him, so that I still think he will make you a good son. His 
younger brothers and sisters are also all promising, appear- 
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ing to have good tempers and dispositions, as’ well as good 
constitutions. As to myself, I think my general health and 
spirits rather better than when you saw me, and the particu- 
lar malady I then complained of, continues tolerable. With 
sincere and very great esteem, | am ever, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. My children and grand-children join with me in best 
wishes for you and yours. My love to my godson, to Eliza, 
and tohonest Tom. They will all find agreeable companions 
here. Love to Dolly,’ and tell her she will do well to come 


with you. 
To Noau WesstTer, EsQ.; 


On a reformed alphabet. 

Sir, _» Philadelphia, June 18, 17863 
I received the letter you did me the honor of 

writing to me the 24th past; with the scheme enclosed of 
your reformed alphabet. I think the reformation not only 
necessary, but practicable; but have so much to say to you 
on the subject, that I wish to see and confer with you upon 
it, as that would save much time and writing. Sounds, till 
such an alphabet is fixed, not being easily explained or. dis- 
coursed of clearly upon paper. I have formerly considered 
this matter pretty fully, and contrived some of the means of 
carrying it into execution, so as gradually to render the re« 
formation general. Our ideas are so nearly similar, that [ 
make no doubt of our easily agreeing on the plan, and you 
may depend on the best support I may be able to give it, as 
a part of your institute, of which I wish you would bring 


, ~ * Mrs. Dorothy Blunt. 
VOL, I. Oo 
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with you a complete copy, haying as yet seen only-a part of 
it: I shall then.be better able to recommend it as you desire. 
Hoping to have soon the pleasure of seeing you, I do not 
enlarge, but am with sincere esteem, sir, your most, obedient 
and most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


Te WittiamM Cooke, EsgQ.; 


» On naming the new state of F RANKLIN. - 4 
BERyesn0v. oe Philadelphia, August 12, 1786... 
» [received yesterday the letter you did me the ho- 
nor of writing to me on the 15th of June past. I had never 
before been acquainted that the name of your intended new 
state had any relation with my name, having understood that 
it was called Frank Land. It is a very great honor indeed 
that its inhabitants have done me, and I should be happy if it 
were in my power to show how sensible I am of it, by. some-~ 
thing more essential than my wishes for their prosperity. 
Having resided some years past in Europe, and being but 
lately arrived thence, I have not had an opportunity: of 
being well informed of the points in dispute between you 
and the state of North Carolina. I can therefore only. say, 
that I think you are perfectly right in resolving to submit 
them to the discretion of congress, and to abide by their de- 
termination, It is a wise and impartial tribunal, which can 
have no sinister views to warp its judgment. It 1s happy for 
us all, that we have now in our own country such a council 
to apply to, for composing our differences, without. being 
obliged, as formerly, to carry them across the ocean to be 
decided, at.an immense expense, by a council which knew 
little of our affairs, would hardly. take any pains to  under- 
stand them, and which often treated our applications. with 
contempt, and rejected them with injurious language. Let 
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us therefore cherish and respect our own tribunal ; for the 
more generally itis held in high regard, the more able it will 
be to answer effectually the ends of mstitution, the quieting 
of our contentions, and thereby promoting our common 
peace and happiness. | ! 
{ do not hear any talk. of an adjournment of congress con- 
cerning which you inquire; and J rather think it likely they 
may continue to sit out their year, as it is but lately they have 
been able to make a quorum for business, which must there- 
fore probably be in arrear. If you proceed in your intended 
journey, I shall be glad to see you as you pass through Phi- 
ladelphia. In the meantime, I have the honor to be, very 
respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
: B. FRANKLIN. 


To CoLongEL Hunter; / 


On the state of aia Se, vm 

3 nie iebsitie Nov. 24, 1786. 
-Mvy-prar oxp Frienp, jet 
It rejoiced me much to learn ta ‘your kind band 
of February last, which I received about ten days since, that 
you are still'in the land of the living; and that you are snug 
at Bath, the very place that I think gives you the best chance 
of passing the evening of life agreeably. I too am got into 
my niche, after being kept out of it 24 years by foreign em+ 
ployments. » [t isa very good house that I built'so long age 
to retire into, without being able till now to enjoy it. Iam 
again surrounded by my friends, with a fine family of grand+ 
children about my knees, and an affectionate good daughter 
and son-in-law to take care of me. And after fifty years’ 
public service, I have the pleasure to find the esteem of my: 
country with regard tome undiminished; the late re-election: 
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of me to the presidentship, notwithstanding the different par- 
ties we are split into, being absolutely unanimous. This I 
tell you, not merely to indulge my own vanity, but because 
I know you love me, and will be pleased to hear of whatever 
happens that is agreeable to your friend. 

I find Mr. Anstey, whom you recommend to me, a very 
agreeable sensible man, and shail render him any service that 
may lie in my power. I thank you for the New Bath Guide: 
I had read it formerly, but it has afforded me fresh pleasure. 

Your newspapers, to please honest John Bull, paint our 
situation here in frightful colors, as if we were very misera- 
ble since we broke our connexion with him. But I will give 
you some remarks by which you may form your own judg- 
ment. Our husbandmen, who are the bulk of the nation, 
have had plentiful crops, their produce sells at high prices 
and for ready hard money: wheat, for imstance, at 8s. and 
8s. 6d. per bushel. Our working-people are all employed 
and get high wages, are well fed and well clad. Our estates 
in houses are trebled in value by the rismg of rents since the 
revolution. Buildings in Philadelphia increase amazingly, 
besides small towns arising m ‘every quarter of the country. 
The laws govern, justice is well administered, and property 
as secure as in any country on the globe. Our wilderness 
lands are daily buying up by new settlers, and our settlements 
extend rapidly to the westward. European goods were never 
so cheaply afforded us, as since Britain has no longer the 
monopoly of supplymg us. In short, all among us may be 
happy, who have happy dispositions, such being necessary 
to happiness even in paradise. ua 

{ speak these things of Pennsylvania, with which I am 
most acquainted : as to the other states, when I read in all the 
papers of the extravagant rejoicings every 4th of July, the 
day on which was signed the declaration of independence, I 


PART f. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 213. 


am convinced that none of them are discontented with the 
revolution. 
‘Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever, with sincere 
esteem and affection, yours most truly, 
B. FRANKLIN. — 


To Mr. SMALL. 


Improvement in the Common Prayer Book, &c. &c. 

Dear Frienp, Philadelphia, Feb. 19, 1787. 

I received your favor of June last, and thank you: 
for the kind congratulations contained in it. | What you have 
heard of my malady is true, “ that it does not grow worse.” 
Thanks be to God I still enjoy pleasure in the society of my 
friends and books, and much more in the prosperity of my 
country, concerning —— your people are continually de- 
ceiving themselves. 

I am glad the improvement of the Book of Common. 
Prayer* has met with your approbation and that of good Mrs. 
Baldwin. It is not yet, that I know of, received in public 
practice any where; but as it is said that good motions never 
_die, perhaps in time it may be found useful. 

I read with pleasure the account you give of the florish- 
ing state of your commerce and manufactures, and of the 
plenty you have of resources to carry the nation through all 
its difficulties. You have one of the finest countries in the 
world, and if you can be cured of the folly of making war 
for trade, (in which wars more has been always expended 
than the profits of any trade can compensate) you may make 
it one of the happiest. Make the best of your own natural 
advantages instead of endeavoring to diminish those of other 


* See Lettér to Granville Sharpe, esq. July 5, 1785. 
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nations, and there is no doubt but you may yet prosper and 
florish. Your beginning to consider France no longer as a 
natural enemy, is a mark of progress in the good sense of the 
nation, of which posterity will find the benefit; in the rarity 
of wars, the diminution of taxes, and increase of riches. 

‘As to the refugees whom you think we were so impolitic 
in rejecting, I do not find that they are missed here, or that 
any body regrets their absence. And certainly they must be 
happier where they are, under the government they admire, | 
and be better received among a people whose cause they ‘es- 
poused and fought for, than among those who cannot so soon 
have forgotten the destruction of their habitations, and the 
spilt blood of their dearest friends and near relations. 

T often think with great pleasure on the happy days I 
passed in England with my and your learned and ingenious 
friends, who have left us to join the majority m the world of 
spirits. Every one of them now knows more than all of us 
they have left behind. It is to me a comfortable reflection, 
that since we must live for ever in a future state, there is a 
sufficient stock of amusement in reserve for us, to be found 
in constantly learnmg something new to eternity, the present 
quantity of human ignorance infinitely exceeding that of hu- 
man knowledge. 

Adieu! my dear friend, and. believe me in whatever world, 
yours most affectionately, | B. FRANKLIN, 
| | in his 82d year. 
To M. 28 VEILLARD.. » 
Philadelphia, Aprit 15, 1787. 
(Extract.) ‘I am entirely of. your opinion, that our 


independence is not quite complete till we have discharged. 
our public debt. ‘This state is not behind hand in its propor- 
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tion, and those who are in arrear are actually employed in 
contriving means to discharge their respective balances, but 
they .are not all equally diligent in the business, nor equally 
successful ; the whole will however be paid, I am persuaded, 
in a few years. 

The English have not yet delivered. up the. posts on our 
frontier, agreeable to treaty; the pretence is, that our mer- 
chants here have not paid their debts. I was a little provoked 
when I first heard this, and I wrote some remarks upon. it 
which I send you: they have been written near a year, but 
T have not yet published them, being unwilling to encourage 
any of our people who may beable to pay, in their neglect of 
that duty. ‘The paper is therefore only for your amusement 
and that of our excellent friend the Duke de la Rochefoucault, 

As to my malady, concerning which you so kindly inquire, 
I have never had the least doubt of its bemg the stone; and 
I am sensible that it has increased ; but on the whole it does 
not give me more pain than when at Passy. People who live 
long, who will drink of the cup of life to the very bottom, 
must expect to meet with some of the usual dregs; and when 
I reflect on the number of terrible maladies human nature is 
subject to, I think myself favored in having to my share only 
the stone and gout. 

You were right in conjecturing that I wrote the vetoes 
on the “ thoughts concerning executive justice.”* I have no 
copy of those remarks at hand, and forget how the saying was 
introduced, that it is better a thousand guilty persons should 
escape, than one innocent suffer. Your criticisms thereon 
appear to be just, and I imagine you may have misappre- 
hended my intention in mentioning it. 1 always thought with 
you, that the prejudice in Europe which supposes a family 


..? See Wairines, Parr 1. 


—~S 
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dishonored by. the punishment of one of its members, was very 
absurd, it being on the contrary my opinion, “ that a rogue 
hanged out of a family does it more honor than ten that live 
in it.” 


To tut Duxe DE ta RocHErovucautt, Paris. 


Reply to his congratulations—State of America—Consti- 
tuition thereof—Death of the Duchess D’ Anville—Intro- 
duction of Thomas Paine. 


Philadelphia, April 15541 FOF: 
I have been happy im receiving three very kind let- 
ters from my greatly respected and esteemed friend,-since my 
being in America. They are dated November SO, 85, Feb- 
ruary 8, 86, and January 14, 87. In mine of this date to M. 
le Veillard, | have made the best apology I could for my being 
so bad a correspondent. I will not trouble you with a repe- 
tition of it, as [ know you often see him. I will only confess 
my fault, and trust to your candor and goodness for my pardon. 


2 
- 


Your friendly congratulations on my arrival and reception 
here were very obliging.. The latter was, as you have heard, 
_ extremely flattering. The two parties in the assembly and 
council, the constitutionists and anti-constitutionists jomed in 
requesting my service as counsellor, and afterwards in electing 
meas president. Of seventy-four members in council and 
assembly who voted by ballot, there was m my first election 
but one negative. beside my own; and in the second, after a 
year’s service, only my own. And I experience from all the 
principal people in the government every attention and as- 
sistance that can be desired towards making the task as little 
burthensome to me as possible. So I am going on very com- 
fortably hitherto with my second year, and I donot at present 
see any likelihood of a change: but future events are always 
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uncertain, being governed by providence or subject to chances; 
and popular favor is very precarious, being sometimes Jost as 
well as gained by good actions, so | do mot depend on a con- 
tinuance of my present happiness, and therefore shall not be 
surprised if, before my time of service expires, someting 
should happen to diminish it. 

These states in general enjoy peace and plenty. There’ 
have been some disorders in the Massachusetts and Rhode’ 
island governments; those in the former are quelled for the 
present ; those of the latter, being contentions for and against 
paper money, will probably continue some time. Maryland 
too is divided on the same subject, the assembly being for it, 
and the senate against it. Each is now employed in endea- 
voring to gain the people to its party against the next elections, 
and ’tis probable the assembly may prevail. Paper money in 
moderate quantities has been found beneficial; when more 
than the occasions of commerce require, it depreciated and 
was mischievous ; and the populace are apt to demand more 
than is necessary. In this state we have some, and it is use- 
ful, and I do not hear any clamor for more. 

‘There seems to be but little thought at present in the par- 
ticular states, of mending their particular constitutions; but 
the grand federal constitution is generally blamed as not hav- 
ing given sufficient powers to cangress, the federal head. 
A convention is therefore appointed to revise that constitution, 
and propose a better. You will see by the enclosed paper 
that your friend is to be one in that business, though he doubts 
his malady may not permit his giving constant attendance. I 
am glad to see that ‘you are named as one of a general as- 
sembly to be convened in France. 1 flatter myself that great 
good may accrue to that dear nation from the deliberations of 
such an assembly. I pray God to give it his blessing. 

{ sympathise with you and the family most sincerely, in the 


~ 
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great loss sustamed by the decease of that excellent woman. 
it must be indeed a heavy one. My best wishes attend those - 
that remain, and that the happiness of your sweet domestic 
society may long continue without such another interruption. 

I send herewith a volume of the transaetions of our philo- 
sophical society for you, another for M. de Condorcet, and a 
third for the academy. ‘The war had interrupted our attempts 
to umprove ourselves in scientific matters, but we now begin 
to resume them. 

The bearer of this is Mr. Paine, the author of a famous 
piece intitled Common Sense, published here with great effect 
on the minds of the people at the beginning of the-revolution. 
fHe is an ingenious, honest man, and as such I beg leave to 
recommend him to your civilities. He carries with him the 
model of a bridge of a new construction, his own invention, 
concerning which I intended to have recommended him to 
Mr. Peyronnet, but I hear he is no more. You can easily 
procure Mr. Paine a sight of the models and drawings of the 
collection appertaining to the Ponts et Chaussées; they must 
afford him useful lights on the subject. We want a bridge 
over our river Skuylkill, and have no. artist here regularly bred 
to that kind of architecture. | 

My grandsons are very sensible of the honor of your re- 
membrance, and desire me to. present their respects. 

With the most sincere and perfect esteem and attachment, 
I am ever, my dear friend, your most obedient and most hum- 
ble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


* Fhe Duchess D’Anville, mother of the Duke de la Rochefoucaults. 
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To THz Marguis DE CHASTELLEUX 3? 


Ou receiving his Travels in the United States— Assembly of 
- the notables. 


DEAR Sir, Philadelphia, April 17, 1787. 
Your most pleasmg letter, accompanied by the 
invaluable present of your journal, and translation of Colonel 
Humphrey’s poem, came to hand but lately, though dated ini 
June last. I believe they have been in the West Indies. They 
have given me a great deal of pleasure in the perusal, as every 
thing of yours always did. ‘The portrait you have made of 
‘our country and people is what in painting is called a hand- 
some likeness, for which we-are much obliged to you. We 
shall be the better for it if we endeavor to merit what you 
kindly say in our favor, and to correct what you justly censure. 
I am told the journal is translated into English, and printed 
in one of the states, I know not which, not having seen the 
translation. ies 
. The newspapers tell us, that you are about to have an as- 
sembly of notables, to: consult on improvements of your go- 
vernment. It is somewhat singular, that we should be en- 
gaged in the same project here at the same time; but so it is ; 
and a‘ convention for the purpose of revismg and amending 
our federal constitution is to meet at this place next month. 
I hope both assemblies will be blessed with success, and that 
their deliberations and counsels may promote the happiness 
of both nations. 


+ Francois Jean Marquis pp CuastELLeux, camp-marshal in the 
French army, and a member of the French academy, died at Paris 
October 24, 178%. He was of an illustrious family, to which he was 
an ornament by his military services and his literary works, of which 
the principal are, a Treatise on Public Happiness, 8vo. and Travels in 
North America in 1780,—1782, 8vo. 
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In the state of Pennsylvania, government, notwithstanding 
our parties, goes on at present very smoothly, so that [ have 
much less trouble in my station than was expected. Massa- 
chusetts has lately been disturbed by some disorderly peoples 
but they are now quelled. ‘The rest of the states go on pretty 
well, except some dissensions in Rhode Island and Maryland 
respecting paper money. Mr. Paine whom you know, and 
who undertakes to deliver this letter to you, can give you full 
information of our affairs, and therefore I need not enlarge 
upon them. I beg leave to recommend him to your civilities. 
I have fulfilled all your commissions to the ladies here, who 
are much flattered by your kind remembrance of them. My 
family join in every sentiment of esteem and respect with, my 
dear friend, yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Messrs. THE ABBES CHALUT AND ARNAUD. 


Dear Frienps, — Philadelphia, April 17, 1787. 
Your reflections on our situation compared with 
that of many nations of Europe, are very sensible and just. 
Let me add, that only a virtuous people are capable of free- 
dom. As nations become corrupt and vicious, they aoe 
more need of masters. | 
Our public affairs go on as well as can reasonably be ex- 
pected after so great an overturning. We have had some dis- 
orders in different parts of the country, but we arrange them 
as they arise, and are daily mending and improving; so that 
I have no doubt but all will come right in time. — 3 
_ Yours, | B. FRANKLIN. 
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To M. re Marouis pe LA FAvetTre. 


V arious matter. 


DeEaAR FRIEND, Philadelphia, eel 1G TV SPs 

I received the kind letter you did me the honor 
of writing in February 1786. ‘The indolence of old age, and 
the perpetual teasing of too much business, have made me so 
bad a correspondent, that I have hardly written a letter to 
any friend in Europe during the last twelvemonth: but as [ 
have always a pleasure im hearing from them, which [ cannot 
expect will be continued if I de not write to them, | again 
take up my pen, and begin with those whose correspondence 
is of the greatest value; among which I reckedyy that of the 
Marquis de la Fayette. 

I was glad to hear of your safe return to Paris, aftr so 
long and fatiguing a journey. ‘That is the place where your 
enlightened zeal for the welfare of our country can employ 
itself most to our advantage, and I know it is always at. work, 
and indefatigable. Our enemies are as you observe very in- 
dustrious in depreciating our national character.. Their abuse 
sometimes provokes me, and I am almost ready to retaliate ; 
but I have held my hand, though there is abundant r6om for 
recrimination ; because I would do nothing that might hasten 
another quarrel by exasperating those who are still sore from 
their late disgraces. Perhaps it may be best that they should 
please themselves with fancying us weak, and poor, and divid- 
ed, and friendless; they may then not be jealous of our grow- 
ing strength, (which, since the peace, does really make rapid 
progress) and may be less intent on interrupting it. 

I do not wonder that the Germans, who know little of free 
constitutions, should be ready to suppose that such cannot 
support themselves. We think they may, and we hope to 


202 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART I, 


prove it. That there should be faults in our first sketches or 
plans of government is not surprising; rather, considering the 
times, and the circumstances under which they were formed, 
it is surprising that the faults are so few. Those in the ge- 
neral confederating articles, are now about to be considered 
in a convention called for that express purpose; these will in- 
deed be the most difficult to rectify. ‘Those of particular states 
will undoubtedly be rectified, as their inconveniences shall by 
experience be made manifest. And whatever difference of 
sentiment there may be among us respecting particular regu- 
lations, the enthusiastic rejoicings with which the day of de- 
clared independence is annually celebrated, demonstrate the 
universal satisfaction of the pices with the: revolution and. its 
grand principles. te 

1 enclose the vocabulary you sent me, with the words of 
the Shawanese and Delaware languages, which Colonel Har- 
mar has procured for me. He.is promised, one more:com- 
plete, which I shall send you as soon as it comes to my 
hands. | 

My grandson, whom you so kindly inquire ets is at his 
estate in the Jersies, and amuses himself with cultivating his 
Jands.. I wish he would seriously make a business of it, and 
renounce all thoughts of public employment; for [ think agri- 
culture the most honorable because the most independent of 
all professions. But I believe he hankers a little after Paris, 
or some other of the polished cities of Europe, thmking the 
society there preferable to what he meets. with in the woods 
of Ancocas; as it certainly is, If he was now here, he would 
undoubtedly jom with me and the rest of my family (who are 
much flattered by your remembrance of them) in best wishes 
for your health and prosperity, and that of your whole amiable ~ 
fireside. You will allow an old friend of fourscore to say he 
loves your wife, when he adds, and children, and prays God 


PART I. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.) 923 


to bless them all. Adieu! and believe me ever, yours most 
affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To M. Asse More tert,’ Paris. 


On the freedom of commerce— State of America. 
Philadelphia, April 22, 1787. 


My very DEAR FRIEND, 

I received, though long after they were written, 
your very agreeable favors of October 30, 1785, and Feb- 
ruary 9, 1786, with the pieces enclosed, productions of the 
Auteuil* academy of Belles Lettres. Your kind and friendly 
wishes and congratulations are extremely obliging. It gives 
me an infinite pleasure to find that I still retain a favorable 
place im the remembrance of the worthy and the good, whose 
delightful and instructive society | had the happiness of en- 
joying while I resided in France. Z 

‘But though I could not leave that dear nation writhroute res 
gret, | certainly did right m coming home. Iam here in my 
' niche in my own house in the bosom of my family, my daugh- 
ter and grand-children all about me, among my old friends or 
the sons of my friends who equally respect me, and who all 
speak and understand the same language with me; and you 
know that if a man desires to be useful by the exercise of his 
mental faculties, he loses half their force when in a foreign 
country, where he can only express himself in a language with 
which he is not well acquainted. In short I enjoy here . very 
opportunity of doing good, and every thing else I could 

~* Member of the French academy. 

* The residence of Madame Helvetius, with whom the Abbé Morel- 


‘let, Cabanis, La Roche, and other literary friends passed much of their 
time. 
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wish for, except repose; and that 1 may soon expect either 
by the cessation.of my office, which cannot last more than 
three years, or by ceasing to live. | 

Tam of the same opinion with you respecting the freedom 
of commerce, especially in countries where direct taxes are 
practicable. This will be our case in time, when our wide- 
extended country fills up with inhabitants. But at present 
they are so widely settled, often five or six miles distant from 
one another im the back country, that the collection of a direct 
tax is almost impossible, the trouble of the collectors’ going 
from house to house amounting to more than the value of the 
tax. Nothing can be better expressed than your sentiments 
are on this point, where you prefer liberty of trading, cultivat- 
ing, manufacturing, &c. even to civil liberty, this bemg affect- 
ed but rarely, the other every hour. Our debt occasioned by 
the war being heavy, we are under the necessity of using im- 
posts and every method we can think of to assist in raising a 
revenue to discharge it; butin sentiment we are well disposed 
to abolish duties on im patie as soon as we possibly can 
afford to.do so. | 

Whatever may be. enced bay the English in Europe, you 
may be assured that our people are almost unanimous in 
being: satisfied with the revolution. ‘Their unbounded re- 
speet-for all-who were principally concerned in it, whether as 
warriors or statesmen, and the enthusiastic joy with which the 
day of the declaration of independence is everywhere an- 
nually. celebrated, are mdubitable proof of this truth. In 
one or two of the states there have been some discontents 
on partial and local subjects; these may have been fomented, 
as the accounts of them are exaggerated, by our ancient 
enemies; but they are now nearly suppressed, and the rest 
of the states enjoy peace and good order, and florish amaz- 
ingly. The crops have been good for several years past, the 
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price of country produce high, from foreign demand, and it 
fetches ready money; rents are high in our towns, which 
increase fast by new buildings; laborers and artizans have 
high wages well paid, and vast tracts of new land are con- 
tinually clearing and rendered fit for cultivation. Iam, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Jorpain, Lonpon. 


On receiving his present of a cask of porter-— Herschel’ 
discoveries, &c. 7 


Dear Sir, ~ Philadelphia, May 18, 1787. 

I received your very kind letter of February 27, 
together with the cask of porter you have been so good as 
to send me. We have here at present what the French call 
une assemblée des notables, a convention composed of some 
of the principal people from the several states of our con- 
federation. They did me the honor of dining with me last 
Wednesday, when the cask was broached, and its contents 
met with the most cordial reception and universal approba- 
tion. In short the company-agreed unanimously that it was 
the best porter they had ever tasted. Accept my thanks, a 
- poor return, but all I can make at present. . 

Your letter reminds me of many happy days we have pass- 
ed together, and the dear friends with whom we passed them ; 
some of whom, alas! have left us, and we must regret their 
loss, although our Hawkesworth*' is become an adventuier 
in more happy regions; and our Stanley* gone, ‘“ where only 


- * Jghn Hawkesworth, LL. D. author of the Adventurer, and com- 
piler of the account of the Discoveries made in the South Seas, by 
Captain Cook. 

2°Fohn Stanley, an eminent musician and composer, became blind 
at the age of two years. ; 

VOL, I. P 
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his own harmony can be exceéded.”. ‘You give me, joy. in 
telling me that you are on the pinnacle of conéent.”” With- 
out it no situation can be happy; with it, any. One means 
of becoming content with one’s situation is the comparing 
it with a worse. Thus when I consider how many terrible 
diseases the human body is liable to, I comfort myself that 
only three incurable ones have fallen to my share, viz. the 
gout, the stone, and old age; and that these have not yet de- 
prived me of my natural cheerfulness, my delight in books 
and enjoyment of social conversation. 
-» Lam glad to hear that Mr. Fitzmaurice is married and has 
an amiable lady and children. It is a better plan than that 
he once proposed, of getting Mrs. Wright to make hima 
wax-work wife to sit at the head of his table. For after all, 
wedlock is the natural state of man. A bachelor is not a 
complete human being. He is like the odd half of a pair 
of scissars, which has not yet found its fellow, and therefore 
is not even half so useful as they might be together. 
~L hardly know which to admire most, the wonderful dis- 
coveries made by Herschel,’ or the indefatigable ingenuity 
by which he has been enabled to make them. Let us hope, 
my friend, that when free from these bodily embarrassments, 
we may roam together through some of the systems he has 
explored, conducted by some of our old companions already 
acquainted with them. Hawkesworth will enliven our pre- 
gress with his cheerful sensible converse, and Stanley accom- 
pany the music of the spheres. is 
Mr.-Watraaugh tells me, for 1 immediately mquired after 
her, that your daughter is alive and well. [ remember her a 
most promising and beautiful child, and therefore do not 
wonder that she is grown, as he says, a fine woman. God 


© The astronomer. 
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bless her-and you, my dear friend, and every thing that  per- 

tains to you, is the sincere prayer of yours most’ affection- 

ately, rw .¥ HY - Be Frank inyo 
in his 8@d year. 


To Grorce WHEATLEY, Eso. 


The Philadelphia bank—Commercial tr aoe ans for 
coining—Dr. Riley. , 
Philadelphia, May 18, 1787. 

I received duly my good old friend’s letter of the 
19th of February. I thank you much for :your notes on 
‘banks, they are just and solid, as far as L can judge of them. 
‘Our bank ‘here’ has met with great opposition, partly from 
envy, and partly from those who wish’ an’ emission of «more 
paper money, which they think the bank fluence prevents. 
Butat has stood all attacks, and went on well notwithstandmg 
the assembly repealed its charter. A new assembly has re- 
stored it; and the management is so prudent, that [-have no 
doubt of its continuing to go on well: therdividend has never 
been less than six. per cent., nor will that be augmented for 
some time, as the surplus profit is reserved to'face aceidents. 
The dividend of eleven per cent. which was once made, was 
from a circumstance scarce avoidable. A new company was 
proposed, and prevented only by admitting a number of new 
partners. As many ofthe first set were averse to this and 
chose ‘to withdraw, it was necessary to settle their: accounts ; 
so all were adjusted, the profits shared that had been accu- 


mulated, and the new and old proprietors jointly began-on a. 


new and equal footing. ‘Their notes are always instantly 
paid-on demand, and pass on all occasions as readily as _ 
because they will always produce silver. 

Your. medallion is in good company; it is placed with 
those of Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, Marquis of Rock~« 


~/ 
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ingham, Sir George Saville, and some others who honored 
me with a show of friendly regard when in England. I be- 
lieve I have thanked you for it, but [ thank you again. 

I believe with you, that if our plenipo is desirous of con- 
cluding a treaty of commerce, he may need patience. [If I 
were in his place, and not otherwise instructed, I should be 
apt to say “ take your own time, gentlemen.” If the treaty 
cannot be made as much to your advantage as to ours, don’t 
make it. J am sure the want of it is not more to our dis- 
advantage than to yours. Let the merchants on both sides 
treat with one another. Laissez les faire. 

I have never considered attentively the congress’s scheme 
for coining, and | have it not now at hand, so that at present 
I can say nothing to it. The chief uses of coining seem to 
be the ascertaining the fineness of the metals, and saving the 
time that would otherwise be spent in weighing to ascertain 
the quantity.. But the convenience of fixed values to pieces 
is so great as to force the currency of some whose stamp is 
worn off that should have assured their fineness, and which 
are evidently not of half their due weight; the case at pre- 
sent with the sixpences in Enghnd ; which one with another 
do not weigh three-pence. 

You are now 78, and I am 82: you tread fast upon my 
heels; but though you have more strength and spirit, you 
cannot come up with me till I stop, which must now be soon; 
for I am grown so old as to have buried most of the friends 
of my youth, and I now often hear persons whom I knew 
when children, called ofd Mr. such-a-one, to distinguish 
them from their sons now men grown and in business; so 
that by living twelve years beyond David’s period, I seem 
to have intruded myself into the company of posterity, when 
T ought to have been a-bed and asleep. Yet bad I gone at 
seventy it would have cut off twelve of the most active years 
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of my life, employed too im matters of the greatest import- 
ance; but whether I have been doing good or mischief is for 
time to discover. I only know that I intended well, and I 
hope all will end well. 

Be so good as to present my affectionate respects to Dr. 
Riley. Iam under great obligations to him, and shall write 
to him shortly. It will be a pleasure to him to know ‘that 
my malady does not grow sensibly worse ; and that is a great 
point: for it has always been so tolerable, as not to prevent 
my enjoying the pleasures of society, and being cheerful in 
conversation: I owe this in a great measure to his good 


counsels, 
Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever yours most 


affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


| To Mr. SMALL. 

American taxation—New form of prayer—American royal- 
jeih ists, &c. 
- DEAR Sir, Philadelphia, Sept. 28, 1787. 

~ [received your kind letter of June 6, 86, and I 
answered it, though long after the receipt. I-do not perceive 
by your second favor of July 87, that my answer had then 
come to hand, but hope it may since that time. 

IT have not lost any of the principles of public economy 
you once knew me possessed of; but to get the bad customs 
of a country changed, and new ones, though better, introduced, 
it is necessary first to remove the prejudices of the people, 
enlighten their ignoranee, and convince them that their in- 
terest will be promoted by the proposed changes: and this 
is not the work of a day. Our legislators are all land- 
Holders; and they are not yet persuaded that all taxes are 
finally paid by the land. Besides our country is so sparely 
settled, the habitations particularly in the back countries, be- 
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ing perhaps five or'six miles-distant from each other, that the 
tine and labor of the collector in gomg from house to house; 
and being obliged'to éall often before he can recover the tax,, 
amounts to more than the tax is worth, and therefore we have. 
been forced intothe mode. of indirect: taxes, i. e. duties on 

importation of goods, and excises. ff 

“Thave made’ no attempt to introduce the form of prayer. 
here, which you and good Mrs. Baldwin do me the honor to: 
approve. ‘The things of this world take up too much of my: 
time of which indeed [I have too little left, to undertake any: 
thing like a reformation im matters of religion. When we 
can sow good seed, we should however do it, and wait, when: 
we can do no better, with patience, nature’s time for their 
sprouting. Some’ lie many years in the ground, and at length 
certain favorable seasons or circumstances bring them forth 
with vigorous shoots and plentiful productions. 

“Had I been at home as you wish, soon after the peace,. 
I might possibly have mitigated some of the severities against 
the royalists, believing as I do that fear and error, rather than 
malice, occasioned their desertion of their country’s cause, 
and adoption of the king’s. ‘The public resentment against. 
them is now so far abated, that none who ask leave to. return 
are refused, and many of them now live among us much. at 
their ease. As to the restoration of confiscated estates,|it is 
an operation that none of our politicians have as yet ventured. 
to propose. ‘They are a sort of people that love to. fortify. 
themselves in. their projects by precedent... Perhaps, they. 
wait. to see your government restore the, forfeited estates in, 
Scotland to the Scotch, those in Ireland to the: Irish, and. 
those in England to the Welch. ___, , sae : AR ay: 

Tam glad that the distressed exiles who remain: with you 
have received, or are, likely to receive, some compensation 
for their losses, for I conimiserate. their situation. ° ‘It’ was. 
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clearly incumbent on. the king to. indemnify those he. had 
seduced by his proclamations: but it seems not so clearly 
consistent with the wisdom of parliament to resolve doing. it 
for him. If some mad king should think fit in a freak to 
make war upon his subjects of Scotland, or upon those of 
England, by the help of Scotland and Ireland (as the: Stuarts 
did) may he not encourage followers by the precedent of these 
parliamentary gratuities, and thus set his subjects to cutting 
one another’s throats, first with the hope of sharing in con- 
fiscations, and then with that of compensation in case of dis- 
appointment ? The council of brutes without.a fable were 
aware of this. Lest that fable may perhaps not have fallen 
in your way, I enclose a copy of it. 3 
Your commercial treaty with France seems to show a. 
growing improvement in the sentiments of both nations in 
the economical science. All Europe might be a great deal 
happier, with a little more understanding... We m America 
have lately had a convention for framing a new constitution. 
Enclosed [ send you the result of their deliberations. 
Whether it will be generally acceptable and carried. into. ex- 
ecution is yet to. be seen; but present appearances are in its 
favor. t 
I am always glad to hear from you, and of your wonliars: 
I remember with pleasure the happy days we have spent to- 
gether. Adieu, and believe me ever, my dear friend, yours 
most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Count DE Biase Paris. 
i dee On the stone. 
Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Nov. 19, 1787. 
) Lam honored by. your, letter desiring to know by. 
what, means I am relieved in a, disorder, with which you are 
also unfortunately. afflicted. I have tried all the noted pre- 
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scriptions for diminishing the stone, without. perceiving any 
good effect. But observing temperance in eafing, avoidmg 
wine and cyder, and using daily the dumb bell, which ex- 
ercises the upper part of the body without much moving the 
parts'in contact with the stone, I think I have prevented its 
ancrease.. As the roughness of the stone lacerates a little the 
neck of the bladder, I find that when the urme happens to 
be sharp,’ I have much pain in making water and frequent 
urgencies. For relief under this circumstanee, I take, going 
to bed, the bigness of a pigeon’s egg of jelly of blackberries: 
the receipt for making it is enclosed. While I continue to 
do this every night L am generally easy the day following, 
making water pretty freely, and with long intervals.. I wish 
most sincerely that this simple remedy may have the same 
happy effect with you. Perhaps currant jelly, or the jelly 
of apples, or of raspberries, may be equally serviceable; for 
I suspect the virtue of the jelly may lie principally in the 
boiled sugar which is in some degree candied by the boiling 
of the jelly. Wishing you for your own sake much more 
ease, and for the sake of mankind many more years, | remain 
with the: greatest esteem and respect, dear sir, your most 
obedient and affectionate servant, 

. B. FRanxuin. 


5 | ei , 
Disorders an Holland—Projected conquest from T urkey. 3 
(ExrrRact.) Philadelphia, Dec. 15, 1787. 


“ T hope the disorders in Brabant and Holland 
may be rectified without bloodshed. But I fear the im- 
pending war with ihe Turks, if not prevented by “prudent 
negociation, may in its consequences involve great part of 
Europe. I confide ‘however that’ France and England will 
preserve their present peace with each other, notwithstaiiding 
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some contrary appearances :. for I think that. they. have both 
of them foo much sense to go to war without an important 
cause, as well as too datile money at present. _ 

_ As to the projected conquest from Turkey, [ sonibeines 
that if the emperor and empress would make some use. of 
arithmetic, and calculate. what annual revenues may.be ex- 
pected from the country they want, should they acquire it, 
and then offer the grand signior a hundred times that annual 
revenue, to be.paid down for an amicable purchase of it, it 
would be his interest to accept the offer, as well as theirs to 
make it, rather than a war for it should take place; since a 
war.to acquire that territory and to retain it, will cost both 
parties much more, perhaps ten times more, than such sum 
of purchase money. But the hope of glory and the ambition 
of princes are not subject to arithmetical calculation. 

_ My best wishes. attend you ;. being with great esteem, sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, . ¥ 
iB. ERANKINA Nie 


—Haeros oi éecoMicer iain or Passy. 


Relative to M. Saugraina-Dr. Franklin’s Memoirs of his 
-_ own Life—New constitution proposed for the United 
~ States—Imposis on tr ade— Kaper money. 


My DEAR FRIEND, Philadelphia, Feb. Wy) 1788. 

TIED 1 - Treceived your kind letter of June 23, by M. 
Saugrain, and it is the last of yours’ that-is come to my hands. 
As you have sé much leisure, and love writing, I cannot 
think you have been so long silent ; you who are so good as 
to love me, and: who know ‘how much pleasure yourdetters 
always afford me. ‘I therefore rather suspect you’ may pro- 
hably have written something too freely. concerning: ‘public 
affairs, and that your letters: may be arrested im ‘your post- 
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office, and yourself ' lodged’in the Bastile: You*see 1 ima- 
gine any thing, however extravagant, rather than suppose, (as 
your letters too often do) that my friends forget me. © > 
I find M. Saugrain to answer well the eood character you 
give of him, and shall with pleasure render him any services 
in my power. He is now gone down the Ohio, to recon- 
noitre that country.) 
. [should have ‘proceeded in the history you mention,” if I 
could well have avoided accepting the chair of president for 
this third and last year: to which I was again elected by the 
unanimous voice of council and general assembly in Novem-' 
ber. If I live to see this year expire I may enjoy some 
leisure, which I promise you to employ in the work you _ 
me the honor to urge so earnestly. | pba 
T sent you with my last a copy of the new ‘constitution 
proposed for the United States by the late general conven- 
tion. I sent one also to our excellent friend the Duke de la’ 
Rochefoucault. I attended the business of the convention 
faithfully for four months. Enclosed you have the last speech 
I made in it.” Six states have already adopted the constitu- 
tion, and there is now little doubt of its being accepted by a 
sufficient number to carry it mto execution, if not immedi- 
ately by the whole. It has however met with great opposi- 
tion in some states ; for we are at present a nation of politi- 
cians. And though there is a general dread of giving too 
much power to our governors, I think we are more in danger 
from too little obedience in the governed. 
We shall, as you suppose, have imposts on trade, and 


t The Memoirs of his own Life, to the continuance of which all his 
friends who. knew the—importance—of.such a history—wished- him 
anxiously to apply. 

. "See Memorrs oF us Lire, Part V. p. 389. 4to ed. 
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custom-houses, not because other nations have:them, but. be-- 
cause-we cannot at present do without them. . We want to 
discharge our public debt occasioned by the late war. Direct 
taxes are not so easily levied on the scantily settled inhabitants 
of our wide-extended country ; and what is paid in the price 
of merchandise is less felt by the consumer, and less the cause 
of complaint. When we are out of debt we may leave our 
trade free, for our ordinary hisioges of government will not be 
great. ise? . 

Where. there isa fa government, and the people make 
their own laws by their representatives, I see no injustice in 
ther obliging one another to take their own paper money. It 
is nO more so than compelling a man by law to take his own 
note. But it is unjust to pay strangers with such money 
against their will. The making of paper money with such a 
sanction is however a folly, since although you may by law 
oblige a-citizen; to take it for his goods, you cannot fix his 
prices ; and his liberty of rating them as he pleases, which is 
the same thing, as. setting what value he pleases on your mo-- 
ney, defeats your sanction. : | 

I have been concerned to hear ‘i the troubles in the inter- 
nal government of the country I love; * and hope some good 
may come out of them; and. that chsy may end without mis- 
chief. . 

Tn, your letter, to. my. pore you nelbedie some questions 
that had an appearance as if you meditated a visit to us. 
Nothing in this world would give me greater pleasure than 
to receive and embrace here the whole family :: but it 1s too 
great an happiness to be expected. . This family all join with 
me in best wishes of every felicity to you and. yours; and I 


1 France. 
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remain, with unalterable and great esteem and affection, my — 
dear friend, yours most sincerely, ~B. FRANKLIN. 


To THe Enpitors oF THE PENNSYLVANIA GazETTT. 


3 On the abuse of the press. 
_ Messrs. Haun and SELLERS, 


I lately heard a remark, that on examination of 
the Pennsylvania Gazette for fifty years, from its commence- 
ment, it appeared that during that long period scarce one 
libellous piece had ever appeared init. This generally chaste 
conduct of your paper is much to its reputation; for it has 
long been the opinion of sober judicious people, that nothmg 
is more likely to endanger the liberty of the press, than. the 
abuse of that hberty, by employing it in personal accusation, 
detraction, and calumny. ‘The excesses some of our papers 
have been guilty of in this particular, have set this state in @ 
bad light abroad, as appears by the following letter, which I 
wish you to publish, not merely to show your own disappro- 
bation of the practice, but as a caution to others of the pro- 
fession throughout the United States. For I have seen an 
European newspaper, in which the editor, who had been 
charged with frequently calumniating the Americans, justifies 
himself by saying, “that he had published nothing disgrace- 
ful to us, which he had not taken from our own printed 
papers.” [ am, &c. ETRE UR, GS es 


Dear Frienp, New York, March 30, 1788. 

Ne at My gout has at length left me, after five months’ 
painful confinement. It afforded me however the leisure to 
read, or hear read, all the packets of your newspapers which 


you so kindly sent for my amusement. 


’ 
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_ Mrs. W. has partaken of it: she likes to read the adver- 
tisements; but she remarks some kind of inconsistency in the 
announcing so many diversions for almost every evening in 
the week, and such quantities to be sold of expensive super- 


fluities, fineries, and luxuries just imported, m a country that — 


at the same time fills its papers with complaints of hard 
times, and want of money. [ tell her that such complaints 
are common to all times and all countries, and were made 
even in Solomon’s time; when, as we are told, silver was as 
plenty in Jerusalem as the stones 1m the street, and yet even 
then there were people that grumbled, so as to imcur: this 
censure from that knowing prince. Say not thou that the 
former times were better than these; for thou dost not. in- 
quire rightly concerning that matter. 

But the znconsistence that strikes me the most is that +6. 
tween the name of your city, Philadelphia, (brotherly love) 
and the spirit of rancor, malice, and hatred, that breathes in 
ats newspapers! For I learn from those papers that your 
state is divided into parties ; that each party ascribes all the 
public operations of the other to vicious motives ; that they 
do not even suspect oue another of the smallest degree of 
honesty ; that the antifederalists are such, merely from the 
fear of losing power, places, or emoluments, which they have 
in possession or in expectation; that the federalists are a set 
of conspirators, who aim at establishmg a tyranny over the 
persons and property of their countrymen, and to live in 
splendor onthe plunder of the people. [learn too that your 
justices of the peace, though chosen by their neighbors, make 
a villainous trade of their office, and promote discord to aug- 
ment fees, and fleece their electors ; ; and that this would not 
be mended by placing the choice in the executive council, 
‘who with interested or party views are continually making as 
improper appoiutments; witness a “ petty fiddler, sycophant 


= 
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and scoundrel.” appointed judge of the admiralty ; “an old 
woman and fomenter of sedition’ to be another of the judges, 
and “a Jeffries” chief justice, &c. &ec. ; with “ two harpies,” 
the comptroller and naval officers to prey upon the merchants, 
and deprive them of their property by force of arms, &c. I 
am informed also by. these papers, that your general assembly, 
though the annual choice of the people, shows no regard to 
their rights, ‘but from sinister views or ignorance makes laws 
in direct violation of the constitution, to divest the inhabitants 
oftheir property and give it to strangers and mtruders ; and 
that the council, either fearing the resentment of their consti- 
tuents, or plotting to enslave them, had projected to disarm 
them, .and given orders for) that purpose; and finally, that 
your president, the unanimous joint choice of the council and 
assembly, is “an. old rogue,” who «gave his assent to. the 
federal constitution merely to avoid refunding money he had 
purloined from the United States. ‘There is indeed a'good. 
deal of :manifest imconszstency in all this, and-yet a stranger 
seeing it in your own prints, though he does not believe it all, 
may probably believe enough of it to conclude that Pennsyl- 
vania is peopled by a set of the most unprincipled, wicked, 
rascally, and quarrelsome scoundrels upon the face of the 
globe. I have sometimes indeed suspected, that those papers 
are the manufacture of foreign enemies among you, who 
write with the view of disgracing your,country, and making 
you appear contemptible and. detestable all the world over: 
but then 1. wonder at the indiscretion of your printers! in 
publishing such writings! ‘There is,however one of your d= — 
consistencies that. consoles me, a little, which is, that though 
living, you give one another the characters of devils; dead 
you are all angels! It is delightful when any of you die, to 
read what good husbands, good fathers, good. friends, good 
citizens, and good Christians you -were,, concluding with a 
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scrap of poetry that places you, with certainty, every one in 
heaven. So that f think Pennsylvania a good country to die 
an, though a very bad one to live in. 


To M. te VEILLARD. 


Respecting Dr. Franklin’s memoirs of his own life—The 


new constitution—Custom-house duties. 


My bear Frienn, Philadelphia, April 22, 1788. 

I received but a few days since your fawor of 
November 30, 1787, in which you continue to urge me to 
finish the memoirs. My three years of service will expire in 
Oetober, when a new president must be chosen; and I had 
the project of retiring then to my grandson’s estate in New 
Jersey, where I might be free from the interruption of visits, 
in order to complete that work for your satisfaction; for in 
this city my time is so cut to pieces by friends and strangers, 
that I have sometimes envied the prisoners in the Bastile ; 
but considering now the little remnant of life 1 have left, the 
accidents that may happen between this and October, and 
your earnest desire, I have come to a resolution to proceed 
in that work to-morrow, and continue it daily till finished, 
_ which, if my health permits, may be in the course of the en- 
suing summer. As it goes on I will have a copy made for 
you, and you may expect to receive a part by the next 
packet. } 

It is very possible, as you suppose, that all the articles of 
the proposed new government will not remain unchanged 
after the first meeting of the congress. J am of opinion with 
you, that the two chambers were not necessary, and I dis- 
liked some other articles that are in, and wished for some 
that are not in the proposed plan; I nevertheless hope it 
may be adopted, though I should have nothing to do with 
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the execution of it, being determined to guit all public busi- 
ness with my present employment. At 83 one certainly has 
a right to ambition repose. 

We are not ignorant that the duties me at the custom- 
house on the importation of foreign goods are finally reim- 
bursed by the consumer, but we impose them as the easiest 
way of levying a tax from those consumers. If our new 
country was as closely inhabited as your old one, we might, 
without much difficulty, collect a land-tax that would be suf- 
figient for all purposes: but. where farms are five or six 
miles distant from each other, as they are in a great part of 
our country, the going of the collectors from house to house 
to demand the taxes, and being obliged to call more than 
once for the same tax, makes the trouble of collecting in 
many cases exceed the value of the sum collected. Things 
that are. practicable in one country are not always so in ano- 
ther, where circumstances differ. Our duties are however 
generally so small as to give little temptation to smuggling. 

Believe me ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mapame Lavoisier. 
Thanking her for his portrait, &c. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 23,:1788. 

I have a long time been disabled from 
writing to my dear friend by a severe fit of the gout, or | 
should sooner have returned my thanks for her very kind 
present of the portrait, which she bas herself done me the 
honor to make of me. Itis allowed by those who have seen 
it, to have great merit as a picture in every respect; but 
what particularly endears it to.me is the hand that drew it. 
Our English enemies, when they were in possession of this 
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city and my house, made a prisoner of my portrait, and car- 
ried it off with them, leaving that of its companion, my wife, 
by itself, a kind of widow. You have replaced the husband, 
and the lady seems to smile as well pleased. 

It is true, as you observe, that I enjoy here every thing 
that a reasonable mind can desire, a sufficiency of income, a 
comfortable habitation of my own building, having all the 
conveniences I could imagine; a dutiful and affectionate 
daughter to nurse and take care of me, a number of promising 
grand-children, some old friends still remaining to converse 
with, and more respect, distinction, and public honors than [ 
can possibly merit; these are the blessings of God, and dee 
pend on his continued goodness: yet all do not make me 
forget Paris and the nine years’ happiness I enjoyed there, in 
the sweet society of a people whose conversation is instruc- 
tive, whose manners are highly pleasing, and who above all 
the nations of the world, have in the greatest perfection the 
art of making themselves beloved by strangers. And now, 
even in my sleep, I find, that the scenes of all my pleasant 
dreams are laid in that city, or in its neighborhood, _ 

I like much young M. Dupont. He appears a very sens 
sible and valuable man, and 1 think his father will have a 
great deal of satisfaction in him. 

Please to present my thanks f6 M. Lavoisier for the No- 
menclature Chimigque he has been so good as to send me, (it 
must be a very useful book) and assure him of my great and 
sincere esteem and attachment. My best wishes attend you 
‘both ; and [ think I cannot wish you and him greater happi- 
ness ihete a long continuance of the connexion. 

With great regard and affection, I have the honor to be, 
my dear friend, your most obliged and most obedient humble 
servant, . B. FRANKLIN, 

VOL. 1. 9 


hid 
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To Dr. Incennavsz. : 
Relative to the state of his health—The steam boat.. 


(EXTRACT.) October 24, 1788. 

‘“¢ You have always been kind enough to interest 
yourself in what relates to my health: I ought therefore to 
acquaint you with what appears to me something curious re- 
specting it: you may remember the cutaneous malady I for- 
merly complained of, and for which you and Dr. Pringle 
favored me with prescriptions and advice. It vexed me near 
fourteen years, and was the begining of this year as bad as 
ever, covering almost my whole body except my face and 
hands, when a fit of the gout came on, without very much 
pain, but a swelling in both feet, which at last appeared also 
in both knees; and then in my hands. As these swellings 
increased and extended, the other malady diminished, and at 
length disappeared entirely. Those swellings have some 
time since begun to fall, and are now almost gone; perhaps 
the cutaneous may return, or perhaps it is worn out. I may 
hereafter let you know what happens. I am on the whole 
much weaker than when it began to leave me. But possi- 
bly that may be the effect of age, for [am now near 83, the 
age of commencing decrepitude. 

I grieve at the wars Europe is engaged in, and wish they 
were ended ; for I fear even the victors will be losers. I am 
ever, my dear hens i yours most affectionately, 


B. FRANKLIN, 


P.S. Our public affairs are drawing towards a settle- 
ment. I have served out the three years’ term of my presi- 
dentship, limited by the constitution ; and being determined 
to engage no more in public business, I hope, if health per- 
mits, to be a better correspondent. We have no philosophi- 
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cal news here at present, except that a boat moved by a 
steam engine, rows itself against tide in our river, and it is 
apprehended the construction may be so simplified — im- 
proved as to become ot useful.” 


To B. Vaueuan, Eso. 


Relative to Dr. F’s own memoirs—The Turkish war— 
Drs. Price and Priestle y — Heresy. 


_(EXTRACT.) 7 October o4, 1788. 

“¢ Having now finished my term in the presi- 
dentship, and resolving to engage no more in public affairs, 
I hope to be a better correspondent for the little time I have 
to live. &am recovering from a long continued gout, and 
am diligently employed in writing the history of my life, to 
the doing of which the persuasions contained in your letter of 
January 31 , 1783," have not a little contributed. [am now 
in the year 1756, just before I was sent to England. To 
shorten the work, as well as for other reasons, I omit all facts 
and transactions that may not have a tendency to benefit the 
young reader, by showing him from my example, and my 
success in emerging from poverty, and acquiring some degree 
of wealth, power, and reputation, the advantages of certain 
modes of conduct which I observed, and of avoiding the 
errors which were prejudicial to me. If a writer can judge 
properly of his own work, I fancy on reading over what is 
already done, that the book may be found entertaining, inte- 
resting, and useful, more so than I expected when I began it. 
If my present state of health continues, I hope to finish it 
this winter: when done you shall have a manuscript copy of 


~ ¥ See Memoirs or tur Lire, Part I. p. 59. 4to ed. Part III. 8vo, 
ed, 
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it, that I may obtain from your judgment and friendship 
such remarks as may contribute to its improvement. ) 

The yiolence of our party debates about the new constitu- 
tion seems much abated, indeed almost extinct, and we are 
getting fast into good order. 1 kept out of those disputes 
pretty well, having wrote only one little piece, which I send 
you enclosed. 

I regret the immense quantity of misery brought upon 
mankind by this Turkish war; and 1 am afraid the king of 
Sweden may burn his fingers by attacking Russia, When 
will princes learn arithmetic enough to calculate if they want 
pieces of one another's territory, how much cheaper it would 
be to buy them, than to make war fer them, even. though 
they were to give an hundred years’ purchase? But if glory 
cannot be valued, and therefore the wars for it cannot be 
subject to arithmetical calculation so as to show their advan- 
tage or disadvantage, at least wars for trade, which have gain 
for their object, may be proper subjects for such computa- 
tion; and a trading nation as well as a single trader ought, to 
calculate the probabilities of profit and loss, before engaging 
in any considerable adventure, This however nations seldom 
do, and we have had frequent instances of their spending 
more money in wars for acquiring or securing branches: of 
commerce, than an hundred years’ profit or mae: f full enjoy- 
ment of them can compensate. ? 

Remember me affectionately to good Dr, Price and to en | 
honest heretic Dr. Priestley. I donot call him Aonest by 
way of distinction ; for 1 think all the heretics | have known 
have been virtuous men, They have the virtue of fortitude 
or they would yot venture to own their heresy; and, they 
cannot afford, to be deficient in any of the other virtues, as 
that would give advantage to their many enemies ; and they 
have not, like orthodox sinners, sucha number of friends to 


ait 
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excuse or justify them. Do not, however, mistake me. Jt 
is not to my good friend’s heresy that I impute his honesty. 
On the contrary, ’tis his honesty that has brought upon him 
the character of heretic. I am ever, my dear friend, yours 
sincerely, B. FRANKLIN, 


To Mrs. Parrriper. 
On the death of Ben Kent—Orthodoxy. 

YExTRAct.) Philadelphia, Nov. 26, 1787. 
| You tell me our poor friend Ben Kent is 
gone, I hope to the regions of the blessed; or at least to 
some place where souls are prepared for those regions! I 
found my hope on this, that though not so orthodox as you 
and I, he was an honest man, and had his virtues. If he had 
any hypocrisy, it was of that inverted kind, with which a man 
is not so bad as he seems to be. And with regard to future 
bliss, I cannot help imagining that multitudes of the zea- 
lously orthodox of different sects, who at the last day may 
flock together, in hopes of seeing each other damned, will be 
digappointed, and obliged to rest content with their own sale 
vation. Yours, Xc. 

! B. FRANKLIN. 


. To Mrs. Mrcom,' Boston. 
(EXTRACT.) Philadelphia, Nov. 26, 1788. 
| I never see any Boston newspapers. You 
mention there being, often something in them to do me honor, 
Iam obliged tothem. On the other hand, some of our papers 
here are endeavoring to disgrace me. I have long been ac- 
customed to receive more blame as well as more praise than I 


* Dr, Franklin’s sister. 
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have deserved, Tis the lot of every public man,, And I 
leave one account to balance the other: 

As you observe, there was no. d—n your souls i in, aa pr 
of the poker. when I told it.. The late dresser of it was pro- 
bably the same, or perhaps of kin to him, who in relating: a 
dispute that happened between Queen Anne and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury concerning a vacant mitre, which the 
queen was for bestowing on a person the archbishop thought — 
unworthy, made both the queen and archbishop swear three 
or four thumping oaths in every sentence of the discussion ; 
and the archbishop at last gained his point. One present at 
the tale being surprised, said, But did the queen and arch- 
bishop swear so at one another ? O! no, no, said the relator, 
that is only my way of telling the story. Yours, &c.. 

7 B.F RANKLIN.” 


4 


om To Mr. SMALE. 
On the stone» Expedient to assist Beanie 


et on Feb. 17; 1789: 
Dear Frienp, | 

I have just received your kind letter of Nov. 1. 29, 
and am much obliged by your friendly attention in sending 
me the receipt, which on oceasion | may make trial of ; but 
the stone I have being a large one, as I find by the weight it 
falls with when | turn in bed, I have no hope of its being dis- 
soluble by any medicine ; and having been for some time past 
pretty free from pain, I am afraid of tampering. I congra- 
tulate you on the escape you had by voiding the one you 
mention, that was as big as a kidney bean; had it been re- 
tamed it might soon have become too large to pass, and 
proved the cause of much pain at times, as mine has been to 
me. - 
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Having served my time of three years as president, I have 
now renounced all public business, and enjoy the ofzwm cum 
dignitate.. My friends indulge me with their frequent visits, 
which I have now leisure to receive and enjoy. ‘The Philo- 
-sophical Society, and the Society for Political Inquiries meet 
at my house, which I have enlarged by additional building, 
that affords me a large room for those meetings, another over 
it for my library, now very considerable, and over all some 
lodging rooms. I have seven promising grand-children by 
my daughter, who play with and amuse me, and she is a kind 
attentive nurse to me when I am at any time indisposed ; so 
that I pass my time as agreeably as at my age (83) a man 
may well expect, and have little to wish for, except a more 
easy exit than my malady seems to threaten. 

‘The deafness you complain of gives me concern, as if great 
it must diminish considerably your pleasure in conversation. 
If moderate, you may remedy it easily and readily, by putting 
your thumb and fingers behind your ear, pressing it outwards, 
and enlarging it as it were, with the hollow of your hand. 
By an exact experiment [ found that I could hear the tick 
of a watch at forty-five feet distance by this means, which was 
barely audible at twenty feet without it. "The experiment was 
made at midnight when the house was still. | 

I am glad you have sent those directions respecting ventila- 
tion to the Edinburgh Society. 1 hope you have added an 
account of the experience you had of itin Minorca. If they 
do not print your paper send it to me, and it shall be in 
the third volume which we are about to publish of our 
transactions. | : 

Mrs. Hewson joins with us in best wishes for your health 
and happiness. Her eldest son has gone through his studies 
at our college, and takes his degree. ‘The youngest is still 
there, and will be graduated this summer. My grandson 
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presents his respects; and I am ever, my dear friend, yours 
most nent 
! B. FRANKLIN. 


' ¥ ou never mention the receipt of any letters from me. I 
wish to know if they come to hand, particularly my last enclos- 
ing the apologue.* You mention some of my old friends being 
dead, but not their names. | 


To Mrs. GREENE. 

- Philadelphia, March 2, 1789. 

Dear Frienp, 
| Having now done with public affairs, which 
have hitherto taken up so much of my time, I shall endeavor 
to enjoy, during the small remainder of life that is left to me, 
’ some of the pleasures of conversing with my old friends by 
writing, since their distance prevents my hope of seeing them 
again. 

E received one of the bags of sweet corn you was so good 
as to send me a long time since, but the other never came to 
hand ; even the letter mentioning it, though dated December 
10, 1787, has been above a year on its way, for I received it 
but about two weeks since from Baltimore in Maryland. 
The corn I did receive was excellent, and gave me great plea- 
sure. Accept my hearty thanks. 

1 am, as you suppose in the above-mentioned old letter, 
much pleased to hear that my young friend Ray is “ smart in 
the farming way,” and makes such substantial fences. I think 
agriculture the most honorable of all employments, being the 
most independent: the farmer has no need of popular favor, 


* See Wairines, Part rr. Sect. 3. 


PART I. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. G40 


nor the favor of the great: the success of his crops depend- 
ing only on the blessing of God upon his honest mdustry. i 
congratulate your good spouse, that he, as well as myself, is 
now free from public cares, and that he can bend his whole 
attention to his farmimg, which will afford him botli profit 
and pleasure; a business which nobody knows better how to 
manage with advantage. I am too old to follow printing 
again myself, but loving the business, I have brought up my 
grandson Benjamin to it, and have built and furnished a 
printing-house for him, which he now manages under my eye. 
[have great pleasure m the rest of my grand-children, who 
are now in number eight, and all promising, the youngest only 
six months old, but shows signs of great good-nature. My 
friends here are numerous, and I enjoy as much of their con- 
versation as I can reasonably wish; and I have as much health 
and cheerfulness as can well be expected at my age, now 
eighty-three. Hitherto this long life has been tolerably happy ; 
so that if I were allowed to live it over again, I should make 
no objection, only wishing for leave to do, what authors do in 
a second edition of their works, correct some of my errata. 
Among the felicities of my life L reckon your friendship, 
which I shall remember with pleasure as long as that life 
se ; being ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
7 | B. ol lpi N. 


To Miss CATHERINE Lovtsa Sureney. : 
On the death of her father. 
Philadelphia, April 27, 1789. 
It is only a few days since the kind letter of 
my dear young friend, dated December 24, came to my 


* A daughter of the bishop of St, Asaph. 
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hands. 1 had before in the public papers met with the 
afflicting news that letter contained. ‘That excellent man 
has then left us!—his departure is a loss not to his family 
and friends only, but to his nation, and to the world: for he 
was intent’ on doing good, had wisdom to devise the means, 
and talents to promote them. - His sermon before the Society 
for Propagating the Gospel, and “ his speech:intended to be 
spoken,” are proofs of his ability as well as his humanity.. 
Had his counsels in those pieces been attended to by the mi- 
nisters, how much bloodshed might have been prevented, and. 
how much expense and disgrace to the nation avoided.! 

_ Your reflections on the constant calmness and composure: 
attending his death are very sensible... Such instances seem 
to show, that the good sometimes enjoy in dying a foretaste: 
of the happy state they are about to enter. ‘ 

According to the course of years. [I should have ofhistedl this 
world long before him: I shail however not be long in fol- 
lowing. [am now in my eighty-fourth ‘year, and the last 
year has considerably enfeebled me ; so that 1 hardly expect 
to:remain another. . You will then, my dear friend, consider 
this'as probably the last lie to be received from me, -and as 
a taking leave. Present my best and most sincere respects to 
your good mother, and love to the rest of the family, to whom, 
I wish all happiness ; and believe me to be, while I do live, 
yours most affectionately, 

ie: | B. PRANKLIN. 
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uh J To tut Rev. Dr. Prick. 
Reflections on life and death. 
cients Philadelphia, May 31, 1789. 


“My VERY DEAR FRIEND, 

.. . [lately received your kind letter, enclosing, 
one Ra Miss Kitty Shipley, informing me_ of. the good 
bishop’s decease, which afflicted me greatly. . _My friends 
drop off one after another, when my age and infirmities pre- 
vent my making new ones; and if I still retained the neces- 
sary activity and ability, I hardly see among. the existing 
generation where I could make them of equal goodness. So 
that the longer I live [ must expect to be the more wretched. 
As we draw nearer the conclusion of life, nature furnishes, 
with more helps, to wean us from it, among which, one of 
the most powerful is the loss of dear friends. | 

I send you with this the two volumes of our transactions, 
as I forget whether you had the first before. If you had, 
you will please to give this to the French ambassador, 
requesting his conveyance of it to the good Duke de fa 
Rochefoucault, 

My best wishes attend you; being ever, with sincere and 
great esteem, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B, FRANKLIN. 


To B. Vavuenan, Eso. 
Relative to his (Dr. F’s) own memoirs. 
Philadelphia, June 3, 1789. 
My DEAREST Frienp, 
. I received your kind letter of vas ri nt 
wish I may be able to complete what you so earnestly desire, 
the memoirs of my life. But of late I am so interrupted 
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by extreme pain, which obliges me to have recourse to 
opium, that between. the effects of both, I have but little 
time in which I can write any thing. My grandson how- 
ever is. copying what is done, which will be sent to you for 
your opinion by the next vessel; and not merely for your 
advice; for I find it a difficult task to speak decently and 
ptopully of bbe’ Own? ctmduct and I feel the want of a 
judicious friend to encourage me im scratching out. 

I have condoled sincerely with the Bishop of St. Asaph’s 
family. He was an excellent man. Losing our friends thus 
one by one, is the tax we pay for long living ; and it is indeed 
a heavy one! 

I have not seen the king of Prussia’s posthumous works ; 
what you mention makes me desirous to have them. Please 
to mention it to your brother William, and that I request he 
would add them to the books I have desired him to buy for 
me. 

Our new government is now m tram, amd seems to 
promise well. But events are in the hand of God! [ am 
éver, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


| To Mr. Wricnurt, Lonpon. 
State wil America— Abolition of the slave trade. 
| Philadelphia, Now. 4, 1789. 
Dear FRIEND, 


I received your kind letter of July the 31st, 
which gave me great pleasure, as it informed me of the wel- 
fare both of yourself and your good lady, to whom please 


to present my respects. I thank you fer the epistle of your — 


yearly meeting, and for the ecard {2 specimen of printing) 
which was enclosed. : 
‘We have now had one sessiott of cotigress which was cor- 
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ducted under our new constitution, and with as much general 
satisfaction as could reasonably be expected. I wish the 
struggle in France may end as happily for that nation. 
We are now in the full enjoyment of our new government 
for eleven of the states, and it is generally thought that North 
Carolina is about to join it. Rhode Island will probably 
take longer time for consideration. ‘We have had a most 
plentiful year for the fruits of the earth, and our people 
seem to be recovering fast from the extravagance and idle 
habits which the war had introduced; and to engage seriously 
in the contrary habits of temperance, frugality, and industry, 
which give the most pleasing prospect of future national 
felicity. Your merchants, however, are, I think, imprudent 
in crowding in upon us such quantities of goods for sale 
here, which are not written for by ours, and are beyond the 
faculties of this country to consume, in any reasonable time. 
This surplus ef goods is therefore to raise present money, 
sent to the vendues, or auction-houses, of which we have six 
or seven in and near this city, where they are sold frequently 
for less than prime cost, to the great loss of the indiscreet 
adventurers. Our newspapers are doubtless to be seen at 
your coffee-houses near the exchange: in their advertise- 
ments you may observe the constancy and quantity of this 
kind of sales, as well as the quantity of goods imported by 
our regular traders. I see im your English newspapers fre- 
quent mention of our being ont of credit with you ; to us it 
appears that we have abundantly too much, and that your 
exporting merchants are rather out of their senses. 

I wish success to your endeavors for obtaining an abo- 
lition of the slave trade. The epistle from your yearly 
meeting for the year 1758, was not the first sowing of the. 
good seed you mention; for I find by an old»pamphlet in 
my possession, that Groree Krirn, near an hundred years 
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since, wrote a paper against the practice, said to be “ given 
forth by the appointment of the meeting held by him, at 
Philip James’s house, in the city of Philadelphia, about the 
year 1693 ;” where a strict charge was given to friends, 
“ that they should set their negroes at liberty after some 
reasonable time of service,” &c. &c. And about the year 
1728, or 29, I myself printed a book for Ralph Sandyford, 
another of your friends in this city, against keeping negroes 
in slavery; two editions of which he distributed gratis, And 
about the year 1736 I printed another book on the same 
subject for Benjamin Lay, who also professed. being one of 
your friends, and he distributed the books chiefly among 
them.. By these mstances it appears that the seed was in- 
deed sown in the good ground of your profession, (though 
much earlier than the time you mention) and its spriging up 
to effect at last, though so late, is some confirmation of 
Lord Bacon’s observation, that a good motion never dies; 
and may encourage us in making such; though hopeless of 
their taking immediate effect. 

I doubt whether I shall be able to finish my memoirs, and 
if I finish them whether they will be proper for publication : 
you seem to have too high an opinion of them, and to expect 
too much from them. | | 

I think you are right in preferring a mixed form of govern- 
ment for your country, under its present circumstances ; and 
if it were possible. for you to reduce the enormous salaries 
and emoluments of great offices (which are at bottom the 
source of your violent factions) that form might be conducted 
more quietly and happily: but I am afraid that none of -your. 
factions, when they get uppermost, will ever have virtue 
enough to reduce those salaries and emoluments, but will 
rather choose to enjoy them. 1 am, my dear friend, yours 
yery affectionately, | B. FRANKLIN, 
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To Dr. Rusx. aiietie 
Requesting him to suppress his encomium on the writer, in 
one of his discourses, if published, = 
Philadelphia, = 
[without date, but supposed to bez in 197 89. ] 
My DEAR FRIEND, 

During our long acquaintance you a 
shown many instances of your regard for me, yet I must now 
desire you to add one more to the number, which is, that if 
you publish your ingenious discourse on the moral sense, you 
will totally omit and suppress that most extravagant encomium 
on your friend Franklin, which hurt me exceedingly in the 
unexpected hearing, and will mortify me beyond conception, 
if it should appear from the press. Confiding in your com- 
pliance with this earnest request, I am ever, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, _ , B, FRANKLIN. 


To SAMUEL Morg, Esq. 


Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1789. 

I received your favor of July 25, but had 
no opportunity of showing any civility to the bearer whom 
yon mention as coming under the auspices of William Frank- 
lin, Esq. as he did not show himself to me. 

_ 1am obliged by your kind inquiries after my health, which 
is. still tolerably good, the stone excepted ; my constitution 
being such as, if it were not for that malady, might have held 
out yet some years longer. 

I hope the fire of liberty, which you mention as spreading 
itself over Europe, will act upon the inestimable rights of 
man, as common fire does upon gold; purify without destroy- 
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ing them; so that a lover of liberty may find a country in 
any part of Christendom! ‘ 

I see with pleasure in the public prints, that our society * 
is still kept up and florishes. [ was an early member; for 
when Mr. Shipley sent me a list of the subscribers, they 
were but seventy ; and though I had no expectation then of 
ever going to England, and acting with them, I sent a con- 
tribution of twenty guineas; in consideration of which the 
society were afterwards pleased to consider me a member. 

I wish to the exertions of your manufacturers, who are 

generally excellent, and to the spirit and enterprise of your 
merchants, who are famed for fair and honorable dealing, ali 
the success they merit in promoting the prosperity of your 
country. 
- [am glad our friend Small enjoys so much health, and his 
faculties so perfectly, as I perceive he does by his letters. 
I know not whether he is yet returned from his visit to Scot- 
land, and therefore give you the trouble of the enclosed. My 
best wishes attend you; being ever, dear sir, your most obe- 
dient servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. SMALL. 


On the poor laws—The American loyalists—The French and 
| English governments. 


Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1789. 

7 I received your several favors of April 23, 
May 9, and June 2, together with the manuscript concerning 
ventilation, which will be inserted in our next volume. 

I have long been of your opinion, that your legal pro- 
vision for the, poor is a very great evil, operating as it does 


* The London society for promoting atts, manufactures; and come 
merce, of which Mr. More was secretary. 
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to the encouragement of idleness. We have followed your 
example, and begin now to see our error; and I hope shall 
reform it. 1 find by your letters that every man has patience 
enough to bear calmly and coolly the injuries done to other 
people: you have perfectly forgiven the royalists, and you 
seem to wonder that we should still retam any resentment 
against them for their joining with the savages to burn our 
houses, and murder and scalp our friends, our wives, and 
our children. 1 forget who it was that said, “we are com- 
manded to forgive our enemies, but we are nowhere com- 
manded to forgive our friends:” certain it is, however, that 
atrocious injuries done to us by our friends are naturally 
more deeply resented than the same done by enemies. They 
have left us to live under the government of their king in 
England and Nova Scotia. We do not miss them, nor wish 
their return ; nor do we envy them their present happiness.— 
The accounts you give me of the great prospects you have 
respecting your manufactures, agriculture, and commerce, are 
pleasing to me, for I still love England and wish it prosperity. 
—You tell me that the government of France is abundantly 
punished for its treachery to England in assisting us; you 
might also have remarked that the government of England had 
been punished for its treachery to France, in assisting the Corsi- 
cans, and in seizing her ships in time of full peace, without 
any previous declaration of war. I believe governments are 
pretty near equal in honesty, and cannot with much propriety 
praise their own in preference to that of their neighbors. 
You do me too much honor in naming me with Timoleon, 
{ am like him only in retiring from my public labors; 
which indeed my stone, and other infirmities of age, have 
made indispensably necessary. iH yg 
I hope you are by this time returned from your visit to 
VOL. I. R 
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your native country, and that the journey has given a firmer 
consistence to your health. 

Mr. Peun’s property in this country, which you inquire 
about, is still immensely great; and I understand he’ has 
received ample compensation in England for the part he lost. 

I think you have made a happy choice of rural amuse- 
ments: the protection of the bees, and the destruction of 
the hop insect. I wish success to your experiments, and 
shail be glad to hear the result. Your theory of insects ap- 
pears the most ingenious and plausible of any that have 
hitherto been proposed by philosophers. 

Our new constitution is now established with eleven states, 
and the accession of a twelfth is soon expected. We have 
had one. session of congress under it, which was conducted 
with remarkable prudence, and a good deal of unanimity. 
Our late harvests were plentiful, and our produce still 
fetches a good price, through an abundant foreign demand, 
and the florishing state of our commerce. I am ever, my 
dear friend, yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Le Roy, or Paris." 
On the Affairs of France. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 13, 1789. 


"Tis now more than a year since I have heard 
fbi my dear friend Le Roy. What can be the reason? 
Are you still living? or have the mob of Paris mistaken 
the head of a monopoliser of knowledge. for a monopoliser 
of corn, and paraded it about the streets upon a pole? © - 

. Great part, of the news we have had from Paris, for: near 
a year past, has been very afllicting. I sincerely wish and 
pray it may all end well and happy, both for the king and the 
nation. ‘The voice of philosophy I apprehend can hardly 


* A member of the French Academy of Sciences. — 
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be heard among those tumults. If any thing material in that 
way had occurred, 1 am persuaded you would’ have’ a¢- 
quainted me with it. However, pray let me hear from you a 
little oftener; for though the distance is great, and the 
means of conveying letters not very regular, a year's silence 
between frie: ds must needs give uneasiness. | 
Our new coustitution is now established, and has an ap- 
pearance that promises permanency: but in this ‘world 
uothing can be said to. be certain, except death and taxes! 
My health continues much as it has been for some time, 
except that | grow thinner and weaker; so that I cannot 
expect to hold out much longer. 
My respects to your good brother, and to our friends of 
the academy, which always has my best wishes for its pros- 
perity and glory. Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me 
ever yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 
To Davip Harriey, Esq. 
Convulsions in, France—Lriendship between Great Britain 
and her ancient colonies. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 4, 1789. 
My very DEAR FriEenpb, 

I received your favor of August last.» Your 
kind condolences, on the painful state of my health, are very 
obligmg. [1 am thankful to God, however, that among the 
numerous ills human life is subject to, one only of any im- 
portance is fallen to my lot; and that so late as almost % 
insure that it can be but of short duration. i 

The convulsions in France are attended with some disa- 
greeable circumstances ; but if by the struggle she obtains 
and secures for the nation its future liberty, and a good con- 
stitution, a few years’ enjoyment of those blessings will amply 
repair all the damages their acquisition may have occasioned: 
God grant that not-only the love of liberty, but~-a thorough 
knowledge of the rights of man, may pervade all the nations 
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of the earth, so that a philosopher may set his foot any- 
where on its surface, and say, this is my country !—Your 
wishes for a cordial and perpetual friendship between Britain 
and her ancient colonies, are manifested continually in every 
one of your letters tome; something of my disposition on 
the same subject may appear to you in casting your eye over 
the enclosed paper.’ I do not by this opportunity send you 
any of our gazettes; because the postage from Liverpool 
would be more than they are worth. I can now only add 
my best wishes of every kind of felicity for the three amiable 
Hartleys, to whom I have the honor of being an affectionate 
friend and most obedient humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mrs. Mecom, aT Boston. 


Baron Trenck’s history—Sacred music. 
Dear Sister, Philadelphia, Dec. 17, 1789. 

You tell me you are desired by an acquaint- 
ance to ask my opinion whether the general circumstances 
mentioned in the history of Baron Trenck are founded in 
fact? to which I can only answer, that of the greatest part 
of those circumstances, the scene being laid in Germany, I 
must consequently be very ignorant; but of what he says, 
as having passed in France, between the ministers of that 
country, himself, and me, i can speak positively that it is 
founded in falsehood, and that the fact can only serve to 
confound, as I never saw him in that country, nor ever knew 
or heard of him anywhere, till I met with the above-men- 
tioned history in print, in the German language, in which he 
ventured to relate it as a fact, that I had, with those minis- 
ters, solicited him to enter into the American service. A 
translation of that book into French has since been printed ; 
but the translator has omitted that pretended fact, probably 


* Uncertain what paper, 
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from an apprehension that its being in that country known 
wot to be true, might hurt the credit and sale of the translation. 

T thank you for the sermon on sacred music ; I have read 
it with pleasure. I think it a very ingenious composition. 
You will say this is natural enough, if you read what I have 
formerly written on the same subject in one of my printed 
letters, wherein you will find a perfect agreement of senti- 
- ment respecting the complex music, of late, in my opinion, 
too much in vogue; it being only pleasing to learned ears, 
who can be delighted with the difficulty of execution instead 
of harmony and melody. Your affectionate brother, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Noau WrEsstTER, Eso. 


On the English language—LImproper use of certain words 
in America—Universality of the French language— 
Improvements in printing recommended. 


DEAR Sir, Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1789. 

I received some time since your “ Disserta- 
tions on the English Language.” The book was not accom- 
panied by any letter or message, informing me to whom I am 
obliged for it; but [I suppose it is to yourself. It is an ex- 
cellent work, and will be greatly useful in turning the thoughts 
of our countrymen to correct writing. Please to accept my 
thanks for the great honor you have done me in its dedication. 
I ought to have made this acknowledgment sooner, but much 
indisposition prevented me. 

I cannot but applaud your zeal for preserving the purity of 
our language, both in its expressions and pronunciation, and 
in correcting the popular errors several of our states are con- 

‘tinually falling into with respect to both. Give me leave to 
mention some of them, though possibly they may have 
already occurred to you. I wish however in some future 
publication of yours you would set a discountenancing mark 
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upon them. ‘The first I remember is the word improved.’ 
When I left New England im the year 1723, this word had, 
never been used among us as far as | know, but in the sense 
of ameliorated, or made better, except once in a very old 
book of Dr. Mather’s, intitled “ Remarkable Providences.” 
As that eminent man wrote a very obscure hand, I remem- 
ber that when | read that word in his book, instead of the 
word «ployed, I conjectured it was an error of the printer, 
who had mistaken a too short / in the writing for an r, and 
a y with too short a tail for a v; whereby imployed was 
converted into wmproved. But when I returned to Boston 
in 1733, I found: this change had obtained favor, and was 
then become common ; for I met with it often in perusing 
the newspapers, where it frequently made an appearance 
rather ridiculous.. Such, for instance, as the advertisement of 
a country-house to be sold, which had been many _ years 
amproved as a tavern; and in the character of a deceased 
country-gentleman, that he had been for more than thirty 
years improved as a justice of the peace. This use of the 
word zmproved is peculiar to New England, and not to 
be met with among any other speakers of English, either on 
this or the other side of the water.” 

During my late absence in France, I find that several other 
new words have been introduced into our parliamentary 


* To improve, to occupy, make use of, employ. ‘This word in the, 
first sense, is in constant use in all parts of New England: but in 
the second sense (when applied to persons, as in the following example,) 
it is not socommon: “ In actions of trespass against several defen- 
dants, the plaintiff may, after issue is closed, strike out any of them 
for the purpose of émproving them as witnesses.” Swift’s System of 
the Laws of Connecticut, vol. ii. p. 238. [Pickering’s Vocabulary of 
Words peculiar to the United States of America. Boston, 1816.| 

* According to PickrerinG, this word improve was used in some 
parts of New England before Mather’s time, though possibly not in 
Boston. 
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language; for example, I find a verb formed from the sub- 
stantive notice. I should not have NovicED this were it 
not that the gentleman, Xc.* Also another verb from the 
substantive advocate ; the gentleman who ADVOCATES or has 
ADVOCATED that motion, &c.* Another from the sub- 
stantive progress, the most awkward and abominable of the 
three ; the committee having PROGRESSED,® resolved to ad- 
journ. The word opposed, though not a new word, I find 
used in a new manner, as, the gentlemen who are OPPOSED 


: This is not an Americanism: it is a modern word, and is not in 
Johnson’s dictionary. Masen says, it is * a word imported into 
English conversation from Ireland ;” but it is now used in England, 
both in conversation and in writing: ‘ This work, which we really 
thought we had noticed long ago.” British Critic, vol. xxxiv. p. 537. 
‘“¢ The fourth, which we lately noticed, &c.” vol. xxxv. p. 18. 

It is to be found in Ashe’s English Dictionary, where it is said to be 
“ not much used :’ but that work was published forty years ago. | 

Noriceasxe is considered as another Americanism. “The moon’s 
limb exhibited very little of that rough or serrated appearance, which 
was so noticeable in 1806.” Memoirs of the American Acad. vol. ill. p. 
248. Mr. Webster has admitted it into his dictionary; but it is not 
in the English ones. [ Pickering’s Vocabulary. | 

2 This verb was used by Milton, (see Todd’s edition of Johnson’s 
dictionary,) and also by Burke in one of his speeches in 1782. It 
has since been generally adopted in England, and frequently employed 
in the British parliament. The substantive ampition, is also some- 
times used as a verb; as I now only ambition repose, &c. 

3 This is an obsolete English word, but which was never heard in 
America before the revolution. It has had an extraordinary currency — 
there for the last thirty years, notwithstanding it has been condemned 
by the best English and American writers. It is true that some au- 
thorities may be found for it; and it is accordingly in Johnson’s and 
other dictionaries; but Johnson has noted it as “mot used.” It 
seems also that the accent was formerly placed on the first syllable, 
and not (as the Americans pronounce it) on the Jast. 

“« Let me wipe off this honorable dew, 
That silverly doth progress‘on thy cheeks.” 
| Pickering’s Vocabulary. | 
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to this measure.;—to. which I have also myself always been 
OPPOSED." If you should happen to be of my opinion, with 
respect to these innovations, you will use your authority in 
reprobating them.” ; 
The Latin language, long the vehicle used in distributing 
knowledge among the different nations of Europe, is daily 
more and more neglected; and one of the modern tongues, 
viz. the French, seems in point of universality to have sup- 
plied its place: it is spoken in all the courts of Europe; 
and most of the literati, those even who do not speak it, have 
acquired knowledge enough of it to enable them easily to 
read the books that are written init. This gives a consider- 
able advantage to that nation: it enables its authors to incul- 
cate and spread throughout other nations such sentiments and 
opinions on important points as are most conducive to its 
interests, or which may contribute to its reputation by pro- 
moting the common interests of mankind. It is perhaps 
owing to its being written in French, that Voltaire’s Treatise 
on Toleration has had so sudden and so great an effect on 
the bigotry of Europe as almost entirely to disarm it. The 
general use of the French language has likewise a very ad- 
vantageous effect on the profits of the bookselling branch of 
commerce, it being well known that the more copies can be 
sold that are struck off from one composition of types, the 
profits increase in a much greater proportion than they do in 
making a great number of pieces in any other kind of manu- 
facture. And at present there is no capital town in Europe 
without a French bookseller’s shop corresponding with Paris. 


* Sometimes used by Englishmen: “To which Mr. Overton és as 
much opposed as he is himself.” [Christian Observer, vol. iii. p. 692.] 

* Several otlier words, or the sense in which they are used, might. 
be mentioned as peculiar to the United States of America: such as, 
To compromit, (to commit, expose, hazard.) To conflagrate, (to set 
fire to.) Episcopalians, (members of the church of England.) In- 
jfluential, (having influence.) Lengthy, (prolix, protracted, diffuse.) 
To locate, (to place, to survey.)—Cum multis alus, , 


PART I. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 265 


Our English bids fair to obtain the second place. The 
great body of excellent printed sermons in our language, 
and the freedom of our writings on political subjects, have 
induced a number of divines of different sects and nations, 
as well as gentlemen concerned in public affairs, to study it; 
so far atleast as to read it. And if we were to endeavor the 
facilitating its progress, the study of our tongue might be- 
come much more general. ‘Those who have employed some 
parts of their time in learning a new language, have fre- 
quently observed, that while their acquaintance with it was 
imperfect, difficulties small in themselves, operated as great 
ones in obstructing their progress. A book, for example, ill 
printed, or a pronunciation in speaking, not well articulated, 
would render a sentence unintelligible ; which from a clear 
print, or a distinct speaker, would have been immediately com- 
prehended. If therefore we would have the benefit of see- 
ing our language more generally known among mankind, we 
should endeavor to remove all the difficulties, however 
small, that discourage the learning it. But I am sorry to 
observe that of late years those difficulties, mstead of being 
diminished, have been augmented. In examining the English 
books that were printed between the Restoration and the ac- 
cession of George the Second, we may observe, that all sub- 
stantwwes were begun with a capital, in which we imitated 
our mother-tongue the German ; this was more particularly 
useful to those who were. not. well acquainted with the 
English; there bemg such a prodigious number of our 
words that are both verbs and substantives, and spelt in the 
same manner, though often accented differently im the pro- 
nunciation. This method has, by the fancy of printers, of 
late years been laid aside, from an idea that suppressing the 
capitals shows the character to greater advantage ; those let- 
ters prominent above the line disturbing its even regular ap- 
pearance. The effect of this change is so considerable, that 
a learned man of France, who used to read our books, though 
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not perfectly acquainted with our language, in conversation 
with me on the subject of our authors, attributed the greater 
obscurity he found in our modern books, compared with 
those of the period above-mentioned, to change of style for 
the worse m our writers; of which mistake I convinced him 
by marking for him each substantive with a capital in a para- 
graph, which he then easily understood, though before he 
could not comprehend it. This shows the inconvenience of 
that pretended improvement. From the same fondness for 
au even and uniform appearance of characters in the line, the 
printers have of late banished also the italic types, in which 
words of importance to be attended to im the sense of the 
sentence, and words on which an emphasis should be put in 
reading, used to be: printed. And lately another fancy has 
induced some. printers to use the short round s instead of 
the loug one, which formerly served well to distinguish 
a word readily by its. varied appearance. Certainly the 
omitting this prominent letter makes the line appear more 
even; but renders it less immediately legible, as the 
paring all men’s noses inight smooth and level their face, but 
would render their physiognomies less distinguishable. Add 
to all these improvements backwards, another modern fancy 
that grey printing is more beautiful than black ; hence the 
English new books are printed in so dim a character as to be 
read with difficulty by old eyes, unless in a very strong light 
and with good glasses. Whoever compares a volume of the 
Gentleman’s Magazine, printed between the years 1731 and 
1740, with one of those printed im the last ten years, will 
be convinced of the much greater degree of perspicuity 
given by black mk than by grey. Lord Chesterfield pleas- 
antly remarked this difference to Faulkener, the printer of 
the Dublin Journal, who was vainly making encomiums on 
his.own paper, as the most complete of any in the world,— 
« put, Mr. Faulkener,” said my Lord, ‘don’t you. think it 
might be’ still further improved by using paper and ink not 


‘ 
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quite so near of a color?” For all these’ reasons, 1 cannot 
but wish that our American printers would in their editions 
avoid these fancied improvements, and thereby render their 
works more agreeable to foreigners in Europe, to the great 
advantage of our bookselling commerce. | | 

Further, to be more sensible of the advantage of. clear 
and distinct printing, let us consider the assistance’ it affords 
in reading well aloud to an auditory. In so doing the eye 
generally slides forward three or four words before the voice. 
If the sight clearly distinguishes what the coming words are, 
it gives time to order the modulation of the voice to express 
them properly. But if they are obscurely printed or. dis- 
guised, by omitting the capitals and long s’s or otherwise, 
the reader is apt to modulate wrong; and finding he has done 
so, is obliged to go back and begin the sentence again, which 
fessens the pleasure of the hearers. This leads me to men- 
tion an old error in our mode of printing. We are sensible, 
that when a question is met with in reading, there is a proper 
variation to be used in the management of the voice. We 
have therefore a pomt ealled an interrogation, affixed to the 
question, in order to distinguish it. But this is absurdly 
placed at its end; so that the reader does not discover it till 
he finds he has wrongly modulated his voice, and 1s therefore 
obliged to begin again the sentence. To prevent this the 
Spanish printers, more sensibly, place an interrogation at the 
beginning as well as at the end of a question. We have 
another error of the same kind in printing plays, where 
something often occurs that is marked as spoken aside. 
But the word aside is placed at the end of the speech, when 
jt ought to precede it, as a direction to the reader, that he 
‘may govern his voice accordingly. ‘The practice of our 
ladies in meeting five or six together to form a little busy 
party, where each is employed in some useful work while 
one reads to them, 1s so commendable in itself, that it de-— 
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serves the attention of authors and printers to make it as 
pleasing as possible, both to the reader and hearers. 

After these general observations, permit me to make one 
that I imagine may regard your interest. It is that your 
spelling-book is miserably printed here, so as in many places 
to be scarcely legible, and on wretched paper. If this is 
not attended to, and the new one lately advertised as coming 
out should be preferable in these respects, it may hurt the 
future sale of yours. 

IT congratulate you on your marriage, of which the news-_ 
papers inform me. My best wishes attend you; being with 
sincere esteem, sir, your most obedient and most humble 


servant, B. FRANKLIN. 
To Dr. FRANKLIN. 
fn answer to the foregoing. ; 
Sir, Hartford, April 15, 1790. 


Your polite and flattering letter of the 26th of 
December, 1789, came by the way of Boston, and did not 
reach me till yesterday. Accept my respectful acknowledg- 
ments, sir, for the honor of the communication, as well as 
for the very useful and important remarks it contains, upon 
what are called improvements in our language. If you have 
no objection, sir, [ could wish to publish the letter for the 
benefit of my countrymen; and, agreeable to your request 
{ will, as time and opportunity shall offer, make additional 
remarks on this subject. 

Your observations on the use of the words improve, 
notice, advocate, progress, have occurred to me often. 
Improve, in the sense of employ, use, occupy, has found its 
way into the statutes of Connecticut, and is constantly used 
by our inaccurate speakers and writers. Notice and advocate, 
as verbs, are modern; but they are formed from the nouns, 
agreeable to the idiom and principles of the language. To 
fear, to love, to scorn, to head, and half the verbs in our 
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language, are formed in the same manner from the substan- 
tives. See the beginning of my fourth dissertation. Where 
the construction ef such words is consonant to established 
principles, and is not disagreeable to the ear, I doubt how 
far the alterations are to be discountenanced. But with re- 
spect. to progress, there appears to be no room for doubt; 
for, to form it into a verb, it is necessary to change the 
accent of the word; and I agree with you, sir, in pronoun- 
cing it “ awkward and abominable.” 

If I understand your remarks on the word oppose, your _ 
objection is, that the word is used in a passive sense, instead 
of an active; the gentlemen who are opposed to the meas 
sure, instead of, the gentlemen who oppose it. ‘This is cer- 
tainly accurate. 

In your remarks on printing I heartily concur, I[ could 
wish to see utility always preferred to imaginary and whim- 
sical ornaments, especially in an art of so much consequence 
as that of printing. That my spelling-book is badly printed 
in Philadelphia, I lament, and shall try to remedy the evil 
some time in the course of this year, when [ expect to be in 
Philadelphia. But I see the Irish interest will be in favor 
of Mr. Barry’s; and in this preference, some unreasonable 
personal prejudices against me, contracted while I was in 
Philadelphia in. 1787, will perhaps have some influence. 
With a great number of very good men, my opposition to. 
Sheridan’s pronunciation will be a sufficient ground of oppo- 
sition to mine. Still I hope to do some good by my publi- 
cations on language, although I expect it will be small.’ I 
have now taken up my profession, which I laid aside for 
seven or eight years, and must endeavor to repair that loss 
of time by double assiduity. 

[thank you, sir, most sincerely for your kind congratu- 
lations on my marriage. Mrs. Webster, who was once at 
' your house in 1787, desires her respects to you and to Mrs. 
Bache. I regret your indisposition and infirmities for your 
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own sake, as well as on account of my country, which feels 
grateful for your services, and wishes still to reap the ripened 
fruit of your experience, observations, and talents. ; 
I am, sir, with gratitude and respect, your obliged and 
obedient humble servant, Noan WesstTer; Jun. 


LetTeR FRoM Dr. Stites, PRESIDENT oF YALE 
CoLueGceE, &c. ro Dr. FRANKLIN. 
Requesting his portrait for Yale College, and wishing to be 
made acquainted with his religious sentiments. 

Sir, Yale College, Jan. 28, 1790. 

We have lately received Governor Yale’s portrait 
from his family in London, and deposited it in the college 
library, where is also deposited one of Governor Saltonstall’s. 
i have long wished that we might be likewise honored with 
that of Dr. Franklin. In the course of your long life you 
may probably have’become possessed of several portraits of 
yourself. Shall I take too great a liberty im humbly asking 
2 donation of one of them to Yale College? You obliged 
me with a. mezzotinto picture of yourself many years ago, 
which [ often view with pleasure. But the canvass is more 
permanent. We wish to be possessed of the durable resem- 
blance of the American patriot and philosopher. You have 
merited and received all the honors of the republic of let- 
ters; and are going to a world where all sublunary glories 
will be lost in the glories of immortality. Should you shine 
throughout the intellectual and stellary universe, with the 
eminence and distinguished lustre with which you have ap- 
peared in this little detached part of the creation, you would 
be: what [ most fervently wish to you, sir, whatever may be 
my fate in eternity. The grand climacteric in which 1 now 
am, reminds me of the interesting scenes of futurity. You 
know, sir, that lam a Christian, and would to heaven all 
‘others were such as I am, except my imperfections and defi- 
ciencies of moral character! As much as I know of Dr., 
Franklin, I have not an idea of his religious sentiments, I 
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wish to know the opinion of my venerable friend concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth. We will not impute this to. zper- 
tinence or improper curiosity in one, who for so many years 
has continued to love, estimate, and reverence his abilities 
and literary character, with an ardor and affection bordering 
on adoration. If [have said too much, let the request~be 
blotted out, and be no more ; and yet I shall never cease to 
wish you that happy immortality which I believe Jesus alone 
has purchased for the virtuous and truly good of every reli- 
gious denomination in Christendom, and for those of every 
age, nation, and mythology, who reverence the Deity, are 
filled with integrity, righteousness, and benevolence. Wish- 
ing you every blessing, 1 am, dear sir, your most. obedient 
servant, _. estitl . Ezra STiLes. 
ANSWER TO THE REVEREND PRESIDENT STILES. 
| | Philadelphia, March 9, 1790. 
Reverenp anp Dear Sir, 

L-received your kind letter of January 28, a am 
glad you have at length received the portrait of Ciuc 
Yale from his family; and deposited it in the college library. 
He was a great and good man, and had the merit of domg 
infinite service to your country by his munificence to. that 
institution. ‘The honor you propose doing me, by placing 
mine in the same room with his, is much too great, for my 
deserts; but you always had a partiality for me, and to, that 
it must be ascribed... 1 am however too much obliged to 
Yale College, the first learned society that took notice of 
me and adorned me with its honors, ‘to refuse a request that 
comes from. it through so esteemed a friend. But 1.do not 
think any one of the portraits you mention as in my posses- 
sion, worthy of the situation and company you propose to 
place it in. You have an excellent artist lately arrived.’ If 


* Supposed to be Sruarr, an eminent portrait-painter, then just 
returned from Europe to his native country, 
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he will undertake to make one for you, I shall cheerfully 
pay the expense: but he must not delay setting about it, or 
I may slip through his fingers; for I am now in my 85th 
year, and very infirm. 

I send with this a very learned work as it seems to me, on 
the ancient Samaritan coins, lately printed in Spain, and at 
Jeast curious for the beauty of the impression. Please to 
accept it for your college library. 1 have subscribed for the 
encyclopedia now printing here, with the imtention of pre- 
senting it to the college. I shall probably depart before the 
work is finished, but shall leave directions for its continuance 
to the end. With this you will receive some of the first 
numbers. | | 

You desire to know something of my religion. It is the 
first time 1 have been questioned upon it. But I cannot 
take your curiosity amiss, and shal] endeavor in a few words 
to gratify it. Here is my creed: I believe in one God, the 
creator of the universe. ‘That he governs it by his Provi- 
dence. ‘That he ought to be worshipped. ‘That the most 
acceptable service we render to him is doing good to his 
other children. ‘That the soul of man is immortal, and will 
be treated with justice in another life respecting its conduct 
in this, These I take to be the fundamental points in all 
sound religion, and I regard them as you do in whatever sect 
I meet with them.t. As to Jesus or NAZARETH, my 
opinion of whom you particularly desire, I think the system 
of morals and his religion, as he left them to us, the best the 
world ever saw or is like to see; but I apprehend it has re- 
ceived various corrupting changes, and I have, with most of 
the present dissenters in England, some doubts as to his 


* “For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.” POPE. — 
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divinity; though it'is a question I do not dogmatise upon; 
having never studied it, and think it needless to busy myself 
with it now, when [ expect soon an opportunity of knowing 
the truth with less trouble. I see no harm, however, in its 
being believed, if that belief has the good consequence, as 
probably it has, of making his doctrines more respected and 
more observed; especially as I do not perceive that the 
Supreme takes it amiss by distinguishing the believers, in 
his government of the world, with any peculiar marks of his 
displeasure. I shall only add respecting myself, that having 
experienced the goodness of that Being in conducting me 
prosperously through a long life, I have no doubt of its con- 
tinuance in the next, though without the smallest conceit of 
meriting such goodness. My sentiments on this head you 
will see in the copy of an old letter enclosed,’ which I wrote 
in answer to one from an old religionist whom I had re- 
lieved in a paralytic case by electricity, and who being afraid 
I should grow proud upon it, sent me his serious, though 
rather impertinent, caution. I send you also the copy of 
another letter,” which will show something of my disposition 
relating to religion. With great and sincere esteem and 
affection, I am, &c. | B. FRANKLIN. | 


P.S.—Had not your college some present of books from 
the king of France? Please to let me know if you had an 
expectation given you of more, and the nature of that expec-_ 
tation. I have a reason for the inquiry. 

I confide that you will not expose me to criticisms and 
censures, by publishing any part of this communication to 


« Supposed to be the Letter to George Whitfield, dated June 6; 
MBER ple. cotirvoq 2 inary: wod Haid Sar ae 

* Uncertain: perhaps the following one. 

VOL, I. | or s 
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you. Ihave ever let others enjoy their religious sentiments 
without reflecting on them for those that appeared to’ me 
unsupportable or even absurd. All sects here, and we have 
a gréat variety, have experienced my good-will in assisting 
them with subscriptions for the building their new places of 
worship ; and, as I have never opposed any of their doctrines, 
1 hope to go out of the world in peace with them all. 


To #*HK, 


Dear Sir, — (Without. date.) 

I have read your manuscript with some attention. 
By the argument it contains against a particular Providence, 
though you allow a general Providence, you strike at the 
_ foundations of all religion. For without the belief of .a 
Providence that takes cogniaance of, guards and guides, and 
may favor particular persons, there is no motive to worship 
a Deity, to fear its displeasure, or to pray for its protection. 
I will not enter into any discussion of our principles, 
though you seem to desire it. At present I shall only give 
you my opinion, that though your reasonings are subtle, and 
may prevail with some readers, you will not succeed so.as to 
change the general sentiments of mankind on that subject; 
and the consequence of printing this piece willbe, a great 
deal of odium drawn upon yourself, mischief to you, and 
no benefit to others. He that spits against. the wind, spits 
in his own face. But were you to succeed, do you imagine 
any good would be done by it? You yourself may find it 
easy to live a virtuous life without the assistance afforded by 
religion ; you having a clear .perception of the advantages 
of virtue, and. the disadvantages of vice, and possessing a 
strength of resolution sufficient to enable you to resist com- 
mon temptations. But think how great a portion of mian- 
kind consists of weak and ignorant men and women, and of 
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inexperienced inconsiderate youth of both sexes, who have 
_ need of the motives of religion to restrain them from vice, 
to support their virtue, and retain thei in the practice of it 
till it becomes Aabitual, which is the great point for its 
security. And perhaps you are indebted to her originally, 
that'is to your religious education, for the habits of virtue 
upon which you now justly value yourself. You might 
easily display your excellent talents of reasoning upon a less 
hazardous subject, and thereby obtain a rank with our most 
distinguished authors. For among us it is not necessary as 
among the Hottentots, that a youth to be raised into the 
company of men, should prove his manhood by beating his 
mother. I would advise. you therefore not to attempt un- 
chaining the tuger, but to burn this piece before it is seen by 
any other person, whereby you will save yourself a great 
deal of mortification from the enemies it may raise against 
you, and perhaps a good deal of regret and repentance. If. 
men are so wicked weth religion, what would they be if 
without it?* I intend this letter itself as a proof of my 
friendship, and therefore add no professions to it; but.sub- 
s¢ribe simply yours, as - 3) fed s¢ 
i bi B. FRANKLIN. 


* Montesquieu’ says, “ La religion, méme fausse, est le meilleur 
garant que les hommes, puissent aygir de la probité des hommes.” — 
(Esprit.des Loix, chap. 25, liv. 8.). 

f 
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‘BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


PART II. 
LETTERS RELATING TO AMERICAN POLITICS. 


To Josgrn Ganioway, Eso. SPEAKER OF THE 
House or Ass—EMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Repeal of act restraining the legal tender of paper money 

—Mr. Grenville—Mr. Townsend—The salt duty— 

Change of ministry predicted. . 
Dear Sir, . London, June 18, 1767. 

: In my last of May 20th, I mentioned my hopes 
that we should at length get over all obstructions to the 
repeal of the act restraining the legal tender of paper-money ; 
but those hopes are now greatly lessened. 

The ministry had agreed to the repeal, and the notion that 
had possessed them that they might make a revenue from 
paper-money, in appropriating the imterest by parliament, 

was pretty well removed by my assuring them, that it was 
my opinion no colony would make money on those terms, 
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and that the benefits arising to the commerce of this country 
im America, from a plentiful currency, would therefore be 
lost, and the repeal answer no end, if the assemblies were 
not allowed to appropriate the interest themselves; that the 
crown might get.a share upon occasional requisitions, I 
made no doubt, by voluntary appropriations of the assem- 
blies; but they would never establish such funds as to make 
themselves unnecessary to government, &c. Those. and 
other reasons that were urged, seemed to satisfy them, and 
we began to think all would go smoothly, and the mer- 
chants prepared their: petition on which the repeal was to be 
founded. But in the house, when the chancellor of the 
exchequer had gone through his proposed American revenue, 
viz. by duties on glass, china ware, paper, pasteboard, colors, 
tea, &c. Grenville stood up, and undervalued them all as 
trifles ;: and, said he, “ Pll tell the honorable gentleman of a 
revenue that will produce something valuable in America : 
make. paper, money for the colonies, issue it upon loan 
there, take:the interest, and apply it as.you think proper.” 
Mr. Townsend, finding the house listened to this, and seemed 
to like it, stood up again,. and said, “ that was a proposition 
of ,his own, which. he had mtended to make with the rest, 
but it had slipt his memory, and the gentleman, who must 
have heard of it, now unfairly would take advantage of that 
sip, and make a merit to himself of a proposition that. was 
_ another’s; and as a proof of it, assured the house a bill was 
prepared for the purpose, and would be laid before them.” 
This startled all our friends; and the merchants concluded 
to keep back their petition for a while, till things appeared 
a little clearer, lest their friends in. America. should. blame 
them as having furnished foundation for an act, that must 
have, been disagreeable to the colonies. I found the rest of 
the ministry did not like this proceeding of the chancellor’s ; 
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but there was'no going on with our scheme against his de- 
claration ; and ‘as he daily talked of resigning, there being no 
good agreement between him and the rest, and as we found 
thé general prejudice against the colonies so strong in the 
liouse, that any thing in the shape of a favor to them all was 
like to. meet with great opposition, whether le was out or 
in, I proposed to Mr. Jackson the putting our colony forée< 
thost,-as we stood in a pretty good light, and asking the 
favor for us alone. This he agreed might be proper im case 
the chancellor should go out, and undertook ‘to bring in a 
bill for that purpose, provided the Philadelphia merchants 
would petition for it; and he wished to have such_ petition 
ready to present 1f an opening for it should offer. Accord 
ingly I applied to them, and prepared a draft of a petition 
for ‘them to ‘sign, a copy of which I send you enclosed. 
They seenied generally for the measure; but apprehending 
the merchants of the other colonies, who had hitherto gone 
hand in hand with us in all American affairs, might take 

limbrage if we now separated from them, it was thought 
right to call a meeting of the whole to consult upon this 
proposal. At this meeting I represented to them, as the 
ground of this measure, that the colonies being generally out 
of favor at present, any hard clause relating to paper-money 
in the repealing bill, will be more easily received in parlia- 
ment.if the bill related to all the colonies; that Pennsylvania 
being in some degree of favor, might possibly alone obtaim 
a better act than the whole could do, as it might by govern- 
ment be thought as good policy to show favor where there 
had been obedience, as resentment where there had been the 
reverse. That a good act obtained by Pennsylvania might — 
another year, when the resentment against the colonies 
should be abated, be made use of as a precedent, 8c. Ke. 
But after 4 good deal of debate, it was: finally concluded 
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not to: precipitate matters, it being very dangerous, by any 
kind of petition, to furnish the chancellor with a horse on 
which he could put what saddle he thought fit: the other 
merchants seemed rather averse to. the Pennsylvania’ mer- 
chants proceeding alone, but ‘said they were certainly at 
liberty to do as they thought proper. The conclusion of 
the Pennsylvania merchants was to wait awhile, holding: the 
separate petition ready to sign and present if a proper open- 
ing should appear this session, but otherwise to reserve it to 
the next, when the complexion of ministers and measures 
may probably be changed. And as this session now draws 
to a conclusion, I begin to think nothing will be farther done | 
in it this year. ws 
Mentioning the merchants, puts me in mind of some 

discourse [ heard among them, that was by no means agree- 

able. It was said that im the opposition they gave the 

stamp act, and their endeavors to obtain the repeal, they had 

spent at their meeting, and in expresses to all parts of this 

country, and for a vessel to carry the joyful news to North 

America, and in the entertainments given our friends of 
both houses, &c. near 1500/.; that for all this, except from 
the little colony of Rhode Island, they had not received so 

‘much as a thank ye. ‘That on the contrary, the circular 
letters they had written with the best intentions to the mer- 

chants of the several colonies, containing their best and 

most friendly advice, were either answered with unkind re- 

flections, or contemptuously ‘left without answer: and that 

the captain of the vessel they sent express with the news, 

having met with misfortunes ‘that obliged him to travel by 

Jand through all the colonies from New Hampshire to Penn- 

sylvania, was everywhere treated with neglect and contempt, 

instead of civility and hospitality; and nowhere with more ’ 
than at Philadelphia, where, though he delivered letters to 
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the merchants,that must make him and his errand known to 
them; no one) took the least notice of him. E.own I;was 
ashamed: to hear all this, but hope there is some. mistake in 
it. I should not have troubled you with this. account, but 
that I:think we stand in truth greatly obliged to the mer- 
chants; who.are a very respectable body, and whose friend- 
ship is worth preserving, as it may greatly help us on future 
occasions ;,.and therefore | wish some decent. acknowledg- 
ments or thanks were sent from the assemblies of | the colo- 
nies, since their,correspondents have omitted it. 
-wkshave:said-the less of late in my letters en the 
petitions, because 1 hoped, this summer to have an oppor- 
tunity of communicating every thing viva voce; and there 
are particulars that cannot. safely be trusted to paper. Per- 
haps, may be more determined, as to returning or staying 
another winter, when I receive my next letters from you and 
my other friends in Philadelphia. . 

We got the chancellor to drop his salt duty.: And the 
merchants. trading to Portugal and Spain, he says, have 
made; such a clamor about. the intention of suffering ships to 
go directly, with wine, fruit, and oil, from those countries to 
America, that he has,. dropped that scheme, and we are, it 
seems, to,Jabor a; little honge? under the inconveniencies. of 
the restraint... eas (es 

It is ;said. the bill on ahaha the pre ier ws New 
York, and, Georgia,, till they. comply with the act,of parlia- 
ment for quartering, soldiers, will. pass this session. . I fear 
that, imprudencies on. both sides, may, step. by step, bring on 
the most mischievous consequences. It. is imagined here 
that this act will.enforce immediate, compliance; and if the 
people should be quiet, content.,themselves. with the laws 
they haye, and let the matter rest, till in some future war the 
king wanting aids from them, and finding himself restrained 
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in his legislation by the act as much as the people, shallthink 
fit by his ministers to propose the repeal, the parliament will 
be greatly disappointed; and perhaps it may take this turn. 
I wish nothing worse may happen. 

‘The present, ministry will probably continue through this 
session. But their disagreement, with the total mability of 
Lord Chatham through sickness to do any business, must bring 
on some change before next winter. I wish ‘as may be for the 
better, but fear the contrary. 

Please to present my dutiful respects to the ‘hihi. a 
believe me ever, dear sir, yours and the committee’s most 
obedient and faithful humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. . 


To JosepH Gatitoway, Esg.. 


Attempt to form a coalition of parties, in a new ministry — 
Right claimed to tax the colonies—Paper sage , 


Dear Sir, _ London, August 8, 1767. 
I have before me your favors of April 23,:May 21 
and 26. ‘The confusion among our great men still continues 
as much as ever, and a melancholy thing’ it is to consider; 
that instead of employing the present leisure-of peace in-such 
measures as might extend our commerce, pay off our debts; 
secure allies, and increase the strength and ability of the nation 
to support a future war, the whole seems to be wasted in party 
contentions, about places of power and. profit, in court intri- 
sail and cabals, and in abusing one another. : r 
There has lately been an attempt to make a kind of seals 
of parties in a new ministry, but it fell through, and the ‘pre+ 
sent set is like to continue for some time longer, which Tam 
rather pleased with, as.some of those who ‘were proposed to 
be introduced are professed adversaries. to America, whicl: is 
now made one of the distinctions of party here; those who 
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have in the two last sessions shown a disposition to favor us, 
being called, by way of reproach, Americans; while the other 
adherents to Grenville and Bedford value themselves on being 
true to the interests of Britain, and zealous for maintaining its 
dignity and sovereignty over the colonies. This distinction 
will, it s apprehended, be carried much higher in the next 
session, for the political purpose of influencing the ensuing 
election. It is already given out that the compliance of New 
York im providing for the quarters, without taking notice of 
its beimg done in obedience to the act of parliament, is evasive 
and unsatisfactory. That it is high time to put the right and 
power of this country to tax the colonies out of dispute, by 
act of taxation effectually carried into execution, and that 
all the colonies should he obliged explicitly to acknowledge 
that right. Every step is taking to render the taxing America 
2 popular measure here, by continually insisting on the topics 
of our wealth and florishing circumstances, while this coun- 
try is loaded with debt, great part of it incurred on our ac- 
count, the distress of the poor here by the multitude and 
weight of taxes, &c. &c.; and though the traders and manufac- 
turers may possibly be kept in our interest, the idea of an 
American tax is very pleasing to the landed men, who there- 
fore readily receive and propagate these sentiments wherever 
they have influence. If such a bill should be brought im, it 
is hard to say what would be the event of it, or what would 
be the effects. ‘Those who oppose it, though they should be 
strong enough to throw it out, would be stigmatised as Ame- 
ricaws, betrayers of old England, &e.; and perhaps our friends 
by this means being excluded, a majority of our adversaries 
may get im, and then the act infallibly passes the fo 


session. To avoid the danger of such exclusion, perhaps little — 


opposition will be given, and then it passes immediately. I 
know not what to advise upon this occasion, but that we 


- a ee 
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should ‘all do our endeavors on both sides the water ‘to lessen 
thé’ present unpopularity of the American cause, conciliate 
thé affections of people here towards us, increase by all pos- 
siblé means the number of our friends, and be careful not to 
weaken’ their hands and strengthen those of our enemiés, by _ 
rash proceedings on our side, the mischiefs of which are in- 

conceivable. © Some of our friends have thought that‘a publi- 

éation of my examination here, might answer some of the 

above purposes, by removing prejudices, and refuting false- 

hoods, and demonstrating our merits with regard to this coun- 

try. It is accordingly printed and “has a great run: T have 

atiother piece in hand which I intend to putiout about the 

time of the meeting of parliament, if those I consult with shall 

judge that it may be of service. | Evo yeiee 4H 

~The next session of parliament will snttuablyt be a’ tai 

one, on’account of the following election. And I am now 

advised by some of our great friends here to'see that out, not 
returning to America till the spring.” My presence indeed 

is ‘necessary there to settle some private affairs. Unforeseen 
and unavoidable difficulties have hitherto obstructed our pro- 
éeedings in the main intent of my coming over, and perhaps 
(though 1'think my being here.has not been altogether unser- 
viceable) our friends in the assembly may begin to be dis- 
_ couraged’ and tired of the expense. If that should be the 
case I would not have you propose to continue me as agent 
at the meeting of the new assembly; my endeavors to serve 
the province in what 1 may while I remain here, shall not be 

lessened ‘by that omission. 1S 

‘Lam glad you have made a trial of paper money not a legal 

tender. ‘The quantity being small may perhaps be kept up 
in fall credit notwithstanding; and if that can be avoided, 
Tam not for applying here again very soon for a repeal of the 

restraining act. I am afraid an’ ill use will be made of it. 
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The plan of ,our adversaries is to render assemblies in! Ame- 
rica useless;, and. to have a revenue independent of their 
grants, for all the purposes of their defence, and supporting 
governments among them. It is our interest to prevent this. 
And that they may not lay hold of our necessities for paper 
money, to draw a revenue from that article, whenever they 
grant us the liberty we want. of making it.a legal tender, I 
wish some other method may be fallen upon of supporting its 
credit... What think you of getting all the merchants, traders, 
and principal people of all sorts to join in petitions to the as- 
sembly for a moderate emission, the petition being accom- 
panied with a,mutual engagement to take it in all dealings at 
the rates fixed by law? Such an engagement had a great effect 
in fixing the value and rates of our gold and silver. « Or, per- 
haps, a bank might be established that would answer.all pur- 
poses. Indeed I think with you that those merchants here who. 
have-made difficulties on the subject of the legal tender, have 
not “ understood their own imterests. For there can be no 
doubt, that should a scarcity of money continue among us, 
we shall take off less of their merchandise, and attend more to 
manufacturing and raising the necessaries. and superfluities, 
of life among ourselves, which we now receive from them,” 
And perhaps this consequence would attend our making no 
paper: money at all of any sort; that bemg thus by a want of 
cash,driven to industry and-frugality, we should gradually be- 
come more rich without their trade, than we can possibly be 
with. 1t; and by keepmg in the country the real cash that 
comes into it, have in time a quantity sufficient for all our oc- 
casions.. But I mapper" our mpbople will scarce have Kenan 
to, wait for'this... .. : 4 OOS Xe 

oD have received the: wen votes, but not the laws, I hear 


nselieg: yet of any objection made by the proprietaries. to any 
of them at the board of trade. 
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Please to present my duty to the assembly, with thanks for 
their care of me, and assure them of my most faithful services: 
With sincerest esteem and respect, | am, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. | 


To Governor Franxuin, New Jersey.. 


Conversation with Lord Shelburne and Mr. Conway on Ame- 
rican affairs— Paper money— De Guerchy— Monsieur 
Durand, the French minister plenipotentiary, curious about 

| American affairs. 


Dear Son, London, August 28,1767. 
I have no letter of yours since my. anes in’ which 
I answered all preceding ones. 

Last week I dined at Lord Shelburne’s, and had a “ae con- 
versation with him and Mr. Conway (there being no other 
company), on the subject of reducing American expense. 
They have it in contemplation to return the management of 
Indian affairs into the hands of the several provinces ‘on which 
the nations border, that the colonies may bear the charge of 
treaties, &c. which they think will then be managed more fru- 
gally, the treasury being tired with the immense drafts of ‘the 
superintendants, &c. I took the opportunity of urging it:as 
one means of saving expense in supporting the out-posts, that 
a settlement should be made in the Illinois country; expa- 
tiated on the various advantages, viz. furnishing provisions 
cheaper to the garrisons, securmg the country, retaining the 
trade, raising a strength there which, on occasion of a future 
war, might easily be poured down the Mississippi upom the 
lower country, and into the Bay of Mexico, to be used against 
Cuba, or Mexico itself, &c. 1 mentioned your planyits be- 
ing approved by Sir Wiltam Jonlison, the readiness and ability 
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of the géntlemen concerned to carry the settlement into’ exe- 
cution with very little expense to the crown, &c. Ke... The 
secretaries appeared finally to be fully convinced, and there 
remained no obstacle but the board of trade, which was to. be 
brought over privately before the matter should be referred to 
them officially.. In case of laying aside the superintendants, 
a provision was thought of for Sir William Johnson, &c. We 
had a good deal of farther discourse on American affairs, 
particularly on paper money: lord Shelburne declared himself 
fully convinced of the utility of taking off the restraint, by my 
answer to the report of the board of trade. General Conway 
had not seen it, and desired me to send it to him, which I did 
next morning. They gave me expectation of a repeal next 
session, Lord-Clare being come over: but they said there was 
some difficulty with others at the board who had signed that 
report; for there was a good deal in what Soame Jenyns had 
laughingly said when asked to concur in some measure, I have 
no kind of objection to rt, provided we have heretofore signed 
nothing to the contrary. In this conversation [ did not,forget 
our main Pennsylvania business, and I think made some far- 
ther progress, though but little. The two secretaries seemed 
intent upon preparing business for next parliament, which 
makes me think that the late projects of changes are now 
quite over, and that they expect to continue in place. But 
whether they. will do much.or little, I cannot say. | 
De Guerchy, the French ambassador, is gone home, mail 
Monsieur Durand is left minister plenipotentiary. He is: ex- 
tremely curious to inform himself in the affairs of America; 
pretends to have a great esteem for me, on account of the 
abilities shown in my examination; has desired to have all. my 
political writings ; invited me to dine with him; was very i- 
quisitive ; treated me with great civility; makes me visits, &e. 
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I fancy that intriguing nation would like very well to, meddle 
on occasion, and blow up the coals between Britain and her 
colonies; but I hope we shall give them no opportunity. 
I write this in a great hurry, being setting out in an hour 
on another journey with my steady good friend Sir John Pringle. 
We propose to visit Paris. Durand has given my letters of 
recommendation to the Lord knows who. I am told I shall 
meet with great respect there; but winds change, and. perhaps 
it will be full as well if I do not. We shall be gone about 
six weeks. [have a little private commission to transact, of 
which more another time.. Communicate nothing of this let- 
ter but privately to our friend Galloway. I am your affec- 
tionate father, : | B. FRANKLIN» 


To GovERNoR FRANKLIN. 


Geet Bernard—Conversation with Lord Shelburne— 
Dean Tucker—Lord Clare. Pawns 


Dear Son, London, Nov. 25, 1767. 

I think the New Yorkers have been very discreet 
in forbearing to write and publish against the late:act.of par- 
liament. I wish the Boston people had been as quiet, since 
Governor Bernard has sent over all their violent papers to the 
ministry, and wrote them word that he daily expected a rebel- 
lion. He did indeed afterwards correct this extravagance by 
writing again, that he now understood those papers were ap- 
proved but by few, and disliked by all the sober sensible peo- 
ple of the province. A certain noble lord expressed himself 
to me with some disgust and contempt of B. on this occasion; 
saying he ought to have known his. people better, than to im- 
pute to the whole country sentiments that perhaps are only 
scribbled by some madman in a garret; that he appeared to 
be too fond of contention, and mistook the matter greatly, in 
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supposing such letters as he wrote were acceptable to the 
ministry. I have heard nothing of the appointment of 
General Clarke to New York: but I know he is a friend of 
Lord Shelburme’s, and the same that recommended Mr. 
M‘Lean to be his secretary. Perhaps it might be talked of 
in my absence. 

The commissioners for the American bom went hence 
while 1 was in France ; you know before this time who they 
are, and how they are received, which I want to hear. Mr. 
Williams, who is gone in some office with them, is brother 
to our cousin Wiliams of Boston; but I assure you [ had 
not the least share in his appointment; having, as I told you 
before, carefully kept out of the way of that whole affair. 

As soon as [ received Mr. Galloway’s, Mr. T. Wharton’s, 
and Mr. Croghan’s letters on the subject of the boundary, I 


communicated them immediately to Lord Shelburne. He 


invited me the next day to dine with him. Lord Clare was 
to have been there, but did not come. There was nobody 
but Mr. M‘Lean. My lord knew nothing of the boundary’s 
having ever been agreed on by Sir William, had sent the 
letters to the board of trade, desiring search to be made 
there for Sir William’s letters, and ordered Mr. M‘Lean to 


search the secretary’s office, who found nothing. We had 


much discourse about it; and I pressed the importance of 
dispatching orders immediately to Sir William to complete 
the affair. His lordship asked who was to make the pur= 
chase, i. e. be at the expense? [ said thatif the line included 


any lands within the grants of the charter colonies, they 


should pay the purchase money of such proportion. If any 
within the proprietary grants, they should pay their propor- 


tion; but that what was within royal governments, where the 
king granted the lands, the crown should pay for that pro- 


portion. His lordship was pleased to say, he thought this 


’ a 
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reasonable. He finally desired me to go to Lord Clare as 
from him, and urge the business there, which I undertook to 
do. Among other things at this conversation we talked. of 
the new settlement; his lordship told me he had himself 
drawn up a paper of reasons for those settlements, which he 
laid before the king in council, acquainting them that he did 
not offer them merely as his own sentiments, they were what 
he had collected from General Amherst, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. 
Jackson, three gentlemen that were allowed to be the best 
authorities for any thing that related to America. I think he 
added, that the council seemed to approve of the design: I 
know it was referred to the board of trade, who, I believe, 
have not yet reported on it, and I doubt will report against 
it. My lord told me one pleasant circumstance, viz. that he 
had shown his paper to the dean of Gloucester (Tucker) to 
hear his. opinion of the matter; who very sagaciously re- 
marked, that he was sure that paper was drawn up by Dr, 
Franklin; he saw him in every paragraph ; adding, that Dr. 
Franklin wanted to remove the seat of government to Ame- 
rica: that, said he, is his constant plan. 

I waited next morning upon Lord Clare, and pressed the 
matter of the boundary closely upon him. He said they 
could not find they had ever received any letters from Sir 
William concerning this boundary, but were searching far- 
ther: agreed to the necessity of settling it; but thought 
there would be some difficulty about who should pay the 
purchase-money ; for that this country was already so loaded 
it could bear no more. We then talked of the new colonies. 
I found he was inclined to think one near the mouth of the 
Ohio might be of use, in securing the country, but did not 
much approve that at Detroit. And as to the trade, he 
imagined it would be of little consequence if we had all the 
peltry to be purchased there, but supposed our traders would 

VOL. I. T 
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sell it chiefly to the French and Spaniards, at New — 
as he heard they had hitherto done. way 

At the same time that we Americans wish not to be fwdgedt 
of in the gross, by particular papers written by anonymous 
scribblers and published in the colomies, it would be well if 
we could avoid falling into the same mistake in America, m 
judging of ministers here by the libels printed against them. 
The enclosed is a very abusive one, in which, if there is any 
foundation of truth, it can only be im the insiiuation con- 
tained in the words, “ after eleven adjournments,” that they 
are too apt to postpone business: but if they have given any 
occasion for this reflection, there are reasons and circum- 
stances that may be urged in their excuse. 

It gives me pleasure to hear that the people of ihe ther 
colonies are not insensible of the zeal with which I occasion- 
ally espouse their respective interests, as well as the interests 
of the whole. I shall continue to do so as long” as I reside 
here and am able. 

The present ministry seem now likely to continue abbdetgl 
this session of parliament; and perhaps, if the new parlia- 
ment should not differ greatly in complexion from this, they 
may be fixed for a number of years, which I earnestly wish, 
as we have no chance for a better. ; 

Your affectionate father, B. FRANKLIN. 


To JosEPH GaLLoway, Eso. 
Paper money— Mr. Grenville—Duke of Bedford. | 


DerAR Six, | London, Dec. yi 1767 


I duly-seceived your favors of !August 22, Sep- 
tember 20, and October 8, and within these few days one of 
‘February 14, recommending Mr. Morgan Edwards! and his — 
affair of the Rhode Island college, which I shall endeavor to 
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promote, deeming the institution one of the most catholic and 
generous of the kind. ©) 4) hs oy were 
L.am) inclined to think with you, that the, wae sum you 
mi issued to discharge the. public debts only, will not be 
materially affected in its credit for want.of the legal tender, 
considering especially the present extreme want of money. in 
the province. . You appear to me to point out the true cause 
of the general distress, viz. the late luxurious mode of living 
introduced by a too great plenty of cash, .: [tis indeed amaz- 
ing to consider that we, had a quantity, sufficient before the 
war began, and that the war added immensely to that quan- 
tity by the sums spent among us by the crown, and the paper 
struck and issued in the province ; and now, m so few years, 
fl the money spent by the crown is gone away, and has: car- 
ried with it all the gold and silver we had before, leaving us 
bare and empty, and at the same time more in debt to Eng- 
land than ever we were! But I am inclined to think that the 
mere making more money will not mend our circumstances, 
if we do not return to that industry and frugality which were 
the fundamental causes of our former prosperity. I shall 
nevertheless do my utmost this winter to obtain the repeal of — 
the act restraining the legal tender, if our friends the mer- 
chants think it practicable, and will heartily espouse the 
cause; and in truth they have full as much interest in the 
event as we have. 3 | 
The present ministry, it is now thought, are likely to con- 
tinue at least tll a new parliament ; so that our apprehensions 
of a change, and that Mr. Grenville would come in again, 
seem over for the present. He behaves as if a little out of 
his head on the article of America, which he brings into every 
debate without rhyme or, reason, when the matter has not the 
least connexion,with it:, thus at the beginning of this ses- 
sion, on. the. debate upon the king’s speech he tired every 
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body, even his friends, with a long harangue about and against 
America, of which there was not a word in the speech. Last 
Friday he produced in the house a late Boston gazette, which 
he said denied the legislative authority of parliament, was 
treasonable, rebellious, &c., and moved it might be read, and 
that the house would take cognizance of it; but it being 
moved, on the other hand, that Mr. G.’s motion should be 
postponed to that day six months, it was carried without a 
division: and as.it is known that this parliament will expire 
before that time, it was equivalent to a total rejection of the 
motion. The Duke of B. too, it seems, moved in vain for 
a consideration of this paper in the house of lords. These 
are favorable symptoms of the present disposition of parlia- 
ment towards America, which I hope no conduct of the 
Americans will give just cause of altering. © 

Be so good as to present my best respects to the house; 
and believe me, with sincere esteem and regard, dear sir, your 
affectionate friend and most obedient servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Ross, PHtLapELPIA. 


— Question of admitting America to be ha ai in the 
British parliament. 


DEAR Sir, London, Dec. 12, 1767, 


I received your kind letter of October 18. | 
had before seen, with great pleasure, your name in the papers 
as chosen for the city of Philadelphia. 

The instruction you mention as proposed by a certain 
- great man, was really a wild one. The reasons you made 
use of against it were clear and strong, and could not but 
prevail. It will be time enough to show a dislike to the 
coalition when it is proposed to us. Meanwhile we have all 
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the advantage in the agreement of taxation, which our not be- 
ing represented will continue to give us. I think indeed that 
such an event is very remote. This nation is indeed too 
proud to propose admitting American representatives mto 
their parliament; and America is not so humble, or so fond 
of the honor, as to petition for it. In matrimonial matches, 
it is said, when one party is willing the match is half made; 
but where neither party is willing there is no great danger of 
their coming together. And to be sure such an important 
business would never be treated of by agents unimpowered 
and uninstructed; nor would government here act upon the 
private opinion of agents which might be disowned by their 
constituents. 

The present ministry seem now likely to continue through 
this session; and this, as'a new election approaches, gives 
them the advantage of getting so many of their friends chosen 
as may give a stability to their administration. I heartily 
wish it, because they are all well disposed towards America. _ 

With sincere esteem, I am, dear sir, your affectionate friend 
and most obedient servant, B, FrRanKuin. 


To Governor FRANKLIN. 


The Boston resolutions concerning trade—Anecdote relative 
to Col. Onslow and Mr. Grenville. 


Dear SON, | London, Dec. 19, 1767. 


The resolutions of the Boston people con- 
cerning trade make a great noise here. Parliament has not 
yet taken notice of them, but the newspapers are in full cry 
against America. Colonel Onslow told me at court last 
Sunday, that I could not conceive how much the friends of 
America were run upon and hurt by them, and: how ayoun 
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the Grenvillians triumphed. TI have just written a paper for 
next Tuesday’s Chronicle, to extenuate matters a little. 
Mentioning Colonel Onslow, reminds me of something 
that passed at the beginning of this session in the house, be- 
tween him and Mr. Grenville. The latter had been raving 
against America, as traitorous, rebellious, &c. when the for- 
mér, who has always been its firm friend, stood up and 
gravely said, that in reading the Roman history, he found it 
‘was a custom among that wise and magnanimous people, 
whenever the senate was informed of any discontent in the 
provinces, to send two or three of their body into the discon- 
tented provinces, to inquire mto the grievances complained 
of, and report to the senate that mild measures might be used | 
to remedy what was amiss, before any severe steps were 
taken to enforce obedience. That this example he thought 
worthy our imitation in the present state of our colonies ; for 
he did so far agree with the honorable gentleman that spoke 
just before him, as to allow there were great discontents 
among them. He should therefore beg leave to move, that 
two or three members of parliament be appointed to go over 
to New England on this service. And that it might not be 
supposed he was for imposing burthens on others that he 
would not be willing to bear himself, he did, at the same 
time, declare his own willingness, if the house should think 
fit to appoint them, to go over thither with that honorable 
gentleman. Upon this there was a great laugh, which con- 
tinued some time, and was rather increased by Mr. Gren- 
ville’s asking, “ will the gentleman engage that I shall be 
safe there ? Can I be assured that I shall be allowed to come 
back again to make the report?” As soon as the laugh was 
so far subsided as that Mr. Onslow could be heard again, he 
added: “ T cannot absolutely engage. for the honorable gen- 


PART Il. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 205 


tleman’s safe return ; but if he goes thither upon this service, I 
am strongly of opinion the event will contribute greatly to the 
future quiet of both countries.” On which the laugh was 
renewed and redoubled. | uliie 
_. If our people should follow the Boston example in enter- 
_ ing into resolutions of frugality and industry, full as necessary 
for us as for them, I hope they will among other things give 
this reason, that it is to enable them more speedily and effec- 
tually to discharge their debts to Great Britain: this will 
soften a little, and at the same time appear honorable and 
like ourselves. Yours, &c. B. Franxuin. 


From Governor PowNatt to Dr. FRANKLIN. 


Concerning an equal communication of rights, privileges, &c. 
| to America, by Great Britain. 
‘Dear Sik. 

The following objection against communicating 
to the colonies the rights, privileges, and powers of the realm, 
as to parts of the realm, has been made. I have been en- 
deavoring to obviate it, and I communicate [it] to you, in 
hopes of your promised assistance.. 

If, say the objectors, we communicate to the colonies the 
power of sending representatives, and in consequence expect 
them to participate in an. equal share and proportion of all 
our taxes, we must. grant to them all the powers of trade 
and manufacturing, which any other parts of the realm within 
the isle of Great Britam enjoy.—If so, perchance the pro- 
fits of the Atlantic commerce may converge to some centre 
in America; to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, or to 
some of the isles :—if so, then the natural and artificial pro- 
duce.of the colonies, and in course of consequences, the 
landed interest of the colonies, will be promoted ; while the 
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natural and artificial produce and landed interest of : Great 
Britain will be depressed, to its utter ruin and destruction ; 
-——and consequently the balance of the power of government, 
although still within the realm, will be locally transferred 
from Great Britain to the colonies. Which consequence, 
however it may suit a citizen of the world, must be folly and 
madness to a Briton. My fit is gone off; and. though — 
weak, both from the gout and a concomitant and very ugly 
fever, [am much better. Would be glad to see you. Your 
friend, J. PowNAauL. 


On the back of the foregoing letier of Governor Pownall 
are the following minutes by Dr. Franklin. 


This objection goes upon the supposition, that 
whatever the colonies gain, Britain must lose; and that if 
the colontes can be kept from gaining an advantage, Britain 
will gain wt :— 

If the colonies are fitter for a particular trade than Britain, 
they should have it, and Britain apply to what it is more fit 
for, The whole empire is a gainer. And if Britain is not 
so fit or so well situated for a particular advantage, other 
countries will get it, 2f the colonies do not. Thus Ireland 
was forbid the woollen manufacture, and remains poor : but 
this has given to the French the trade and wealth Ireland 
might have gained for the British empire. 

The government cannot long ‘be retamed without the 
union. Which is best (supposing your case) to have a total 
separation, or a change of the seat of government ? It by na 
means follows, that promoting and advancing the landed in- 
terest in America will depress that of Britain: the contrary 
has always been the fact. Advantageous situations and cir 
cumstances will always secure and fix «manufactures: Shef- 
field against all Europe these 300 years past. 
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| To Governor FRANKLIN. | 
Change of ministry—-Bedford party to come in. 
Dear Son, . London, Jan. 9, 1768. 
We have had so many alarms of changes which. 
did not take place, that just when I wrote it was thought the 
ministry would stand their ground. However, immediately 
after the talk was renewed, and it soon appeared the Sunday 
changes were actually settled. Mr. Conway resigns, and 
Lord Weymouth takes his place. Lord Gower is made 
president of the council m the room of Lord Northington. 
Lord Shelburne is stript of the American business, which is 
given to Lord Hillsborough as secretary of state for America, 
a new distinct department. Lord Sandwich, it is said, comes 
into the post-office in his place. Several of the Bedford 
party are now to come in. How these changes may affect 
us, a little time will show. Little at present is thought of 
but elections, which gives me hopes that nothing will be 
done against America this session, though the Boston gazette 
had occasioned some heats, and the Boston resolutions a pro- 
digious clamor. .I have endeavored to palliate matters for 
them as well as I can. I send you my manuscript of one 
paper, though I think you take the Chronicle. The editor 
of that paper, one Jones, seems a Grenvillian, or is very 
cautious, as you will see, by his corrections and omissions. 
He has drawn the teeth and pared the nails of my paper, so 
that it can neither scratch: nor bite. It seems only to paw 
and mumble. I send you also two other late pieces of 
mine. There is another which I cannot find. ‘Sear 
dam told there has been a talk of getting me appointed 
under secretary to Lord Hillsborough; but with litle like- 


lihood, as it isa settled pome here that 7 am too much: of an 
American. 
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IT am in very good health, thanks to God.. Your affec- 
tionate father, te iB. FRANKLIN. 
To Josrpu Gatioway, Eso. 
Change of ministry—American affairs. , 
Dear. Sir,,.;, London, Jan. 9, 1768. 
_ | wrote to you via Boston, and have little to add 
except to acquaint you that some changes have taken place 


since my last, which have-not the most promising aspect for 
America, several of the Bedford party being come into em- 


ployment again; a party that has distinguished itself by ex- | 


claiming against us on all late occasions. Mr. Conway, one 
of our friends, has resigned, and Lord Weymouth takes his 
place. Lord Shelburne,. another friend, is stripped of the 
American part of the business of his office, which now makes 
a distinct department, in which Lord Hillsborough is placed. 
I do not think this nobleman in general an enemy to Ame- 
rica; but in the affair of paper money he was last winter 
strongly against us. I did hope I had removed some of his 


prejudices on that head, but am not certam. _We have how- | 


ever increased the cry for it here, and believe shall attempt 
to obtain the repeal of the act, though the Boston gazette 
and their resolutions about manufactures have hurt us much, 
having occasioned an immense clamor here... I have endea- 
vored to palliate matters for them as well as I can, and hope 
with some success. For having m a large company, in which 
were some members of parliament, given satisfaction to all 
by what I alleged in explanation of the conduct of the 
Americans, and to show that they were not quite so unrea- 
sonable as they appear to be, I was advised by several pre- 
sent to make my sentiments public, not only for the sake of 
America, but as it would be some ease to our friends here, 
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who are triumphed over a good deal by our adversaries on 
the occasion. I have accordingly done it in the enclosed 
paper. I shall write you fully on other subjects very soon : 
at present can only add my respects to the committee, and 
that L am, dear si, your faithful humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


; 


To JosrpH Gattoway, Eso. - 


Restraining act relative to paper money— Conversation with 
_ Lord Hillsborough on the subject, and on a change of 
" government in Pennsylvania—Farce acted by parliament 
respecting the ma yor and aldermen of Oxford— Borough- 
: jobbing—Mr. Beckford’s bill to prevent bribery and cor- 
ruption—Sarcastic reply to Mr. Thurlow who opposed at. 


DEaRiSiRAy +1 . London, Feb, 17, 1768. 

In mine of January 9, I wrote to you that I 
believed, notwithstanding the clamor against America had 
been greatly increased by the Boston proceedings,,we should 
attempt this session to obtain the repeal of the restraining 
act relating to paper money. ‘The change of administration 
with regard to American affairs, which was agreed on some 
time before the new secretary kissed hands and entered upon 
business, made it impossible to go forward with that affair, as 
the minister quitting that department would not, and his suc- 
cessor could not engage in it; but now our friends the mer- 
chants have been moving in it, and some of them have con- 
ceived hopes from the manner in which Lord Hillsborough 
attended to their representations. It had been previously 
concluded among us, that if the repeal was to be obtained at 
all, it must be proposed in the light of a favor to the mer- 
chants of this country, and asked for by them, not by the 
agents as a favor to America. But as my lord had at sundry 
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times, before he came into his present station, discoursed 
with me on the subject, and got from me a copy of my 
answer to his report when at the head of the board of trade, 
which some time since he thanked me for, and said he would 
read again and consider carefully, I waited upon him this 
morning, partly with intent to learn if he had changed his 
sentiments. We entered into the subject and had a long 
conversation upon it, in which all the arguments he used 
against the legal. tender of paper money were intended to 
demonstrate that it was for the benefit. of the people them- 
selves to have no such money current among them ; and it 
was strongly his opinion, that after the experience of being 
without it a few years, we should all be convinced of this 
truth, as, he said, the New England colonies now were, they 
having lately, on the rumor of an intended application for 
taking off the restraint, petitioned here that it: might be con- 
tinued as to them. However, his lordship was pleased to 
say, that if such application was made for the three colonies 
of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York, as I pro- 
posed, it should have fair play: he would himself give it no 
sort of opposition; but he was sure it would meet with a 
great deal, and he thought it could not succeed.. He was 
pleased to make me compliments upon my paper, assuring 
me he had read it with a great deal of attention; that I had 
said much more in favor of such a currency than he thought 
could be said, and all he believed that the subject would 
admit of ; but that it had not on the whole changed his 
opinion, any further than to induce him to leave the matter 
now to the judgment of ‘others, and let it take its course, 
without opposing it, as last year he had determined to have 
done. I go into the city to-morrow to confer with the 
merchants again upon it; that if they see any hopes, we may 
at least try the event: but [ own my expectations are now 
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very slender, knowing, as I do, that nothing is to be done in 
parliament that is not a measure adopted by ministry and 
supported by their strength, much less any thing they are 
averse to or éndifferent about. 

I took the opportunity of discoursing with his lordship 
concerning our particular affair of the change of government, 
gave him a detail of all proceedings hitherto, the delays it 
had met with, and its present situation. He was pleased to 
say he would inquire into the matter, and would talk with 
me further upon it. He expressed great satisfaction in the 
good disposition that he said appeared now to be general in 
America with regard to government here, according to the 
latest advices ; and mformed me that he had by his majesty’s 
order wrote the most healing letters to the several governors, 
which, if shown to the assemblies, as he supposed they would 
be, could not but confirm that good disposition. As to the 
permission we want to bring wine, fruit, and oil, directly from 
Spain and Portugal, and to carry iron direct to foreign 
markets, it is agreed on all hands that this is an unfavorable 
time to move in those matters, G. Grenville and those in the 
opposition on every hint of the kind making a great noise 
about the act of navigation, that palladium of England, as 
they call it, to be given up to rebellious America, &c. &¢. 3 80 
that the ministry would not venture to propose it if they 
approved. I am to wait on the secretary again next Wednes- 
day, and shall write you farther what passes that is material. 

The parliament have of late been acting an egregious 
farce, calling before them the mayor and aldermen of Ox- 
ford, for proposing a sum to be paid by their old members 
on being rechosen at the next election; and sundry printers 
and brokers for advertising and rite in boroughs, &c. 
The Oxford people were sent to Newgate, and discharged 
after some days i in humble petition, and receiving the speaker’s 
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reprimand upon their knees. ‘The house could scarcely keep 


countenances, knowing, as they all do, that the practice is 


general. People say, they mean nothing more than to beat 
down the price bya little discouragement of borough-jobbing, 
now that their own elections are all coming on. The price 
indeed is grown exorbitant; no less than 4000/. for a mem- 
ber! Mr. Beckford has brought in a bill’ for preventing 
bribery and corruption in elections, wherein was a clause to 
oblige every member to swear on their admission into the 
house, that he had not directly or indirectly. given any bribe 
to any elector, &c.; but this was so universally exclaimed 
against, as answering no end but perjuring the members, that 
he has been obliged to withdraw that clause.. It was indeed 
a cruel contrivance of his, worse than the gunpowder plot ; 
for that was only to blow the parliament up to heaven; this is 
to-sink them all down to ! Mr. Thurlow opposed his 


bill by a long speech. Beckford, im reply, gave a dry hit to 


the house, ‘that is repeated everywhere: <‘‘ the honorable 
gentleman,” says he, “ in his learned discourse, gave us first 
one definition of corruption, then he gave us another defini- 
tion of corruption, and ‘J think he was about to give us a third. 
Pray does that gentleman imagine there is any member of 
this house that does not KNOW what corruption is?” which 
occasioned only a roar ot laughter; for they are so hardened 
in the practice that they are very little, ashamed of it. This 
between ourselves. [ am, with sincerest esteem, dear sit, 
your most obedient humble servant, B. PRANKUIN. 


NT a ee ee ee 
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ToT. Waagton, Esq. PHitapELPuia., 


Conversation with Mr. Secretary Conway ee to his 
‘resignation, and to American affuirs— Boston proceed- 
ae 3 | 
Dear Rnestun: v London, Feb. 20, 1768. 

* {received your favors of November 17, and 

18, with another dozen of excellent wine, the manufacture of 

our friend Lievezy. [I thank you for the care you have taken 

in forwarding _— and for your kind good wishes’ that 
accompany them. | - are 

The story you mention of Secretary Conway’ s wondering 
what I could be doing in England, and that he had not seen 
me for'a considerable time, savors strongly of the channel 
through which it came, and deserves no notice. But since 
his name’ is mentioned, it gives me occasion to relate what 
passed between us the last time I had the honor of conversing 
with him. Ir was at court, when the late changes were first 
rumored, and it was reported he was to resign the secretary’s 
office. Talking of America, I said I was sorry to find that 

our friends were one after another quitting the administration ; 

that 1 was apprehensive of the consequences, and’ Kopel 
what I heard of his going out was not true. He said ‘it was 
really true, the employment had not been of his choice, he 
~ had never any taste for it, but had submitted to engage in it 
for a time at the instance of his-friends, and he’ believed his’ 
removal could not be attended with any ill consequences to 

America. That he was a sincere well-wisher to the pro- 

sperity of that country as well as this, and hoped the impru- 

dencies of either side would never be carried to such a height 
as to create a breach of the union, so essentially necessary to 


= 
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the welfare of both. That as long as his majesty continued 
to honor him with a share in his councils, America should 
always find in him a friend, &c.. This I write as it was 
agreeable to me to hear, and I suppose will be so to you to 
read. For bis character has more in it of the frank honesty 
of the soldier, than of the plausible insincerity of the courtier; 
and therefore what he says is more to be depended on. The 
proprietor’s dislike to my continuing in England to be sure 
is very natural ; as well as to the repeated choice of assem- 
bly-men not his friends; and probably he would, as they so 
little answer his purposes, wish to see elections as well as 
agencies abolished. They make him very. unhappy, but it 
cannot be helped. _ | 
The proceedings in ona as the news came just upon 
the meeting of parliament, and occasioned great clamor 
here, gave me much concern. And as every offensive thing. 
done in America is charged upon all, and every province, 
though unconcerned in it, suffers in its interests through the 
general disgust given, and the little distinction here made, it 
became necessary I thought to palliate the matter a little for 
our own sakes; and therefore I wrote the paper which pro- 
bably you have seen printed in the Shree of. January 7, 
and signed F+S.* = . 
Yours affectionately, ~ 3B. FRANKEN. 


‘ ; . a 
a ee g 7s + +§ = = 


* Memorrs oF Lrrz, Part IIL. p. 179. 4to ed, and Warrmnes 4to 
ed. Part I. sect. 1. p.. 43.. 
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— To GoveRNoR FRANKLIN, 


2 


‘Tord Hillsborough—The Farmer's letters— American 
| manufactures— New elections in England. 


cian SON, London, March 13, 1762; 


I have received all together your letters of 
January 6,21, and 22: it had been a great while that ' had 
not heard from you. — 

The purpose of settling the new colonies seems at present 
to be dropped, the change of American administration not 
appearing favorable to it. ‘There seems rather to be an in- 
clination to abandon the posts in the back country as more 
expensive than useful ;» but counsels are so continually fluc- 
tuating here, that wisi can be depended on. ‘The new 
secretary, my Lord Hillsborough, is 1 find of opinion that 
the troops should be placed, the chief part of them, in Canada 
and Florida, only three battalions to be quartered in New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania; and that forts Pitt, 
Oswego, Niagara, &c. should be left to the colonies to gar- 
rison and keep up if they think it necessary for the protection 
of their trade, &c. Probably his opinion may be followed, 
if new changes do not produce other ideas. As to my own 
sentiments, 1 am weary of suggesting, them to so many 
different inattentive heads, though I must continue to do it 
while I stay among them. The letters from Sir William 
Johnson relating to the boundary were at last found, and 
orders were sent over about Christmas for completing the 
purchase and settlement of it. My Lord H. has promised 
me to send duplicates by. this packet, and urge the speedy 
execution, as we represented to him the danger that these 
dissatisfactions of the Indians might produce a war. But [ 
can tell you there are many here to whom the news of such 

VOL. I. U 
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a war would give pleasure ;, who speak-of it as a thing to be 
wished; partly as a chastisement to the colonies, and partly 
to make them feel the want of protection from this couatry, 
and pray for it.. For it is imagined that we could not pos- 
sibly. defend ourselves against the Indians without such 
assistance, so little is the state of America understood here. 
My Lord H. mentioned the Farmer’s letters to me, said 
he had read them, that they. were well written, and he be- 
lieved he could guess who was the author, looking in my face 
at the same time as if he thought it was me. He censured 
the doctrines as extremely wild, &c. I have read them as 
faras No.8. I know not if any more have been published. 
I should have thought they had been written by Mr. Delancy, 
not having heard:any mention of the others you point out as 
joint authors... Tam not yet master of the idea these and the 
_ New England writers have of the relation between Britain 
and ‘her colonies. I know not what the Boston people mean 
by the “ subordination” they acknowledge in their assembly 
to parliament, while they deny its power to make laws for 
them, nor what bounds the Farmer sets to the power he 
acknowledges in parliament to “ regulate the trade of the 
colonies,” it being difficult to draw lines. between duties for 
regulation and those for revenue, andif the parliament. is to 
be the judge, it seems to me that establishing:such principles. 
of distinction will amount to little. The, more I have, 
thought and-read on the subject the more 1 find-myself »con-» 
firmed in opinion, that no middle doctrine can be: well main- 
tained, I mean not-clearly with intelligible arguments. 
Something might be made of either-of the extremes; that 
parliament has’'a power to make all laws for us, or that. it. 
has a power to make 7io-laws for us ;- and I think.the argu- 
ments for the latter: moré ntimerous-and weighty than those 
for the former. Supposing that doctrime established, the 
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colonies would then be so many separate states, only subject 
to the same king; as England and Scotland were before the 
Union. And then the question would be, whether a union 
like that with Scotland would or would not be advantageous 
to the whole. I should have no doubt of the affirmative, 
being fully persuaded that it would be best for the whole, 
and that though particular parts might find particular disad- 
vantages in it, they would find greater advantages in the 
security arising to every part from the increased strength of 
the whole. But such union is not likely to take place while 
the nature of our present relation is so little understood on 
both sides the water, and sentiments concerning it remain so 
widely different. As to the Farmers’ combating, as you say 
they mtend to do, my opinion that the parliament might lay 
duties though not impose internal taxes, I shall not give my- 
self the trouble to defend it.. Only to you, I may say, that 
not only the parliament of Britain, but every state im Europe 
claims and exercises a right of laying duties on the exporta- 
tion of its own commodities to foreign countries. A duty is 
paid here on coals exported to Holland, and yet England 
has no right to lay an internal tax on Holland. All goods 
brought out of F’rance to England, or any other country, are 
charged with a small duty in France, which the consumers 
pay, and yet France has no right to tax other countries. 
And in my opinion the grievance is not that Britain puts 
duties upon her own manufactures exported to us, but that 
she forbids us to buy the like manufactures from any other 
country. ‘This she does however in virtue of her allowed 
right to regulate the commerce of the whole empire, allowed 
I mean by the Farmer, though I think whoever would dis- 
pute that right, might stand upon firmer ground and make 
much more of the argument: but my reasons are too many 
and too long for a letter. 
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Mr. Grenville complained in. the house that the governor 
of New Jersey, New Hampshire, East and West Florida; 
had none of them obeyed the orders sent them to give an 
account of the manufactures carried on in. their respective 
provinces. Upon hearing this [ went after the house was 
up, and got a sight of the reports made by the other 
governors. ‘They are all much im the same strain, that there 
are no manufactures of any consequence; in Massachusetts 
a little coarse woollen only made in families for their own 
wear: glass and linen have been tried and failed, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, and New York, much the same. 
Pennsylvania has tried a linen manufactory, but it is dropped, 
it being imported cheaper; there is a glass-house in Lan- 
caster county, but it makes only a little coarse ware for tlie 
country neighbors. Maryland is clothed all with English 
manufactures. Virginia the same, except that-in thew 
families they spin a little cotton of their own growing. 
South Carolina and Georgia none. All speak of the dear- 
ness of labor that makes manufactures impracticable. Only 
the governor of North Carolina parades with a large manu-. 
facture in his country that may be useful to Britam of pine 
boards; they having fifty saw-mills on one river. ‘These 
accounts are very satisfactory here, and induce the. parliament 
to despise and take no notice of. the, Boston resolutions. I. 
wish you would send your account before the meeting of. 
next parliament. You have. only to report a glass-house for 
coarse window glass and bottles, and some domestic manu- 
factures of linen and woollen for family use that do not half 
clothe the inhabitants, all the finer. goods coming from 
England and the like. I believe you will be puzzled to find 
any other, though L see, great puffs in the papers. 

The parliamentis up, and the nation in a ferment with the 
new elections. Great complaints are made that the natural 
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interest of country gentlemen in their neighboring boroughs, 
is overborne by the monied interest of the new people who 
have got sudden fortunes in the Indies, or as contractors, &c. : 
40001. is now the market price for a borough. In short, 
this whole venal nation is now at market, will be sold for 
about two millions; and might be bought out of the hands 
of the present bidders (if he would offer half'a million more) 
by the very devil himself. | 

I shall wait on Lord H. again next Wednesday on behalf 
of the sufferers by Indian and French depredations, to have 
an allowance of lands out of any new grant made by the In- 
dians so long solicited (and perhaps still to be solicited) in 
vain: I am your affectionate father, B. FRANKLIN, 


P.S. I dined yesterday with General Monckton, Major 
Gates, Colonel Lee, and other officers who have served in 
and are friends of America. Monckton inquired kindly after 
your welfare. | | 


To THE CoMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 


Afjuir of the boundary tine with the Indians-—-General Gage 


—Governor Penn. 


GENTLEMEN, London, March 13, 1768. 

On receipt of your letter of January 20, Mr. Jack- 
son and myself waited on Lord Hillsborough, the new secre- 
tary of state for American affairs, and communicated to him 
the contents, pressing the necessity of enforcing the orders 
already sent to Sir William Johnson for immediately settling 
the affair of the boundary liné with the Indians. His Lord- 
ship was pleased to assure us, that he would cause duplicates 
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of the orders to be forwarded by this packet and urge the 
completion of them. 

We communicated also the copy of General Gage’s letter, 
and the messages that had passed between the governor and 
the house thereupon. His Lordship acquainted us that a 
letter from Governor Penn had been shown him by the pro- 
prietor importing that a horrid murder had lately been com- 
mitted on the Indians, upon which the governor had issued a 
proclamation for apprehending the murderer; and that a 
bill was under his and the council’s consideration to prevent 
future settlements on Indian lands. But his lordship remark~- 
ed that these messages had not been communicated to him 
by the proprietor. 

Government here begins to grow tired of the enormous 
expense of Indian affairs, and of maintaiming posts in the 
Indian country, and it is now talked of as a proper measure 
to abandon these posts, demolishing all but such as the colo- 
nies may think fit to keep up at their own expense ; and also 
to return the management of their own Indian affairs into 
the hands of the respective provinces as formerly. What 
the result will be is uncertain, counsels here being so conti- 
nually fluctuating. But I have urged often that after taking 
those affairs out of our hands, it seems highly. incumbent on — 
the ministry not to neglect them, but to see that they are 
well managed, and the Indians kept in peace. I think, how- 
ever, that we should not too much depend on their doing 
this, but look to the matter a little ourselves, taking every 
opportunity of conciliating the affections of the Indians by 
Seeing that they always have justice done them, and some- 
times kindness. For I can assure you that here are not 
wanting people who, though not now in the ministry, no one 
knows how soon they may be, and if they were ministers 
would take no step to prevent an Indian war in the colonics, 
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being of opinion, which they express openly, that it would 
be a very good thing, in the first place to chastise the. colo- 
nwts for their undutifulness, and then to make them sensible 
of the necessity of protection by the troops of this country. 
Mr. Jackson being now taken up with his election busi- 
ness, will hardly have time to write by this opportunity. But 
he joins with me in respects to you and the assembly, and 
assurances of our most faithful services. I am, gentlemen, _ 
your most obedient, and most danisible servant, 
+ HO" x B. FRANKLIN. 
Yo Josepn Garroway; Esgl os 
Lord Hillsborough—T. he old parliament gone—First i in- 
_ stance of bribes ry 2 in Queen Elizabeth's s time—Monstrously 
risen since. | SSS ais 
Dezar Sir, ~ | 3 London, March Le. 1768. : 
__ I wrote to you very fully per Falconer on February 17, 
and. have since received yours of January 21, together with one 
from the committee, and the messages, which as you will see 
by my answer to the committee I communicated to Lord Hills- 
borough. His lordship read them deliberately, and took 
notice that the message of the assembly seemed to insinuate 
that the governor had been tardy in bringing the former 
murderers to justice, which gave me an opportunity « of ex- 
plammg that matter to him; whereby he might also. under- 
stand why the proprietor ‘a not shown him the messages 
when he communicated the governor’s. letter concerning - the 
Indian uneasinesses, the law under his consideration for remoy- 
ing them, the late murder, and his proclamation. I shall 
wait on his lordship again next Wednesday on our affairs, 
and show him moreover your letter with : some other papers. 
The. old parliament is gone, and its enemies now find 
themselves at liberty to abuse it. I enclose "you 2 a pamphlet 
published the very hour of its prorogation. All the mem- 
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bers are now in their counties and boroughs among their 
drunken electors; much confusion and disorder in «many 
places, and such profusion of money as never was: known 
before on any similar occasion. ‘The first instance of bribery 
to be chosen a member, taken notice of on the journals, is 
no longer ago than Queen Elizabeth’s time, when the being 
sent to parliament was looked upon as a troublesome service, 
and therefore not sought after: it is said that such a one, 
‘‘ being a simple man, and conceiving: it might be of some 
adyantage to him, had given four pounds to the mayor and 
corporation that they might choose him to serve them in par- 
hament.” The price is monstrously risen since that time, 
for it is now uo less than 4000/.! It is thought that near 
two millions will be spent this election; but those who un- 
derstand figures and act by computation, say, the crown has 
two millions a year mm places and pensions to dispose of, and 
it is, well worth while to engage in such-a seven years’ lot- 
tery, though all that have tickets should not get prizes. Lam, 
my dear rake yours my B. FRANKLIN. 
‘To THE Comminren OF + ConnesronExcs, 
MM: 13 | Pewnsytvania. 


Repeal of the oa, ok eile of government—Legat 
are tender of paper money. 


eins ia i _. London, Saturday, April, 16, 1768. 

000 O& ya Ob have ise received your favor of February 20, 
directed to Mr. Jackson and myself, containing instructions 
for our conduct relating to the application for a repeal of the 
duty actj to the change of government, and to the legal ten- 
der of paper money; which instructions we shall observe to 
the best.of our, abilities. Mr, Jackson has. read your letter, 
ands now reading the messages and other papers transmitted 
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to us, which we’shall lay before the secretaries of state on 
Monday; and thereupon press the necessity of a change iu 
theadministration of our province. The parliament will have 
a short session, it is said, in May, when if any application is 
made for the repeal of that act by the agents of the other 
colonies. we shall. join them heartily, and do what we can 
likewise in the. affair of paper money. In the mean time 
should an Indian war make it necessary to emit paper mo- 
ney. with a legal tender, it may be considered how far the 
fourth clause m the act of the 24 Geo. II. might give coun- 
tenance to your providing in that way for the emergency ; 
that act not being altered or repealed by any later, it seems 
as if the parliament thought that clause not improper, though 
they have not expressly made the same provision for the 
other colonies. ‘The mail being to go this evening, I can 
only add, that I am with the utmost respect for you and the 
assembly, gents your most obedient and most humble 
servant, ye B. FRANKLIN. 


To Gientennn FRABEAIS « 


New eh esti elections—W iThes 5 < for Middle- 
sex—Iluminations on that occasion. 


\ 


Drar SON, London, April 16, 1768. 

Since my last, a long one of March 13, nothing has 
been talked or thought of here, but elections. There have 
been amazing contests all over the kingdom, 20 or 30,000/. 
of a side spent in several places, and inconceivable mischief 
done by debauching the people and making them idle, be- 
sidés the immediate actual mischief done by drunken mad 
mobs to houses, windows, &c. “The scenes have been hor- 
rible, » London was illuminated two nights running at the 
command of the mob for the success of Wilkes in the Mid- 
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dlesex election; the second night exceeded any thing of the 
kind ever seen here on the greatest occasions of rejoicing, 
as even the small cross streets, lanes, courts, and other out- 
of-the-way places were all in'a blaze with lights, and the 
principal streets all night long, as the mobs went round again 
after two o’clock, and obliged people who had extinguished 
their candles to light them again. Those who refused had all 
their windows destroyed. ‘The damage done and the expense 
of candles has been computed at 50,000/. It must have 
been great, though probably not so much. The ferment is 
not yet over, for he has promised to surrender himself to thé 
court next Wednesday, and another tumult is then expected ; 
and what the upshot will be no one can yet foresee. It is 
really an extraordinary event, to see an outlaw and exile, of 
‘bad personal character, not worth a farthing, come over 
from! France, set himself up ds candidate for the capital of 
the kingdomi, miss his election only by being too late in his 
application, and immediately carrying it for the principal 
county. The mob, (spirited up by numbers of different 
ballads sung or roared in every street) requiring gentlemen 
and ladies of all ranks as they passed in their carriages to 
shout for Wilkes and liberty, marking the same words on all 
their coaches with chalk, and No. 45 on every door; which 
extends a vast way along the roads in the country, I went 
last week to Winchester, and cbserved that for fifteen miles 
out of town, there was scarce a door or window shutter ‘next 
the road unmarked; and this continued here and there nn, 
to ‘Winchester, vw ribet 1s'64 miles. 
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B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Mr. Ross, PaH1LADELPHIA. 


Disorders on the American frontiers—State of the capital 
of England on account of Wilkes—Sending a bishop to 


America. 


DEAR Sir, London, May 14, 1768. 

l received your favor of March 13, and am ex- 
tremely concerned at the disorders on our frontiers, and at 
the debility or wicked connivance of our government and ma- 
‘gistrates, which must make property and even life more and 
more insecure among us, if some effectual remedy is not 
speedily applied. I have laid all the accounts before the mi- 
-nistry here. I wish I could procure more attention to them. 
I have urged over and over the necessity of the change we 
desire; but this country itself being at present in a situation 
very little better, weakens our argument, that a _ royal 
government would be better managed and safer to live 
under than that of a proprietary. Even this capital, the 
residence of the king, is now a daily scene of lawless riot and 
confusion. Mobs patrolling the streets at noon-day, some 
knocking all down that will not roar for Wilkes and Liberty ; 
courts of justice afraid to give judgment agaist him; coal- 
heavers and porters pulling down the houses of coal mer- 
chants that refuse to give them more wages; sawyers de- 
stroymg saw mills; sailors unriggmg all the outward bound 
ships, and suffering none to sail till merchants agree to raise 
their pay; watermen destroying private boats aud threatening 
bridges; soldiers firmg among the mobs and killing men, 
women and children: which seems only to have produced 
an universal sullenness, that looks like a great black cloud 
coming on, ready to burst in a general tempest. What the 
event will be, God only knows. But some punishment 
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seems preparing for a people who are ungratefully abusing 
the best constitution and the best king any nation was ever 
blessed with; intent on nothing but luxury, licentivusness, 
power, places, pensions, and plunder; while the ministry 
divided in their councils, with little regard for each other, 
worried by perpetual oppositions, in continual apprehension 
of changes, intent on securing popularity in case they should 
lose favor, have for some years past had little time or inclina- 
tion to attend to our small affairs, whose remoteness makes 
them appear still smaller. 

The bishops here are very desirous of securing the Church 
of England in America, and promoting its mterest and en- 
largement by sending one of their order thither: but though 
they have long solicited this pomt with government here, 
they have not as yet been able to obtain it. So apprehensive 
are ministers of engaging in any novel measure. 

T hope soon to have an opportunity of conferring with you, 
and therefore say no more at present on this subject. Iam, 
my dear friend, yours affectionately, = B. FRANKLIN. 


To Joseru Gartoway, Eso. 


Great disorders in London occasioned by Wilkes’s party. 
Dear Sir, London, May 14, 1768. 
I received) your favor of March 31. It is now 
with the messages, &c. in the hands of the -mimister, so L 
cannot be more particular at present in answering it than 
to say, I'should have a melancholy prospect im going home 
to such public confusion, if I did not leave greater confusion _ 
behind me. The newspapers and my letter of this day to 
Mr. Ross will inform you of the miserable situation this 
‘country isin. While I am-_writing, a great mob of coal- 
porters fill the street, carrying a wretch of their business upon 
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poles to be ducked, and otherwise punished at their pleasure 
for working at. the old wages. All-respect to law and go- 
vernment seems to be lost among the common people, who 
are moreover continually enflamed by seditious scribblers to 
trample on authority and every thing that used to keep them 
inorder, | new 

The parliament is now sitting, but will not contmue long 
together, nor undertake any material business: ‘The Court 
of King’s Bench postponed giving sentence against Wilkes 
on his outlawry till the next term, intimidated as some say by 
his popularity, and willing to get rid of the affair for a time 
tll it should be'seen what the parliament would conclude as 
to his membership. ‘The commons, at least some of them, 
resent that conduct, which has thrown a burthen on them it 
might have-eased them of, by pillorying or punishing him in 
some infamous manner, that would have given better ground 
for expelling him the house. His friends complain of it as 
a delay of justice, say the court knew the outlawry to be de+ 
fective, and that they must finally pronounce. it void, but 
would punish him by long confinement. Great mobs of 
his adherents have assembled before the prison, the guards 
have fired on them: itis said five or six are killed and six- 
teen or seventeen wounded, and some circumstances have 
attended this military execution, such as its being done by the 
scotch regiment, the pursuing a lad» and killing him at bis 
father’s house, &c. &c. that exasperate people exceedingly, 
and more mischief seems brewing. Several of the soldiers 
are upprisoned. If they are not hanged it is. feared there 
will be more and greater mobs; and if they are, that no sol- 
dier will assist in suppressing any mob hereafter. The pros- 
pect either way is gloomy. It is said the English. soldiers 
cannot be confided in to act agaist these mobs, being sus~ 
pected as rather inclined to favor and jointhem, > 4 
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I am preparing for my return, and I hope for the pleasure 
of finding you well, when I shall have an opportunity of com- 
municating to you more particularly the state of things here 
relating to our American affairs which I cannot so well do 
by letter. LIenclose you the report of Sir M. L. counsel to 
the Board of Trade on one of your late acts. I suppose it 
has had its effect, so that the repeal will be of little conse- 
quence. In the mean time I am with sincere esteem and 
affection, sir, pom most obedient and most humble servant, . 

3B. FRANKLIN. 


To GovERNOR FRANKLIN. 


The Duke of Grafton—Mr. Secretary Cooper—Lord North 
—Mr. Todd, secretary of the post office—Lord Clare. 


Dear Son, : London, July 2, 1768. 

_ Since my last I have received yours of May 10, 
dated at Amboy, which I shall answer particularly by next 
week’s packet. I purpose now to take notice of that part 
wherein you say it was reported at Philadelphia I was to be 
appointed to a certain office here, which my friends all wished, 
but you did not believe it for the reason I had mentioned. 
Instead of my being appointed to a new office, there has been 
a motion made to deprive me of that I now hold, and I believe 
for the same reason, though that was not the reason given out, 
viz. my being too much of an American; but, as it came from 
Lord Sandwich, our new post master general, who is of the 
Bedford party, anda friend of Mr. Grenville, I have no doubt 
that the reason he gave out, viz. my non-residence, was only 
the pretence, and that the other was the true reason; espe+ 
cially as it is the practice in many other instances to allow 
the non-residence of American officers who spend their sala- 
ries here, provided care is taken that the business be done by 
deputy or otherwise. 
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_ The first notice I had of this was from my fast friend, Mr. 
Cooper, secretary of the treasury. He desired me by a little 
note to call upon him there, which I did, when he told me, 
that the Duke of, Grafton had mentioned to him some dis- 
course of Lord Sandwich’s as if the office suffered by my 
absence, and that it would be fit to appoint another, as 1 
seemed constantly to reside in England : that Mr. ‘Todd, the 
secretary of the post office, had also been with the Duke, 
talking to the same purpose, &c. That the Duke. had wish- 
ed him (Mr. Cooper) to mention this to me, and to say to me 
at the same time that though my going to my post might 
remove the objection, yet if | chose rather to reside in Eng- 
land, my merit was such in his opinion, as to entitle me to 
something better here, and it should not be his fault if I was 
not well provided for. I told Mr. Cooper that without hav- 
ing heard any exception had been taken to my residence here, 
I was really preparing to return home, and expected to be 
gone ina few weeks. That, however, I was extremely sen- 
sible of the Duke’s goodness in giving me this intimation and 
very thankful for his favorable disposition towards me 3. that 
having lived long in England, and contracted a friendship and 
affection for many persons here, it could not but be agree- 
able to me to remain among them some time longer, if not 
for the rest of my life; and that there was no nobleman to 
whom J could from sincere respect for his great abilities, and 
amiable qualities, so cordially attach myself, or to whom L 
should so willingly be obliged for the provision he mentioned, 
as to the Duke of Grafton, if his Grace should think [I could, 
in any station where he might place me, be serviceable to 
him and to the public.. Mr. Cooper said he was very glad 
to hear I was: still willing to remain in England, as it agreed 
so perfectly: with his inclinations to keep me here. Wished 
me to leave my name at the Duke of Grafton’s as soon as 
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possible, and to be at the Treasury again the next board day. 
I accordingly called at the Duke’s, and left my card; and 
when I went next to the Treasury, his Grace not being there, 
Mr. Cooper carried me to Lord North, chancellor of the 
exchequer, who. said very obligingly, after talking of some © 
American affairs, I am told by Mr. Cooper that you are not 
unwilling to stay with us, I hope we shall find some way of 
making it worth your while. I thanked his lordship, and 
said I should stay with pleasure if I could any ways be use- 
ful to government. He made a compliment, and I took my 
leave, Mr. Cooper carrying me away with him to his country- 
house at Richmond to dine and stay all night. He then told 
me that Mr; Todd had been again at the Duke of Grafton’s, 
_and that upon his (Mr. Cooper’s) speaking in my behalf, Mr. 
Todd had changed his style, and said I had to be sure a great 
deal of merit with the office, having by my good management 
regulated the posts in America so as greatly to increase the 
revenue ; that he had had great satisfaction in corresponding 
with me while I was there, and he believed they never had a 
better officer, &c. The Thursday following, being the birth- 
day, [ met with Mr. Todd at court ; he was very civil, took me 
with him in his coach to the King’s Arms in the city, where 
I had been invited to dine by Mr. Trevor, with the gentle- 
tuen of the post-office; we had a good deal of chat after 
diuner between us two, in which he told me Lord Sandwich 
(who was very sharp) had taken notice of my stay in England, 
and said if one could do the business, why should there be 
two,&c. Onmy telling Mr. Todd that I was going home, 
(which I still say to every body, not knowing but that what 
is intimated above may fail of taking effect) he looked blank 
and seemed disconcerted a little, which makes me think: some 
friend of his was to have been vested with my place; but 
this is surmise only. We parted very good friends, ‘That 
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day I received another note from Mr. Cooper, directing me 
to be at the Duke of Grafton’s next morning, whose porter 
had orders to let me in. I went accordingly, and was imme- 
diately admitted: but his grace being then engaged in some 
_ unexpected business, with much condescension and politeness 
made that apology for his not discoursing with me then, but 
wished me to be at the treasury at twelve the next Tuesday. 
I went accordingly, when Mr. Cooper told me something had 
called the duke into the country, and the board was put off, 
which was not known till it was too late to send me word ; 
but was glad I was come, as he might then fix another day 
for me to go agam with him into the country: the day fixed 
was Thursday. I returned yesterday; should have stayed till 
Monday, but for writig by these vessels. He assures me 
the duke has it at heart to do something handsome for me. 
Sir John Pringle, who is anxious for my stay, says Mr. Cooper 
is the honestest man of a courtier that he ever knew, and he 
is persuaded they are in earnest to keep me. The piece I 
wrote against smuggling in the Chronicle of November last, 
and one in April, on the laboring poor, (you will find the latter 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine for that month)‘ have been lately 
shown by Mr. Cooper to the chancellor of the exchequer, 
and to the duke, who have expressed themselves much pleased 
with them. J am to be again at the treasury on Tuesday 
next, by appointment of Mr. Cooper. Thus particular I 
have been, that you may judge of this affair. For my own 
thoughts, I must tell you, that though I did not think fit to 
decline any favor so great a man expressed an inclination to 
do me ; because at court, if one shows an unwillingness to be 
obliged, it is often construed as a mark of mental hostility, 
and one makes an enemy ; yet so great is my inclination to be 
at home, and at rest, that I shall not be sorry if this business 


™ See Waritincs, Part ii. for both these Essays. 
VOL, I. x 
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falls through, and I am suffered to retire with my old post ; 
nor indeed very sorry if they take that from me too, on account 
of my zeal for America, in which some of my friends have 
hinted to me 1 have been too open. I shall soon be able, I 
hope by the next packet, to give you farther ght. In the 
mean time, as no gne but Sir J. knows of the treaty, I talk 
daily of going in the August packet at furthest. And when 
the late Georgia appointment of me to be their agent is men- 
tioned as what may detain me, I say, I have yet received no 
letters from that assembly, acquainting me what their busi- 
ness may be; that I shall probably hear from them before 
that packet sails. That if it is extraordinary, and of such a 
nature as to make my stay another winter necessary, I may 
possibly stay, because there would not be time for them to 
choose another ; but if it is common business, I shall leave it 
with Mr. Jackson, and proceed. I do not, by the way, know 
how that appointment came about, having no acquaintance 
that I can recollect in that country. It has been mentioned 
in the papers some time, but I have only just now received 
a letter from Governor Wright, informing me that he had 
that day given his assent to it, and expressing his desire to 
correspond with me on all occasions, saying the committee, 
as soon as they could get their papers ready, would write to 
‘me and acquaint me with their business. 

We have lost Lord Clare from the board of trade. He 
took me home from court, the Sunday before his removal, 
that I might dine with him as he said alone, and talk over 
American affairs. He seemed as attentive to them as if he 
was to continue ever so long. He gave me a great deal of 
flummery ; saying, that though at my examination I answered 
some of his questions alittle pertly, yet he liked me from that 
day, for the spirit | showed in defence of my country ;, and at 
parting, after we had drank a bottle and a half of claret each, 
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he hugged and kissed me,’ protesting he never in his life met 
with a man he was so much in love with. This I write for 
your amusement. You see by the nature of this whole letter 
that it is to yourself only. It may serve to prepare your mind 
for any event that shallhappen. If Mr. Grenville comes into 
power again in any department respectmg America, I must 
refuse to accept of any thing that may seem to put me in his 
power, because I apprehend a breach between the two coun- 
tries ; and that refusal will give offence. So that you see a 
turn of a die may make a great difference in our affairs. We 
may be either promoted or discarded ; one or the other seems 
likely soon to be the case, but ’tis hard to divine which. Iam 
myself grown so old as to feel much less than formerly the 
spur of ambition; and if it were not for the flattering expec- 
tation, that by being fixed here I might more effectually serve 
my country, I should certainly determine for retirement with- 
out a moment’s hesitation. I am,-as ever, your affectionate 
father, | _ B. Franxuin. 


To Joszern Gattoway, Esa. 


Removal of Lord Clare—Return of Lord Hillsborough, 
other changes in administration—Combinations in Ame- 
rica—Wilkes’s outlawry reversed. 


Dear Sir, London, July 2, 1768. 

Since my last nothing material has occurred 
here relating to American affairs, except the removal of Lord 
Clare from the head‘of the board of trade to the treasury of 
ireland, and the return of Lord Hillsborough to the board 
of trade as first commissioner, retaining the title and powers 
of secretary of state for the colonies. ‘This change was very 
sudden and unexpected. My Lord Clare took me home from 
court to dine with him but two days before, saying he should 
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be without other company, and wanted to talk with me on 
sundry American businesses. We had accordingly a good 
deal of conversation on our affairs, in which he seemed. to 
interest himself with all the attention that could be supposed 
in a minister who expected to continue in the management 
of them. ‘This was on Sunday, aud on the Tuesday following 
he was removed. Whether my Lord Hillsborough’s admi- 
nistration will be more stable than others have been fora long 
time is quite uncertain; but as his imclinations are rather 
favorable towards us (so far as he thinks consistent with what 
he supposes the unquestionable rights of Britain), I cannot but 
wish it.may continue, especially as these perpetual mutations 
prevent the progress of all business. | 

But another change is now talked of that gives me great 
uneasiness. Several of the Bedford party being now got in, 
it has been for some time apprehended that they would sooner 
or later draw their friend Mr, Grenville in after them: It is 
now said, he is to be secretary of state in the room of Lord 
Shelburne. If this should take place, or if in any other shape 
he comes again into power, | fear his sentiments of the Ame- 
ricans, and theirs of him, will occasion such clashings as may 
be attended with fatal consequences. 

The last accounts from your part of the world of the com- 
binations relating to commerce with this country, and resolu- 
tions concerning the duties here laid upon it, occasion much 
serious reflection, and it is thought the points in dispute 
between the two countries will not fail to come under the 
consideration of parliament early next session. Our friends 
wonder that I persist in my intention of returning this sum- 
mer, alleging that I might be of much more sérvice to my 
country here than I can be there, and wishing me by all 
means to stay the ensuing winter, as the presence of persons 
well acquainted with America, and of ability to represent 
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these affairs in a proper hight, will then be highly necessary. 
‘My private concerns, however, so much require my presence 
at home, that I have not yet suffered myself to be persuaded 
by their partial opinion of me. 

The tumults and disorders that prevailed here lately have 
now pretty well subsided. Wilkes’s outlawry is reversed ; 
but he is sentenced to twenty-two months’ imprisonment, and 
1000/. fine, which his friends, who feared he would be pillo- 
ried, seem rather satisfied with. The importation of corn, a 
pretty good hay harvest, now near over, and the prospect of 
plenty from a fine crop of wheat, makes the poor more patient, 
in hopes of an abatement in the price of provisions ; so that 
unless want of employment by the failure of American orders 
should distress them, they are like to be tolerably quiet. 

1 purpose writing to you again by the packet that goes next 
Saturday ; and therefore now only add that I am, with sincere 
esteem, dear sir, your most.obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To *** 


Dear Sir, London, Nov. 28, 1768. 

I received your obliging favor of the 12th in- 
stant. Your sentiments of the importance of the present dis- 
pute between Great Britain and the colonies, appear to me 
extremely just. ‘There is nothing I wish for more than to see 
it amicably and equitably settled. | 

But Providence. will bring about its own ends by its own 
means ; and if it intends the downfal of a nation, that nation 
will be so blinded by its pride, and other passions, as not to 
see its danger, or how its fall may be prevented. 

_ Being born and bred. in one of the countries, and having 
ats long and made many agreeable connexions of friendship 
in the other, [ wish all prosperity to both ; but I have talked | 
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and written so much and so long on the subject, that my 
acquaintance are weary of hearing, and the public of reading 
any more of it, which begins to make me weary of talking and 
writing ; especially as I do not find that | have gained any 
point, in either country, except that of rendermg myself sus- 
pected, by my impartiality ; in England, of being too much an 
American, and in America, of being too much an Englishman. 
Your opinion, however, weighs with me, and encourages me 
to try one effort more, in a full, though concise statement of 
facts, accompanied with arguments drawn from those facts, 
to be published about the meeting of parliament, after the 
holidays." 

If any good may be done I shall rejoice ; but at present I 
almost despair. 

Have you ever seen the barometer so low as of late? The 
29d instant mine was at 28. 41. and yet the weather fine and 
fair. With sincere esteem, I am, dear friend, yours affec- 
tionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To M. Dusourge,’ Paris. 
Great Britain no right to tax the North American colonies. 


London, October 2, 1770. 

I see with pleasure that we think pretty much 
alike on the subjects of English America. We of the colo- 
nies have never insisted that we ought to be exempt from 
contributing to the common expenses necessary to suppdrt 
the prosperity of the empire. We only assert, that having 
parliaments of our own, and not having representatives im 


_ 


* Uncertain what is the publication promised in this letter ; possi~ 
bly the one intitled “Causes of the American Discontents before 
1768.” See Writrnes, Part i. 

* Translator of Dr. Franklin’s Philosophical Works 
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that of Great Britain, our parliaments are the only judges 
of what we can and what we ought to contribute in this 
case; and that the English parliament has no right to take 
our money without our consent. In fact, the British empire 
is not a single state; it comprehends many; and though the 
parliament of Great Britain has arrogated to itself the power 
of taxing the colonies, it has no more right to do so than it 
has to tax Hanover. We have the same king, but not the 


same legislatures. 

The dispute between the two countries has already lost 
England many millions sterling, which it has lost in its com- 
merce, and America has in this respect been a proportionable 
gainer. This commerce consisted principally of superflui- 
ties; objects of luxury and fashion, which we can well do 
without; and the resolution we-have formed of importing 
no more till our grievances are redressed, has enabled many 
of our infant manufactures to take root; and it will not be 
easy to make our people abandon them in future, even should 
a connexion more cordial than ever succeed the present 
troubles. 1 have indeed no doubt that the parliament of 
England will finally abandon its present pretensions, and 
leave us to the peaceable enjoyment of our rights and: privi- 


leges. 


To Governor FRANKEIN. 


Removal of Lord Hillsborough,—succeeded by Lord Dart- 

. mouth. 

Dear Son, London, August 17, 1772. 

| At length we have got rid of Lord Hills- 
borough, and Lord Dartmouth takes his place, to the great 
satisfaction of all the friends of America. You will hear it 
said among you (I suppose) that the interest of the Ohio 
planters has ousted him ; but the truth is, what I wrote you 
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long since, that all his brother-ministers dishked him ex- 
tremely and wished for a fair occasion of tripping up his 
heels; so seeing that he made a point of defeating. our 
scheme, they made another of supporting it, on purpose to 
mortify him, which they knew his pride could not bear. I 
do not mean that they would have done this if they had 
thought our proposal bad in itself, or his opposition well 
founded ; but I believe if he had been on good terms with 
them, they would not have differed with him for so small a 
matter. The K. too was tired of him, and of his’ admuinis- 
tration, which had weakened the affection and respect of the 
colonies for a royal government, with which (1 may say it to 
you) I used proper means from time to time that his M. 
should have due information and convincing proofs. More 
of this when I see you. ‘The K.’s dislike made the others 
more firmly united in the resolution of disgracing H. by set- 
ting at nought his famous report. But now that business is 
done, perhaps our affair may be less regarded in the cabinet, 
and suffered to linger, and possibly may yet miscarry. ‘There- 
fore let us beware of every word and action that may betray 
a confidence in its success, lest we render ourselves ridicu- 
lous in case of disappointment. We are now pushing for a 
completion of the business ; but the time is unfavorable, every 
body gone or going into the country, which gives room for 
accidents. I am writing by Falconer, and therefore in this 


only add that I am ever your affectionate father, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. The regard Lord D. has always done me the honor 
to express for me; gives me room to hope being able to ob- 


tain more in favor of our colonies upon occasion, than i 
could for some time past. 
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To GovERNOR FRANKLIN. 


Lord Hillsborough-—Refused admittance to him, &c. 


Dear Son, London, August 19, 1772. 

I received yours of June 30. I am vexed 
that my letter to you, written at Glasgow, miscarried ; not so 
much that you did not receive it, as that it is probably m 
other hands. It contained some accounts of what passed in 
Treland, which were for you only. ' 

As lord Hillsborough in fact got nothing out of me, I 
should rather suppose he threw me away as an orange that 
would yield no juice, and therefore not worth more squeezing. 
When I had been a little while returned to London L waited 
on him to thank him for his civilities in Ireland, aud to dis- 
course with him on a Georgia affair. ‘Lhe porter told me 
he was not at home. I left my card, went another time, and 
received the same answer, though I knew he was at home, 
a friend of mine being with him. After intermissions of a 
week each, I made two more visits, and received the same 
answer. ‘Lhe last time was on a levee day, when a number 
of carriages were at his door. My coachman driving up, 
alighted, and was opening the coach door, when the porter, 
seeing me, came out, and surlily chid the coachinan tor open- 
ing the door before he had inquired whether my lord was at 
home ; and then turning to me, said, “ My lord 1s not at 
home.” I have never since been nigh him, and we have 
only abused one another at a distance. ‘The contrast, as you 
observe, is very striking between his conversation with the 
chief justice, and his letter to you concerning your province. 
I know him to be as double and deceitful as any man L ever 
met with. But we have done with him, I hope, for ever. 
His remoyal has 1 believe been meditated ever since the death 
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of the princess dowager. For I recollect, that on my com- 
plaining of him about that time to a friend at court, whom 
you may guess, he told me, we Americans were represented — 
by Hillsborough as an unquiet people, not easily satisfied 
with any ministry ; that however it was thought too much 
occasion had been given us to dislike the present : and asked 
me whether, if he should be removed, I could name another 
likely to be more acceptable to us. I said yes; there is 
Lord Dartmouth: we liked him very well when he was at 
the head of the board formerly, and probably should like 
him again. This I heard no more of; but I am pretty sure 
it was reported where I could wish it, though I know not 
that it had any effect. 

As to my situation here nothing can be more agreeable, 
especially as. 1 hope for less embarrassment from the new 
minister. A general respect paid me by the learned, a num- 
ber of friends and acquaintance among ‘them, with whom I 
have a pleasing intercourse ; a character of so much weight, 
that it has protected me when some in power would have 
done me injury, and continued me in an office they would 
have deprived me of; my company so much desired, that I 
seldom dine at home in winter, and could spend the whole 
summer in the country-houses of imviting friends if I chose 
it. Learned and ingenious foreigners that come to England, 
almost all make a point of visiting me; for my reputation is 
still higher abroad than here ; several of the foreign ambas- 
sadors have assiduously cultivated my acquaintance, treating 
me as one of their corps, partly I believe from the desire 
they have from time to time of hearing something of Ameri- 
can affairs, an object become of importance in foreign 
courts, who begin to hope Britain’s alarming power will be 
diminished by the defection of her colonies; and partly that 
they may have an opportunity of introducing me to the ger- 
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tlemen of their country who desire it. The K. too has 
lately been heard to speak of me with great regard. These 
are flattering circumstances; but a violent longing for home 
sometimes seizes me, which I can no otherwise subdue but 
by promising myself a return next spring or next autumn, 
and so forth. As to returning hither, if I once go back, I 
have no thoughts of it. I am too far advanced in life to 
propose three voyages more. I have some important affairs 
to settle at home ; and considering my double expenses here 
and there, I hardly think my salaries fully compensate the 
disadvantages. The late change however being thrown into 
the balance determines me to stay another winter. 


P.S. August 22. I find I omitted congratulating you on 
the honor of your election in the society for propagating the 
gospel. There you match indeed my Dutch honor. But 
you are again behind; for last night I received a letter from 
Paris, of which the enclosed is an extract, acquainting me 
that 1 am chosen associé étranger (foreign member) of the 
royal academy there. There are but eight of these associés 
étrangers in all Europe, and those of the most distinguished 
names for science. ‘The vacancy I have the honor of filling 
was made by the death of the late celebrated’: M. Van 
Sweeten, of Vienna. ‘This mark of respect from the first 
academy in the world, which Abbé Nolet, one of its mem- 
bers, took so much pains to prejudice against my doctrine, I 
consider as a kind of victory without ink-shed, since I never 
answered him. 1 am told he has but one of his sect now 
remaining in the academy. All the rest, who have in any 
degree acquainted themselves with electricity, are, as he calls* 
them, Franklinisis.... Yours, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Josrera Gattoway, Eso. 


Lord Hillsborough’s resignation— Lord Dartmouth suc- 
_ ceeded him—Lord Rochford. 


=e Ferrenbd,. «or! London, Aulgisst 29, 1772. 


I delist before the receipt of your _ 


favor of May 14, since which I have no line from you. It 
will be a pleasure to render any service to Mr. sal erlie 
whom you recommended. | 
. The acts passed:in your winter and spring sessions [ have 
not yet received, nor have |. heard: from Mr. Wilmot that 
they have been presented. 

. Lord Hillsborough, mortified by the committee of coun- 
cil’s approbation of our grant in opposition to his report, has 
resigned. I believe when he offered to do so, he had such 
an opinion of his importance, that he did not think it would 
be accepted ; and’ that it would be thought prudent rather to 
set our grant aside than part with him. His colleagues in 
the ministry were all glad to get rid of him, and perhaps for 
this reason joined more readily in giving him that mortifica- 
tion... Lord Dartmouth succeeds him, who has much more 
favorable dispositions towards the colonies. He has here- 
tofore’ expressed some personal regard for me, and f hope 
now. to find our. business with the board more easy to 
transact. 

-. Your observations on the state of the ‘lah ida not come 
to hand till after lord Rochford had withdrawn his petition. 
His lordship and the promoters of it were so roasted on the 
eceasion, that I believe another of the kind will not very 
soon. bé thought of. The proprietor.was at the expense of 
the opposition ; and as I knew it would not be necessary, and 
thought it might be inconvenient to our affairs, 1 did not 
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openly engage in it; but I gave some private assistance, that I 
believe was not without effect: I thmk too that Mr. Jack- 
son’s opinion was of great service. I would lodge a copy. 
of your paper in the plantation office against. any similar 
future applications if you approve of it. I only think the 
island holders make too great a concession to the crown 
when they suppose it may have a right to quit-rent. It can 
have. none in my opimion on the old grants from Indians, 
Swedes, and Dutch, where none was reserved. And I think 
those grants’ so clearly good as to need no confirmation, to 
obtain which [ suppose is the only motive for offering such 
quit-rent. I imagine too, that it may not be amiss to affix a 
caveat in the plantation office, in the behalf of holders of 
property in those islands, against any grant of them that may 
be applied for, till they have had timely notice and an oppor- 
tunity of being fully heard. Mr. Jackson is out of town, 
but I shall confer with him on the subject as soon as he re- 
turns. [am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To JoserpH Gattoway, Eso. 


Lord Dartmouth—Court of exchequer—The Indian com- 
| pany—Duty on tea, &c. | 
Dear Frirnp, London, Dec. 2, 1772. 

I am glad you are returned again to a seat in 
the assembly, where your abilities are so useful and necessary 
in the service of your country. We must not in the course 
of public life expect immediate approbation and immediate 
grateful acknowledgment of our services. But let us per- 
severe through abuse and even injury. ‘The internal satis- 
faction of a good conscience is always present, and time will 
do us justice in the minds of the people, even those at 
present the most prejudiced against us, 
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I have given Dr. Denormandie a recommendation to a 
friend in Geneva, for which place he set out this morning ; 
and I shall be glad of any opportunity of serving him when 
he returns to London. 

I see by a Pennsylvania gazette of October 21, that you 
are continued speaker, and myself agent; but I have no line 
from you or the committee relative to instructions. Perhaps 
I shall hear from you by Falconer. I find myself upon 
very good terms with our new minister lord Dartmouth, who, 
we have reason to think, means well to the colonies. I be- 
lieve all are now sensible that nothing is to be got by con- 
testing with, or oppressing us. ‘Two circumstances have 
diverted me lately. One was, that bemg at the court of 
_ exchequer on some business of my own, I there met with 
“one of the commissioners of the stamp office, who told me 

he attended with 2 memorial from that board, to be allowed 
in their accounts the difference between their expense in en- 
deavoring to establish those offices m America, and the 
amount of what they received, which from Canada and the 
West India islands was but about 1,500/., while the expense, 
if I'remember right, was above 12,000/., being for stamps 
and stamping, with paper and parchment returaed upon 
their hands, freight, &c. The other is the present difficulties 
of the India company, and of government on their account. 
The company have accepted bills, which they find themselves 
unable to pay, though they have the value of two millions, in 
tea:and other India goods, in their stores, perishing underia 
want of demand. ‘Their credit thus suffering, and their stock 
falling 120 per cent., whereby the government will lose the 
400,000/. per annum, it having been stipulated that it should 
no longer be paid if the dividend fell to that mark. And 
although it is known that the American market is lost by 
continuing the duty on tea, and that we are supplied by the 
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Dutch, who doubtless take the opportunity of smuggling 
other India goods among us with the tea, so that for the five 
years past we might probably have otherwise taken off the 
greatest part of what the company have en hand, and so 
have prevented their present embarrassment, yet the honor of 
government is supposed to forbid the repeal of the American 
- tea-duty ; while the amount of all the duties goes on de- 
creasing, so that the balance of this year does not (as I have 
it from good authority) exceed 80/. after paying the collec- 
tion; not reckoning the immense expense of guarda costas, - 
&c. Can an American help smiling at these blunders? 
though in a national light they are truly deplorable. 

With the sincerest esteem, and inviolable attachment, I 
am, my dear friend, ever most affectionately yours. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Tuomas Cusuine, Esq. 


Petition from Massachusetts Bay— Reasons for delaying the 
presenting it. 
Sir, London, Dec. 2, 1772. 

The above is a copy of my last. A few days 
shies my leaving your petition with Lord Dartmouth, his 
lordship sent for me to discourse with me upon it. After a 
long audience he was pleased to say, that notwithstanding all 
{ had said, or could say, in support and justification of the 
petition, he was sure the presenting it at this time could not 
possibly produce any good: that the king would be exceed- 
ingly offended, but what steps his majesty would take upon 
it was uncertain; perhaps he would require the opinion of 
the judges or government lawyers, which would surely be 
against us; perhaps he might lay it before parliament, 
and so the censure of both houses would be drawn down 
upon us: the most favorable thing to be expected was, a 
_ severe reprimand to the assembly by order of his majesty, 
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the natural consequence of which must be more discontent 
and uneasiness in the province. That possessed as he was 
with great good-will for New England, be was extremely 
unwilling that one of the first acts of bis administration, with 
regard to Viassachusetts, should be of so unpleasant a nature. 
That minds had been heated and irritated on both sides the 
water, but he hoped those heats were now cooling, and he 
was averse to the addition of fresh fuel; that, as I had de- — 
livered the petition to him officially, he must present it if I 
insisted upon it; but he wished [ would first consult my 
constituents, who might possibly, on reconsideration, think 
fit to order its being deferred. I answered that the great 
majority with which the petition, and the resolves on which 
it wae founded, were carried through the house, made it 
scarce expectable that their order would be countermanded ; 
that the slighting, evading, or refusing to receive petitions 
from ‘the colonies on some late occasions by the parliament, 
had occasioned a total loss of the respect for, and confidence 
in, that body formerly subsisting so strongly in America, 
and brought on a questioning of their authority: that his 
lordship might observe that petitions came no more from 
that ‘country to parliament, but to the king only: that the 
king appeared to be now the only connexion between the 
two countries ; and that as a continued union was essentially 
necessary to the weil-being of the whole empire, I should be 
sorry to see that link weakened as the other had been; that I 
thought it a dangerous thing for any government to refuse 
receiving petitions, and thereby prevent the subjects from 
giving vent to their griefs. His lordship interrupted me by 
replying that he did not refuse to deliver the petition ; that 
it should never justly be said of him, that he interrupted the 
complaints of his majesty’s subjects, and that he must and 
would present it, as he had said before, whenever I should 
absolutely require it; but from motives of pure good-will to 
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the province, he wished me not to insist on it, till I should 
receive fresh orders. Finally, considering that since the 
petition was ordered there had been a change in the American 
administration; that the present minister was our friend in 
the repeal of the stamp act, and seems still to have good 
dispositions towards us; that you had mentioned to me the 
probability that the house would have remonstrated on all 
their other grievances, had not their time been taken up with 
the difficult business of a general valuation; and since the 
complaint of this petition was likely alone to give offence, it 
might perhaps be judged advisable to give the substance of 
all our complaints at once, rather than in parts, and after a 
reprimand received ; I say, upon the whole I thought it best 
not to disoblige on in the beginning of his administration, 
by refusing him what, he seemed so desirous of, a delay at 
least in presenting the petition, till farther directions should 
be received from my constituents. If after deliberation they 
should send me fresh orders, I shall immediately obey them, 
and the application to the crown itself may possibly derive 
greater weight, from the re-consideration given it, while the 
temper of the house may be somewhat calmed by the re- 
moval of a minister who had rendered himself so obnoxious 
to them. Accordingly I consented to the delay desired, where- 
in I hope my conduct will not be disapproved. , 

With the greatest esteem and respect, 1 have the honor to 
be, sir, your and the committee’s most obedient and most 
humble servant,  B. FRANKLIN. 


VOL, I. ; y 
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To tut Hon. Tuomas Cusuine, Eso. 


Lord Dartmouth-—American affairs—Great fall in India 
. stock. | 


“Sir, (Private) London, Jan. 5, 1773. 

; I did myself the honor of writing to you on 
the 2d of December past, enclosing some original letters * 
from persons in Boston, which I hope got safe to hand. I 
have since received your favor of October 27, which con- 
taining in a small compass so full an enumeration of our 
grievances, the steps necessary to remove them, and the happy 
effects that must follow, I thought that, though marked 
private, it might be of use to communicate it to Lord Dart- 
mouth ; the rather too, as he would there find himself occa- 
CON Pete with proper respect, and learn that his 
character was esteemed in the colonies. Accordingly I wrote 
him a few lines, and enclosed it a day or two before I was to 
wait on his lordship, that hé might have a little time to con- 
sider the contents. When [ next attended him, he returned 
me the letter with great complacence in his countenance ; said 
he was glad to find that people in America were disposed to 
think so favorably of him; that they did him but justice in 
believing he ‘had the best aieodutith towards them, for he 
wished sincerely their welfare, though possibly he might not 
always think with them as to the means of obtaining that 
end. That the heads of complaint in your letter were many, 
some of them requiring much consideration, and therefore 
it could scarce be expected that a sudden change should be 
made in so many measures, supposing them all improper to 


~* Governor Hutchinson’s Letters, See: Mxmorns or rug Lire, 
Part lil. p. 186. 4to. ed. 
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be continued, which perhaps might not be the case. It was 
however his opinion, that if the Americans continued quiet, 
and gave no fresh offence to government, those measures 
would be reconsidered, and ‘such relief given:as, upon:con- 
sideration, should be thought reasonable. I need not remark 
there is not much iu such general discourse; but I could then 
obtain nothing more particular, except that his lordship ex- 
pressed in direct terms his disapprobation of the instruction 
for exempting the colonies from taxation: which however 
was, as he said in confidence to me, relying that no public 
mention should be made of his opinion on that head. — 

_In the mean time, some circumstances are working in our 
favor with regard to the duties. It is found by the last year’s 
accounts transmitted by the commissioners, that the balance 
in favor of Britain is but about 85/. after payment of sala- 
ries; &c. exclusive of the charge of a fleet to enforce the 
collection. Then it is observed that the India company is 
so out of cash, that it cannot pay the bills drawn upon it, 
and its other debts, and at the same time so out of credit, 
that the bank does not care to assist them, whence they find 
themselves obliged to lower their dividend ; the apprehension 
of which has sunk their stock from 280 to 160, whereby 
several millions of property are anvihilated, occasioning 
private bankruptcies and other distress, besides a loss to the 
public treasury of 400,000/. per annum, which the company 
are not.to pay into it as heretofore, if they are not able to 
keep up their dividend at 121. And as they have, at the 
same time, tea, and other India goods in their warehouses, 
to the amount of four millions, as some say, for which they 
want a market, and which, if it had been sold, would have 
kept up their credit, I take the opportunity of remarking in 
all companies the great imprudence of losing the American 
market by keeping up the duty on tea, which has thrown 
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that trade into the hands of the Dutch, Danes, Swedes and 
French, who, according to the reports and letters of some 
custom-house officers in America, now supply by smuggling 
the whole continent, not with tea only, but accompany that 
article with other India goods, amounting, as supposed, in 
the whole to 500,000/. sterling per annum. This gives some 
alarm, and begins to convince people more and more of the 
impropriety of quarreling with America, who, at that rate, 
might have taken off two millions and a half of those 
goods, within these five years, that the combination has sub- 
sisted, if the duty had not been laid, or had been speedily 
repealed. 

But our great security lies, I think, in our growing strength 
both in numbers and wealth, that creates an increasing ability 
of assisting this nation in its wars, which will make us more 
respectable, our friendship more valued, and our enmity 
feared ; thence it will soon be thought proper to treat us not 
with justice only, but with kindness, and thence we may 
expect in a few years a total change of measures with regard 
tous; unless by a neglect of military discipline we should 
lose all martial spirit, and our western people become as 
tame.as those in the eastern dominions of Britain, when we 
may expect the same oppressions, for there is much truth in 
the Italian saying, Make yourselves sheep, and the wolves 
will eat you. In confidence of this coming change in our 
favor, 1 think our prudence is meanwhile to be quiet, only 
holding up our rights and claims on all occasions in resolu- 
tions, memorials, and remonstrances ; but bearing patiently 
the little present notice that is taken of them. They will 
all have their weight in time, and that time is at no great 
distance. 
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With the greatest esteem, 1 have the honor to be, sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN, 


To GovERNOR FRANKLIN. 
Affair of St. Vincent’s—Affairs of the, India company 
owing to the refusal of North America to take tea from 
England—Distress among the manufacturers. 


Dear Son, | London, Feb. 14, 1773. 

- The opposition are now attacking the ministry _ 
on the St. Vincent’s affair, which is generally condemned 
here, and some think Lord Hillsborough will be given up as 
the adviser of that expedition. But if it succeeds, perhaps 
all will blow over. The ministry are more embarrassed with 
the India affairs; the continued refusal of North America 
to take tea from this country has brought infinite distress on 
the company: they imported great quantities in faith that 
that agreement could not hold; and now they can neither 
pay their debts nor dividends, their stock bas sunk to the 
amnihilating near three millions of their property, and govern- 
ment will lose its 400,000/. a year; while their teas lie on 
hand: the bankruptcies brought on partly by this means have 
given such a shock to credit as has not been experienced 
here, since the South-Sea year. And this has affected the 
great manufacturers so much, as to oblige them to discharge 
their hands ; and thousands of Spital-fields and Manchester 
weavers are now starving, or subsisting on charity. Blessed 
effects of pride, pique, and passion in government, which 
should have no passions. Yours, 

| Bi B. FRANKLIN, 
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To roe Hon. Tuomas Cusuine, Esq. Boston. 


Proceedings of the town of Boston—Governor Hutchinson’s 
speech, 


Sir, London, March 9, 1773. 
[-did myself the honor of writing to you the 2d of 
Dec. and the 5th January past. Since which I have received 
your favor of November 28, enclosing the votes and pro- 
ceedings of the town of Boston, which I have reprinted here 
with a preface. Herewith I send you a few copies. 
Governor Hutchinson’s speech, at the opening of your 
January session, has been printed and industriously circulated 
here by (as I think) the ministerial people, which I take to be 
no good sign. The assembly’s answer to it is not yet arrived, 
and‘in the meanwhile it seems to make impression on the 
minds of many not well acquainted with the dispute. The 
tea duty however is under the consideration of Parliament, 
for a ‘repeal on a petition from the East India Company, and 
no new ‘measures have been talked of against America, as 
likely to be taken during the present session; I was therefore 
preparing to return home by the spring ships: but have been 
advised by our friends to stay till the session is over ; as the 
commission sent to Rhode Island and discontents in your 
province, with the correspondence of the towns may possibly 
give rise to something here, when my being on the spot may 
be of use to our country. I conclude to stay a little longer. 
In the mean time I must hope that great care will be taken 
to keep our people quiet, since nothing is more wished for 
by our enemies, than that by insurrections we should give a 
good pretence for increasing the military among us, and put- 
ting us under more severe restraints. And it must be evident 
to all that by our rapidly increasing strength we shall soon 
become of so much importance that none of our just claims 


PART II. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 343 


of privilege will be as heretofore unattended to, nor any 
security we can wish for our rights be denied us. 

With great respect I have the honor to be, sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, B. FRanKLin. 


~~ To tHE Hon. Toomas Cusuine, Esa. 


Lord Dartmouth’s wish to heal the breach between Great 
Britain and America. 


Sir, (Private) London, April 3, 1773. 
- My last was of the 9th past ; since which nothing 
material has occurred relating to the colonies. ‘The assem- 
bly’s answer to Governor Hutchinson’s speech is not yet 
come over; but I find that even his friends here are appre- 
hensive of some ill consequences from his forcing the assem- 
bly into that dispute, and begin to say it was not prudently 
done, though they believe it meant well. I inclose you two 
newspapers in which it is mentioned. Lord Dartmouth the 
other day expressed his wish to me, that some means could 
be fallen upon to heal the breach. I took the freedom to 
tell him, that he could do much in it if he would exert him- 
self; I think I see signs of relenting in some others. The 
Bishop of St. Asaph’s sermon before the Society for propa 
gating the Gospel, is much talked of for its. catholic spirit 
and favorable sentiments relating to the colonies... [ will 
endeavor to get a copy to send you. With great esteem and 
respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient‘and 

most humble servant, . B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Governor FRANKLIN. 


The Bishop of St. Asaph’s* sermon before the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel, favorable to America. ° 


Duar Son, London, April 6, 1773. 
I received yours of February 2, with the papers 
of information that accompany it. 

I have sent to Mr. Galloway one of the Bishop of St. 
Asaph’s sermons for your Society for Propagating the Gospel. 
I would have sent you one, but you will receive it of course 
asamember. It contains such liberal and generous senti- 
ments relating to the conduct of government here towards 
America, that Sir J. Pringle says it was written in compli- 
ment tome. But from the intimacy of friendship in which 
I live with the author, I know he has expressed nothing but 
what he thinks and feels; and I honor him the more, that 
through the mere hope of doing good, he has hazarded the 


displeasure of the court, and of course the prospect of 


further: preferment. Possibly indeed the ideas of the court 
may change ; for I think I see some alarm at the discontents 
in New England, and some appearance of softening in the 
disposition of government, on the idea that matters have been 
carried too far there. But all depends upon circumstances 
and events. We govern from hand to mouth.. There seems 
to be-no. wise regular plan. vei 

I saw Lord Dartmouth about two weeks since. He 
mentioned. nothing to me of your application for additional 
salary, nor did I to him, for I do not like it. I fear it will 
embroil you with your people. i 

While I am writing, comes to hand yours of March 2. 


¥ 


* Dr. Shipley’s, . 
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My letter by the October packet must have been sent as 
usual to the office by the bell-man. ‘That being, as you 
inform me, rubbed. open, as some of yours to me have been, 
gives an additional circumstance of probability to the con- 
| jecture made in mine of December 2. For the future I shall 
send letters of consequence to the office (when I use the 
packet conveyance) by my clerk. 

Your accounts of the numbers of people, births, burials, 
&c. in your province, will be very agreeable to me, and par- 
ticularly so to Dr. Price. Compared with former accounts, 
they will show the increase of your people, but not perfectly, 
as I think a great many have gone from New Jersey to the 
more southern colonies, 

The parliament is like to sit till the end of June, as Mr. 
Cooper tells me. I had thoughts of returnmg home: about 
that time. ‘The Boston assembly’s answer to the governor’s 
speech, which [I have just received, may possibly produce 
something here to occasion my longer stay. I am, your 
affectionate father, B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHE Hon. Tuomas Cusuine, Esq. 


Governor Hutchinson's speech_—Conversation with Lord 
pon ‘Dartmouth respecting the same. 


Sir, (Private; ). ».. London, May 6,, 17 13. 

I have received none of your favors smce that of 
November 28. 1 have since written to you of the following 
dates, December 2, January 5, March 9, and righ 3, which 

ET hope got safe to hand. — b sphcal 
The council and assembly’s answer to 5 Atomchan Hutchin- 
son’s speech I caused to be printed here as soon as [ re- 
ceived them. His reply I see since printed also, but their 
rejoinder is not yet come. If he intended by reviving that 
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. dispute to recommend himself, he has greatly missed his 
aim; for the administration are chagrined with his officious- 
ness, their intention having been to let all contention sub- 
side, and by degrees suffer matters to return to the old 
channel. They are now embarrassed by his proceedings ; 
for if they lay the governor’s dispatches containing the decla- 
ration of the general court before parliament, they apprehend 
measures may be taken that will widen the breach; which 
would. be: more particularly inconvenient at this time, when. 
the disturbed state of Europe gives some apprehensions of a 
general war; on the other hand, if they do not lay them 
before parliament they give advantage to opposition against 
themselves on some future occasion, ina charge of criminal 
neglect. Some say he must be a fool, others that through 
some misinformation he really supposed Lard Hillsborough 
to be again in office. 

Yesterday I had a conversation a Lord D. of which I 
think it. right to give you some account. On my saying that 
I had no late advices from Boston, and asking if his lordship 
had any, he said, none since the governor’s second speech ; 
but what difficulties that gentleman has brought us all into 
by his imprudence! though I suppose he meant well :—yet 
_ what can now be done? It is impossible that parliament can 
suffer such a declaration of the general assembly, asserting 
its independency, to pass unnoticed. In my opinion, said I, 
it would be better and more prudent to take no notice of it. 
{t is words only. Acts of parliament are still submitted to 
there. No force, is used to obstruct their execution. _And 
while that is the case, parliament would do well to tum a 
deaf ear, and seem not to know that such declarations had 
ever been made. Violent measures against the province will 
not change the opinion of the people., Force could do no 
good. tL do not know, said he, that force would be thought 
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of; but perhaps an act may pass to lay them under some 
inconveniencies till they rescind that declaration. Can they 
not withdraw it? I wish they could be persuaded to recon- 
sider the matter, and do it of themselves voluntarily, and 
thus leave things between us on the old footing, the points 
undiscussed. Don’t you think (continued his lordship) such 
a thing possible? No, my lord, said I, I think it is impossi- 
ble. If they were even to wish matters back in the situation 
before the governor’s speech, and the dispute obliterated, 
they cannot withdraw their answers till he first withdraws his 
speech, which methinks would be an awkward operation that 
perhaps he will hardly be directed to perform. As to an 
act of parliament laying that country under inconveniencies, 
it is likely that will only put them as heretofore on some 
method of incommoding this country till the act is repealed ; 
and so we shall go on injuring and provoking each other, 
instead of cultivating that good-will and harmony so neces- 
sary to the general welfare. He said, that might be, and he 
was sensible our divisions must weaken the whole; for we 
are yet one empire, said he, whatever may be the sentiments 
of the Massachusetts assembly, but he did not see how that 
could be avoided. He wondered, as the dispute was now of 
public notoriety, parliament had not already called for the 
dispatches; and he thought he could not omit much longer 
the communicating them, however unwilling he was to do it 
from his apprehension of the consequences. But what, (his 
lordship was pleased to say) if you were in my place, would 
or could: you do? Would you hazard the being called to 
account in some future session of parliament, for keeping 
back the communication of dispatches of such importance ? 
I said his lordship:could best judge, what in his situation 
was fittest for him to do. I could only give my poor opinion 
with regard to parliament, that supposing the dispatches laid 


348 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Ib. 


before them, they would act most prudently in ordering them 
to lie on the table, and take no further notice of them. For 
were I as much an Englishman as I am an American, and 
ever so desirous of establishing the authority of parliament, 
I protest to your lordship I cannot conceive of a single step 
the parliament can take to increase it, that will not tend to 
diminish it ; and after abundance of mischief they must finally 
lose it. The loss in itself perhaps would not be of much 
consequence, because it is an authority they can never well 
exercise for want of due information and knowledge, and 
therefore it is not worth hazarding the mischief to preserve 
it. Then adding my wishes that I could be of any service in 
healing our differences, his lordship said, I do not sée any 
thing of more service than prevailing on the general assembly, 
if you can do it, to withdraw their answers to the governor's 
speech. There is not, said I, the least probability they will 
ever do that; for the country is all of one mind upon the 
subject. Perhaps the governor may have represented to 
your lordship, that these are the opimions of a party only, and 
that great numbers are of different sentiments which may in 
time prevail. But if he does not deceive himself he deceives 
vour lordship : for in both houses, notwithstanding the influ- 
ence appertaining to his office, there was not, in sendmg up 
those answers, a single dissenting voice. I do not recollect, 
said his lordship, that the governor has written any thing of 
that kind. I am told, however, by gentlemen from that 
country who pretend to know it, that there are many of the 
governor’s opinion, but they dare not show their sentiments. 
E never heard, said I, that any one has suffered vivlence for 
siding with the governor. Not violence, perhaps, said: his 
lordship, but they are reviled and held in contempt, and 
people do not care to incur the disesteem and displeasure of 
their neighbors. As 1 knew Governor Bernard had been in 
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with his lordship just before me, 1 thought he was probably 
one of these gentlemen informants, and therefore said, people 
who are engaged in any party or have advised any measures 
are apt to magnify the numbers of those they would have 
understood as approving their measures. His lordship said, 
that was natural to suppose might be the present case; for 
whoever observed the conduct of parties here, must have 
seen it a constant practice; and he agreed with me, that 
though a nemine contradicente did not prove the absolute 
agreement of every man in the opinion voted, it at least de- 
monstrated the great prevalence of that opinion. =. 

Thus ended our conference. [ shall watch this business 
till the parliament rises, and endeavor to make people in 
general as sensible of the inconveniences to this country that 
may attend a continuance of the contest, as the Spital-fields 
weavers seem already to be in their petition to the king, 
which I herewith send you. I have already the pleasure to 
find that’ my friend the Bishop of St. Asaph’s sermon, is 
universally approved and applauded, which I take to be no 
bad symptom. With sincere esteem and respect, I have the 
honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

. B. FRANKLIN. 


To -tHe Hon. Tuomas CusHING, Eso. 
Petition to the King, and his answer. 
2 a ig ee London, June 2, 1773. 
edie my last of the. 6th past, I have been 
honored with yours of. March 6 and 24, inclosing a petition 
to the king, anda letter to Lord Dartmouth. On consider- 
ing the whole, I concluded that a longer delay of presenting 
the first petition and remonstrance was not likely to answer 
any good purposé, and-therefore immediately waited-on Lord 
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Dartmouth, and delivered to him -the letter, and\the: second 
petition, at the same time re-delivering the first, and: pressed 
his lordship to. present them to his majesty, which he pro- 
mised to. do. Enclosed 1 send you the answer I have just 
received from him, as. this day’s packet (the mail for which 
is to be made up and dispatched in a few hours) is the 
earliest opportunity, the ships for Boston not being to sail 
till the beginning of next week. | By one of: them I. shall 
send a copy, with what observations occur to me: on the 
occasion, which the time will not now permit. me to write. 
In the mean while I would just beg leave to say, that I hope 
the house will come to no hasty resolves upon it... The 
longer they deliberate, the more maturely they: consider, the 
greater weight will attend their resolutions. With sincere 
respect, I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe: Hon. Tuomas ee 


American duty on tea. ‘ 


SIR, | a London, Siilhe 4, 1773. 
The above is a copy of mine per packet, which 
inclosed the original of his majesty’s answer to our petitions 
and remonstrance. I now send an exact copy of the same, 
which I did intend to accompany with some observations, 
and my sentiments on the general state of our affairs in this 
country, and the conduct proper for us to hold on this occa- 
sion. - But beginning to write, I find the matter too copious, 
and the subject (on reflection) too important to be treated of 
in a hasty letter; and being told the sting sail tormorrow, [ 
must postpone it to another ‘opportunity. | 
It was thought at the. beginning of the cession, that the 
American duty on tea would be taken off. But now the 
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wise scheme is to take off so.much duty here, as will make 
tea cheaper in America than foreigners can supply us, and to 
confine the duty there to keep up the exercise of the right. 
They have no idea that any people can act. from any other 
principle but that of imterest; and they believe that three 
pence in a pound of tea, of which one does not perhaps 
drink ten pounds in a year, is sufficient to overcome all the 
patriotism of an American. Ate 

. I purpose soon to write to you very fully. \ As .to the 
letters [ communicated to you,’ though L have not been 
able to obtain leave to take copies or publish them, I have 
permission to let the origmals remain with you as long as 
you may think it of any use to have them im possession. 
With great esteem and respect, I have the honor to -_ sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe Hon. Tuomas Cusunine, Esg. 


Controversy with Governor Hutchinson— First idea of an 
American Congress—Dr. Franklin’s justification of him- 
self against the charge of neglect, as agent for Massa- 
chusetts. Bist 

ae London, July 7, 1773. 
| - [thank you for the pamphlets you have sent me, 
containing the controversy between the ‘governor and the 
two houses. I have distributed them where | thought they 
might be of use. He makes perhaps as much of his argu- 
mént as it will bear; but has the misfortune of being on the 
weak side, and so is put to shifts and quibbles, and. the use 
of much sophistry and artifice to give plausibility to his 
reasonings. a council and sss assembly save greatly the 


“Governor Hutchinson’s, 
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advantage in point of fairness, perspicuity, and force. His 
precedents of acts of parliament binding the colonies, and 
our tacit consent to those acts, are all frivolous. Shall a 
guardian who has imposed upon, cheated, and plundered a 
minor under his care, who was unable to prevent it, plead 
those impositions after his ward has discovered them, as 
precedents and authorities for continuing them? There have 
been precedents time out of mind for robbing on Hounslow 
Heath, but the highwayman who robbed there yesterday 
does nevertheless deserve hanging. 

I am glad to see the resolves of the Virginia beans of 
burgesses. There are brave spirits among that people. I 
hope their proposal will be readily complied with by all the 
colonies. It is natural to suppose, as you do, that if the 
Oppressions continue, a congress may grow out of that cor- 
respondence. Nothing would more alarm. our ministers ; 
but, if the colonies agree to hold a congress, I do not see 
how it can be prevented. 

The instruction relating to the exemption of the commis- 
sioners I imagine is withdrawn ; perhaps the other also, 
relating to the agents ; but of that I have heard nothing. I 
only wonder that the governor should make such a decla- 
ration of his readiness to. comply with an intimation in act- 
ing contrary to any instructions, if he had not already, or 
did not soon expect, a repeal of those instructions. I have 
not, and shall never use your name on this or, any similar 
occasion. . | i pied | 

I note your directions relating to public and private letters, 
and shall not fail to observe them. At the same time I 
think all the correspondence should be in the speaker’s 
power, to communicate such extracts only as he should 
think proper for the house. It is extremely embarrassing 
to an agent to write letters concerning his transactions with 
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ministers, which letters he knows are to be read in the house, 
where there may be governors’ spies who carry away parts, 
‘or perhaps take copies, that are echoed back hither privately, 
if they should not be, as sometimes they are, printed in the 
votes. It is impossible to write freely in such circumstances, 
“unless he would hazard his usefulness, and put it out of his 
power to do his country any farther service. I speak this 
now, not upon my own account, being about to decline all 
‘public business, but for your consideration with regard to 
future agents. 

And now we speak of agents, 1 must mention my concern 
that I should fall under so severe a censure of the house as 
that of neglect in their business. I have submitted to the 
reproof without reply in my public letter, out of pure re- 
spect. It is not decent to dispute a father’s admonitions. 
But to you in private, permit me to observe, that as to the 
two things I am blamed for not giving the earliest notice of, 
viz. the clause in the act relating to dock-yards, and the 
appointment of salaries for the governor and judges; the 
first only seems to have some foundation. I did not know, 
but perhaps I ought to have known, that such a clause was 
intended. And yet in a parliament, that during the whole 
session refused admission to strangers, wherein near two 
hundred acts were passed, if is not so easy a matter to come 
at the knowledge of every clause in every act, and to give 
opposition to what may affect one’s constituents, especially 
when it is not uncommon to smuggle clauses into a bill whose 
title shall give no suspicion, when an opposition to such 
clauses is apprehended. I say this isno easy matter. But 
had I known of this clause, it is not likely I could have 
prevented its passing in the present disposition of govern- 
ment towards America, nor do I see that my giving earlier 
notice of its having passed could have been of much service. 

VOL. I. z 
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As to the! other, concerning the. governor’ and. judges, I 
should: hardly have thought of sending the house an account 
of it, if the minister had mentioned it to me, as I understood 
from their first letter to me, that they had already the best 
intelligence ‘of its being determined by administration to 
bestow large salaries on the attorney-general, judges, and go- 
vernor of the province.” I could not, therefore, possibly “ give 
the first notice of this impending evil.” I answered, however, 
“that there was no doubt of the intention of making go- 
vernors, and some other officers, independent of the people 
for their support, and that this purpose will be persisted im, 
if the American revenue is found. sufficient to defray the 
salaries. ‘This.censure, though grievous, does not so much 
surprise me, as | apprehended all along from the beginning, 
that between the friends of an old agent, my predecessor, 
who thought himself hardly used in his. dismission, and 
those of a young one impatient for the succession, my situ- 
ation was not-likely to be a very comfortable One as my 
faults could scarce pass unobserved.. . 

I think of leaving England in September. As soon. as 
possible after my arrival in America, I purpose (God willing) 
to visit Boston, when 1 hope to have the pleasure of paying 
my respects to you. I shall then. give every information in 
my power, and offer every advice relating to our affairs, (not 
so convenient, to be written) that my situation here for .so 
many years may enable me to suggest for the benefit of our . 
country. Some time before my departure,,I shall put your 
papers into the hands of Mr. Lee, and assist him. with my 
counsel while [ stay where there may be any occasion for it. 
He is a gentleman of parts and ability, and though he cannot 
exceed me in sincere zeal for the interest and prosperity of 
the province, his youth will easily enable him t to serve it with 
more activity. | 
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Lam, sir,.very respectfully, your obliged,and most obe- 
dient humble*servant, .... so B. Franxun. : 


To THE Hon. pene CusHIne, ent 


Eset can adtied aT Ta king’s answer to the American 
petitions— Proposed means of obtaining redress—General 
sentiments. of the people in England respecting America, 
—Captain; Calef—Sir Francis Bernard's project. 

. Samy te-bars! London, July 7,.1773. 
The sedbenaen’ is at length prorogued without 
meddling, with the state of America, Their time was:much 
employed in the. East India: business; and perhaps: it was 
not thought prudent to lay before them the advices from 

New England, though some threatening intimations had 

been given of such an intention. ‘The king’s firm answer 

(as it is called) to our petitions and remonstrances, has pro- — 

-bably been judged sufficient for the present. I forwarded 

that answer to you by the last packet, and sent a copy of it 

by a Boston ship the beginning of last month. Therein we 
are told “that his majesty has well weighed the subject 
matter, and the expressions contained in those petitions; 
and, that as he will ever attend to the humble petitions of 
his subjects, and be forward to redress every real grievance, 
so he is determined to support the constitution, and resist 
with firmness every attempt to derogate from the authority 

_of the supreme legislature.” | 
_ By this it seems that some exception is taken to the 

expressions of the petitions as not sufficiently humble, that 

the grievances complained of are not thought real griev- 
ances, that parliament is.deemed the supreme legislature, 

_and its authority over the colonies supposed to be the consti- 

tution. . Indeed;the last idea is expressed more fully in the 

next paragraph, where the words of the act are used declar- 
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ing the right'of the crown, with the advice of parliament, 
to make laws of sufficient force and validity to bind its 
subjects in America an all cases whatsoever. 

When one considers the king’s situation, surrounded by 
ministers, counsellors, and judges learned in the law, who 
are all of this opinion, and reflect how necessary it is for 
him to ‘be well with his parliament, from whose yearly grants 
his fleets and armies are to be supported, and the deficiencies 
of his civil list supplied, it is not to be wondered at that he 
- should be firm in an opinion established, as far as an act of 
parliament could establish it, by even the friends of America 
vat the time they répealed the stamp act; and which is so ge- 
nerally thought right by his lords and commons, that any act 
of his, countenancing the contrary, would hazard his em- 
broiling‘himself with those powerful bodies. And ‘hence it 
‘seems hardly to be expected from him that he should take 
any step of that kind. The grievous instructions indeed 
‘might be withdrawn without their observing it, if his ma- 
jesty thought fit:so to do; but under the present prejudices 
of all about him, it seems that this is not 7 likely to be 
advised, i 

The question ‘then arises, how are we to obtain redress ? 
If swe look ‘back into ‘the parliamentary history of this 
‘country we shall find, that in similar situations of ‘the sub- 
jects here, redress could seldom be obtained but by with- 
holding aids when the sovereign was in distress, till the 
grievances were removed. Hence the rooted custom of the 
‘commons to keep money-bills in their own disposition, not 
‘suffering ‘even the lords to meddle in grants, either as to 
quantity, manner of raising, or even in the smallest circum- 
“stance. This country pretends to be collectively our sove- 
‘reign. It is now deeply in debt. Its funds are far short of 
recovering their par since the last war: another would dis- 
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tress it still more. Its people diminish as well as its credit. 
Men will be wanted as well as money. The colonies are 
rapidly increasing in wealth and numbers. In the last war 
they maintained an army of 25,000. A country able to do 
that is no contemptible ally. In another war they may per- 
haps do twice as. much with equal ease. Whenever a war 
happens our aid will be wished for, our friendship desired 
and cultivated, our good-will courted: then is the time to 
say, redress our grievances. You take money from us by 
force, and now you ask it of voluntary grant. You cannot 
have it both ways. If you choose to have it without our con- 
sent, you must go on taking it that way, and be content with 
what little you can so obtain. If you would have our free 
gifts, desist from your compulsive methods, and acknowledge 
our rights, and secure our future enjoyment of them. Our 
claims will then be attended to, and our complaints regarded. 
By what I perceived not long since, when a war was appre- 
hended with Spain, the different countenance put on by 
some great men here towards those who were thought to 
have a little influence in America, and the language that 
began to be held with regard to the then minister for the 
colonies, 1 am confident that if that war had taken place he 
would have been immediately dismissed, all his measures 
reversed, and every step taken to recover our affection and 
procure our assistance. ‘Thence I think it fair to conclude, . 
that similar effects will probably be produced by similar 
circumstances. 

But as the strength of an empire depends not only on the 
union of its parts, but on their readiness for united exertion 
of their common force; and, as the discussion of rights 
may seem unseasonable in the commencement of actual war, 
and the delay it might occasion be prejudicial to the com- 
mon welfare; as likewise the refusal of one or a few colo- 
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nies would not be so much regarded if the others granted 
liberally, which perhaps by various artifices and motives 
they might be prevailed on to do; and as this want of con- 
cert would defeat the expectation of general redress’ that 
otherwise might be justly formed, perhaps it would be hest 
and fairest for the colonies in a general congress now in 
peace to be assembled, (or by means of the correspondence 
lately proposed) after a full and solemn assertion and decla- 
ration of their rights, to engage firmly with each other, ‘that 
they will never grant aids to the crown m any general war 
till those rights are recognised by the king and both houses 
of parliament; communicating at the same time’ to the 
crown’ this their resolution. Such a step, I imagine, will 
bring the dispute to a crisis: and whether our demands are 
immediately complied with, or compulsory measures thought 
of to make us rescind them, our ends will finally be ob- 
tained; for even the odium accompanying such compulsory 
attempts will contribute to unite and strengthen us, and in 
the mean timé all the world will allow that our ph appa: 
has been honorable. P 

~ No one doubts the advantage of a strict union between 
the mother-country and the colonies, if it may be obtained 
and preserved on equitable terms. In every ‘fair’ connexion 
each party should find its own interest. Britain’ will find - 
hers in our joining with her in every war she makes, to the 
greater annoyance and terror of her enemies; in our em- 
ployment of her manufacturers, and enriching her merchants 
by our commerce; and her government will feel’ some ‘addi- 
tional at itGANB of its hands, by the disposition of our 
profitable’ posts and places. On our'side we'have to’ expect 
the protection she can afford us, ‘and the advantage’ of. a 
common umpire in our disputes, thereby preventing wars we: 
might otherwise have with each other ; so that’ we can with-. 
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out interruption go on with our improvements, and increase 
our numbers. We ask no more of her, and she should. not 
thmk of forcing more from us. | By the exercise of prudent 
moderation on her part, mixed with a little kindness; and by 
a-decent behavior on ours, excusing where we can excuse 
from a consideration of circumstances, and bearing. a little 
with the infirmities of her government as we would with those 
of: an aged parent, though firmly. asserting our privileges, 
and declaring that we mean at a proper time to vindicate 
them, this advantageous union may still be long continued. 
We wish it, and we may endeavor it, but God will order it 
as to his wisdom shall seem most suitable. The friends of 
liberty here wish we may long preserve it on our side the 
water, that they may find it there if adverse events should 
destroy it here. They are therefore anxious and afraid lest 
we should hazard it by premature attempts in its favor. 
They think we may risk much by violent measures, and 
that the risk is unnecessary, since a little time must infallibly 
bring us all we demand or desire, and bring it us in peace 
and safety. Ido not presume to advise. There are many 
wiser men among you, and 1 hope you will be directed by a 
still superior wisdom. - 

With regard to the sentiments of people in general here, 
concerning America, [ must say that we have among them 
many friends and well-wishers. ‘The dissenters are all for 
us, and many of the merchants and manufacturers. ‘here 
seems to be even among the country gentlemen a general 
sense of our growing importance, a disapprobation of the 
harsh measures with: which we have been treated, and a 
wish that some means may be found of perfect reconci- 
lation... A few members of, parliament in both houses, and 
perhaps some/in high office, have ina degree the same ideas, 
but none.of these, seem willing as yet to be active in our 
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favor, lest adversaries should take advantage and charge: it 
upon them as a betraying the interests of this nation. In 
this state of things no endeavor of mine, or our other friends 
here, “to obtam a repeal of the acts so oppressive to the 
colonists, or the orders of the crown se destructive of the 
charter rights of our province in particular,” can expect a 
sudden success. By degrees, and a judicious improvement — 
of events, we may work a change in minds and measures, 
but otherwise such great alterations are hardly to be looked 
for. | 
I am thankful to the house for their kind attention in 
"repeating their grant to me of six hundred pounds. Whether 
the instruction restraming the governor’s assent 1s withdrawn 
or not, or is likely to be, I cannot tell, having never solicited, 
or even once mentioned it to Lord Dartmouth, being re- 
solved to owe no obligation to the favor of any minister. 
If, from a sense of right, that instruction should be recalled, 
and the general principle on which it was founded is given 
up, all will be very well: but you can never think it worth 
while to employ an agent here, if his bemg paid or not is to 
depend on the breath of a minister; and I should think it a— 
situation too suspicious, and therefore too dishonorable, for 
me to remain m a single hour. Living frugally, I am under 
no immediate necessity; and, if I serve my constituents 
faithfully, though it should be unsuccessfully, I am confident _ 
they will always have it im their inclination, and some time or 
other in their power, to make their grants effectual. 

A gentleman of your province, Captain Calef, is come 
hither as an agent for some of the eastern townships, to 
obtain a confirmation of their lands. Sir Francis Bernard 
seems inclined to make use of this person’s application for 
promoting a separation of that country fromsyour province, 
and making it a distinct government ; to which purpose he 
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prepared a draft of a memorial for Calef to present, setting 
forth not only the hardship of being without security in the 
property of their improvements, but also of the distress of 
the people there for want of government; that they were at 
too great a distance from the seat of government in the 

‘Massachusetts to be capable of receiving the benefits of 
government thence, and expressing their willingness to be 
separated and formed into a new province, &c. With this 
draft Sir Francis and Mr. Calef came to me to have my 
opinion. I read it, and observed to them, that though I 
wished the people quieted in their possessions, and would do 
any thing I could to assist in obtaining the assurance of 
their property, yet as I knew the province of Massachusetts 
had a right to that country, of which they were justly tena- 
cious, [ must oppose that part of the memorial, if it should 
be presented. Sir Francis allowed the right, but proposed 
that a great tract of land between Merrimack and Connec- 
ticut rivers, which had been allotted to New Hampshire, 
might be restored to our province by order of the crown, as 
a compensation. ‘This he said would be of more value, to 
us than that eastern country, as being nearer home, &c. 1 
said 1 would mention it in my letters, but must in the. mean 
time oppose any step taken in the affair before the sentiments 
of the general court should be known, as to such an ex- 
change, if it were offered. Mr. Calef himself did not seem 
fond of the draft, and [ have not seen him, or heard any. thing 
farther of it smce, but I shall watch it. 

Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to the house, 
and believe me with sincere and great esteem, sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

| B. FRANKLIN. 
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To tHe Rev. De. eeners ‘Boston. 


Remarks on. the proceedings against : America. : 
REVEREND Sir, London, July 7, 1773. 
| The remarks you have added, on the late pro- 
ceedings against America, are very just and judicious; and I 
cannot see any impropriety in’ your making them, though a 
minister of the gospel. This kingdom | is a good deal in- 
debted for its liberties to the ‘public spirit of its ancient 
clergy, who joined with the barons’ in ‘obtaining ‘Magna 
Charta, and jomed heartily in forming the curses of excom- 
munication against the infringers of it.’ There is no doubt 
but the claim of” parliament, of authority to make. laws 
binding on.the colontes in all cuses’ whatsoever, includes an. 
authority to change our religious constitution, and establish 
Popery or Mahometanism, if they please, in its stead; but, 
as you intimate, power does not infer right ; and as the right 
1s nothing, and the power (by our increase) continually dimi- 
nishing, the one will soon be as insignificant as the other. 
You seem only to have made a small mistake in supposing 
they modestly avoided to declare they had a right, the words 
of the act being “ that they have, and of ihc skip to 
ih full power,” &c. jysa. ¥ 
Your suspicion that sundry others besides Governor Ber- 
nard “had written hither their opinions and counsels, encou- 
raging the late measures to the prejudice of our country, 
which have been too much heeded and followed,” is, [ appre- 
hend, but too well founded. You call them “ traitorous 
individuals,” whence I collect, that you suppose them of 
our own country. ‘There was among the twelve apostles 
one traitor who betrayed with a kiss. It should be no 
wonder, therefore, if among so many thousand true patriots 
as New England contains, there should be found even twelve 
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Judases, ‘ready to betray their country for'a few paltry pieces 
of silver. Their ends, as well as their views, ought to be 
similar. But all the oppressions evidently work for -our 
good. Providence seems by every means intent on making 
us a great people. May our virtues,’ public and private, 
grow with us, and be durable, that liberty, civil and religious, 
may be secured to our posterity, and to all, from every part 
of the world, that take refuge among us! 

With great esteem, and my best wishes for a long conti- 
nuance of your usefulness, [ am, reverend sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, | 

| B. FRANKLIN. 
3 | ie 
To Dr. Cooper, Boston.. 
Governor Hutchinson— His letters, &c. 


Dear Sir, London, July 7, 1778. 

I received your very valuable favors of March 15, 
and April 23. It rejoices me to find your health so’ far 
restored that your friends can again be benefited by geil 
correspondence. 

‘The governor was certainly out in his politics, if he hoped 
to recommend himself there by entering upon that dispute 
with the assembly. His imprudence in bringing it at all 
upon the tapis, and his bad management of it, are almost 
equally censured. The council and assembly on the other 
hand have,’ by the coolness, clearness, and force of their 
answers, gained great reputation. , | 

The unanimity of our towns in their sentiments of liberty, 
gives me great pleasure, as it shows the generally enlightened 
state of our people’s minds, and the falsehood of the opinion 
much cultivated here by the partisans of arbitrary power in 
America, that ouly a small faction among us were ‘discon= 
tented with the late measures. If that unanimity can be 
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discovered in all the colonies, it will give much greater 
weight to our future remonstrances. I heartily wish with 
you, that some line could be drawn, some bill of rights esta~ 
blished, for America, that might secure peace between the 
two countries, so: necessary for the prosperity of both. But 
I think little attention is like to be afforded: by our ministers 
to that salutary work tll the breach becomes. greater and 
more alarming, and then the difficulty of repairing it wei be 
greater in a tenfold proportion. . 

You mention tke surprise of nulla to whom those 
letters' have been communicated, at the restrictions with 
which they were accompanied, and which they suppose 
render them incapable of answering any important end. 
One great reason of forbidding their publication, was an 
apprehension that it might put all the possessors of such 
correspondence here upon their guard, and so prevent the 
obtaining more of it. And it was imagined that showing 
the originals to so many. as were named, and to a few such 
others as they might think fit, would be sufficient to esta- 
blish the authenticity, and to spread through the province so 
just an estimation of the writers, as to strip them of all their 
deluded friends, and demolish effectually their interest and 
influence. The letters might be shown even to some of the 
governor’s and lieutenant-governor’s partizans, and spoken of 
to every body; for there was no restraint proposed to talk- 
ing of them, but only to copying. However, the terms 
given with them could only be those with which they were 
received. 

The great defect say is 10 seth siete of etuanin want of 
attention to what passes in such remote countries as Ame- 
rica, an unwillingness to read any thing about them if it 
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appears a little prolix; and a disposition to postpone the 
consideration even of the things they know they must at last 
consider, that so they may have time for what metre imme- 
diately concerns them, and withal enjoy their amusements, 
and be undisturbed in the universal dissipation. In other 
respects, though some of the great regard us with a jealous 
eye, and some are angry with us, the majority of the nation 
rather wish us well, and have no desire to infringe our 
liberties. And many console themselves under the appre- 
hension of declining liberty here, that they or their posterity 
shall be able to:find her safe‘and vigorous in America. With 
sincere and great esteem, 1 am, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


! 


To GoverRNor FRANKLIN. 


Lord North,—met him at. Lord Le Despencer’s—Lord 
Dartmouth— Anecdote of Lord Hillsborough. 


Dear Son, 3 London, July 14, 1773. 

Iam glad to find by yours of May 4, that you 
have been able to assist Josiah Davenport a little; but vexed 
that he and you should think of putting me upon a solicita- 
tion which it is impossible for me to engage in. I am not 
upon terms with Lord North to ask any such favor from 
‘him. Displeased with something he said relating to Ame- 
‘rica, | have never been at his levees, smce the first. Per- 
haps hehas ‘taken that amiss. For last week we met occa- 
sionally at Lord Le Despencer’s in our return from Oxford, 
where I had been to attend the solemnity of his Anstallation, 
and he seemed studiously to avoid speaking to me. I ought 
to be ashamed to say that on such occasions I feel myself to 
be as proud as any body. His lady indeed was more gra- 
cious. She ame, and sat down by me on the same sofa, 
and condescended to enter into a coversation with me agree- 
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ably enough, as if to make some amends... Their son and 
daughter were with them. They staid all night,: so that. we 
dined, supped, and breakfasted together, without, exchanging 
three sentences. » But had he ever so. great a regard for me, 
I could not ask that office, trifling as it is, for any relation of 
mine. And detesting as I do the whole system of American 
customs, believmg they) will one day bring on a_ breach 
through the indiscretion and insolence of those concerned,in 
the collection, I should never wish to see one so. near to) me 
in that business... If you think him capable of acting as de- 
-puty secretary, I imagine you might easily obtain that for 
him of Mr. Morgan. He has lately been with me, is always 
very complaisant, and understanding | was about returning 
to America, requested my interest to obtain for him the 
agency for your province. His friend Sir Watkin Lewes, 
who was formerly candidate for the same great place, is now 
high sheriff of London, and in the way of being lord mayor. 
The new sheriffs elect are (could you think it ?) both Ame- 
ricans, viz. Mr. Sayre, the New Yorker, and Mr. W. Lee, 
brother to-Dr. Lee. I, amiglad you stand so well.with Lord 
_Dartmouth. I am likewise, well with him; but he never 
spoke to me of augmenting your salary. He is truly a good 
-man, and wishes sincerely a good understanding with the 
_colonies, but does not/seem to haye strength equal to-his 
wishes. . Between you and.ime,, the late. measures have been, 
1, suspect,..very much the king’s, own, and he has in some 
cases a great share of what his, friends. call, firmness: Yet 
by some pains-taking. and proper management,. the wrong 
impressions he has received may,,be removed, which is per- 
haps the only chance America has. for obtaining . soon the re- 
dresses she aims at. ‘This:entirely to yourself... >... ...4 
And now we are among great folks, let me tell you.a 
little of Lord Hillsborough. I went down to Oxford with 
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and at the instance of Lord Le Despencer, who is :on.all oc- 
casions very good to me, and) seems of late very. desirous of 
my company. . Mr. Todd too. was. there, who has some at- 
tachment to Lord H., and in a\walk we were taking told me 
as a secret that Lord H. was much chagrined at being out 
of place, and could never forgive me for “ writing that pam- 
phlet against his report about the Ohio.: I assured him, 
said Mr. T. that I knew you did not write it; and the con- 
sequence is, that-he thinks [know the contrary, and wanted 
to impose upon him in -your favor; and so I find he is now 
displeased with me, and for no other cause: in ;the world. 
His friend Bamber Gascoin too, says that they wedl knew it 
was written by Dr. F. who was one of the most: mischievous 
men in England.” ‘That same day Lord H. called upon 
Lord Le D. whose chamber and mine were together in 
Queen’s College. 1 was in the inner room shifting, and 
heard his voice, but did not see him, as he went down stairs 
immediately with Lord Le D. who mentioning that I was 
above, he returned directly, and came to me in the plea- 
santest manner imaginable. “ Dr. F.,” said he, “ I did not 
know till this minute that you were here, and J am come 
back, to make you my bow. 1am glad to see you at Ox- 
ford, and that you look so well, &c.”. In return for this ‘ex- 
travagance I complimented him on his son’s performance on 
the theatre, though indeed it was but indifferent; so that ac- 
count was settled. For as people say when they are angry, 
if he strikes me, V’ll strike him again, I think: sometimes. it 
may be right to say, if he flatters me, V'll flatter him again. 
This is lex talionis, returning. offences in kind. - His son 
however (Lord Fairford) is a valuable young man, and his 
daughters, Ladies Mary and Charlotte, most amiable young 
women. My quarrel is only with him, who of all the men I 
‘ever met with is surely the most unequal in his treatment of 
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people, the most insincere, and the most wrong headed; 
witness besides his various behavior to me, his duplicity in 
encouraging us to ask for more land: ask for enough to make 
a province, (when we at first asked only for 2,500,000 
acres,) were his words; pretending to befriend our applica- 
tion, then doing every thing to defeat it, and reconciling the 
first to the last by saying to a friend, that he meant to defeat 
it from the beginning; and that his putting us upon asking 
so much was with that very view, supposing it too much to 
be granted. ‘Thus by the way, his mortification becomes 
double. He has served us by the very means he meant to 
destroy us, and tript up his own heels into the bargain. 
Your affectionate father, B, FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Winturop, Boston. 


Dear Sir, London, July 25, 1778. 

I am glad to see that you are elected into the 
council, and are about to take part in our public affairs. 
Your abilities, integrity, and sober attachment to the liberties 
of our country, will be of great use in this tempestuous time, 
in conducting our little bark ito safe harbor. By the Bos- 
‘ton newspapers, there seems to be among us some violent 
spirits, who are for an immediate rupture. But I trust the 
general prudence of our countrymen will see, that by our 
growing strength we advance fast to a situation in which our 
claims must be allowed; that by a premature struggle we - 
may be crippled and kept down another age; that as between 
friends every affront is not worth a duel, between nations 
every injury is not worth a war, so between the governed and 
governing every mistake in government, every encroachment 
on right is not worth a rebellion. It is in my opinion suffi- 
cient for the present that we hold them forth on all occasions, 
not giving up any of them, using at the same time every 
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means to maké them generally understood and valued by the 
people; cultivating a harmony among the colonies, that their 
union: in the same sentiments may give them greater weight: 
remémbering withal, that this protestant country, (our mo- 
ther;,thongh lately. an unkind. one) is worth preserving}: and 
that her. weight in the scale of Europe, and her safety in a 
great degree may depend on our union with her. ‘Thus con- 
ducting, I am confident we may in a few years obtain 
every allowance of, and every security for, our inestimable 
privileges, that we can wish or desire. With great and sin- 


cere esteem, Iam, B. FRANKLIN, 


‘To tue Hon. Toomas Cusuine, Eso. 


Printing of General Hutchinson’s letters. 


Sir, | “London, July 25, 1773. 

Tam favored with yours of June 14 and 16, con- 
taining some copies of the resolves of the committee upon 
the letters... I see by your account of the transaction, that 
you could not well prevent what was done. As to the re- 
port of other copies being come from England, I know that 
could not be. It was expedient to disengage the house. I 
hope the possession of the originals, and the proceedings 
upon them, will be attended with salutary effects to the pro- 
vince, and then I shall be well pleased. 

I observe that you mention that no person besides Dr. 
Cooper and one of the committee knew they came from me. 
I did not accompany them with any request of being myself 
concealed ; for believing, what [ did to be in the way of my 
duty as agent, though I had no doubt of its giving offence, 
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not only to the parties exposed, but to administration here, I 
wa’ regardless of the consequences. However, ‘since ‘the 
letters’ themselves are now copied and printed, contrary to 
the promise | made, I am glad my name has not been heard 
on the occasion; and as Ido not see ‘it could be ‘of any use 
to the public, I: now wish it may continue unknown ;) though 
I hardly expect it. As to''yours, you may rely on my never 
‘mentioning it, except that I may’ be obliged to show’ your 
letter in my own vindication to the person only who might 
otherwise think he had reason to blame me for breach of en- 
gagement. It must surely be seen here, that after such a de- 
tection of their duplicity in pretending a regard and affection 
to the province while they were undermining its privileges, it 
is impossible for the crown to make any good use of their 
services, and that it can never be for its interest to employ 
servants who are under such universal odium. The conse- 
quence one would think should. be their removal. But per- 
haps it may be to ¢iéles, or to penscons—if your revenue can 
pay them. | | | 
I am, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, | | | B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Coorrr, Boston. 


Flutchinson’s letters. 


Dear Sir, London, July 25, 1773. 

: I wrote to you on the 7th instant pretty fully, and 
am since favored with yours of June 14. : 

I am much pleased with the proposal’ of the Virginia as- 
sembly and the respectful manner in which it has been re- 
ceived by ours. I think it likely to produce very salutary 
effects. | 


I am glad to know your opinion that those letters came 
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seasonably, and may be of public, utility... L accompanied 
them with no restriction relating to’ myself; my duty to the 
‘province as their agent, I thought. required. the: communica- 
‘tion of them, as. far as T could : I was sensible | should make 
enemies there, and iperhaps might offend government here ; 
but. those: apprehensions [ disregarded. I did not expect, 
that my: sending them could be kept a secret: but since it is 
such ‘hitherto, I now wish it may continue so, because. the 
publication of the letters; contrary to my engagement, has 
changed the circumstances. If they serve. to. diminish the 
influence and demolish the power of the parties. whose cor- 
respondence has. been, and: probably. would have continued 
tobe; $0 mischievous ‘to, the. interest and rights of the pro- 
wince, I shall on that account. be. more, easy under any incon- 
veniences.1 may suffer either here or there ; and shall. bear 
as well as I can the imputation, of not. allies taken sufficient 
care to insure the performance of my promise. ] 

I think government can hardly expect to. draw any future 
service from such instruments, and: one would suppose they 
must soon be dismissed... We.shall see. : 

I hope to be favored with a continuance of. your corres- 
pondence and intelligence, while L stay,here, it,is highly use- 
ful to, me, and ‘will be.as it always has. been pleasing every- 
where. | 

I am ever, dear sir, your obliged and most obedient hum- 
bleseryant, au 4tidec oo ipy) Bo BPRANKLIN, 


To THE Hox. “Tomas Cusnine, Eso. 
Address of Massachusetts for the removal of their governor 
and lieut. governor. : 
SIR, London, Aug. 24, 1773. 
I received duly your several favors of June 25, 26, 
and 30, with the papers enclosed. My Lord Dartmouth 
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being at his country-seat im Staffordshire, 1 transmitted to 
him the address for the removal of the governor and lieu- 
tenant governor; and Mr. Bollan and I jointly transmitted 
the letter to his lordship from both houses. I delivered to 
Mr. Bollan one set of the authenticated copies of the letters, 
and we shall co-operate in the business we are charged with: 

I am told that the governor has requested leave to come 
home ; that some great persons about the court do not think 
the letters, now they have seen them, a sufficient foundation 
for the resolves; that therefore it is not likely he will be re- 
moved, but suffered to resign, and that some provision: will 
be made for him here. But nothing I apprehend is likely: to 
be done soon, as most of the great officers of state who com- 
posed the privy council, are in the country, and? likely to 
continue till the present parliament meets, and paige the 
above may be chiefly conjecture. 

I have informed Mr. Lee, that in case there should ‘be 
an hearing, I was directed to ‘engage him as council for the 
province; that though I had received no money I would ‘ad- 
vance what might be esc fi is hearings — council 
— expensive. a GORE Oa | 3 

‘T purpose: writing: to you again by the packet, dnd am with 
the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. No determination is yet public on the case of Mr. 
Lewis against Governor Wentworth, whieh has been a very | 
costly piel to both sides, : 
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To GovERNor FRANKLIN. 

Resolutions of the New England townships— Project to form 
an union with freland—ff uichinson’s letters. 


Biciké Son, seo" 9 London, Sept. 1,.1773:.; 
I have now before me yours of July 5. and.6., ‘The 
August packet is not yet arrived. 19 

Dr. Cooper of New, York’s opinion of the ere of the 
sermon, however honorable to me, is injurious to the good 
bishop ; and therefore [ must say in justice and truth, that 
I knew nothing of his intention to preach.on the-subject, and 
saw not a word of the sermon till it was printed. Possibly 
some preceding conversation between, us may have turned. his. 
thoughts that. way ; but. if'so, that is. all. 

I think ‘the resolutions: of the New England sauuitiiats 
must have the effect they seem. intended for; viz. to.show that 
the discontents were really general, and their sentiments con- 
cerning their rights unanimous, and not the fiction of a few 
demagogues, as their governors used to represent them. here : 
and therefore not useless, though they should not as- yet in- 
duce government to acknowledge their claims.. ‘That people 
may probably. think it sufficient for the present to assert and 
hold forth their rights, secure that sooner or later they must 
be admitted and acknowledged... The declaratory law here,, 
had ,too its use, viz. to prevent or lessen at least a clamor 
against the ministry that repealed the stamp act, as if they 
had given up the right of this country to govern America. 
Other use indeed it could have none ;. and I remember Lord 
Mansfield told the lords, when upon that bill, that it was 
nugatory. To be sure, in a dispute between two parties 
about rights, the declaration of one party can never be sup- 
posed to bind the other. 
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It is said there is now a project on foot to form an union 
with Ireland, and that Lord Harcourt is to propose it at the 
next meeting of the Irish parliament. The eastern side of 
[reland are averse to it; supposing that when Dublin is ‘no 
longer the seat of their government it will decline, the harbor 
being but indifferent, and that the western and southérn ports 
will rise and florish on its ruins, being good in themselves 
and much better situated for commerce. For these same 
reasons, the western and southern péople are inclined to the 
‘measure, and it is thought it may be earried. ’ But these are 
difficult affairs, and usually take longer time than the ‘projec- 
tors imagine. - Mr. Crowley, the author of several proposals 
for uniting the colomes with the mother-country, and who 
runs about much among the ministers, tells me the union of 
Ireland is only the first step towards a general union. He is 
for having it done by the parhament of England without 
consulting the colonies ; and he will warrant, he says, that if 
the terms proposed are equitable, they will all come in one 
after the other. He seems rather a little cracked upon the 
subject. 

It is said here that the famous Boston’ letters were sent 
chiefly, if not all, to the late Mr. Whately. They fell into 
my hands, and I thought it my duty to give some principal 
people there a sight of them, very much with this view, that 
when they saw the measures they complained of took their 
rise, in a great degree, from the representations and recom- 
mendations of their own countrymen, their resentment against — 
Britain on account of those measures might abate, as mine 
had done, and a reconciliation be more easily obtained. In 
Boston they concealed who sent them, the better to conceal 
who received and communicated them. And perhaps it is as 
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well that, it should continue.a secret. Being of that country 
myself, IL. think those letters more heinous than you seem to 
think them ; bat you had not read them all, nor perhaps the 
council’s' remarks on them. I have written to decline their 
agency. onaccount of my return to America. Dr. Lee suc- 
ceeds me. L only keep it) while I stay, which perhaps will 
be eh Bt winter. | 

I grieve to hear of the death of my good old friend Dr. 
Evans.. i have lost so many, since. I left America, that I 
begin to fear I shall find myself a stranger among strangers 
when I return. If so, I must come again to my friends in 
England. 1 am ever your affectionate father, | 
. B. Frankxuin. 


bk THE Hon. Tuomas CusuHine, Eso. 


Project to avoid repealing the American tea duty—Pretended 
Prussian edict. or 
Sir, _ London, Sept. 12, 1773. 
The above is a copy of my last per packet. En- 
closed is the original letter thereim mentioned. His lordship 
continues in the country, but is expected (Secretary Pownall 
tells me) the beginning of next month. 

To avoid repealing the American tea duty, and yet find a 
vent for tea, a project is executing to send it from this coun- 
try on account of the East India Company, to be sold in 
America, agreeable to a late act impowering the lords of the 
treasury to grant licences to the company to export tea thi- 
ther, under certain restrictions, duty-free. Some friends 
of government, (as they are called) of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, &c. are to be favored with the commission, 
who undertake by their interest to carry the measure through 
in the colonies. How the other merchants thus excluded 
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from the tea trade will like this, I cannot foresee. Their 
agreement, if I remember right, was not to import tea, till 
the duty shall be repealed. Perhaps they will think them- 
selves still obliged by that agreement notwithstanding ‘this 
temporary expedient; which is only to introduce the’ téa for 
the present, and may be dropped next year, and the duty 
again required; the granting or refusing such licence from 
time to time remaining in the power of the treasury. And it 
will seem hard, ‘while their hands are tied, to see the profits 
of that article all engrossed by a few particulars. 

Enclosed I take the liberty of sending you a‘small piece of 
mine, written to expose, in as striking a light as I could, to 
the nation, the absurdity of the measures towards America, 
and to spur the ministry, if ae i to a chang of those 
measures. a 

Please to present my duty to the house, and respects to 
the committee. I have the honor to be, with much esteem, 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


[ Enclosed in the foregoing letter.} 
A PRUSSIAN EDICT, &c. 
Dantszic, September 5, 1773. 

We have long wondered here at the supineness of the 
English nation, under the Prussian impositions upon its trade entering 
our port. We did not, till lately, know the claims, ancient and mo- 
dern, that hang over that nation; and therefore could not suspect 
that it might submit to those impressions from a sense of duty, or from 
principles of equity. The following edict, just made Ree may, if 
serious, throw some light upon this matter: 

“ Freperick, by the grace of God, King of Prussia, 3 &c. &c. to 
all present and to come: health. The peace now enjoyed throughout 
Our dominions, having afforded us leisure to apply Ourselves to the 
regulation of commerce, the improvement of Our finances, and at the 
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same time the easing Our domestic subjects in their taxes; for these 
causes, and other good considerations Us thereunto moving, We here- 
by make known, that, after having deliberated these affairs in Our 
council ; present Our dear brothers, and other great officers of the 
state, members of the same; We, of Our certain knowledge, full power, 
and authority royal, have made and issued this present edict, viz. 

‘ Whereas it is well known to all the world, that the first German 
settlements made in the island of Britain, were by colonies of people, 
subjects to Our renowned ducal ancestors, and drawn from their domi- 
nions, under the conduct of Hengist, Horsa, Hella, Uffa, Cerdicus, Ida, 
and others: And that the said colonies have florished under the 
protection of Our august house, for ages past; have never been eman- 
cipated therefrom; and yet have hitherto yielded little profit to the 
same: And whereas We Ourself have in the last war fought for and 
defended the said colonies, against the power of France, and thereby 
enabled them to make conquests from the said power in America; for 
which We have not yet received adequate compensation: And whereas 
it is Just and expedient that a revenue should be raised from the said 
colonies in Britain, towards Our indemnification; and that those who 
are descendants of Our ancient subjects, and thence still owe Us due 
obedience, should contribute to the replenishing of our royal coffers; 
(as they must have done, had their ancestors remained in the territo» 
ries now to Us appertaining:) We do therefore hereby ordain and 
command, That, from and after the date of these presents, there shall 
be levied, and paid to Our officers of the customs, on all goods, wares, 
and merchandises, and on all grain and other produce of the earth, 
exported from the said island of Britain, and on all goods of whatever 
kind imported into the same; a duty of four and a half per cent. ad 
valorem, for the use of Us and Our successors. And that the said 
duty may more effectually be collected, We do hereby ordain, that all 
ships or vessels bound from Great Britain to any other part of the 
world, or from any other part of the world to Great Britain, shall in 
their respective voyages touch at Our port of Koningsberg, there to be 
unladen, searched, and charged with the said duties. 

‘ And whereas there hath been from time to time discovered in the 
said island of Great Britain, by Our colonists there, many mines or 
beds of iron-stone; and sundry subjects of Our ancient dominion, skil- 
ful in converting the said stone into metal, have in time past trans- 
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ported themselves thither, carrying with them and communicating 
that art; and the inhabitants of the said island, presuming that they 
had a natural right to make the best use they could of the natural 
productions of their country, for their own benefit, have not only built 
furnaces for smelting the said stone into iron, but have erected plat- 
ing-forges, slitting-mills, and steel-furnaces, for the more convenient 
manufacturing of the same; thereby endangering a diminution of the 
said manufacture in Our ancient dominion; We do therefore hereby 
farther ordain, That, from and after the date hereof, no mill or other 
engine for slitting or rolling of iron, or any plating-forge to work with 
a tilt-bammer, or any furnace for making steel, shall be erected or 
continued in the said island of Great Britain :. And the Lord Lieute- 
nant of every county in the said island is hereby commanded, on in- 
formation of any such erection within, his county, to order, and by 
force to cause the same to be abated and destroyed; as he shall an- 
swer the neglect thereof to Us.at his peril. But We are nevertheless 
graciously pleased to permit the inhabitants of the said island to trans- 
port their iron into Prussia, there to be manufactured, and to them 
returned; they paying Our Prussian subjects for the workmanship, 
with all the costs of commission, freight and. risk, coming and re- 
turning; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing... rere 5 ) 
We do not, however, think fit to extend this Our indulgence to the 
article of wool; but meaning to encourage not only the manufacturing 
of woollen cloth, but also the raising of wool, in Our ancient dominions; 
and to prevent both, as. much as may be, in Our said island, We do 
hereby absolutely forbid the transportation of wool thence even to the 
mother-country, Prussia:—And. that those islanders may be farther 
and more effectually restrained in. making any advantage of their own 
wool, in the way of manufacture, We command that none shall be 
carried out, of one county into another; nor shall any worsted, bay, - 
or woollen-yarn, cloth, says, bays, \kerseys, serges, frizes, druggets, 
cloth-serges, shalloons, er any other drapery stuffs, or woollen manu- 
factures whatsoever, made up or mixed with wool in any of the said 
counties, be carried. into any other. county, or be water-borne even 
across. the smallest river or creek; on penalty of forfeiture of the same, 
-together with the boats, carriages, horses, &c. that.shall be employed 
-in removing ‘them. Nevertheless, Our loving ‘subjects there are 
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hereby permitted (if they think proper) to ‘use all their’ woe! as mae 
nure, for the improvement of their lands. ~ z 

‘ And whereas the art and mystery of making hats hath arrived at 
great perfection in Prassia; and the making of hats by Our remoter 
subjects ought to be as much as possible restrained: And forasmuch 
as the islanders before mentioned, being’ in possession of weol, beaver, 
and other furs, have presumptuously conceived they had a right to 
make some advantage thereof, by manufacturing the same into hats, 
to the prejudice of Our domestic manufacture:—We do therefore 
hereby strictly command and ordain, that no, hats or felts whatsoever, 
dyed or undyed, finished or unfinished, ‘shall be loaden or put into or 
upon any vessel, cart, carriage or horse; to be transported or convey-= 
ed out of one county in the, said island into another county, or to any 
other place whatsoever, by any person or persons whatsoever; on pain 
of forfeiting the same, with a penalty:of five hundred pounds sterling 
for every offence.’ Nor shall any hat-maker, in any of the said coun- 
ties, employ more than two apprentices, on penalty of! five pounds 
sterling per month: We intending hereby that such hat-makers, being 
so restrained, both in the production and sale of their commodity, may 
find no advantage in continuing their business. But, lest the said 

islanders should suffér inconveniency by the want of hats, We are far- 
ther graciously pleased to permit them to send their beaver furs to 
Prussia; and We also permit hats made thereof to be exported from 
Prussia to Britain; the people thus favored to pay all costs and charges 
of manufacturing interest, commission to Our merchants, insurance 
and freight going and returning ; as in the case of iron. 

‘And lastly, being willing farther to favor our said: colonies in Bri- 
tain, We do hereby also ordain and command, that all the thieves, 
highway and street robbers, housebreakers, forgerers,. murderers, 
s—d —tes, and villains of every denomination, who have forfeited their 
lives to the law in Prussia; but whom We, in our great clemency, do 
not think fit here to hang; shall be emptied out of Our gaols into, the 
said island of Great Britain, for the better peopling of that country. 

‘We flatter ourselves that these Our royal regulations and com- 
mands will be thought just and reasonable by Our much-favored colo- 
nists in England; the said regulations being copied tronmtheir statutes 
of 10 and 11 Will. IJ. c. 10.—5 Geo. II.) c. 22.—23 Geo. IL. c. 29.— 
4 Geo. I. c.11. and from other equitable laws made by their parlia~ 
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ments; or from instructions given by their princes, or from resolutions 
of both houses, entered into for the good government of their own co- 
lonies in Ireland and America. 

© And all persons in the said island are hereby cautioned not to é- 
pose in any wise the execution of this Our edict, or any part thereof, 
such opposition being high-treason; of which all who are suspected 
shall be transported in fetters from Britain to Prussia, there to be tried 
and executed according to the Prussian law.. 


‘ Such is Our pleasure. 


‘Given at Potsdam, this twenty-fifth day of the month of August, One 
: thousand seven hundred and seventy-three, and in the thirty-third 
year of Our reign. : Pe) the King, in his council, 
, : RECHTMA SSIG, Sec.’ 


Some “a this edict to be itt one of the sive S jeux d’esprit ; 
others suppose it serious, and that he means a quarrel with England; 
but all here think the assertion it concludes with ‘ that these regula- 
tions are copied from acts of the English parliament respecting their | 
colonies,’ a very injurious one; it being impossible to believe, that a 
people distinguished for their love of liberty; a nation so wise, so 
liberal in its sentiments, so just and equitable towards its neighbors; 
should, from mean and injudicious views of petty immediate profit, 
treat its own children ina manner so arbitrary and tyrannical. 


\: oe 


Fo GovERNOR FRANKLIN. 


The right of the British parliament to make laws for Ame- 

rica denied—Lord Mansfield’s opinion of the pretended 
Prussian edict—The reading of it at Lord le Despencer’s 
by Paul Whitehead, 


| Dear .s iafheieeegar London, Oct. 6, 1773. 
is _ 1 wrote to you on the Ist of last month, since 
which I have received yours of July 29, from New York. 
I know not what letters of mine governor Hutchinson could 
mean, as advising the people to insist on their independency. 
But whatever they were, | suppose he has sent copies of them 
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hither, having heard some whisperings about them. I shall, 
however, be able at any time to justify every thing I have 
written; the purport being uniformly this, that they should 
carefully avoid all tumults and every violet measure, and con- 
tent: themselves with verbally keeping up ‘their claims, and 
holding forth their rights whenever occasion requires; secure, 
that from the growing importance of America, those claims 
will ere long be attended to and acknowledged. From a long 
and thorough consideration of the subject, Lam indeed of 
opinion that the parliament has no right to make any law 
whatever binding on’ the colonies. That the king, and not 
the king, lords and commons collectively, is their sovereign; — 
and that the king, with their respective parliaments, is their 
only legislator. I know your sentiments differ from mine on 
these subjects. | You are a thorough government man, which 
I do not wonder‘at, nor do I aim at converting you. I only 
wish you to act uprightly and steadily, avoiding that duplicity 
which in Hutchinson adds contempt to indignation. IF you 
ean promote the prosperity of your people, and leave them 
happier than you found them, whatever your political princi- 
plies are, your memory will be honored. 

I have written two pieces here lately for the public adver- 
tiser, on American affairs, designed to expose the conduct of 
this country towards the colonies, in a short, comprehensive, 
and striking view, and’stated therefore in otit-of-the-way forms, 
as most likely to take the general attention. The first was 
called rules by which a great empire may be reduced to a 
small one;* the second, an edict of the king of Prussia. 
I sent you one of the first, but could not get enough of the 
second to spare you one, though my clerk went the next 
morning to the printer’s and wherever they were sold. They 


* See Writines, Part tr. 
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were all gone but two. In my own mind I preferred the first 
as-a composition, for) the quantity, and variety of the matter 
contained, sand.a kind of. spirited. ending, of, each paragraph. 
But Lind that others! here generally prefer the' second. [am 
not suspected as; the author except by,one or two friends ; and 
have heard the. latter spoken, of in the highest terms as the 
keenest and: severest piéce that has appeared here a long time. 
Lord, Mansfield [: hear said.of it, that it-as very aBLE and 
gery, ARTFUL indeed; and would do mischief by giving here 
a bad impression :of the measures of government, and in the 
colonies by encouraging’ them in their, contumacy. © It is re- 
printed iu the Chronicle, where you wall, see it, but stripped 
of all the capitalling, and italicking, that intimate the allusions 
and. mark. the emphasis of written. discourses, to bring them 
as near as _ possible to. those, spoken; printing such a piece 
all in one. even small character, seems. to me like repeating 
one of Whitfield’s sermons in the monotony, of a school-boy. 
What made it the. more. noticed here was, that people im 
reading it, were, as the phrase is, taken, in, till they, had got 
half through it, and. imagined.it a real, edict ; to which, mis- 
take I suppose the king of Prussia’s, character. must, have 
contributed, I was down at. Lord. Je Despencer’s when ‘the 
post brought that day’s papers... Mr. Whitehead ‘was, there 
too (Paul. Whitehead, the author of Manners) who runs-early 
through all_the papers, and tells the company, what he finds 
remarkable. He had them, in another room, and we were 
chatting in the breakfast parlor, when he came, running, into 
us, out of breath, with the. paper in his hand., Here!) said 
he, here’s news for ye! Here’s the king of Prussia claiming 
a right to this kingdom! . All stared, and 1 as. much as.any 
body ; and he went on to,read it. When he had read two.or 
three paragraphs, a gentleman. present. said,. damn his.impu- 
dence! I dare say we shall hear by next post that he is upon 
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his march with 100,000 men to back this. Whitehead, who 
is very shrewd, soon after began to smoke it, and: looking in 
my face said, I'll be hanged if this is not. some of your Ame- 
rican jokes uponius. The reading went on and ended with 
abundance of laughing, and a general verdict that it. was a fair 
hit. And the piece was cut out of thes ‘paper and preserved 
in my lord’s collection. | 7 

I don’t'wonder that Hutchinson should be dejected. It 
must be an uncomfortable:thing.to live ainong people who he 
is conscious ‘universally detest him. © Yet I fancy he will not 
have leave to come home, both because they know not well 
what to do with him, and because they do not very well like 
his conduct. 1 am ever your affectionate father, 


3B. FRANKLIN. 
To THE Wen Tuomas CusHING, Esg. 


Proposed accommodation with Great Britain—Petition for 
removing the governors. 
Sit, Seti ks . London, Nov. 1, 1775. 
I duly’ received your favor of 26th August, with 
the letter enclosed for Lord Dartmouth, which I immediately 
sent to him. As soon as he comes to town I shall wait upon 
his lordship and discourse with him upon the subject of it; 
and I shall: immediately write to you what I can collect from 
the conversation. , 
~ In my’ own opinion the letter of the two houses of the 29th 
June, proposing as a satisfactory measure the restoring things 
to the state in which they were at’ the conclusion of the late 
war, is a fair and generous offer on our part, and my discourse 
here ‘is, that it is more than Britain has a right to expect from 
us; and that if she has any wisdom left she will embrace it, 
and agree with us immediately; for that the longer she delays 
the accommodation which finally she must for her own sake 
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obtain, the worse terms she may expect, since the inequality 
of power and importance that at present subsists between us 
is daily diminishing, and our sense of our, own rights and of 
her injustice contmually increasing. I am the: more encou- 
raged to hold such language, by perceiving that the general 
sense of the nation is for us; a conviction prevailing that.we 
have been ill used, and that a breach with us would be ruinous 
to this: country.. The pieces I wrote to increase and strengthen 
those sentiments were more read, and talked of, and attended 
to than usual. “The first, as you will see by the enclosed, has 
been called for, and reprinted in the same paper, besides be- 
ing copied in others, and in the magazines. : A long labored 
answer has been made to it, (by governor Bernard it 4s said) 
which I send you. 1 am told it does not satisfy those in whose 
justification it was written, and that a better is preparing. 
I think with you that great difficulties must attend an attempt 
to make a new representation of our grievances, in which the 
point of right should be kept out of sight, especially as the 
concurrence of so many colonies seems now necessary. And 
therefore it would certainly, be best and wisest for parliament 
(which. does not meet till after the middle of January) to make 
up the matter themselves, and at once reduce things to. the 
state desired. ‘There are not wanting some here who believe 
this will really be the case; for, that a new election being now 
in view, the present members are likely to consider the com- 
posing ‘all differences with America, asa measure agreeable 
to the trading and manufacturing part of the nation; and that 
the’ neglecting it may be made use of by their, opponents to 
their disadvantage. | 

I have as, yet received no answer roto) the petition rua remoy- 
Ing the governors. I imagine that it will hardly be complied 
with, as it would embarrass government to provide for them 
otherwise ; and it will be thought hard to neglect men who 
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have exposéd themselves by adhering to what is here called | 
the interest and rights of this country. But this | only con- 
jecture, as { have heard nothing certain about it. Indeed 1 
should think continuing them in their places would be rather 
a punishment than a favor. For what comfort can men have 
in living among a people with whom they are the object of 
universal odium ? 

Tshall continue here one winter longer, and use my best 
endeavors as long as I stay for thé service of our country. 
- With great esteem, I have the honor to be, sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, — B. FRANKLIN, 


.To Joszru Gattoway, Eso. PHILADELPHIA, 
Supposed disposition to compose the differences with America. 


SIR, Th London, Nov. 3, 1773. 

' ‘There is at present great quietness here, and no 
prospect that the war between the Turks and Russians will 
spread further in Europe. The last harvest is allowed to 
have been generally plentiful in this country; and yet such 
- was the preceding scantiness of crops, that it is thought there 
is no corn to spare for exportation, which continues the ad- 
vantages to our corn provinces. 

The parliament is not to meet til after the middle of Ja- 
nuary. It is said there 1s a disposition to compose all differ- 
ences with America before the next general election, as the 
trading and manufacturing part of the nation are generally 
our well-wishers, think we have been hardly used, and appre- 
hend ill consequences from a continuance of the measures 
that we complain of: and that if those measures are not 
changed, an American interest may be spirited up at the elec- 
tion against the present members who are in, or friends to, 
administration. Our steady refusal to take tea from hence 
for several years past has made its impressions, ‘The scheme 

VOL. I. rs 2B 
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for supplying us without repealing the act, by a temporary 
licence from the treasury to export tea to America free of duty, 
you are before this time acquainted with. I much want to 
hear how that tea is received. If it is rejected the act will 
undoubtedly be repealed : otherwise I suppose it will be con- 
tinued; and when we have got into the use of the company’s 
tea, and the foreign correspondences that supply us at pre- 
sent are broken off, the licences will be discontinued, and the 
act enforced. | | | 
I apprehend the better understanding that lately subsisted 
in our provincial administration will hardly be continued with 
the new governor; but you will soon see. I wish for the full 
letter you promise me by the next packet, which is now daily 
expected. With unalterable esteem and attachment, I am 
ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To GoveRNoR FRANKLIN. 


Dear Son, London, Nov. 3, 1773. 

I wrote you pretty fully by the last packet, and hav- 
ing had ‘no line from you of later date than the beginning of 
August, and little stirring here lately, I have now little to write. 

In that letter’ [ mentioned my having written two papers, 
_ of which I preferred the first, but the public the last. It 
seems I was mistaken in judging of the public opinion; for 
the first” was reprinted some weeks after in the same paper, 
the printer giving for reason that he did it in compliance with 
the earnest request of many private persons, and some re- 
spectable societies ; which is the more extraordinary, as it had 
been copied in several other papers, and in the Gentleman’s 


* October 6, 1773. 
* Rules for reducing a great empire to a small one. 
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‘Magazine. Such papers may seem to have a tendency to 
increase our divisions, but I intend a contrary effect, and hope 
by comprising in little room, and setting in a strong light the 
grievances of the colonies, more attention will be paid to them 
by our administration, and that when their unreasonableness 
is generally seen, some of them will be removed, to the re- 
storation of harmony between us. B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe Hon. Tuomas Cusuine, Ese. 


Petition for the removal of the governors of Massachusetts, 
presented by Lord Dartmouth—Duel between Mr, Tem- 
ple and Mr. Whately on account of Hutchinson’s letters. 
SiR, London, Jan. 5, 1774. 

_ [received the honor of yours dated October 28, 
with the journals of the house, and Mr. 'Turner’s election 
sermon. | 

I waited on Lord Dartmouth on his return to town, and 
learnt that he had presented to his majesty our petition for 
the removal of the governors. No subsequent step had yet 
been taken upon it: but his lordship said, the king would 
probably refer the consideration of it toa committee of coun- 
cil, and that I should have notice to be heard in support of it. 
By the turn of his conversation, though he was not explicit, . 
I apprehend the petition is not likely to be complied with: 
but we shall see. His lordship expressed, as usual, much 
concern at the differences subsisting, and wished they could 
be accommodated. Perhaps his good wishes are all that is 
in his power. | 

The famous letters’ having unfortunately engaged Mr. 
‘Temple and Mr. Whately in a duel, which being interrupted 


s 


* Governor Hutchinsen’s. 
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would probably be’ renewed, 1 thought it incumbent on me 
to prevent, as far as I could, any farther mischief, by declar- 
ing publicly the part 1 had in the affair of those letters, and 
thereby, at the same time, to rescue Mr. 'Temple’s character 
from an undeserved and groundless imputation, that bore hard 
upon his ‘honor, viz. that of taking the lettersfrom Mr. Whately, 
and in breach of confidence. I did this with the more plea~ 
sure, as I believe him a sincere friend to our country. Iam 
told by some that it was imprudent in me to avow the obtain- 
ing and sending those letters, for that admiistration will re- 
sent it. I have not much apprehension of this, but if it hap- 
pens [ must take the consequences. I only hope it will not 
affect any friend on your side the water, for | have never men- 
tioned. fo: whom they were transmitted.? 

A letter of mine to you, printed in one of the Boston pa- 
pers, has lately been reprinted here, to show, as the publisher 
expresses it, that I am “ one of the most determined enemies 
of the welfare and prosperity of Great Britam.” In the opi- 
nion of some, every one who wishes the good of the whole 

empire may nevertheless be an enemy to the welfare of Great 

_ Britain, if he does not wish its good exclusively of every other 
part, and to see its welfare built on their servitude and wretch- | 
edness. Such an enemy I certainly am. But methinks ’tis 
wrong to print letters of mine at Boston which give occasion 
to these reflections. | 

I shall continue to do all I possibly can this winter towards 
an accommodation of our differences; but my hopes are 
small. Divine providence first infatuates the power it designs 
to ruin. 


* See Dr. Franklin’s account of the whole of the transactions inci- 
dent to these letters, in the Memoirs of his Life, Parvin. ~~ : 
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» Withthe greatest esteem»and respect, I have the honor to 
be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


‘To GovERNoR FRANKLIN. : 


Insinuations respecting Mr. Galloway—Dr. Franklin’s pro- 
, posed return to America—Mr, Temple’s duel. 


“Dear Son, London, Jan. 5, 1774. 
~ T received yours of October 29 and November 2. 
Your December packet is not yet arrived. 

No insinuations of the kind you mention, concerning Mr, 
G y have reached me, and if they had, it would have been 
without the least effect, as I have always had the strongest 
reliance on the steadiness of his friendship, and on the best 
grounds, the knowledge I have of his integrity, and the often 
repeated disinterested services he has rendered me. My re- 
turn will interfere with nobody’s interest or influence m public 
affairs, as my intention is to decline all mterest in them, and 
every active part, except where it can serve a friend, and to 
content myself with communicating the knowledge of them 
my situation may have furnished me with, and be content with 
giving my advice for the public benefit, where it may be 
asked, or where I shall think it may be attended to: for being 
now about entering my sixty-ninth year, and having lived so 
great a part of my life to the public, it seems but fair that 
I should be allowed to live the small remainder to myself and 
to my friends. 

If the honorable office you mention will be agreeable to 
him, I heartily wish it him. I only hope that, if offered to 
him, he will insist on its being not during pleasure, but guam- 
diu se bene gesserit. 
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Our friend Temple, as you will see by the papers, has 
been engaged in a duel about an affair in which he had no 
concern. As the combat was interrupted, and understood to 
be unfinished, | thought it incumbent on me to do what I 
could for preventing farther mischief, and so declared my 
having transmitted the letters in question. This has drawn 
some censure upon myself; but as I grow old, I grow less 
concerned about censure when I am satisfied that I act rightly, 
and I have the pleasure of having exculpated a friend who lay 
undeservedly under an imputation much to his dishonor. 

I am now seriously preparing for my departure to America. 
I purpose sending my luggage, books, instruments, &c. by 
All, or Falconer, and take my passage to New York 1m one 
of the sprmg or summer packets, partly for settling some, bu- 
siness with the Post-office there; and partly. that L may see 
you on my way to Philadelphia, and learn thereby more.per- 
fectly the state of affairs. Your affectionate father, 

Pe! B. FRANKLIN. 


1 


To THE Printer of THE PuBLIC ADVERTISER. © 
On the rise and progress of the differences between Great 
Britain and her American colonies. 

SIR, | | nN Py 
The enclosed paper was written just before Lord | 
Hillsborough quitted the American department. An expec- 
tation then prevailing, from the good character of the noble 
lord who succeeded him, that the grievances of the colonies 
would, under his administration, be redressed, it was laid 
aside; but as not a single measure of his predecessor has, 
since NE even attempted to be changed, and on the contrary 
new ones have been continually added further to exasperate, 
render them desperate, and drive them, if possible, into open 
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rebellion, it may not be amiss now to give it the public, 
as it shows in detail the rise and progress of those differences 
which are about to break the empire in pieces. Iam, sir, 


yours, &c. AsPs 


Sir, 

It is a bad temper of mind that takes a delight in 
opposition, and is ever ready to censure ministry in the gross, 
without. discrimination. Charity should be willing to believe 
that we never had an administration so bad, but there might 
be some good and some wise men in it; and that even such 
is our case at present. The scripture saith, By their works 
shall ye know them. By their conduct, then, in their respec- 
tive departments, and not by their company or their party 
connexions should they be distinctly and separately judged. 

One. of the most serious. affairs to this nation, that has of 
late required the attention of government, is our misunder- 
standing with the colonies. ‘They are in the department of 
Lord Hillsborough, and from a prevailing opinion of his 
abilities, have been left by the other ministers very much to 
his management. If then our American business has been 
conducted with prudence, to him chiefly will be due the 
reputation of it. 

Soon after the late war, it became an object with the 
ministers of this country to draw a revenue from America. 
The first attempt was by a stamp act. It soon appeared 
that this step had not been well considered ; that the rights, 
the ability, the opinions and temper of that great people had 
not been sufficiently attended to, They complained that the 
tax was unecessary, because their assemblies had ever been 
ready to make voluntary grants to the crown in proportion to 
their abilities, when duly required so to do; and unjust, 
because they had no representative in the British Parliament, 
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but had parliaments of their own, wherein their consent was 
given as it ought to be, in grants of their own money. I do 
not mean to.enter into this question. ‘The parliament repealed 
the acts as inexpedient, but in another act asserteda right of 
taxing America; and in the following year laid duties on the 
manufactures of this country exported thither. On the re- 
peal of the stamp act, the Americans had returned to their 
wonted good humor and commerce with Britain; but this 
new act for laying duties. renewed their uneasiness.’ «They 
were long since forbidden by the navigation act to: purchase 
manufactures from Britain, or make the same themselves. | 
In this situation were affairs when my Lord H. entered on 
the American administration. Much was expected from his 
supposed abilities, application, and knowledge of business in 
that department. The newspapers were filled with his pane- 
gyrics, and expectations raised perhaps inconveniently.” > 
The Americans. determined ‘to™petition ‘their sovereign, 
praying his gracious interposition in their favor with his par- 
liament, that the imposition of these duties, which they con- 
sidered as an infringement of their rights, might be repealed. 
‘The assembly of the Massachusetts Bay had voted that it 
should be proposed to the other colonies to concur in that 
measure. ‘This, for what reason I do not easily conceive, 
gave great offence to his lordship ; and one of his first steps 
was to prevent these concurring petitions. To this end, he 
sent a mandate to that assembly (the parliament of that 
country) requiring them to RESCIND that vote, and desist 
from the measure, threatening them with dissolution in case 
of disobedience. ‘The governor communicated to them the 
instructions he received to that purpose. They refused to 
obey, and were dissolved! Similar orders were sent at the 
same time to'the governors of the other colonies, to dissolve 
their respective parliaments if they presumed to accede to 
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the Boston proposition of petitioning his majesty, and several 
of them were accordingly dissolved. 1 Sita 

Bad ministers have ever been averse to the right objects 

claim of petitioning and. remonstrating to their sovereign : 
for through that ‘channel the prince may be apprised of the 
mal-administration of ‘his servants ; they may sometimes be 
thereby brought into danger, at least such petitions afford a 
handle’ to: their adversaries whereby to give them trouble, 
‘But as the measure to be complained of was not his lord- 
ship’s, it is *rather' extraordinary that he should thus set his 
face against the intended complaints. In his angry letters to 
America, he»'calléd: the proposal of «these petitions: “a 
measure of most dangerous and facteous tendency, calculated 
to inflame the minds of his majesty’s subjects in the colo- 
nies, to promote an unwarraniable combination, and to 
excite and encourage an open opposition to, and denial of the 
authority of the parliament, and, to subvert the true spirit 
of the constitution ;” and directed the governors immediately 
on the receipt of these orders, to exert their utmost influence 
to defeat this FLAGITIOUs attempt. 

Without entering into the particular motives to this piece 
of his lordship’s conduct, let. us consider a little the wisdom 
of it. When subjects conceive themselves oppressed or 
injured, Jaying their complaints before the sovereign or the 
governing powers, is a kind of vent to griefs that gives some 
ease to their minds ; the receiving with at least an appear- 
ance of regard their petitions, and taking them into consider- 
ation, gives present hope, and affords time for the cooling of 
resentment; so that even the refusal, when decently expressed 
and accompanied with reasons, is made less unpleasant by the 
manner, is half approved, and the rest’ submitted to with 
patience. But when this vent to popular discontents: is 
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denied, and the subjects are thereby driven to desperation, 
infinite mischiefs follow... Many princes have lost part, and 
some the whole of their dominions, and some their lives by 
this very conduct of their servants. ‘The secretary for Ameri- 
ca, therefore, seems.in this, mstance mot to have judged 
rightly for the service of his excellent master. 

But supposing the measure of discouraging and beable 
petitions a right one, were: the means: of effecting this end 
judiciously chosen?, I-mean, the threatening with dissolution 
and: the actual dissolving of the American parliaments. His 
lordship probably took up the idea from what he knows of 
the state of things in England and Ireland, where, to be re- 
chosem upon a dissolution, often gives a candidate great 
trouble, and sometimes costs hima great.deal.of money. A 
dissolution. may .therefore. be both fine: and. punishment, to 
the members, if they desire tobe again returned. But in 
most of: the colonies there is no such thing. as\ standing cany 
didate: for election: ‘There is neither treating nor bribing. 
No man‘ even: expresses the least inclination to be chosen. 
Instead of humble advertisements intreating votes and imter- 
est, you see before every new election, requests of former 
members, acknowledging the honor done 'them by preceding 
elections; but setting forth their long service and attendance 
ot the public busmess in that station, and praying that in 
consideration thereof, some other person may be chosen in 
their room. | Where this is the case, where the same repre- 
sexitatives may be and generally are, after a dissolution, 
chosen, without asking a vote or giving even a glass of eyder 
to an elector, is it likely that such a threat could contribute 
in the’ least to answer the end proposed'?, The experience of 
former governors might have instructed, his Jordship that this 
was a vain expedient, Several of them, misled by their 
English ideas, had tried this practice to make assemblies 
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submissive to their measures, but never with success, By 
the influence of lis. power im. granting offices, a governor 
naturally has. a number of friends 1m an assembly ; » these, if 
suffered to continue, though, a minority, might frequently. 
serve his purposes, by’ promoting what he wishes, or ob- 
structing what he dislikes. But if, to punish the majority, 
he in a pet dissolves the: house, and orders a new election; he 
Is sure not to:see a single friend:in the new assembly. The 
people are put mto-amall-humor by the trouble. given them, 
they resent the dissolution as ani affront, and leave out every. 
man suspected of having ‘the least regard for the governor. 
This was the very effect of my lord’s dissolutions in America, 
and the new assemblies: were all found more untractable then 
the old ones. | 

But soins the. itavenibcgpnn of this measure, was it con- 
stitutional? The crown has doubtless the prerogative of dis- 
solving parliaments, a prerogative lodged in its hands for the 
public good, which may in various instances require the use 
of it. But should a kmg of Great Britam demand of his 
parliament the rescision of any vote they had passed, or 
forbid them to» petition the throne, on pain of dissolution, 
and actually dissolve them accordingly, [ humbly conceive 
the minister who advised it would run some hazard of cen- 
sure at least, for thus using the prerogative to the violation of 
common right, and breach of the constitution. ‘The Amen- 
can assembly have no means of impeaching such a minister ; 
but there is an: assembly, the parliament of England, ‘that 
have that power, and in a former instance exercised it well, 
by impeaching a great. man (Lord: Clarendon) ‘for having 
(though in one instance only) endeavored to introduce arbi- 
trary government into the colonies. 

The effect this operation of the American secretary al 
in America, was net a prevention of; those petitions as he 
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intended, but a despair in the people: of any success frony 
them, since they could not pass’ tocthe*throne but through 
the hands of one who showed himself “so’extremely averse to 
the existence of ‘them. Thence arose the'design of interest- 
ing the British merchants’and manufacturers in‘ the event of 
their: petitions, ‘by agreements‘ notto'-import “goods from 
Great Britain till their grievances were redressed.. Universal: 
resentment occasioned these agreements ‘to be more generally 
entered into, and the sendmg troops to Boston, who. daily 
insulted the assembly * and. townsmen,: instead: of terrifying 
into’a compliance with his measures, served only:to exasper- 
ate. and sour the minds of people ‘throughout the continent, 
make-frugality fashionable;when the consumption of British 
goods was the question, and determine the inhabitants to. 
exert every nerve in establishing manufactures among them- 
selves. i) eaottduab pry 4 le 

‘Boston having grievously offended his lordship, by the re- 
fractory spirit they had shown in re-choosing those representa- 
tives, whom he esteemed the leaders of the opposition there, 
he resolved to: punish that town by removing the assembly 
from thence to Cambridge,a country-place about four miles 
distant.» Here too his lordship’s English and Irish ideas 
seem to have misled him: Removing. a parliament from 
London to Dublin, where so many of the: inhabitants are 
supported. by the expense of such a number of wealthy lords 
and commoners, and have a dependance on that support, may 
be a considerable prejudice to a city deprived of such ad- 
vantage ; but the removal. of the assembly, consisting: of 
frugal ‘honest farmers, from Boston, could only affect the 


* They mounted a numerous guard daily round the parliament 
house,-with drums beating‘and fifes playing while the members were 
in their debates, and had cannon planted and pointed at the building. 


a 
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interest of a few. poor widows, who keep lodging-houses 
there. Whatever manufactures the members might want, 
were still purchased at Boston. They themselves indeed 
suffered some inconvenience, in being perhaps less commo- 
diously lodged, and being at a distance from the records ; 
but this and the keeping them before so long prorogued, 
when the public affairs required their meeting, could never 
reconcile them to ministerial measures, it could serve only to 
put them more out of humor with Britain and its government 
so wantonly exercised, and to so little purpose. Ignorance 
alone of the,true state of that country, can excuse (if it may 
be excused) these frivolous proceedings. 

To have good ends in view, and to use proper means to 
obtain them, shows the minister to be both good and wise. 
To pursue good ends by improper means, argues him, though 
goed, to be but weak. To pursue bad ends by artful means, 
shows him to be wicked though able. But when his ends 
are bad, and the means he uses improper to obtain these 
ends, what shall we say of such a minister? Every step 
taken for some time past in our treatment of America, the 
suspending their legislative powers, for not making laws by 
direction hence; the countenancing their -adversaries by. 
rewards and pensions, paid out of the revenues extorted from 
them by laws to which they have not given their assent; the 
sending over a set of rash indiscreet commissioners to collect 
that revenue, who, by insolence of behavior, harassing com- 
merce, and perpetually accusing the good people (out of 
whose substance they are supported) to government here, as 
rebels and traitors, have made themselves universally odious 
there, but here are caressed and encouraged ; together with 
the arbitrary dissolution of assemblies, and the quartering 
troops among the people, to menace and insult them ; all 
these steps, if intended to provoke them to rebellion that we 
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might take their lives and confiscate their estates, are proper 
means to obtain a bad:end: but if they are mtended to con- 
ciliate the Americans to our government, restore our commerce - 
with them, and secure the friendship and assistance which 
their growing strength, wealth, and power. may in a. few 
years, render extremely valuable to us, can any thing be con- 
ceived more injudicious, more absurd? His lordship may 
have in general a good understanding ; his friends say he has; 

but in the political part of it there must surely be some 


twist, some extreme obliquity. 
A well-wisher to the king and all lis dominions. 


To tHE PRINTER OF THE PuBLic ADVERTISER. 


Sir, 

Your correspondent Britannicus inveighs violently 
against Dr. Franklin, for his ingratitude to the ministry of this 
nation, who have conferred upon him so many favors. "They 
gave him the post-office of America; they made his son a 
governor; and they offered him a post of five hundred a-year 
in the salt-office, if he would relinquish the interests of his 
country ; but he has had the wickedness to continue true to it, 
and is as much an American as ever. As it is a settled point 
in government here, that every man has his price, it is plain 
they ‘are bunglers in their business, and have not given him 
enough. ‘Their master has as much reason to be angry with 
them, as Rodrigue in the play, with his apothecary, for not 
effectually poisoning Pandolpho, and they must probably 
make use of the apothecary’s justification, viz. 


ScreNE 1v.—RopriGuE and FEL, the Apothecary. 

Rodrigue. You promised to‘have this Pandolpho upon his 
bier'in less than a week ; ’tis' more than a month since, and 
he still walks and stares me in the face. | 
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Fell. 'True;-and yet I have done my best endeavors.’ In 
various ways I have given the miscreant as much poison as 
would have killed an‘elephant. He has swallowed dose after 
dose ;—far from hurting him, he seems the better for it. He 
hath a wonderfully strong constitution. I find I cannot kill 
him but by cutting his throat, and that, as I take it, is not my 
business. | 

Rodrigue. Then it must be mine. 


To THE PRINTER OF THE PuBLIC ADVERTISER. 
SIR, < 
Nothing can equal the present rage of our ministe- 
rial writers against our brethren in America, who have the 
misfortune to be whigs m a reign when whiggism is out of 
fashion, who are besides protestant dissenters and lovers of 
liberty. One may easily see from what quarter comes the 
abuse of those people in the papers; their struggle for their 
rights is called REBELLION, and the people REBELS; while 
those who really rebelled in Scotland (1745) for the expul- 
sion of the present reigning family, and the establishment of 
popery and arbitrary power on the ruins of liberty and pro- 
testantism, who entered England, and marched on as far as 
Derby, to the astonishment of this great city, and shaking the 
public credit of the nation ; have now all their sins forgiven 
on account of their modish principles, and are called not 
rebels, but by the softer appellation of insurgents! ‘These 
angry writers use their utmost efforts to persuade us that this 
war with the colonies (for a war it will be) is a national cause, 
when in fact it is merely a ministerial one. Administration 
wants an American revenue to dissipate in corruption. The 
quarrel is about a paltry three-penny duty on tea. There is 
no real clashing of interests between Britain and America. 
Their commerce is to their mutial advantage, or rather most 
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to the advantage of Britain, which finds a. vast market in 
America for its manufactures; and as good pay, I speak 
from knowledge, as in any country she trades to upon the 
face of the globe. But the fact needs not my testimony— it 
speaks for itself—for if we could elsewhere get better pay and 
better prices, we should not send our goods to America.: 
The gross calumniators of that people, who want us to 
imbrue our hands in brothers’ blood, have the effrontery to 
tell the world that the Americans associated in resclutions 
not to pay us what they owed us unless we repealed the 
stamp act. ‘Thisisan INFAMOUS FALSEHOOD: they know 
it to be such. I call upon the incendiaries who have advanced 
it to produce their proofs. Let them name any two that 
entered into such an association, or any one that made such 
a declaration. Absurdity marks the very face of this lie. 
Every one acquainted with trade knows, that a credited mer- 
* chant daring to be concerned in such an association could 
never expect to be trusted again. His character on the 
exchange of London would be ruined for ever. ‘The great 
credit given them since that time, nay the present debt due 
from them is itself a proof of the confidence we have in their 
probity. Another villaous falsehood advanced against the 
Americans is, that though we have been at such expense in 
protecting them, they refuse to contribute their part to the 
public general expense of the empire. The fact is, that they 
never did refuse a requisition of that kind. A writer who 
calls himself Sagittarius (1 suppose from his flinging about, 
like Solomon’s fool, firebrands, arrows, and death) in the 
Ledger of March 9th, asserts that the “ Experiment has been 
tried, and that they did not think it expedient to return even 
an answer.” How does he prove this? Why, ‘the colony 
agents were told by Mr. Grenville, thata revenue would be 
required from them to defray the expenses of their protection.” 
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Bat was the requisition ever made? Were circular letters 
ever sent by his. majésty’s command from the secrétary of 
state fo the several colony governments, according to the 
established custom, stating the occasion and requiring such 
supplies as were’ suitable to their abilities and loyalty? And 
did: they then refuse not only compliance but an answer? No 
such matter; agents are not the channel through which requi- 
sitions aré miade. If they were told by Mr. Grenville that- 
“‘a’revenue would be required, and yet the colonies made ne- 
offer, no grant, nor laid any tax,” does it follow they would 
not have done it if they had been required? Probably they 
thought it time enough when the requisition should come, and 
in fact it never appeared there to this day. In the last war they 
all gave so liberally, that we thought ourselves bound in honor 
to return them a million. But we are disgusted with their free 
gifts; we want to have something that is obtained by force, like 
a-mad landlord: who’ should refuse the willing payment of his 
full rents, and choose to take less by way of robbery. 

This shameless writer would cajole the people of England: 
with the fancy of their being kings of Anierica, and that their 
honor is at stake by the Americans disputing their govern- 
ment. He thrusts us into the throne ¢heek-by-jole with mia- 
jesty, and would have us talk as‘he writes, of owr subjects in 
America, and our sovereignty over América: forgetting that 
the Americans are subjects of the king, not our subjects, 
but our fellow-subjects ; and that they have parliaments of 
their own, with the right of granting their own mioney by 
their own representatives, which we cannot deprive them of 
but by violence and injustice. | 

Having, by a series of iniquitous and irritating measures, 
provoked a loyal people almost to desperation, we now mag- 
nify every act of an American mob into REBELLION, though 
the government there disapprove it and order prosecution, as’ 

VOL. I. 2c 
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is now the case with regard to the tea destroyed —And we 
talk of nothing but troops and fleets, and force, of blocking, 
up ports, destroying fisheries, abolishing charters, &c. &c. 
Here mobs of English sawyers can burn saw-mills ; mobs of 
English laborers destroy or plunder magazines of corn; mobs. 
of English coal-heayers attack houses with fire-arms ; English 
smugglers can fight regularly the king’s cruising vessels, drive. 
them ashore and burn them, as lately on the coast of Wales, 
and on the coast of Cornwall; but upon these accounts we 
hear no talk of England’s being in rebellion ; no threats of 
taking away its Magna Charta, or repealing its Bill of Rights: 
for we well know that the operations of a mob are often un- ’ 
expected, sudden and soon over, so that the civil power can 
seldom prevent or suppress them, not being able to come in 
before they have dispersed themselves : and therefore it is not 
always accountable for their mischiefs. | 

_. Surely the great commerce of this nation with the Ameri- 
cans is of too much importance to be risked in a quarrel which 
has no foundation but ministerial pique and obstinacy ! 

‘To us m the way of trade comes now, and has long come, 
all the super-lucration arising from their labors. But will 
our reviling them as cheats, hypocrites, scoundrels, traitors, 
cowards, tyrants, &c. &c. according to the present court 
mode in all our. papers, make them more our friends, more 
fond of our merchandise ?. Did ever any tradesman succeed 
who attempted to drub customers into his shop? And will 
honest JoHN Buu the farmer, be long satisfied with ser- 
vants that before his face attempt to kill his plough horses ¢ 

(Signed) A LonpDONER.* 


* This and the preceding papers, addressed tothe Printer of the Pub- 
lic Advertiser, were undoubtedly written by Dr. Franklin, about the 
time of his departure from England ; though’ their precise dates have 
not been ascertained. | ¥ i (ntha kee 
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f To Dr, PRriksTLeEy. 
State of America on Dr. Franklin’s arrival there. 

Dear Frirenp, Philadelphia, May 16, 1775. 

~~ You will have heard before this reaches you, 
of a march stolen by the regulars into the country by night, and 
of their expedition back again. ‘They retreated twenty miles 
in six hours. sec 

“The governor had called the assembly to propose Lord 
North’s pacific plan, but, before the time of their meeting, 
began cutting of throats. You know it was said he carried 
the sword in one hand, and the olive branch in the other ; and 
it seems he chose to give them a taste of the sword first. , 

He is doubling his fortifications at Boston, and hopes to 
secure ‘his troops till succor arrives. ‘The place indeed is 
naturally so ‘defensible, that I think them in no danger. | 

All America is exasperated by his conduct, and more firmly 
united than ever. The breach between the two countries is 
grown wider, and in danger of becoming irreparable. 

I had a passage of six weeks, the weather constantly so 
moderate that a London wherry might have accompanied us 
all the way. I got home in the evening, and the next morn- 
ing was unanimously chosen, by the assembly of ila pa 
a delegate to the congress now sitting. 

Tn coming over, I made a valuable philosophical discovery," 
which I shall communicate to you when I can get a little time. 
At present am extremely hurried. 

Yours most afféctionately, BY FRANKLIN. 


* This is supposed to refer to Experiments made with the Thermo- 
meter on the Waters of the Ocean, in order to ascertain the being more 
or less inthe Gulph Stream—or approaching the Coast.—(See Writs 
ines, Part iv, Papers on Philosophical Subjects.) 
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To Dr. Joseru PrigsTLey, In ENGLAND. 


Conciliation. hopeless from. the conduct of Great Britain to 
America. 


Dear Frienp, Philadelphia, July 7, 1775. 
The congress. met at a time when all minds 
were so. exasperated by the perfidy of General Gage, and his 
attack on the country people, that propositions for attempting 
an accommodation were not much relished; and it has been 
with difficulty that we have carried another humble petition 
to the crown, to give Britain one more chance, one opportu- 
nity more of recovering the friendship of the colonies ; which 
however I think. she has not sense enough to embrace, and se 

I conclude she has lost. them. for ever. ) 

She has begun. to: burn our sea-port towns ; secure, I sup- 
pose, we. shall never be able.to return the outrage im kind. 
She may doubtless destroy them all; but if she wishes to 
recover our commerce, are these the probable means? She 
must certainly be distracted ;. for no tradesman out of Bedlam 
ever thought. of increasing the number of his customers by 
knocking them on.the head; or of enabling them to pay their 
debts by burning their eka 

If she wishes to: have us. subjects, and that we should sub- 
mit to her as our compound sovereign, she. is now giving us 
such. miserable specimens: of her government, that we shall 
ever detest and avoidiit, as.a complication of robbery, murder, 
famine, fire, and pestilence. 

You will have heard, before. this reaches you,. of the trea- 
cherous conduct of General Gage to the remaining people in 
Boston, in detaining their goods, after stipulating to let them 
go out with their effects, on, pretence that merchants’ goods 
were not effects; the defeat of a great body of his troops. by 
the country people at Lexington; some other small advan- 
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tages gained in. skirmishes with their troops ; and the action 
at Bunker’s Hill, in which they were twice repulsed, and the 
third time gained a dear victory. Enough has happened, one 
would think, to convince your ministers, that the Americans 
will fight, and that this is a harder nut to crack than they 
imagined. ) 

We have not yet applied to any foreign power for assistance, 
nor offered our commerce for their friendship. Perhaps we 
never may: yet it is natural to think of it, if we are pressed. 

We have now an army on the establishment, which still 
holds yours besieged. 

My time was never more fully elaalocal In the morning 
at six, [ am at the committee of safety, appointed by the 
assembly to put the province in a state of defence; which 
committee holds till near nine, when I am at the congress, 
and that sits till after four in the afternoon. Both these bodies 
proceed with the greatest unanimity, and their meetings are 
well attended. It will scarce be credited in Britain, that men 
can be as diligent with us from zeal for the public good, as 
with you for thousands per annum. Such is the difference 
between uncorrupted new states, and corrupted old ones, 

Great frugality and great industry are now become fashion- 
able here: gentlemen, who used to entertain with two or 
three courses, pride themselves now in treating with simple 
beef and pudding. By these means, and the stoppage of our 
consumptive trade with Britain, we shall be better able to 
pay our voluntary taxes for the support of our troops. Our 
savings in the article of trade amount to near five million ster- 
ling per annum. = 

I shall communicate your letter to Mr. Winthorp; but the 
camp Is at Cambridge, and he has as little leisure for philo- 
sophy as myself. 

Believe me ever, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Dr. Josern Priestiey. 

Account of the first campaign made by the British forces in 
| America. 
Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Oct. 3, 1775. 

I am to set out to-morrow for the camp," and 
having but just heard of this opportunity, can only write a 
line to say that [ am well and hearty. ‘Tell our dear good 
friend, Dr. Price, who sometimes has his doubts and despon- 
dencies about our firmness, that America is determined and 
unanimous ; a very few tories and placemen excepted, who 
will probably soon export themselves, Britain, at the expense 
_ of three millions, has killed one hundred and fifty Yankees 
this campaign ; which is 20,000), a-head ; and at Bunker’s 
Hill she gained a mile of ground, half of which she lost again 
by our taking post on Ploughed Hill. During the same time 
sixty thousand children have been born in America. From 
these data his mathematical head will easily calculate the time 
and expense necessary to kill us all, and conquer our whole 
territory. My sincere respects to * *, and to the club of 
honest whigs at * *. Adieu. I am ever yours most affec- 
tionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


a 


* Dr. Franklin, Colonel Harrison, and Mr. Lynch, were at this time 
appointed by congress (of which they were members). to confer on 
certain subjects with General Washington. The American army was 
then employed in blocking up General Howe in Boston ; and it was 
during this visit, that General Washington communicated the follow- 
ing memorable anecdote to Dr. Franklin; viz. “ that there had been 
a time, when his army had been so destitute of military stores, as not 
to have powder enough in all its magazines, to furnish more than 
Jive rounds per man for their small arms.” Artillery were out of the 
- question; they were fired now and then only to show that they had 
them. Yet this secret was kept with so much address and good coun- 
tenance from both armies, that General Washington was enabled effec- 
tually to continue the blockade. 
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To Daviv Harttey, Esa. 
Situation S affairs between Great Britain and America. 


DEAR Sr, ' Philadelphia, Oct. 3, 1775. 


I wish as ardently as you can do for peace, and 
should rejoice exceedingly im co-operating with you to that 
end. But every ship from Britain brings some intelligence — 
of new measures that tend more and more to exasperate, and 
it seems to me that, until you have found by dear experience 
the reducing us by force impracticable, you will think of 
nothing fair and reasonable. 

We have as yet resolved only on defensive measures. If 
you would recal your forces and stay at home, we should 
meditate nothing to injure you. A little time so given for 
coolmg on both sides, would have excellent effects. But 
you will goad and provoke us. You despise us too much— | 
and you are insensible of the Italian adage, that there is no 
little enemy. I am persuaded that the body of the British 
people are our friends, but they are changeable, and by your 
lying gazettes may soon be made our enemies. Our respect 
for them will proportionably diminish, and I see clearly we 
are on the high road’ to mutual family hatred’ and detestation. 
A separation of course will be inevitable. ”Tis a million of 
pities so fair a plan as we have hitherto been engaged in for 
increasing strength and empire with public felicity, should 
be destroyed by the mangling hands of a few blundering 
ministers. It will not be destroyed; God will protect and 
prosper it, you’ will’ only exclude yourselves from any share 
init. We hear that more ships and troops are coming out. 
We know that you may do us a great deal of mischief, and 
are determined to bear it patiently as long as we can. But 
if you flatter yourselves with beating us into submission, you 
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know neither the people nor the country. The congress is 
still sitting, and will wait the result of their /ast petition. 
Yours, Xce .. B. FRANKLIN. 


To M. Dumas, 1x HoLianp. 


Urging him to sound the several courts of Europe, by means 
of their ambassadors at the Hague, as to any assistance 
they may be disposed to afford America in her struggle 
Jor independence. 


Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Dec. 9, 1775. 

| I received your several favors of May 18, June 
30, and July 8, by Messrs. Vaillant and Pochard ; whom, if 
I could serve upon your recommendation, it would give me 
great pleasure. Their total want of English is at present an 
obstruction to their getting any employment among us; _ but 
I hope they will soon obtain some knowledge of it. This is 
a good country for artificers or farmers, but gentlemen of 
mere science in /es belles lettres cannot so easily subsist here, 
there being little demand for their assistance among an in- 
dustrious people, who, as yet, have not much leisure for 
studies of that kind. 
Iam much obliged by the kind present you have made us 
of your edition of Vattel. It came to us in good season, 
when the circumstances of a rising state make it necessary 
frequently to consult the law of nations. Accordingly that 
copy which [ kept (after depositing one im our own public 
library here, and sending the other to the college of Massa~ 
chusetts Bay, as you directed) has been continually in the 
hands of the members of our congress, now sitting, who are 
much pleased with your notes and preface, and have enter- 
tained a high and just esteem for their author. Your manu- 
script “ Idée sur le gouvernement et la royauté,” is also well 
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relished, and may, in time, have its effect. I thank you, like- 
wise, for the other smaller pieces, which accompanied Vattel. 
“ Le court exposé de ce qui s’est passé entre la cour Br. et 
les colonies,” Sic. being a very concise and clear statement of 
facts, will be reprinted here for the use of our new friends in 
Canada. The translations of the proceedings of our congress 
are very acceptable. I send you herewith what of them has 
been further published here, together with a few newspapers, 
containing accounts of some of the successes Providence has 
fayored us with. We are threatened from England with a 
very powerful force, to come next year against us. We are 
making all the provision in our power here to oppose that 
force, and we hope we shall be able to defend ourselves. 
But, as the events of war are always uncertain, possibly, 
after another campaign, we may find it necessary to ask aid 
of some foreign power. It gives us great pleasure to learn 
from you, that toute ? Europe nous souhaite le plus heureux 
succes pour le maintien de nos libertés, But we wish to 
know, whether any one of them, from principles of humanity, 
is disposed magnanimously to step in for the relief of an 
oppressed people, or whether, if, as it seems likely to 
happen, we should be obliged to break off all connexion 
with Britain, and declare ourselves an independent people, 
there is any state or power in Europe who would be willing 
to enter into an alliance with us for the benefit of our com- 
merce, which amounted, before the war, to near seven mil- 
lions sterling per annum, and must continually increase, as 
our people increase most rapidly.. Confiding, my dear 
friend, in your good-will to us and to our cause, and in your 
sagacity and abilities for business, the committee of congress, 
appointed for the purpose of establishing and conducting a 
correspondence with our friends in Europe, of which com- 
mittee | have the honor to be a member, have directed me 
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to request of you that, as you are situated at the Hague, 
where ambassadors from all the courts reside, you would 
make use of the opportunity that situation affords you, of 
discovering, if possible, the disposition of the several courts 
with respect to such assistance or alliance, if we should 
apply for the one, or propose the other. As it may possibly 
be necessary, in particular instances, that you should, for this 
purpose, confer directly with some great ministers, and show 
them this letter as your credential, we only recommend it to 
your discretion, that you proceed therein with such caution, 
as to keep the same from the knowledge of the English 
ambassador, and prevent any public appearance at present 
of your being employed in any such business, as thereby, we 
imagine, many inconveniences may be avoided, and your 
means of rendering us service increased. 

That you may be better able to: answer some questions, 
which will probably be put to you, concerning our present 
situation, we inform you—that. the whole continent is very 
firmly united—the party for the measures of the British 
ministry being very small, and much dispersed—that we 
have had on foot, the last campaign, an army of near twenty- 
five thousand men, wherewith we have been able not only to 
block up the king’s army in Boston, but to spare consider- 
able detachments for the invasion of. Canada, where we have © 
met with great success, as the printed papers sent herewith 
will inform you, and: have now reason to expect the whole 
province may be soon in our possession—that we purpose 
greatly to increase our force for the ensumg year; and 
thereby we hope, with the assistance of a well-disciplined 
militia, to be able to defend our coast, notwithstanding its 
great extent—that we have already a small - squadron of 
armed vessels, to. protect our coasting trade, who have had 

some success in taking several of the enemy’s cruisers, and 
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some of their transport vessels and store-ships. This little 
naval force we are about to augment, and expect it may be 
more considerable in the next summer. 

We have hitherto applied to no foreign power. We are 
using the utmost industry in endeavoring to make saltpetre, 
and with daily increasing success. Our artificers are also 
everywhere busy in fabricating small arms, casting cannon, | 
&c. yet both arms and ammunition are much wanted. Any 
merchants who would venture to send ships laden with those 
articles, might make great profit; such is the demand in 
every colony, and such generous prices are and will be given; 
of which, and of the manner of conducting such a voyage, 
the bearer, Mr. Storey, can more fully inform you: and 
whoever brings in those articles is allowed to carry off the 
value in provisions to our West Indies, where they will pro- 
bably fetch a very high price, the general exportation from 
North America being stopped. This you will see more 
particularly in a printed resolution of the congress. 

We are in great want of good engineers, and wish you 
could engage and send us two able ones, in time for the next 
campaign, one acquainted with field service, sieges, &c. and 
the other with fortifying of sea-ports. ‘They will, if well 
recommended, be made very welcome, and have honorable 
appointments, besides the expenses of their voyage hither, in 
which Mr. Storey can also advise them. As what we now 
request of you, besides taking up your time, may put you to 
some expense, we send you for the present, enclosed, a bill 
for one hundred pounds sterling to defray such expenses, and 
desire you to be assured that your services will be consi- 
dered and honorably rewarded by the congress. 

We desire, also, that you would take the trouble of re- 
celving from Arthur Lee, esq. agent for the congress’ in 
England, such letters as may be sent by him to your care, 
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and of forwarding them to us with your dispatches. When 
you have occasion to write to him to inform him of any 
thing, which it may be of importance that our friends there 
should be acquainted with, please to send your letters to 
him, under cover, directed to Mr. Alderman Lee, merchant, 
on Tower-hill, London ; and do not send it by post, but by 
some trusty shipper, or other prudent person, who will de- 
liver it with his own hand. And when you send to us, if you 
have not a direct safe opportunity, we recommend sending 
by way of St. Eustatia, to the care of Messrs. Robert and 
Cornelius Stevenson, merchants there, who will forward 
your dispatches to me. With sincere and great esteem and 
respect, | am, sir, Xc. | B. FRANKLIN. 


To Joun Hancock, Eso. PresipENnT or CoNGREss. 


Account of Dr. Franklin’s voyage to France—Takes two . 
prizes. | 


SIR, Namie, Dec. 8, 1776. 


In thirty days after we left the capes of Dela- 
ware, we came to an anchor in Quiberon Bay. I remained 
on board four days, expecting a change of wind proper to- 
carry the ship ito the river Loire; but the wind seeming 
- fixed in an opposite quarter, I landed at Auray, and with 
difficulty got hither, the road not being well supplied with 
means of conveyance. Two days before we saw land, we 
met a brigantine from Bordeaux belonging to Cork, and 
another from Rochefort belongmg to Hull, both of which 
were taken. ‘The first has on board staves, tar, turpentine, 
and claret: the other, Coniac brandy and flax-seed. There 
is some difficulty in determining what to'do with them, as 
they are scarce worth sending to America, and the mind of 
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the French court with regard to prizes brought into their 
ports, is not yet known. It is certamly contrary to their 
treaties with Britain to permit the sale of them, and we have 
no regular means:of trying and. condemning them. There 
are, however, many here who would purchase prizes, we 
having already had several offers from persons who are wil- 
Jing to take upon themselves all’ consequences as to the ille- 
gality. 

Captain Wickes, as soon as he can get his refreshmentss 
intends a cruise in the channel. Our friends in France have 
been a good deal dejected with the gazette accounts of 
advantages obtained against us by the British troops. I 
have helped them here to recover their spirits a little, by 
assuring them that we still face the enemy, and were under 
no apprehensions of their two armies being able to complete 
their junction. 

F understand: Mr. Lee has lately been at Paris, that Mr. 
Deane is still there, and that an underhand supply is ob- 
tained from the government, of two hundred brass field 
pieces, thirty thousand’ firelocks, and some. other military 
stores, which are now shipping for America, and will be 
eonvoyed by a ship: of war. 

The court of England} Mr. Penet tells me (from: whom I 
have the above -intelligence) had the folly to demand Mr. 
Deane to be delivered up, but were refused. 

Our voyage though not long was rough, and’ I féel myself 
weakened by it; but I now recover strength. daily, and in a 
few days shall be able to undertake the journey to Paris. I 
have not yet taken any’ public character, thinking it prudent 
first'to know whether the court is ready and’ willing to re- 
ceive ministers: publicly: from. the congress; that we- may 
neither. embarrass: her om the one hand, nor subject.ourselves 
to the hazard of a disgraceful refusal on the other, I have 
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dispatched an express to Mr. Deane, with the letters I had 
for him from the committee and a copy of our commission, 
that he may immediately make the proper inquiries, and give 
me information. In the mean time, | find. it is. generally 
supposed here, that | am sent to negociate, and. that opinion 
appears to give great pleasure, if I can judge by the extreme 
civilitiés | meet with from numbers of the principal people 
who have done me the honor to visit me. I have desired 
Mr. Deane, by some speedy and safe means, to give Mr. 
Lee notice of his appointment. _ I find several vessels here 
laden with military stores, for America, just ready to sail; on 
the whole there is the greatest prospect that we shall be well 
provided for another,campaign, and much stronger than we 
were the Jast.. A Spanish fleet has sailed, with seven 
thousand land forces, foot, and some horse, their destination 
not known, but supposed against the Portuguese in Brazil, 
Both France and England are preparing strong fleets, and it 
is said that all the powers of Europe are preparing for war, 
apprehending a general one cannot be very distant. When 
I arrive at Paris, L shall be able to write with more cer- 
tainty. I beg you to present my duty to the congress, and 
assure them of my most faithful endeavors in their service. 


With the sincerest esteem and respect, I have the honor to 
‘pe, Ste: B. FRANKLIN. 


To THE SEcRET COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS. » 
/ 
Same subject as the preceding. 


GENTLEMEN, se _. Nantes, Dec. 8, 1770. 
After a short but rough passage of thirty days, 
we anchored in Quiberon Bay, the wind not suitmg to enter 
the Loire. Captam Wickes did every thing.in his power to 
make the voyage comfortable to me; and 1 was much 
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pleased with what I saw of his conduct as an officer, when. 
on supposed occasions we made preparation for engagement, 
the good order and readiness with which it was done, being, 
far beyond my expectations, and I believe equal to any thing. 
of the kind in the best ships of the king’s fleet. He seems 
to have also a very good set of officers under him: I hope 
they will all in good time be promoted. He met and took 
two prizes, brigantines, one belonging to Cork, laden with 
staves, pitch, tar, turpentine, and claret; the other to Hull, 
with a cargo of flax-seed and brandy. The captains have 
made some propositions of ransom, which, perhaps, may be 
accepted, as there is yet no means of condemning them here, 
and they are scarce worth sending to America. ‘The ship is 
yet in Quiberon Bay, with her prizes. I came hither seventy 
miles by Jand. [am made extremely welcome here, where 
America has many friends. As soon as i have recovered 
strength enough for the journey, which | hope will be m a 
very few days, I shall set out for Paris. My letter to the 
president will mform you of some other particulars. With 
great esteem, I have the honor to be, &Xc. | 
B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. December 10th. I have just learnt that eighty 
pieces of cannon, all brass, with carriages, braces, and every 
thing fit for immediate service, were embarked in a frigate 
from Havre, which is sailed; the rest were to go in another 
frigate of thirty-six guns. 


To THE SAME. 


-GENTLEMEN, . , Paris, Jan. 4, 177%, 


~'T ‘arrived here about two weeks.since, where: 1 
found Mr. Deane. Ma. Lee has since joined us from Lon- 
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don. We have had an audience of the minister, Count de 
Vergennes, and were respectfully received. We left for his 
consideration a sketch of the proposed treaty. We are to 
wait upon him to-morrow with a strong memorial, requesting 
the aids mentioned in our mstructions. By his advice we 
had an interview with the Spanish ambassador, Count 
d Aranda, who seems well disposed towards us, and: will for- 
ward copies of our memorials to his court, which will act, 
he says, in perfect concert with this. Their fleets are said. 
to be in fine order, manned and fit for sea. The cry of this’ 
nation is for us, but the court, it is thought, views an 
approaching war with reluctance. ‘The press continues’ in: 
England. As soon as we can receive a positive answer from 
these courts, we shall dispatch an express with it. IT am,. 
gentlemen, &c. ‘BY Franxuin. 


To James Lovett, Eso. 


Observations on commerce—Treaty with France—American 
commissioners— Anecdote of Lord Stormont, the British 
ambassador in Paris—Spanish galeons—English and 
French fleets at sea. 

. (EXTRACTS.) 
SiR, Passy, July 22, 1778. 

“ T received your favor of May 15, and was’ 
glad to find that mine of December 21 had come to hand. 
Mr. Deane’s brother writes that it was’ not signed, which 
was an accidental omission. Mr, Deane himself is I hope 
with you long before this;time, and I doubt not but every 
prejudice against him is removed. It was not alone upon 
the proceedings of congress I formed my opinion that such | 
prejudices existed. I am glad to’ understand that opinion 
was groundless, and that he is like to.come back with honor, 
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in the commission to Holland, where matters are already so 
ripe for his operations, that he cannot fail (with his abilities) 
of being useful. 

There has been some inaccuracy in sending us the last 
dispatches of the committee; two copies of the contract with 
Mr. Francy and the invoices came by the same vessel, Cap- 
tain Niles. And though one of your letters mentions send- 
ing enclosed a resolution of congress relative to two articles 
of the treaty, that resolution is not come to hand. There 
are circumstances in the affairs of those articles, that make 
them in my opinion of no consequence if they stand, while 
the proposing to abrogate them has an unpleasing appear 
ance, as it looks like a desire of having it in our power to 
make that commercial kind of war, which no honest state 
can begin, which no good friend or neighbor ever did or will 
begin, which has always been considered as an act of 
hostility that provoked as well as justified reprisals, and has 
generally produced such as have rendered the first project as 
unprofitable as it was unjust. Commerce among nations as 
well as between private persons should be fair and equitable, 
by equivalent exchanges and mutual supplies: the taking 
unfair advantage of a neighbor’s necessities, though attended 
with a temporary success, always breeds ill blood: to lay 
duties on a commodity exported which our friends want, is a 
knavish attempt to get something for nothing. The states- 
man who first invented it, had the genius of a pickpocket, 
and would have been a pickpocket, if fortune had suitably 
placed him; the nations who have practised it have suffered 
for it fourfold, as pickpockets ought to suffer. Savoy, by a 
duty on exported wines, lost the supplying of Switzerland, 
which thenceforth raised its own Wine, and (to wave other 
instances) Britain, by her duty on exported tea, has’ lost the 
trade of her colonies. But as we produce no cominodity 
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that is peculiar to our country, and which may not be ob- 
tained elsewhere, the discouraging ours by duties on exporta-. 
tion, and thereby encouraging a rivalship from other nations 
in the ports we trade to, is absolute folly, which indeed is 
mixed more or less with some knavery. . For my own part, 
if my protest were of any consequence, I should protest 
against our ever doing it, even by way of reprisal. It isa mean- 
ness with which I would not dirty the conscience or character 
of my country. ‘The objections stated against the last of the 
two articles, had all been made, considered here, and were 
sent hence, I imagine, by one who is offended that they were 
not thought of weight sufficient to stop the signing of the 
treaty, till the king should, in another council, reconsider 
those articles, and, after agreeing to omit them, order new 
copies to be drawn, though all was then ready engrossed on 
parchment as before settled. 1 did not think the articles of 
much consequence, but I thought it of consequence that no 
delay should be given to the signing of the treaty after it was 
ready. . But if I had known those objections would have 
been sent to the committee, I should have sent the answers 
they received, which had been satisfactory to all the com- 
missioners, when the treaty was settled, and until. the mind 
of one of them was altered by the opinion of two other per- 
sons. It is now. too late to send those answers. But I 
wish forthe future, if such a case should again happen, that 
congress would acquaint their commissioners with such par- 
tial objections, and hear their reasons, before they determine 
they have done wrong. In the mean time, this is only. to 
you in private. It will be of no use to communicate, it, as 
the resolution of congress will probably be received. and 
executed before this letter comes to hand. 

Speaking of commissioners in the plural, puts n me in ‘mind 
of inquiring if it can be the intention of congress to keep 
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three ambassadors at this court? we have indeed four, with, 
the gentleman intended for Tuscany, who continues here, 
and. is very angry that he was not consulted in making the, 
treaty, which he could have mended in several particulars ; 
and perhaps he is angry with some reason, if the instructions 
to him do, as he says they do, require us to consult him. We 
shall soon have a fifth; for the envoy to Vienna not being 
received there, is, I hear, returning hither. ‘The necessary 
expense of maintaining us all, is, I assure you, enormously 
great: I wish the utility may equal it: I imagine every one 
of us spends nearly as much as Lord Stormont did: It is 
true he left behind him the character of a niggard ; and when 
the advertisement appeared for the sale of his household 
goods, all Paris laughed at an article of it, perhaps very 
innocently expressed; “ Une grande quantilé de linge de 
table, gui N’A JAMAIS sERVI.”— Cela est tres vraisem- 
blable,” say they, “ car il n’a jamais donné a manger.’”— 
But as to our number, whatever advantage there might be in 
the joint counsels of three for framing and adjusting the 
articles of the treaty, there can be none in managing the 
common business of a resident here. On the contrary, all 
the advantages in negociation that result from secresy of sen- 
timent, and uniformity in expressmg it, and in common. busi- 
ness, from dispatch, are lost. In a court, too, where every 
‘word is watched and weighed, if a number of commissioners 
do not every one hold. the same language, in giving their 
opinion on any public transaction, this lessens their weight ; 
and where it may be prudent to put on or avoid certain 
appearances, of concern, for example, or indifference, satis- 
faction, er dislike, where the utmost sincerity and candor _ 
should be used, and would gain credit, if no semblance. of 
art showed itself in the inadvertent discourse, perhaps of only 
one of them, the hazard is equal to the number: and where 


420 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART It. 


every one must be consulted on every particular of common 
business, in answering every letter, &c. and one of them is 
- offended if the smallest thing is done without his consent, 
the difficulty of being often and long enough together, the 
different opinions, and the time consumed in debating them, 
the interruption of new applicants in the time by meeting, 
&c. &c. occasion so much postponing and delay, that cor- 
respondence languishes, occasions are lost, and the business 
is always behind-hand. I have mentioned the difficulty of 
being often and long enough together: this is considerable, 
where they cannot all be accommodated in the same house : 
but to find three people whose tempers are so good, and 
who like so well one another’s company, and manner of 
living and conversing, as-to agree well themselves, though 
being in one house, and whose servants will not, by their 
indiscretion, quarrel with one another, and by artful misre- 
presentations draw their masters in to take their parts, to the 
disturbance of necessary harmony ;_ these are difficulties still 
greater, and almost insurmountable: and in consideration of 
the whole, I wish the congress would separate us. 

The Spanish galeons, which have been impatiently ex- 
pected, are at length happily arrived. The fleet and army 
returning from Brazil, is still out, but supposed to be on the 
way homewards. When that and the South Sea ships are 
arrived,’it will appear whether Spain’s.accession to the treaty 
has been delayed for the reasons given, or whether the 
reasons were only given to excuse the delay. 

The English and French fleets, of nearly equal force, are 
now both at sea. It is not doubted but that if they meet 
there will be a battle. For though England, through fear, 
affects to understand it to be still peace, and excuses the 
depredations she has made on the commerce of France by 
pretences of illicit trade, &c. yet France considers the war 
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as begun from the time of the king’s message to parliament, 
complaining of the msult France had given by treating with 
us, and demanding aids to resent it, and the answers of both 
houses offering their lives and fortunes, and the taking several 
frigates, are deemed indisputable hostiliues. Accordingly, 
orders are given to all the fleets and armed ships to return — 
hostilities, and encouragement is offered to privateers, &c. 
An ambassador from Spain is indeed gone to London, and 
joyfully received there, in the idea that peace may be made 
by his mediation. But as yet we learn nothing certain of his 
mission, and doubt his effecting any thing of the kind. 

War in Germany seems to be inevitable ; and this occasion- 
ing great borrowings of money in Holland and elsewhere, by 
the powers concerned, makes it more difficult for us to suc- 
ceed in ours. With great esteem, I have the honor to be, 
Xe. B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Coorprr. 
On the depreciation of the American paper money. 


My Dear Frirenp, Passy, April 22, 1779. 


I received your valuable letter by the Marquis 
de la Fayette, and another by Mr. Bradford. I can only 
write a few words in answer to the latter, the former not. 
being at hand. The depreciation of our money must, as 
you observe, greatly affect salary men, widows, and orphans. 
Methinks this evil deserves the attention of the several legis- 
latures, and ought if possible to be remedied by some equit- 
able law, particularly adapted to their circumstances. [| 
took all the pains I could m congress to prevent the depre- 
ciation, by proposing, first, that the bills should bear inte- 
rest : this was rejected, and they were struck as you see them. 
Secondly, after the first emission, I proposed that we should. 
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stop, strike no more, but borrow on interest those we had 
issued. ‘This was not then approved of, and more. bills 
were issued. When from the too great quantity they began 
to depreciate, we agreed to borrow on interest, and L pro- 
posed that in order to fix the value of the principal, the inte- 
rest should be promised in hard dollars. This was objected 
to as impracticable; but I-still continue of opinion, that by 
sending out cargoes to purchase it we might have brought in 
money sufficient for that purpose, as we brought in’ powder, 
&c. Sec. And that though the attempt must have’ been at- 
tended with a disadvantage, the loss would have been a less 
mischief than:any measure attending the discredit of the 
bills, which threatens to take out of our hands. the’ great 
instrument of our-defence. «The congress did at last’ come 
into the proposal of paying the interest in real money. But 
when ‘the ~whole mass of the currency was under way in 
depreciation, the momentum of its descent was too great to 
be stopped by a power that might at first have been sufficient 
to prevent the beginning of the motion. The only remedy 
now seems to be a diminution of the quantity by a vigorous 
taxation, of great nominal sums, which the people are more 
able to pay in proportion to. the quantity and diminished 
value; and the only consolation: under the evil is, that the 
public debt is proportionably diminished with the depre- 
ciation; and this by a kind of imperceptible tax, every one 
having paid a part of it in the fall of value that took place 
between the receiving and paymg such sums as» passed 
through his hands. For it should always be remerbered, 
that the origmal intention was to sink the bills by: taxes, 
which would as effectually extinguish the debt as:an actual 
redemption. ‘This effect of paper currency is) not under- 
stood on this side the water. -And indeed :the whole: is a 
mystery even to the politicians, how we have been able to 
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continue a war four years without money, and how we 
could pay with paper that had no previously fixed fund ap- 
propriated specifically to redeem it. This currency, as we 
manage it, is a wonderful machine. It performs its office 
when we issue it ; it pays and clothes troops, and provides 
victuals and ammunition ; and, when we are obliged to issue 
a quantity excessive, it pays itself off by depreciation. 

Our affairs in general stand in a fair light throughout 
Europe. Our cause is universally approved. Our consti- 
tutions of government have been translated and printed in 
most languages, and are so much admired for the spirit of 
liberty that reigns in them, that it is generally agreed we 
shall have a vast accession of national property after the war, 
from every part of this continent, and particularly from the 
- British islands. We have only to persevere and to be happy. 
Yours, &e. » : B. FRANKLIN. 


To THE Hon. Josiau: Quincy, Eso. 


Character of the French stahjorenl aes the people of 
| America. 

Dear Sir, | Passy,’ pawns 22, 1779. 
| aie / I received your very kind letter by Mr. 
Bradford, who appears a very sensible and amiable young 
gentleman, to whom I should with pleasure render any ser- 
vice here, upon your much respected recommendation ; sor 
I understand he returns immediately. 

It is with great sincerity I join you in acknowledging and 
admiring the dispensations of Providence in our favor. 
America has only to be thankful and persevere. God will 
finish his work, and establish their freedom ; and the lovers 
of liberty will flock from all parts of Europe with their 
fortunes to participate with us of that freedom—as soon as 
the peace is restored. | 
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I am exceedingly pleased with your account of the French 
politeness and civility, as it appeared among the officers and 
people of their fleet. ‘They have certamly advanced in those 
respects many degrees beyond the English. I find them 
here a most amiable nation to live with. The Spaniards 
are, by common opinion, supposed to be cruel, the English 
proud, the Scotch insolent, the Dutch avaricious, &c.; but 
I think the French have no national vice ascribed to them. 
They have some frivolities, but they are harmless. To 
dress their heads so that a hat cannot be put on them, and 
then wear their hats under their arms, and to fill their noses 
with tobacco, may be called follies perhaps, but they are 
not vices; they are only the effects of the tyranny of custom. 
In short, there is nothing wanting in the character of a 
Frenchman that belongs to that of an agreeable and worthy 
man. They have only some trifles, a surplus of which might 
be spared. | | 

Will you permit me, while I do them this justice, to hint 
a little censure on our own country people? which I do in 
good-will, wishing the cause removed. You know the ne- 
cessity we are under of supplies from Europe, and the diffi- 
culty we have at present in making returns. ‘The interest 
bills would do a good deal towards purchasing arms, ammu- 
nition, clothing, sailcloth, and other necessaries for defence. 
Upon inquiry of those who present those bills to me for 
acceptance, what the money is to be laid out in, I find that 
most of it is for superfluities, and more than half of it for 
tea! How unhappily in this instance the folly of our peo- 
ple, and the avidity of our merchants, concur to weaken and 
impoverish our country! I formerly computed that we con- 
sumed before the war, in that single article, the value of 
500,000/. sterling annually. Much of this was. saved by 
' stopping the use of it. I honored the virtuous resolution of 
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our women in foregoing that little gratification, and [ lament 
that such virtue should be of so short duration! Five hun- 
dred thousand pounds sterling annually laid out in defending 
ourselves, or annoying our enemies, would have great effects. 
With what face can we ask aids and subsidies from our 
friends while we are wasting our own wealth in such prodi- 
gality? With great and sincere esteem, I am, Xc. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe Marouis DE LA FayetTe, at HAvRrE DE 
GRACE. 


DEaR Sir, Passy, August 19, 1779. 

I have just now received your favor of the 17th. 
I wrote to you a day or two ago, and have little to add. 
You ask my opinion what conduct the English will probably 
hold on this occasion,’ and whether they will not rather pro- 
pose a negociation for a peace? 1 have but one rule to go 
by in judging of those people, which is, that whatever is 
prudent for them to do they will omit, and what 1s most 
imprudent to be done, they will do it. This, like other gene- 
ral rules, may sometimes have its exceptions; but [ think it 
will hold good for the most part, at least while the present 
ministry continues, or rather while the present madman has 
the choice of ministers. You desire to know whether I am 
satistied with the. ministers here? It is impossible for any 
body to be more so. I see they exert themselves greatly in 
the common cause, and do every thing for us they can. We 
can wish for nothing more, unless our great want of money 
should make us wish for a subsidy, to enable us to act more 
vigorously in expelling the enemy from their remaining posts, 
and reducing Canada. But their own expenses are so great, 


* Proposed descent of a French army in England. 
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that I cannot. press such an addition to it.. [hope, however, 
that we shall get some supplies of arms and ammunition ; 
and perhaps, when they can be spared, some ships to aid, in 
reducing New York and Rhode Island. At present I know 
of no good opportunity of writing to America. ‘There are 
merchant ships continually going, but they are very uncertaim 
conveyances. I long to hear of your safe arrival in England : 
but the winds are adverse, and we must have patience. 
With ihe sincerest esteem and TeRpeh, I am ever, &Xc. 
i . ~B. FRANKLIN. 


To ‘THE Marguis DE LA Faverre, AT Havre, 
(With the sword ordered by congress.) 

Passy, Aug. 24, 1779. 
The congress, sensible of your merit towards the 
United States, but unable adequately to reward it, deter- 
mined to present you with a sword, as a small-mark of their 
grateful: acknowledgment. They directed it to be ‘orna- 


Sin) 


mented with suitable devices. Some of the principal actions 
of the war in which you distinguished yourself by your 
bravery and conduct, are therefore represented upon it. 
These, with a few emblematic figures, all admirably well 
executed, make its principal value. By the help of the ex- 
quisite artists France affords, I find it easy to express every 
thing’ but the sense we have of your worth, and our obli- 
gations to you. For this, figures and even words are found 
insufficient.’ I therefore only add, that with the most perfect 
esteem and respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. | 


P.S.—My grandson goes to Havre with the sword,, and 
will have the honor of presenting it to you. 
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Description of the sword given by congress to the Marquis 
de la Fayette. 


| “On one side a the pommel are the marquis’s arms, and on the 

other the device of a new moon, reflecting rays of light on a country 

partly covered with wood, and partly « cultivated. Symbol of the re- 

public of the United States, with this'motto, Crescam ut er By 

this it was intended modestly to express,— ) 

1. Her present’ mediocrityof strength, as the light of the moon, 
‘though considerable, is weaker than'that of the sun. 

2. Her expectation of becoming more powerful as she increases, and 
thereby rendering herself more useful to mankind. 

S$. The gratitude with which she remembers that the light she 

' spreads, is principally owing to the Kind aids of a _greater | lumi- 
nary* in another hemisphere. 


On the. Bow is the legend , from the American congress to the Marquis 
de la Fayette, 1779. 


“The handle is ornamented with two medallions. In one, America 
represented by a woman presenting a branch of laurel to a French- 
man; in the other,a Frenchman is treading on a lion. 
‘On the ouard are separately represented, in fine relievo— 
The affair at Gloucester. 
The retreat off Rhode Island. 
“The battle of Monmouth. 
And the retreat at Barren Hill. 
The hilt is of massive gold, and the blade two-edged. 
- Cost two hundred Louis d’ors. 
Made by Liczr, sword cutler, Rue Coquilliére. 


Tue Marouis’s Repty. 
Sipieess | Hlaore, August 29, 1779. 
Whatever expectations might have been raised 
from the sense of past favors, the’ goodness” of the United 
States for me has ever been such, that on every’ occasion it 


'* The king of France, whose symbol is the sun. | 
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far surpasses any idea I could have conceived. A new proof 


of that flattering truth, I find in the noble present which 
congress have been pleased to honor me with, and which is 
offered in such a manner by your excellency as will exceed 
any thing but the feelings of my unbounded gratitude. Some 
of the devices I cannot help finding too honorable a reward 
for those slight services, which in concert with my fellow- 
soldiers, and under the godlike American hero’s orders, | 
had the good luck to render. The sight of these actions, where 
I was a witness of American bravery and patriotic spirit, I 
shall ever enjoy with that pleasure which becomes a heart 


glowing with love for the nation, and the most ardent zeal 


for their glory and happiness. 

Assurances of gratitude, which I beg leave to present to 
your excellency, are much inadequate to my feelings, and 
nothing but those sentiments may properly acknowledge 
your kindness towards me. ‘The polite manner in which 
Mr. Temple Franklin was pleased to deliver tHat inestimable 
sword, lays me under great obligations to him, and demands 
my particular thanks. 

With the most perfect respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 

La FayetTre. 


To Joun Jay, Eso. PresipentT oF ConcRress. 
Various matter. 


fExtTract.] Passy, Oct. 4, 1779. 

“‘ We had reason to expect some great events 
from the action of the fleets this summer in the channel, but 
they are all now in port without having effected any thing. 
The junction was late, and the length of time the Brest 
Squadron was at sea, (equal to an East India voyage,) partly 
on the hot Spanish coast, occasioned a sickness among the 
people that made their return necessary: they had chased 
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the English fleet, which refused the combat. The sick men 
are recovering fast since they were landed ; and the proposed 
descent on England does not yet seem to be quite given up, 
as the troops are not withdrawn from the ports. Holland 
‘has not yet granted the succors required by the English, 
_ mor even given an answer to the requisition presented by Sir 
Joseph Yorke. The aids will be refused ; and as the refusal 
must be disagreeable, it is postponed from time to time. 
The expectations of assistance from Russia and Prussia 
seem also to have failed the English, and they are as much 
at a loss to find effective friends in Europe as they have 
~ been in America. Portugal seems to have a better dispo- 
sition towards us than heretofore. About thirty of our peo- 
ple taken, and set ashore on one of her islands by the 
English, were maintained comfortably by the governor during 
their stay there, furnished with every necessary, and sent to 
Lisbon; where, on inquiry to whom payment was to be 
made for the expense they had occasioned, they were told 
that no reimbursement was expected; that it was the queen’s 
bounty, who had a pleasure in shewing hospitality to strangers 
in distress. 1 have been presented thanks by the Portuguese 
ambassador here in behalf of the congress: and I am given 
to understand that probably, in a little time, the ports of 
that nation will be as open to us as those of Spain. What 
relates to Spain I suppose Mr. Lee informs you of. 

‘The sword ordered by congress for the Marquis de la 
Fayette, being at length finished, tI sent it down to him at 
Havre, where he was with the troops intended for the 
invasion. I wrote a letter with it, and received an answer, 
copies of both which I enclose, together with a description 
of the sword, and drawings of the work upon it, which was 
executed. by the best artists in Paris, and cost altogether 
two hundred guineas. The present has given him great 
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pleasure, and some of the circumstances have been agreeable 
to the nation. f 

Our cartel goes on: a second cargo of American prison- 
ers, one hundred and nineteen in number, being arrived and 
exchanged. Our privateers have dismissed a great number 
at sea, taking their written paroles, to be given up in ex- 
change for so many of our people in their gaols. This is. 
not yet quite agreed to on the other side, but some expec~ 
tations are given me that it may take place. Certainly huma-_ 
nity would find its account in the practice of exchanging 
upon parole, as all the horrors of imprisonment, with the 
loss of time and health, might be prevented by it. 

We continue to insult the coasts of these lords of the 
ocean with our little cruisers. A small cutter, which was 
fitted out as a privateer at Dunkirk, called the Black Prince, 
has taken, ransomed, burnt, and destroyed above thirty sail 
of their vessels within these three months. The owners are 
about to give her a consort, called the Black Princess, for 
whom they ask a commission. ‘The prisoners brought in 
serve to exchange our countrymen, which makes me more 
willmg, to encourage such armaments, though they occasion 
a good deal of trouble. 

Captain, now commodore, Jones, put to sea this summer 
with a little squadron consisting of a ship of forty guns, the 
Alliance,. another frigate of twenty, with some armed cutters, 
all under American colors, with congress commissions. He 
has sent in several prizes ; has greatly alarmed the coast of 
Ireland and Scotland; and we just now hear, that going. 
north about, he fell in with a number of ships from the 
Baltic, convoyed by a fifty gun ship and a twenty-four gun 
frigate, both of which he took after an obstinate engagement, 
and forced several of the others ashore. ‘This news is be- 
lieved, but we wait the confirmation and the particulars. 
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Since writing the above, I have received the following 
farther particulars of the action between commodore Jones 
and the English men of war. The forty-four gun’ ship is 
new, having been but six months off the stocks ; she is called 
the Serapis; the other, of twenty guns, is the Countess of 
Scarborough. He had before taken a number of valuable 
prizes, particularly a rich ship bound to Quebec, which we 
suppose he may have sent to America. The English, from 
mistaken intelligence, imagining he had a body of troops 
with him to make descents, have had all their northern coasts 
alarmed, and have been put to very expensive movements of 
troops, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Coorrr. 


| American privateers—Commodore Jones—Rumor. ag 
| | peace, &c. 

Bibbs SIR, Passy, Oct. 27, 1779. 
It is a long time since I have had the pleasure. 
ef hearing from you. The intelligence you were used to 
favor me with, was often useful to our affairs... | hope I 
have not lost your friendship together with your correspond- 
ence. Our excellent Mr. Winthorp, I see, is gone. He 
was one of those old friends for ‘the sake of whose society 
I wished to return and spend the small remnant of my days 
in’ New England... A few more such deaths will. make.me 
a stranger in my own country. The loss of friends is the 
taxa man pays for living long himself. I find it a heavy 

one. ; ET , re » ak 
You will see by the newspapers that wehave given some 
disturbance to the British coasts this year: One little. pri- 
vateer out of Dunkirk; the Black Prince, with a congress 
cemmission, and» a few Americans mixed) with Irish.and 
English smugglers, went round their islands, and took thirty- 
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seven prizes in ess than three months. The little squadron 
of commodore Jones, under the same ‘commission and 
colors, has alarmed those coasts exceedingly, occasioned a 
good deal of internal expense, done great damage to their 
trade, and taken two frigates, with 400 prisoners. He is 
now with his principal prizes in Holland, where he is pretty 
well received, but must quit that neutral country as soon as 
his damages are repaired. The English watch, with a supe- 
tior force, his coming out, but we hope he will manage so 
as to escape their vigilance. Few actions at sea have demon- 
strated such steady, cool, determined bravery as that of Jones 
in taking the Serapis. 

There has been much rumor this summer throughout 
Europe, of an approaching peace, through the mediation of- 
Russia and Holland: but it is understood to arise from the 
invention of stock-jobbers and others interested in propa- 
gating such opinions. England seems not to be yet suffi- 
ciently humbled to acknowledge the independence of the 
American states, or to treat with them on that footing, and 
our friends will not make peace on any other: so we shall — 
probably see another campaign. ; vit 

By the invoices I have seen and heat of, sent hither 
with congress interest bills of exchange to purchase the 
goods, it should seem that there is not so great a want of 
necessaries as of superfluities among our people. It is diffi- 
cult to conceive that your distresses can be great, when one 
sees that much the greatest part of that money is lavished in 
modes, gewgaws, and tea! Is it impossible for us to become 
wiser, when by simple economy, and avoiding unnecessary 
expenses, we might more than defray the charge of the war? 
We export solid provision of all kinds which is necessary for 
the sustenance of man, ahd we import fashions, luxuries, and 
trifles. Such trade may enrich the traders, but never the. 
country. 
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The good-will of all Europe to our cause, as being’ the 
cause of liberty, which is the cause of mankind, still continues, 
as does the universal wish to see the English pride humi- 
liated, and their power curtailed. Those circumstances are 
encouraging, and give hopes of a happy issue. Which may 
God ‘grant, and that you, my friend, may live long a blessing 
to your country. lam, Xc. B. FRANKLIN. « 


To James Lovett, Eso. 


The Marquis de la Fuyette—Siate of affairs in England, 
. ; &c. | 


Dear Sir, Passy, March 16, 1780. 

The Marquis de la Fayette, our firm and constant 
friend, returning to America, | have written a long letter by 
him to the president, of which a copy goes by this ship. M. 
Gerard is since arrived, and I have received the dispatches 
you mentioned to me, but no letter in answer to mine, a very. 
long one by the Chevalier de la Luzerne, nor any aokuavn 
ledgment that it came to hand. ‘sy 
_ By the many newspapers and pamphlets I send, you will 
see the present state of European affairs in general. [reland 
continues to insist on complete liberty, and will probably 
obtain 'it. The.meetings of counties in England, and. the 
committees of correspondence they appoint, alarm a good 
deal the ministry, especially since it has been proposed to 
elect of each committee, a few persons to assemble in Lon- 
don, which, if carried into execution, will form a kind of 
congress, that will have more of the confidence and support 
of the people than the old parliament. If the nation is not 
too corrupt, as I rather think it is, some considerable re- 
formation of internal abuses may be expected from this; with 
regard to us the only advantage to be reasonably expected 
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from it 1s a peace, the general bent of the nation being for it. 
The success of admiral Rodney’s fleet against our allies, has 
a little elated our enemies for the present, and probably they 
will not now think of proposing it. If the approaching 
campaign, for which great preparations are making here, 
should end disadvantageously to them, they will be more 
treatable, for their debts and taxes are daily becoming more 
burthensome, while their commerce, the source of their 
wealth, diminishes ; and though they have flattered themselves 
with obtaining assistance from Russia, and other powers, it 
does not appear that they are likely to succeed ; on the con- 
trary, they are in danger of losing the neutrality of Holland. 

Their conduct with regard to the exchange of prisoners, 
has been very unjust. After long suspense and affected de- 
lays, for the purpose of wearing out our poor people, they 
have finally refused to deliver us a man in exchange for 
those set at liberty by our cruisers on parole. A letter I 
send enclosed from Captam Mitchel, will show the treat- 
ment of the late flags of truce from Boston. ‘There is no 
gaining any thing upon these barbarians by advances of civi- 
lity or humanity. 7 

Enclosed I send for congress, the justification - this court 
against the accusation published in the late English memo- 
rials. With great esteem, &c. | B. FRANKLIN 

, , 


To M. Dumas. 


Confederacy of the neutral powers—Clinton’s letter. | 
(EX TRACT.) 
Dezarsir, _ Passy, June 5, 1780. 
_A Dutch ship belonging to Messrs. Little, Dale, 
dnd Co. of Rotterdam, being brought to France as having 
an English cargo on ‘board, I have followed youropmion 
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with regard to the condemnation of the cargo, which I think 
the more night, as the English have in the West Indies con- 
fiscated several of our cargoes found in Dutch ships. But to 
show respect to the declaration of the empress of Russia, [have 
written to the owners of our privateers a letter, of which I en- 
close a copy, together with a copy of the judgment, for your 
use, if you hear of any complaint. I approve much of the 
principles of the confederacy of the neutral powers, and am 
not only for respecting the ships as the house of a friend, 
though containing the goods of an enemy, but [ even wish, 
for the sake of humanity, that the law of nations may be far- 
ther improved, by determining that even in time of war, all 
those kinds.of people who are employed in procuring sub- 
sistence for the species, or in exchanging the necessaries or 
conveniencies of life, which is for the common benefit of 
mankind; such as husbandmen on their lands, fishermen 
in their barks, and traders in unarmed vessels, shall be 
permitted to prosecute their several innocent and useful em- 
ployments without interruption or molestation, and nothing 
taken from them, even when wanted by an enemy, but on 
paying a fair price for the same. 

_I think you have done well to print the letter af Clinton ; 
fox though I have myself had suspicions whether some parts 
of it were really written by him, yet I have no doubt of the 
facts stated, and think the piece valuable, as giving a true 
account of the state of British and American affairs in that 
quarter. On the whole, it has the appearance of a letter 
written by a general who did not approve of the expedition 
he was sent upon,—whbo had no opinion of the judgment of 
those who drew up his instructions,—who had observed that 
preceding commanders, Gage, Burgoyne, Keppel, and the 
Howes,, had all’ been censured by the ministers for having 
unsuccessfully attempted to execute injudicious instructions 
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with unequal force,—and he therefore wrote such a letter, 
not merely to give the information contained in it, but to be 
produced in his vindication, when he might be recalled, and 
his want of success charged upon him as a crime; though, in 
truth, owing to the folly of the mimisters who had ordered 
him on impracticable projects, and persisted in them not- 
withstanding his faithful informations, without furnishing the 
necessary number of troops he had demanded. In this view 
much of the letter may be accounted for, without supposing 
it fictitious ; and therefore if not genuine itis ingeniously 
written : but you will easily conceive, that if the state of pub- 
lic facts it contams were known in America to be false, such 
a publication there would have been absurd; and of no possi 
ble use to the cause of the country. - With great ‘esteem, F 
am, &c. | 4 B. FRANKLIN. 


COPY OF THE JUDGMENT. 


tj 
To Messrs. THE “poate OF THE inaieliinani AT. 
CHERBOURG. 


GENTLEMEN, Passy, May 16, 1780. 

I have received the proces-verbaux, and other pa- 
pers you did me the honor to send me, agreeable to the 11th 
article of the regulation of the 27th September, 1778. 
These pieces relate to the taking of the ship Flora, whereof 
was Captain Henry Roodenberg, bound from Rotterdam to 
Dublin, and arrived at Cherbourg in France, being taken 
the 7th day of April by Captain Dowlin, commander of aa 
American privateer the Black Prince. 

It appears to me from the above-mentioned papers, that 
the said ship Flora is not a good prize, the same belonging 
to the subjects of a neutral nation: but that the cargo is 
really the property of the subjects of the king of England, 
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though attempted to be masked as neutral. I do therefore 
request that after the cargo shall be landed, you would cause. 
the said ship Flora to be immediately restored to her captain, 
and that you would oblige the captors to pay him his full 
freight, according to his bills of lading, and also to make 
good all the damages he may have sustained by plunder or 
otherwise ; and I farther request, that as the cargo is pe= 
rishable, you would cause it to be sold immediately, and re-. 
tain the produce deposited in your hands, to the end that if 
any of the freighters, being subjects of their high mighti- 
nesses the states-generals, will declare, upon oath, that certain 
parts of the said cargo were bona fide shipped on their own 
account and risk, and not on the account and risk of any 
British or Irish subjects, the value of such parts may be re- 
stored: or, that if the freighters, or any of them, should think 
fit to appeal from this judgment to the congress, the produce 
so deposited may be disposed of according to their final de- 
termination. I have the henor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN, 
Minister Plenipotentiary for the 
U. S. at the C. of F. 


To an AGENT OF AMERICAN CRrUISERsS. 


SIR, Passy, May 30, 1780. 

In my last, of the o7th instant, I omitted one thing 
I had intended, viz. to desire you would give absolute orders 
to your cruisers not to bring any more Dutch vessels, though 
charged with enemies’ goods, unless contraband. . All the 
neutral states of Europe seem at present disposed to change 
‘what had before been deemed the law of nations; to wit; 
that an enemy's property may be taken wherever found; and 
to establish a rule that free ships shail make free dei 
This, rule i 1s. itself so reasonable, and of a nature to be.so bes 
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neficial to mankind, that I cannot but wish it may become 
general. And | make no doubt but that the congress will 
agree to it in as full an extent as France and Spain. In the 
mean time, and until I have received their orders on the sub- 
ject, it is my intention to condemn no more English goods 
found in Dutch vessels, unless contraband: of which I 
thought it right to give you this previous notice; that you 
may avoid the trouble and expense likely to arise from such 
captures, and from the detention of them for a decision. 
With great regard, and best wishes for the success of your 
enterprise, [ have the honor to be, &e. 
_ B. FRANKLIN, 


To Dr. Ruston, Lonpon. 


American finance and paper money, &c. 


Sir, | | Passy, Oct. 9, 1780. 

T received and read with pleasure your thoughts on 
American financé, and your scheme of a bank. I commu- 
nicated them to the Abbé Morellet, who is a good judge of 
the subject, ‘and he has translated them into French. He 
thinks them generally very just, and very clearly expressed ; 
I shall forward them to a friend in the congress. That body 
is, as you suppose, not well skilled in financing. But their 
deficiency in knowledge has been amply supplied by good 
luck. They issued an immense quantity of paper-bills, to 
pay, clothe, arm, and feed their troops, and fit out ships: 
aid with this paper, without taxes for the first three years, 
they fought and baffled one of the most powerful nations of 
Europe. They‘hoped notwithstanding its quantity to have 
kept up the value of their paper. {n this they were mistaken. 
It depreciated gradually. But this depreciation, though m 
some circumstances inconvenient, has had the general good 
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and. great effect, of operating as a tax, and perhaps the most. 
equal of all taxes, since it depreciated in the hands of the 
holders of money, and thereby taxed them in proportion to 
the sums they held and the time they held it, which generally 
is in proportion to men’s wealth. Thus, after having done 
its business, the paper is reduced to the sixtieth part of its 
original value. Having issued 200 millions of dollars the 
congress stopped, and supplied themselves by borrowmg. 
These sums were borrowed at different periods during the 
progress of the depreciation ; those, who lent to the public, 
thereby fixed the value of the paper they lent, since it is to — 
be repaid in silver according to its value at the time of the 
loan. The rest went on depreciating; and the depreciation 
is at length only stopped by the vast nominal sums called in 
easily by taxes, and which will be by that means destroyed. 
Thus so much of the public debt has been in this manner © 
insensibly paid, that the remainder, which you desire to know, 
does not exceed six millions sterling. And now they are 
working with new paper expressed to be equal in value to 
silver, which they have made to bear interest; and I have 
provided such funds to pay that interest, that probably its 
eriginal value will be supported. In the mean time the 
vigor of their military operations is again revived, and they 
are now as able, with respect to money, to carry onthe 
war, as they were at the beginning, and much more so with 
regard to troops, arms.and discipline. It is also an imcreas- 
ing nation, sixty thousand children having been born annu- 
ally in the United States since the beginning of the war; 
while their enemies are said to be diminishing. I am, sir, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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From Dr. Jess! to Dr. FRANKLIN. 9 


Proposal of a federal union between America and England 
| — British parliament, &c. ps 


London, Oct. 11, 1780. 

The consciousness of a sincere desire to promote 
the interests of human kind, as far as my confined. abilities 
and humble station will permit, induce me. to give you my 
sentiments upon a subject which, I have no doubt,.1s ever 
present to your thoughts. Excuse the presumption; the in- 
tention is honest; let this consideration compensate for the 
want of every other qualification. Independent in my prim- 
ciples, and unconnected with party, | speak those sentiments, 
which circumstances appear to me to dictate, and I speak 
them without reserve. — | 

A. federal union between America and England, upon the 
broad basis of mutual convenience, appears to me a point of 
so much consequence, that I cannot conceive, m the present 
circumstances, how either country can fully enjoy the means 
of happiness, which indulgent Providence has poured forth 
on each with so much profusion, unless such union immedi- 
ately take place. - 

I also am persuaded, that the present war, between. this 
country and the house of Bourbon, is of so peculiar a kind, 
that no solid reason can be assigned for its continuance, a 
-moment after America and England shall, cordially, agree 
upon a termination of their dispute. 

It is obviously for the advantage of England, that America 


* An eminent physician and a great philanthropist: brother of 
Sir, Richard Jebb.—Died in 1766.—His Miscellaneous Works were 
published in 1787. 
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should employ her manufacturers, and that her fleets should 
have free access to the shores, from whence she derived those 
sources of strength, which enabled her so long to reign the 
unrivalled mistress of the deep. 

On the other hand, the rising states of America, wisely in- 
tent on such measures, as tend to increase their population, 
and perfect those forms of civil polity, which, at the same 
time that they promise internal security and happiness, will 
probably establish an asylum for the rest of mankind, must 
derive considerable advantage from the free importation of 
those articles, which, in their present circumstances, they 
cannot with convenience manufacture themselves. 

And why should England enyy to France and Spain, nay, 
to all the world, that portion of trade, whatever that be, 
which suits the circumstances of each power; and from 
which all deriving the sources of rational enjoyment would, 
perhaps, remain in the same ratio as at present, with respect 
to relative strength ? | 

How strange therefore to persevere in an appeal to arms, 
when neutral interest, and the ties of blood, the sameness of 
religion, language, and laws, so loudly call for peace! We 
might reasanably have hoped, that in the course of eighteen 
centuries the gospel of peace might have suggested to us a 
more rational mode of terminating our contests. 

As it never was the interest, so neither was it in fact the 
inclination of the English people, to break the bonds of 
union with their American brethren, until seduced thereto 
by the arts of designing men. ‘Their motives I leave to — 
themselves—they will be revealed in their day, ? 

Had the English people been equally..represented. in an 
annual parliament, that parliament, acting in strict confor- 
mity with the interests of its constituents, would have seen 
that every consideration required, that, the bond of union be- 
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tween the countries should be preserved inviolate. It would 
have perceived, that those restrictions, which were the off- 
spring of the occasion, or suggested by narrow systems of 
policy, ought to have been removed, the moment that they 
occasioned the first murmur of complaint. But unhappily 
for England, the love of arbitrary sway so far operated upon 
those, who most are exposed to its temptations, as to en- 
gage them in the desperate measure of deluding one half of 
the empire, in order to subjugate the rest. 

The period of this delusion, however, is now rapidly ad- 
vaiicing to its termination. Calamity has brought home the 
perception of the consequences, attendant upon national 
error, to every private breast. It has taught us wisdom— 
and has begun to humanise our hearts. The many are now 
ready to exclaim, in the expressive language of scripture, 
“We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
saw. the anguish of his soul when he besought us, and we 
would not hear; therefore ts this evil come upon us.” 

But although the people are disposed to accommodation, 
a mighty power continues to oppose itself to the general 
wish. eilescaaiah 

And were the aristocratic strength of our constitution to 
prevail in its conflict with that power, I am far from being 
satisfied, that-a general and permanent pacification would be 
the result. 

The restoration of the English constitution to its primeval 
purity, appears to be an essential prelimmary to an hono- 
rable and lasting peace. | 

Peace and war are relations which the inhabitants of dif- 
ferent countries stand im to each other. In this sense the 
people of America are not at war with the people of Eng- 
land. ‘The latter having lost their power of self-government 
are merely the instruments of admmistration. The present 
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waris awar between the people of America and the adminis- 
tration of this country. Were the inhabitants of this country 
restored to their elective nghts, and other constitutional fran- 
chises, a state of peace would immediately ensue. 

- Upon this idea alone can America have a proper security 
for the due observance of that solemn compact, which I 
should rejoice to see established between my native country 
and ‘her free and independent states. 

The supporters of the septennial bill, at the time that 
ruinous and unconstitutional measure took place, strongly 
imsisted upon the advantage that would ensue from that m- — 
creased confidence, which foreign nations would thenceforth 
repose in us, on account of the consequent stability of our 
public counsels. 

Experience has shown this measure to have been founded 
im policy the most unwise. 

Reason surely dictates, that the cénfidenios which nations 
repose in each other’s public counsels, must be the greatest, 
when the agents speak the real sentiments of their constituent 
bodies. 3 

It is also to be considered, that the change of sentiment, 
im the constituent body of the nation, must unavoidably be 
gradual, as general interest, always slowly unveiling itself, 
shall direct. Whereas the agent, who has a permanent estate 
in his office, will vary his conduct in conformity to the quick 
revolutions of those numerous temptations to which views 
of private interest, and prospects of power hourly expose 
him. 

For England therefore to be free, and to regain the con- 
fidence of nations, her parliaments must be free and indepen- 
dent: and the same measure which gives independency to 
the English parliament will, under God’s providence, restore 
to us peace with America and with all the world. 
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I write not thus, induced thereto solely from an attach- 
ment to my native soil: the world is my country ; and the 
region which is the seat of freedom has in my eyes charms 
more attractive than my native soil. write not thus from 
an attachment to a favorite measure, but from a full convic- 
tion that such a preliminary as 1 have mentioned, being in- 
serted in every proposition for peace on the part of America, 
would lay a lasting foundation for that peace—and would be 
@ perpetual security that the independence which America 
so justly claims, and in the establishment of which every na- 
tion under heaven is interested, would never be brought into 
question to the end of time. | 

The sum and substance of what [ urge is this—That as a 
more equal representation of the English people in annual 
parliaments, is a point essential to the restoration of our 
freedom, it is equally essential, as a foundation for a federal 
union with the American states. 

- After all—the changes in the affairs of men, whether they 
be revolutions in the fortunes of nations, or of imdividuals, 
are in the hands of Providence; and are directed by its re- 
sistless power to the general good. That good-will finally 
prevail, whatever the hearts and heads of politicians may 
devise. The only differences will be, a difference in the 
time and manner in which the ends of providence are brought 
to pass; and a difference in the final fate of those who are 
employed as the means of their accomplishment. 

The fell destroyers of their species shall see their mea- 
sures, though planned with Machiavelian policy, and for a 
time successful, finally abortive—failing in the attainment of 
the evil wished for, and productive of the good they hate. 

On the contrary, if virtue, honor, zeal for the’ interests of 
eur country, and.of human kind form the outlme of the cha- 
racter, the agent of heaven will be renowned in his,day; and 
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long faturity, through every successive age, shall impart in- 
crease of glory. The joys of selfcomplacency shall gild the 
évening of his days. They will also be the earnest of an 
happiness which will know no bounds. Joun JEps. 


To SamueL Huntineton, Eso. 


Ciptute of Mr. Laurens— Confined in the Tower of Lon- 
dor, &c. 

‘[Exrra cT.| Passy, Dec. 3, 1780. 

| “The news of Mr. Laurens being taken, must 
have reached you long since. He 1s confined in the ‘Tower, 
but of late has some more liberty for taking air and exercise 
than first was allowed him. Certain papers found with him 
relating to the drafts of a treaty proposed in Holland, have 
been sent over to the stadtholder, who laid them before their 
Fiigh mightinesses, who communicated them to the govern- 
ment of the city of Amsterdam; which justified the transac- 
tion. This has drawn from Engiand, a memorial delivered 
by Sir Joseph Yorke, demanding that the pensionary and 
magistrates of that city should be punished; and declaring 
that the king will resent a refusal of the states to comply 
with this demand. What answer will be given to this inso- 
lent memorial we do not yet know. But I hear it has pro- 
duced much displeasure in Holland, and it is thought to have 
occasioned a more prompt accession to the armed neutrality 
which had before met with obstructions from the English 
party there.” _ ie B. Frankuin. 


To Count pr VERGENNES. 
American a : 


Sinh et node she < phy 0 Passy, Feb. 18, 1781. 
~T have just received from congress their letter tor 
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the king, which [ have the honor of putting herewith into big 
hands of your excellency. i 

Iam charged at the same time to represent in the strongést 
terms the unalterable resolution of the United States, to 
maintain the liberties and independence, and inviolably to 
adhere to the alliance at every hazard, and in every event ; 
and that the misfortunes of the last campaign, instead of re- 
pressing, have redoubled their ardor; that congress are 
resolved to employ every resource in their power to expél 
the enemy from every part of the United States, by the most 
vigorous and decisive co-operation with the marine and other 
forces of their illustrious ally: that they have accordingly 
called on the several states, for a powerful army and ample 
supplies of provisions; and that the states are disposed 
effectually to comply with their requisitions. 
- That if in aid of their own exertions, the court of France 
can be prevailed on to assume a naval superiority in the 
American seas, to furnish the arms, ammunition, and cloth- 
ing specified in the estimate heretofore transmitted, and to 
assist with the loan mentioned in the letter, they flatter them- 
selves that under the divine blessing, the war must speedily 
be terminated with glory and advantage to both nations. By 
several letters to me from intelligent persons it appears, that 
the great and expensive exertions of the last year, by which a 
force was assembled capable of facing the enemy, and which 
accordingly drew towards New York and lay long near that 
city, were rendered ineffectual by the superiority of the ene- 
my at sea, and that their success in Carolina, had been 
chiefly owing to that superiority, and to the want of the ne- 
cessary means for furnishing, marching, and paying the ex- 
pense of troops, sufficient to defend that province. 

The Marquis de la Fayette writes to me that it is impos- 
sible to conceive, without seeing it, the distress the troops 
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have suffered for want of clothing; and the following is a 
paragraph of a letter from General Washington, which I 
ought not to keep back from your excellency; viz.:— 
..“ LT doubt not you are so fully informed by congress of 
our political and military state, that it would be superfluous 
to trouble you with any thing relative to either. If 1 were to 
speak on topics of the kind, it would be to show, that our 
present situation makes one of two things essential to us—a 
peace—or the most vigorous aid of our allies, particularly in 
the article of money; of their disposition to serve us we 
cannot doubt : their generosity will do every thing their means 
will permit.” 

They had in America great expectations, I know not on 
- what foundation, that a considerable supply of money would 
be “obtained from Spain, but that expectation has failed: 
and the force of that nation in those seas has been employed 
to reduce small forts in Florida, without rendering any direct 
assistance to the United States; and indeed the long delay 
of that court in acceding to the treaty of commerce, begins 
to have the appearance of not inclining to have any connec- 
tion with us; so that for effectual friendship, and for the aid 
so necessary in the present conjuncture, we can rely on 
France alone, and in the continuance of the king’s goodness 
towards us. | ; 
' I am grown old, I feel myself much enfeebled by my late 
long illness, and it is probable I shall not long have any 
more concern in these affairs. I therefore take this occasion 
to express my opinion to your excellency, that the present 
conjuncture is critical; that there is some danger lest the 
congress should lose its influence over the people, if itis 
found unable to procure the aids that are wanted; and that 
the whole system of the new government in America may 
thereby be shaken, 
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That if the English are suffered once to recover that 
country, such an opportunity of effectual separation as the 
present, may not occur again in the course of ages; and that 
the possession of those fertile and extensive regions, and that 
vast sea coast, will afford them so broad a basis for future 
greatness, by the rapid growth of their commerce, and breed 
of seamen’ and ‘soldiers, as will enable them to become the 
terror of Europe, and to exercise with impunity that insolence 
which is so natural to their nation, and which will increase 
enormously with the increase of their power. I am with 
great respect, &c.  B. Franxuin. 

“Po His Excetuency Joun Apams, Eso. 
Duties on American eaports, &e. 


fExtract.] — Passy, May 19, 1781. 

‘¢ Thave with you no doubt that America will be 
easily able to pay off not only the interest but the principal 
of all the debt she may contract in this war. But whether 
duties upon her exports will be the best method of doing it, 
is a question I am not so clear in. England raised indeed a 
great revenue by duties on tobacco. But it was by virtue of 
a prohibition of foreign tobaccos, and thereby obliging the 
internal consumer to pay those duties. If America were to 
lay a duty of five pence sterling per Ib. on the exportation of 
her tobacco, would any uloptie nation buy it? Would not 
the colonies of Spain and Portugal, and the Ukraine of 
Russia furnish it much cheaper? Was not England herself 
obliged for such reasons to drop the duty on tobacco she 
furnished to France? Would it not cost an immense sum 
in officers, &c. to guard our long coast against smuggling of 
tobacco, and running out to avoid a duty? and would not 
many even of those officers be corrupted and connive at it? 
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It is possibly an erroneous opinion, but I find myself rather - 
inclined to adopt that modern one which supposes it best for 
every country to leave its trade entirely free from all incum- 
brances. Perhaps no country does this at present: Holland 
comés the nearest to it; and her commercial wealth seems to 
have increased in proportion. os 
Your excellency has done me the honor of annisieelay' to” 
me your appointment: I hope soon to return the compliment 
by informing you of my dismission. I find the various em- 
ployments of merchant, banker, judge of admiralty, consul, 
Sc. &c. besides my ministerial function, too multifarious and 
too heavy for my old shoulders; and have therefore requested 
congress that | may be relieved: for in this pot I agree even 
with my enemies, that another may easily be found who can 
better execute them. : | B. FRANKLIN. 


\ 


To tHe Rev. Dr. Cooper. 


N 


New constitution of Ri csittaedte Ii oiermanee of the 
si clergy. 
DEAR Sir, Passy, May 25, 1781. 

It gives me great pleasure to learn that your new. 
constitution is at length settled with so great a degree of una- 
nimity and general satisfaction. It seems to me upon the 
whole an excellent one; and that if there are some particulars 
that one might have wished a little different, they are such as 
could not in the present state of things have been well ob- 
tained otherwise than they are, and if by experience found in- 
convenient, will probably be changed hereafter. [ would only 
mention at present one article, that of maintenance for the’ 
clergy. It seems to me that by the constitution the Quakers 
may be obliged to pay the tax for that purpose. But as the 
great end in imposing it is professedly the promotion of piety, 

VOL. I. 2 F 
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religion, and anorality, and those. people have found means, of 
securing that end among themselves without a,regular clergy, 
and their teachers are not allowed to receive money; 1 should 
think ituot right to tax them and give:the money to the teacher 
of the.parish; but I imagine that in the laws to be made. for 
levying parish taxes, this matter, may, be regulated) to. their 
sean arene Ser +, oysht-o> Dy FRANK bY. 


[Nore] sisecnitag ‘spin |, Passy, July 6, 1781. 

ee following paper was delivered this day to M. 
de Rayneval, to be by him communicated to Count V ergennes ; 
in order to correct some wrong ideas of that minister. 


BE 


alti seems to pclianes been cottamaied iis dail iaaaan or 
ill-will to the United States ; SS gabe neces 

ist. That their merchants have PRU PA gs to depreciat the 
bills drawn on France. | | : 

Qd: That. thes trade with Bgl i is.as great as phe the 
War. ad j pe} we “ ‘ as) + ed pe hees | 

bias donnie two instances hersite bills of sechdlieg on 
England:-have fallen more than)15 per cent. lower, shan the 
present»price of bills-on France. : | 

"The -irst wasin 1739, when an: seheulition wk essai 
spainst Carthagena, the government of England ordered.3000 
men to be raised in America, and transports with, provisions, 
&c: to be furnished, for the: amount of which expense : bills 
were ordered to be drawn on the treasury at London. ,. ‘This 
adventitious quantity ‘of bills coming into. market,,and. being 
more than the common course of the commerce :required, 
occasioned the lowering of their price 421 per cent. below the 
rate before accustomed. | 

The like happened afew years after, whi on a prospect 
of short crops of corn in Europe, orders were received. in 
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America’ to’ purchase ‘and send over. vast quantities, and: to 
draw bills and sell them in the country in order to raise money 
forthe purchase. “This sudden addition ‘to the quantity of 
bills produced a fall of 40 per cent. in their price.’ And this 
mtist always happen in some proportion when the quantity of 
any article in commerce exceeds the present dematid. MY TOE 

And when it is considered that the merchants of America 
are numerous and dispersed through thirteen different pro- 
vinces, at great distance from each other, such a combination 
will appear as improbable, as that’ the farmers iD Mab vance 
should combine to raise the price of wheat. ti 

With regard to the English commerce, there is none cer 
tainly but what is contraband, and there can be no temptation 
46 stich contraband, but for particular commodities that are 
cheaper there than in France. The quantity therefore cannot 
be great. Such ¢ontraband is found difficult to prevent in 
all countries. It is carried on at this time between France 
and England. But there are many commodities much cheaper 
in France, such as wines, silks, oil, modes, &c. which will 
be of great consumption in America ; and when correspond- 
ences are once settléd, and the people there become ac- 
quainted with the manufactures of France, the demand: for 
them will increase, these manufactures will of course ‘be im- 
proved in goodness and cheapness, — the iti continue to 
augment accordingly. is ,2orsiA ai 7 ous 

{tis difficult to change sibel the sib current ofc con- 
nexions, correspondences and confidences that. subsist). be- 
tween merchants; and. carry them all into a mew. channel; but 
time and a continuance of friendship wall: make great altera- 
tions. if B. FRANKLING: 
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To tas Hon. Roserr Morris, Eso. 
Superintendent of the finances of the United States. 


Dsan Siz, . Passy, July 26, 1781. 

__ _Lhave just received your very friendly letter of the 
Gth of June past, announcing your appointment to the super- 
intendence of our finances. This gave me great pleasure, as 
from your intelligence, integrity, and abilities, there 1 ig reason 
to hope every advantage the public can possibly receive from 
such an office. You are wise in estimating before-hand, as 
the principal advantage you can expect, the consciousness of 
having done service to your country. Por the business you 
so much of your time and attention, a as + mecostaliie to hurt your 
Priyate interests ; and the public is often niggardly even of its 
thanks resembling those little dirty stinking insects ; that at- 
tack us only in the dark, disturb our repose, molesting and 
wounding us while our sweat and blood is contributing to 
their subsistence, Every assistance that my situation here, as 
long as it continues, may enable me_to_afford you, shall cer- 
tainly be given, For besides my affection for the glorious 
cause we are both engaged in, I value myself upon your friend- 
ship, and shall be happy if mine can be made of any use to 
you, With great and sincere esteem, I am ever, dear sir, Xc. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. With this 1 shall send an answer to your official 
detter of June 8, 


To Dr. InceNmausz. 


>» RY 


73 


Arnold's treachery, a , 
shai Oct. @, 1781. 


reat rw 9° 
You ask oa news from America, ‘an paltioulacdy what 


effects attended the defection of Arnold, and what were his 
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motives. He tried to draw.others after him, but im vain; not 
a man followed him. We discovered his motive by an inter- 
cepted letter,! which shows it was a bribe of five thousand 
pounds sterling, This he received in bills of exchange on 
London, where the money was put into the funds on his ac- 
count. He lives covered with infamy and despised even by 
those who expected to be served by his treachery. You will 
see by a German almanac which I send you herewith, how his 
effigy was treated at Philadelphia: and since you ask for 
American newspapers, I will send you some German ones, 
We have three in that language published weekly at Phila- 
delphia and German ‘Town, by which you may judge that the 
people with us, who speak it, are very numerous: and now, 
that England can no longer monopolise the ancient connexions 
of those people with their mother-country, it will be a means 
of opening a considerable American trade with Germany, by 
the north seas and the Mediterranean. 

Never were wars more unjustly and causelessly begun, than 
those England is now engaged in with your country~ and 
mine. If she persists in them she is ruined;—as she deserves 
to be. These wars were evidently wars of rapine; they had 
no provocation but the hopes of plunder, I think you used 
to have a better opinion of the British nation than it deserved. 
It is extremely corrupted. { am your affectionate friend, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To nis ExceLLtency J. ADAMs, Eso. 
Capitulation of Lord Cornwallis—General Greene, 


fExtTract.] Passy, Nov. 26, 1781, 
“‘T sent forward last Saturday some packets and 
letters for you, which [hope got to hand in time. Most heartily 


_* See Memoirs of Dr. Franklin, Parr rv. 
* Holland, 
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do T congratulate yott on the glorious news !* ‘The infant Her- 
cules in his cradle has now strangled his ‘second serpent, and 
cives hopes that his future history will be answerable. T en- 
pivots packet which [have just received from General Wash- 
ington, and which TI suppose contains the articles of capitu- 
lation! Tt isa rare Circumstance, and scarce to be met with in 
history, that in one war two armies should be taken prisoners 
completely, nota man in either escaping. It is another sm- 
eular ciretmstanee, that an expedition so complex, formed of 
ariiies of different ations, and of land and sea-forces, should 
with such perfect concord be assetnbled from different’ places 
by land and water, form their junction punctually, without the 
least retard by cross accidents of wind or weather, or inter- 
ritption from the enemy; and that the army which was their 
object should in the mean'time have the goodness to quit a 
situation from! whetice it might have pep and nes mas itself 
in another whence an estape was impossible, 
«(General Greene has done wonders too in Carolina. 1 hear 
ait a reinforcement was to be sent him from ‘the army in 
Virginia, and that there are hopes of his reducing Charlestown. 
Yow have probably in the enclosed packet the account of. his 
last great action. Count de Grasse sailed the SOth with the 
fleet, and: sna of the renee ‘His puree is uot 
eee sive hier of Sti Ae Aide oe 


Wt 


agen’ reolution—Ps fe etc Ireland _ 
3t9 te): 4 Haws wr vs America. Ty amieaer § 13 vi 


+i 
4 te 


| ‘Deak + Spmemmeadlastid ets ~Passy, Oct. 2, 783." 
~T Rave jt received your very kind Teter of the 


16th past. Teej Fejoic’ Sindekely to ‘hear of * your’ safe retin to. 


TOO oy 


* The capitulation of Lord Cornwallis’s army, 
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your own country, family and friends,.and of the. success of 
your election. 

Itis a pleasing reflection arising Gone the contemplation 
of our successful struggle, and. the manly, spirited, and unani- 
mous resolves at. Dungannon, that liberty, which some years 
since appeared in danger of extinction, is now regaining the 
ground she had lost, that arbitrary governments are likely to 
become more mild, and reasonable, and to expire by degrees, 
giving place to more equitable forms; one of the effects. this 
of the art of printing, which diffuses so general:a light, aug- 
menting with the growing day, and of so penetrating a nature, 
that all the window shutters despotism and. priestcraft can 
oppose to keep it out, prove insufficient. 

In answer to your question respecting: ain may be necessary 
to fix'a trade between Ireland and America, J may acquaint you 
between ourselves, that there is some truth m the report. you 
may have heard, of our desiring to know of Mr. Hartley whe- 
ther he was empowered or’ instructed to include Ireland in 
the treaty of commerce proposed to us, and-of his sending 
for instructions on that: head, which -never -arrived. . -'That 
treaty is yet open, may possibly be soon resumed, and it seems 
proper that’ something “should be contained in it to prevent 
the doubts and misunderstandings that may hereafter arise on 
the subject, and secure to Ireland the same advantages: in 
trade that England may obtain. You can best Judge. whether 
some law or resolution of your parliament may not be of ‘use 
towards gaining that point. ct 

My grandson joins me in wishes of every kind of felicity 
for you, Lady Newenham, and all your amiable family. God 
bless you and give success to your constant endeavors for the 
welfare of your country. With true and great respect and 
esteem), I have the: honor to be, EWE Bred tH 9 gt | 
3B. FRANKLIN. 
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“ ExtTrRaAcT oF A LETTER TO THE Hon. Rospert 
; 1b a Md 


Morris. with. 


(Superintendent of finances, United States.) 9» * 


Remissness to pay. taxes in America—The Marquis de la 
Fayette, &c. 


Passy, Dec. 25, 1788. 

—— “ The remissness of our people.in paying 
taxes is highly blameable; the unwillmgness. to pay them is 
still more so. I[.see in some resolutions of town meetings, a 
‘remonstrance against giving congress a power to take, as they 
call it, the people’s money out of their pockets, though only to 
pay the interest and principal of debts duly contracted. They 
seem to mistake the point. Money justly due from the peo- 
ple is their creditor's money, and no longer the money of the 
people, who, if they withhold it, should be compelled to pay 
by some law. All property indeed, except the savage’s' tem- 
porary cabin, his bow, his matchuat, and other little acquisi- 
tions absolutely necessary for his subsistence, seems to me to 
be the creature of public convention. Hence the. public has 
the right of regulating descents, and all other conveyances of 
property, and even of limiting the quantity and the uses of it, 
All the property that is necessary to a man for the conserva- 
tion of the individual.and the propagation of the species,-is his 
natural right, which, none can justly deprive him of ; but all 
property superfluous to such purposes isthe property of the 
public, who by their laws have created it, and who may there-, 
fore by other laws dispose of, it whenever the welfare of the 
public shall desire such, disposition. He that does not like 
civil society on. these terms, Jet him retire and live among 
savages. He can have no right, to the benefits of society who 
will not pay his club towards the support of it. | 
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The Marquis de la Fayette, who loves to be employed in 
our affairs, and is often very useful, has lately had several 
conversations with the ministers and persons concerned in 
forming new. regulations respecting the commerce between 
our two countries, which are not yet concluded. I thought 
it therefore well to communicate to him a copy of your 
letter which contains so many sensible and just observations 
on that subject. He will make a proper use of them, and 
perhaps they may have more weight as appearing to come 
from a Frenchman, than they would have if it were known 
that they were the observations of an American. I perfectly 
agree with you in all the sentiments you have expressed on 
this occasion. 

I am sorry for the public’s sake that you are about:to quit 
your office, but on personal considerations [ shall congratu- 
late you. For I cannot conceive of a more happy man, 
than he who having been long loaded. with public cares, finds 
himself relieved from them, and enjoying priate aypene in 
the bosom of his friends and family. LBIOG 

With sincere regard and attachment, I am ever, dear sir, 
yours, &c. B. Frangxuine: 


To B. Vavcuan, Esg. 


Beflestions on the American treaty with England main 
England a free port, &c. 


Diak Sir, Passy, March 1'784. 

You: mention that I may now see verified all 
you said about binding down England to so hard a peace. I 
suppose you do not mean by the American treaty ; for we 
were exceeding favorable in not insisting on the reparations 
so justly due for the wanton burnings of our fine towns and 
devastations of our plantations in a war now universally 
allowed to have'been originally unjust. I may add that you 
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will also see verified all I said about the article respecting 
the royalists, that it will occasion more mischief than it was 
intended to remedy, and that it would have been better to 
haye omitted all mention of them. England might have re- 
warded them according to their merits at no very great ex- 
pense. After the harms they had done to us, it was impru- 
dent to’ insist on our doing them good. 

Tam sorry for the overturn you mention of those beneficial 
systems of commerce that would have been exemplary to 
mankind. The making England entirely a free port would 
have been the wisest step ever taken for its advantage. ~ 
~ E wish much to see what you say a respectable friend of 
mine has undertaken to write respecting the peace. It is a 
pity it has been delayed. If it had appeared earlier it might 
have prevented much mischief, by securing our friends in 
their situations ; for we know not who will riper them, 
nor what credit they will hold. - 

- By my doubts of the propriety of my going soon to 
London; I meant no reflection on my friends or yours. If 1 
had any call there besides the pleasure of ‘seeing those whom 
I fove, T should have no doubts. If I live to arrive there I 
shall cer tainly embrace your kind invitation, and take up my 
abode-with you. ‘Make «my: sm hg and > — ac- 
ceptableto Mrs. Vaughan. 12> 2 | if 

LT :know ‘not: what foundation ‘there can be fost saying that 
1 abuse England as much as’ before the peace. I am not 
apt; “Ts think, to becabusive of the twook ow — be 
abused. Serer rary 

Bhclosed aré the letters you desire. I wish to hear from 
you more frequently, and to have through you such new 
pamphlets as you may think worth my reading. I am ever, 


my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Davin Harttry, Eso. 


Change in administration —H ereditary great officers of 
state, &c. : 


My pear Frienp, _ Passy, Jan. 7, 1784. 

I have this moment received your favor of 
the 25th past, acquainting me with the change in administra- 
tion. Iam not sure that in reforming the constitution, which 
is sometimes talked of, it would not be better to make your 
great officers of state hereditary than to suffer the incon- 
venience of such frequent and total changes. Much faction 
and cabal would be prevented by having an hereditary first 
lord of the treasury, an hereditary lord chancellor, privy 
seal, president of council; secretary of state, first lord of the 
admuralty, &c. &e. It will not be said that the duties of 
these offices being important, we ‘cannot trust to nature for 
the chance of requisite talents, since we have an hereditary 
set of judges in the last resort, the house of peers; au here- 
ditary king ; and in a certam German university, an wif peed 
 atnaseiia of mathematics. | 

We have not yet heard of the arrival of our express in 
America, who carried the definitive treaty. ‘He sailed the 
26th of September. » As. soon as the ratification cannes} I 
shall immediately send you word of it. | 

‘With great esteem ‘I am ever, aid dear friend, yours most 
ee 


» 
oat 
a 


B. Fikweunt 
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To THE Hon, Joun Jay, New York. 
Various matter. 


‘Dear Sir, | Passy, Feb. 8, 1785. 


, I received by the Marquis de la Fayette your 

kind letter of, ‘the 13th of December. It gave me pleasure 
on two other accounts, as it informed me of the public wel- 
fare, and that of your, I may almost say our dear little fami- 
ly 5, for, since I had the pleasure of their being with me in 
the same, house, I have ever felt a tender affection for them, 
equal I believe to that of most fathers. I did hope to have 
heard | by. the last packet of your having accepted the 
secretaryship of foreign. affairs, but was disappointed. 1 
write to you now therefore only as a private friend ; yet I may 
mention respecting public affairs, that as far as [ can per- 
ceive, the good disposition of this court towards us continues. 
I wish 4 could say as much for the rest of the European 
courts. idk think . that their desire of being connected with, us 
by treaties is of late much abated; and this I suppose occa- 
sioned by the pains Britain takes to represent us everywhere 
as distracted with divisions, discontented with our govern- 
ments, the people unwilling to pay taxes, the congress un- 
able to, collect them, and many. desiring the restoration of 
the old government. The English papers are full of this 
stuff, and their ministers get it copied into the foreign papers. 
The moving about of the congress from place to place, has 
also a bad effect, in giving color to the reports of their being 
afraid of the people, J hope they will soon settle some- 
where, and by the steadiness and wisdom of their measures 
dissipate all those mists of misrepresentation raised by the 
remaining malice of ancient enemies, and establish our repu- 
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tation for national justice and prudence as they have done 
for courage and perseverance. 

It grieves me that we have not been able to discharge our 
first year’s payment of interest to this court, due the begin- 
ning of last month. I hope it will be the only failure, and. 
that effectual measures will be taken to be exactly punctual 
hereafter. The good paymaster, says the proverb, is lord of 
another man’s purse. The bad one, if he ever has again 
occasion to borrow, must pay dearly for his carelessness wo 
injustice. 

You are happy in having got back safe to your country. I 
should be less unhappy, if I could imagine the delay of my 
congé useful to the states, or in the least degree necessary. 
But they have many equally capable of doing all I have to 
do here. The new-proposed treaties are the most important 
things; but two can go through them as well as three, if 
indeed any are likely to be completed, which I begin to doubt, 
since the new ones make little progress, and the old ones, 
which wanted only the fiat of congress, seem now to be rather 
going backward; I mean those 7 had ti ope i Det 
mark and Pornigal 

My grandsons are sensible of the honor of your remem- 
brance, and present their respects to you and Mrs. Jay. I 
add my best wishes of health and happiness to you all, being 
with sincere esteem and affection, dear sir, your most obe- 
vai humble servant, an hake 


To aaa pet i 


Result of the American contest—State of Aeliehiesllle 
loyalists—Confiscation of estates. | 
ei *Passy, June 26, 1785." 
‘T have just received your friendly letter of the 20th 
instant. I agree with you perfectly in the opinion, that 
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though the contest-has been hurtful to both ‘our countries, 
yet the event, a separation, is better even for yours than 
success. The reducing and keeping us in’ subjection by'at 
armed’ force wouldhave cost you more than the dominion 
could be worth, and our. slavery would’ have ‘brought on 
yours. The ancient system of the British empire -was a 
happy one, by which the colonies were allowed to govern and 
tax themselves. Had it been wisely continued, it is hard to 
imagine the degree of power and importance in the world 
that empire might have arrived at. All the means of grow- 
ing ‘greatness, extent of territory, agriculture, commerce, arts,. 
population, were within its own limits, and therefore at ‘its 
command. I used to consider that system as a large-and 
beautiful porcelain vase. I lamented the measures that I saw 
likely to break it, and strove to prevent them ; because once 
broken, | saw no probability of its being ever repaired. “My 
endeavors did not succeed: we are broken, and. the. parts 
must now do as well as they can for themselves. We may 
still do well though separated. Ihave great hopes of our 
side, and good wishes for yours. The anarchy and confusion 
you mention as supposed to prevail among us, existonly in 
your newspapers. I have authentic accounts which assure 
me that no people were ever better governed, or more con- 
tent with their respective constitutions: and governments than 
the present thirteen states of America. A. little reflection 
may convince any reasonable man, that‘a government where- 
in the administrators are chosen annually by the free voice! of 
the governed, and may also be recalled:at any time if their 
conduct displeases their constituents,’ cannot be’a tyrannical 
one, as your loyalists represent-it ;- who. at the same time in- 
consistently. desire to return and live underit. And among. 
an intelligent enlightened people as ours is,:there- must always 
be too numerous and too strong a party for supporting good 
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govenmnent, and the, laws,.to suffer what-is called.anarchy.. 
This better, accouut.of .our situation must be pleasing to your 
humanity, and.therefore [.give it you...» “sAgoonR 

, But we differ a little in.our sentiments Sasaniiae. the, mia 
dies (as-they call themselves) and. the conduct.of America 
towards them, which. you think “ seems actuated by a spirit, 
of revenge ;.and that it wouid have been more agreeable to: 
policy,.as well as, justice, to have restored their. estates, upoa ; 
their taking the oaths of allegiance to the new.governments.”, 
That, there should. still be some. resentment against. them: in 
the, breasts of those who have had their houses, farms,.and, 


towns so lately destroyed, and relations scalped under the. 


conduct of these royalists, is not wonderful, though [believe 
the opposition given by many to their, re-establishing, among, 
us. is owing toa. firm -persuasion, that there could be no; 
reliance on their oaths ; and that the effect of receiving those. 
people again would be an introduction of that very anarehy. 
and confusion they falsely reproach us with. Even the ex= 
ample you. propose of the English commonwealth’s restoring 
the estates of the royalists after their being subdued, seems 
rather to countenance and encourage our acting differently, 
as probably af the power, which always accompanies, pro- 
perty, had not been.restored to the royalists ; if, their estates. 
had remained. confiscated, and their: persons had, .been 
banished, they could, not have so much, contributed.te the 
restoration,of kingly power, and the new government, of the, 
republic might, have been, more durable... The majority of 
examples in your history. are on the other side,of the question. 
Ali the estates.in Jengland and south of. Scotland, and most, 
of those possessed, by, the. descendants, of .the English in 
Ireland, are held from ancient confiscations. made. ef.,.the 
estates of,.Caledonians and Britons, the, original possessors in 
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your island, or the native Irish, in the last century only. It 
ig but a few months since that your parliament has, in 
a few instances, given up confiscations incurred by a re- 
bellion suppressed forty years ago. The war against us 
was begun by a general act of parliament declaring all our 
estates confiscated, and probably one great motivé to the 
loyalty of the royalists was the hope of sharing in these 
confiscations. ‘They have played a deep game, staking 
their estates against ours; and they have been unsuccessful. 
But it is a surer game, since they had promises to rely on 
from your government of indemnification in case of loss; 
and 1 see your parliament is about to fulfil those promises. 
To this | have no ‘objection, because though still our ene- 
mies, they are men; they are in necessity ; and | think even 
an hired assassin has a right to his pay from his employer : it 
seems too more reasonable that the expense of’ paying these 
should fall upon the government who encouraged the mis- 
chief ‘done, rather than upon us who suffered it; the confis- 
cated estates making amends but for a very small part of 
that mischief: it is not therefore clear that our detains them 
is chargeable with injustice. | | 

~ [ have hinted above, that the name doyalists, was im- 
properly assumed by these people. Royalists they may 
perhaps be called: but the true loyalists were the people 
of America against whom they acted. No people were 
ever known more truly loyal, and universally so, to their 
sovereigns: the protestant succession in the house of Hano- 
ver was their idol. Not a jacobite was to be found from one 
end of the colonies to the other. ‘They were affectionate to 
the ‘people of England, zealous and forward to assist in her 
wars, by voluntary contributions of men and money, even 
_ beyond their proportion. The king and parliament had fre- 


PART Ite OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 465 


quently acknowledged this by public messages, resolutions, 
and reimbursements, But they were equally fond of what 
they esteemed their rights, and if they resisted when thoge 
were attacked, it was a resistance in favor.of.a British con- 
stitution, which every Englishman might share in enjoying 
who should come to live among them: it was resisting arbi- 
trary impositions that were contrary to common right and to 
their fundamental constitutions, and to constant ancient usage. 
It was indeed a resistance in favor of the liberties,.of 
England, which might have been endangered by success. 
in the attempt against ours; and therefore a great man in 
your parliament * did not scruple to declare, he rejoiced that 
America had resisted! I, for the same reason, may add this 
very résistance to the other instances of, their loyalty. . I 
have already said, that I think it just you should reward 
those Americans who joined your troops in the war against 
their own country: but if ever honesty could be inconsistent 
with policy, it is so in this instance. . 6b. FRANKLIN. 


To M. Dupont DE Nemours, AT ‘Paris. 


New constitution of the United StatesPrin ciples pis 
| | trade, &c. ates insteetenved 13 
 Srr, hi Philadelphia, pee 9; L788. 

- T have received your favor of December/31, title 
the extract of a letter which you wish to have translated and 
published here. » But seven states having, before it arrived, 
ratified the new constitution, and others-being daily. expected 
to do the same, after the fullest discussion in-convention; and 
in all the public papers, till every body was tired of the 
argument, “it seemed too late to propose delay, and especially 
the delay that must»be occasioned by a revision and correc- 
bbluiea dence tieis bee Aisa ath al Do dt seat 

* The first Lord Chatham. 
VOL. I. 
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tion of all the separate constitutions. For it would take at 
least a year to convince thirteen states that the constitutions 
they have practised ever since the revolution, without ob- 
serving any imperfections in them so great as to be worth 
the trouble of amendment, are nevertheless so ill formed as 
to be unfit for continuation, or to be parts of a federal 
government. And when they should be so convinced, it 
would probably take some years more to make the connec- 
tions. An eighth state has since acceded, and when a ninth 
is added, which is now daily expected, the constitution will 
be carried into execution. It is probable however that at 
the first meeting of the new congress, various amendments 
will be proposed and discussed, when I hope your Ouvrage 
sur les principes et le bien des républiques en général, Kc. Ke. 
may be ready te put into their hands ; and such a work from 
your hand I am confident, though it may not be entirely fol- 
lowed, will afford useful hints, and produce advantages of 
importance. But we must not expect that a new government 
may be formed, as a game of chess may be played, by a 
skilful hand, without a fault. The players of our game are 
so many, their ideas so different, their prejudices so strong 
and so various, and their particular mterests, independent of 
the general seeming, so opposite, that not a move can be 
made that is not contested; the numerous objections con- 
found the understanding ; the wisest must agree to some un- 
reasonable things, that reasonable ones of more consequence 
may be obtained, and thus chance has its share in many of 
the determinations, so that the play is more like ¢ric-trac 
with a box of dice. | 

We are much pleased with the disposition of your govern- 
ment to favor our commerce, manifested in the late réglement. 
You appear to be possessed of a truth which few govern- 
ments are possessed of, that A must take some of B’s pro- 
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duce; otherwise B will not be able to pay for what he would 
take of A. But there is one thing wanting to facilitate and 
augment our intercourse. It is a dictionary, explaining the 
names of different articles of manufacture, im the two lan- 
guages. When I was in Paris [ received a large order for a 
great variety of goods, particularly of the kind called hard- 
wares, i.e. wares of iron and steel : and when I showed the 
invoice to your manufacturers, they did not understand what 
kind of goods or instruments were meant by the names: nor 
could any English and French dictionary be found to ex- 
plain them. So I sent to England for one of each sort, 
which might serve both as explanation and as a model; the 
latter beg of importance likewise, since people are preju- 
diced in favor of forms they have been used to, though per- 
haps not the best. ‘They cost me 25 guineas, but were lost 
by the way, and the peace coming on the scheme dropped. 
It would however, as I imagine, be well worth receiving. 
For our merchants say we still send to England for such 
goods as we want, because there they understand our orders, 
and can execute them precisely. With great and sincere 
esteem, I am, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


To THE PRINTER OF THE EVENING HERALD. 


Justification of the State of Massachusetts, against certain 
censures in the British papers. 
SIR, 

The British news-writers are very assiduous in their 
endeavors to blacken America. Should we not be careful 
not to afford them any assistance by censures of one another, | 
especially by censures not well founded ? 

I lately observed in one of your papers, the conduct of 
the state of Massachusetts reflected on as being inconsistent 
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and absurd, as well as wicked, for attempting to raise a tax 
by a stamp act, and for carrying on the slave-trade. 

The writer of those reflections might have considered,. 
that their. principal objection to the stamp tax was, its being 
imposed by a British parliament, which had no right to tax 
them, for otherwise a tax by stamps is perhaps to be levied 
with as little inconvenience as any other that can be invented. 
Ireland has a stamp act of its own; but should Britain pre- 
tend to impose such a tax on the Irish people, they would 
probably give a general opposition to it, and ought not for 
that to he charged with inconsistence. 

One or two merchants in Boston, employing ships in the 
abominable African trade, may deservedly be condemned, 
though they do not bring their slaves home, but sell them in 
the West Indies. The state as such, has never, that I have 
heard of, given encouragement to the diabolical commerce ; 
and there has always been fewer slaves in the New England 
governments, than in any other British colomes. National 
reflections are seldom just, and a whole people should not be 
decried for the crimes of a few individuals. 

Your inserting this may make that brave people some 

. amends, and will oblige one of your customers, who is 
7 | A PENNSYLVANIAN. 
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